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Horry County will sustain and enhance the
quality of life for our residents and visitors
by fostering healthy and safe communities,
preserving our natural assets and rural her-
itage, encouraging business growth and eco-
efec... T<"f oD f—<'ed fot """ Tctco%o of" ¢
and public facilities that will protect and
strengthen our future.
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Executive Summary

Horry County is rapidly changing. Our beautiful few decades, more than 160,000 of the 211,000
beaches, warm climate, and low taxes have attracted anticipated new residents are likely to make unin
vacationers and retirees to make Horry County their corporated Horry County their home. 45% of that
permanent or seasonal home. In light of the growth growth could be accommodated in unincorporated
that is occurring, Horry County is taking proactive properties that have already been zoned for major
steps to plan for the future. The IMAGINE 2040 residential developments; however, Horry County
Comprehensive Plan emphasizes the principles of and the municipalities within it will need to plan for
sustainable development, focuses on community at least another 64,000 units.

THecHoes fof ..Sf"f..—F"a «fSecec E%r*g'—terrﬁ trerfuis Pobea tat on average 367 new
ly egpands pub!|c infrastructure toggther with homes are permitted in Horry County monthly.
ser_wces, and br.mgs people closer to job centers, These numbers were far exceeded in 2022, as an
while encouraging thoughtful development and estimated 12,300 people moved to Horry County.
redevelopment. Increased housing demand and a lack of available
Horry County’s population and housing stock have supply, compounded by a shortage in construction
more than doubled over the past 30 years. In 2024, workers and materials following COVID-19, has
-St fee—e ¢tfe—<Dcit —St ‘—resultelin’higher homeSdle prices and a shortage
3nd fastest growing Metropolitan Statistical Area of affordable housing.

in the nation. By 2040, our year-round popula From 2018 to 2023, the average single-family home

tion is expected to nearly double again, reaching price jumped from $238,000 to $260,500, exceeding
up to 580,775 permanent residents.If residential sales prices prior to the economic downturn. The

growth patterns continue as they have over the last increase in home prices has forced working resi
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dents to live further away from their jobs, having an outside of established suburban and urban cores.
adverse impact on the cost of living and quality of life Residential growth without nearby commercial
for our largely tourism based workforce. Conversely, and employment centers strains the local tax base,
retirees relocating to Horry County are often puf  congests roadways, increases public safety response
chasing more expensive homes closer to the beach. times, overcrowds schools, and limits the ability
These residents often have a higher expectation of to equitably provide recreation and other desired
service provided by the County compared to those public facilities and services.

living in rural areas. Planning can be a challenging task to undertake in a

While Horry County will inevitability continue to  County of our size with such a wide range of devel
attract new residents, the lack of diversity in the age opment intensity between urban and rural commu
of our population, coupled with strained infrastruc:  nities. Existing residents have placed an emphasis on
ture and services, presents a challenge to economic —SF ef3t "7 «eD<ZZ T3 " fZ  efe— fof
growth. Seniors aged 55 and older make up 41% to minimize the cost for additional infrastructure

of our population in comparison to 31% statewide and public services. They have expressed the need
and 29% nationally. This segment of Horry County’s for job centers and economic growth. They have
population is growing more rapidly than other also indicated the desire to preserve the landscape
segments. In fact, little to no growth is occurring in

the 20-29 year old age bracket, and slow growth is

occurring for those 30-54 years old.

With more than 12% of our residents living below
the poverty level, it is evident that Horry County
needs to diversify our economy and expand the
number of wage earners and entrepreneurs. The
County must offer a variety of housing types to
attract a diverse range of income earners, age groups,
and family types to stay or relocate here. These
efforts are necessary to stabilize our economy and
our communities, which will have positive secondary
impacts on public safety and housing security.

Since 2000, new development has consumed more

than 64 square miles of land. As large tracts of land

for residential subdivisions near urban centers

have become scarcer and as housing costs have

been driven up, more people are beginning to locate

TSt f™Mfs "7te c—> . fe—%"e fet '—St” ec%oocDc... fo—
centers of community activity. New subdivisions,

many of which were approved for development over

a decade ago, are emerging along major corridors

11
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and lifestyle of our rural communities. All of these <eD<«ZZ T3 37 ete— <o —" fo fot o— —" fo fatgasplBhsZ Z

factors, along with public safety, natural hazards, and have a positive impact on our economy, especially if < and additional neighborhood and area plans.
community health were considered when develop it repurposes failing commercial areas and former
ing the IMAGINE 2040 Comprehensive Plan and are shopping malls.

embodied in the vision of this plan.

In order to successfully implement this plan, there
will need to be changes to County regulations that

In some areas of the County, such as golf course com will support variation in design, density, and devel
The location and form in which growth occurs will munities, redevelopment may be more challenging, opment practices, making quality development more
have a strong bearing on the quality of life for our as public safety, stormwater, and separation and practical. The plan will need to be supported through
existing and future residents and the experience of buffering of differing uses must be considered in the policy and land use decisions. It will require strategic
our visitors. In order to preserve a way of life for our rezoning and development review process. By allow updates to the zoning ordinance, land development
rural residents and cultivate a sense of place in our ing for growth to occur in areas where infrastructure regulations, and rezoning review criteria to ensure
suburban and urban areas of the County, there must and services are already available, it will also reduce —Sf— Tt " fZ ete— fot «oD<ZZ "fo—Z—0 <o “—fZc—> TtecUhoe
be a change in how density is perceived. Strategically —S+ Tfefet "7 %"t feD<tZt T+ 17 +1«— thatdoeshftAdversely impact existing communities,
placed density in already highly developed areas areas of the County; thus preserving rural lifestyles, provides a greater sense of place, expands housing
must be considered, as it will ultimately reduce the farmland, and important natural resources that help options and affordability, ensures safe and healthy
cost to upgrade infrastructure and the costof ser "t —f<e DZ*'t™f—t"ed F..te— DZ' 1T+ Sf 1 "comniuhities-&w supports economic growth.
vices, attract businesses and young professionals, vulnerabilities of our residents, economy, roads, and Ultimately, this plan provides a roadmap for the
offer a mixture of housing options, improve health stormwater infrastructure, but it has also revealed future of Horry County, exemplifying the ability of
through walkability, and foster character and a our County’s resilience to adversity. —St eti’tette— F'— Zc... =" tTEIDcet <—¢ ‘™o tie_co>

sense of place. Allowing for increased density and and continue to be an attractive place for people to

This plan will allow Horry County to take a proae i
live, work, and play.

tive role in determining the fate of our communt
ties, economy, roads and infrastructure, services,

VISION and quality of life. The IMAGINE 2040 Steering
Committee and staff thoroughly reviewed the chang

Horry County will sustain and ing conditions of the County and gathered public
input to develop this plan, the heart of which can

enhance the quality of life for our Lt TEDcett > =81 <oc'vd ———"1 fet ot f'4 fot
residents and visitors by foster- the Goals, Objectives, and Strategies. Not only does

ing healthy and safe communi- it address recommended land uses, it exceeds state
planning criteria by including an additional chapter

ties, preserving our natural assets  on public Safety. It also provides a foundation for the
and rural heritage, encouraging development of future planning initiatives, such as:

business growth and economic « Comprehensive Road Improvement Plan;

Tt ecDe.. . foc'oa fot "™ §L1;rgqu§2er Capital Improvement Plan;
. . . Parks and Open Space Plan;
services and public facilities that . Greenways & Blueways Master Plan:
will protect and strengthen our

future.

Beach Management Plan;
» Historic Preservation Plan;
e updates to the Garden City and Little River

12
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Chapter 1

Introduction
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VISION

healthy and safe communities
natural assets and rural heritage

The vision articulates the essential components of
-St "—f2<_> T Z<Tt <o
the community, and serves as the touchstone for the
Plan. The various elements of the Plan are designed
to accomplish this vision by articulating goals for the
future regarding the pattern, quality, and intensity of
land uses, the provision of public facilities and ser
vices, economic development, availability of housing,
and preservation of natural and cultural resources.

Th jl::>[a]in %Ig,or establishes strategies or actions and
Eplerge tzt@n tools to enable the county to achieve
€ vision set out in this Plan. The components of
the Plan focus on real actions the county can achieve
gli/en tiiefapprq;pnate time and resources. The strate

g giesint the Plan are tied together in a comprehensive
—(‘e ™ {nagnerzu}d,arg Syecuted through both the land use
__ o _and priority investment chapters.

“fa tf

¢t ™
GUIDING PRINCIPLES

ﬁ'hé,gwég\gpn,nmples of the Plan enhance and pro
<« + ™gtg the ggion. The principles are the overarching
f « TgoalS df the-Plan and are as follows:

ke £ Community Character: ‘Promote a sense of

Z ﬁlace within 8uk existing and emerging commu-
*nities by preserving and cultivating their unique
character and identities.’
2. Rural Preservation: ‘Preserve rural areas
and lifestyles, along with natural resources and
assets, through land use decisions and policies.’

Introduction

3. i”(—fZ(CEf—(‘Oé. ttt~"tZ 7 ete—-4a f
‘Encourage and support community revitaliza-
—c'ed "ttt "FZ efe—4 fot <oD<ZZ
that stabilizes and improves property values,
promotes additional reinvestment, and enhanc-
es quality of life for our residents.’

4 Healthy, Livable Communities: ‘Foster the
development of healthy, livable communities in
which residents and visitors alike have access to
a variety of housing and transportation options,

T3

‘e é{a(?illtie<s1afd §Qrgqe§¢cq’l'gure and arts, and rec-

reational and natural assets.’

5. Safe Communities: ‘Protect the health, safety,
and welfare of residents and visitors by provid-
ing adequate public safety facilities and ser-
vices, enforcing and improving regulations, and
minimizing incompatible land uses.’

6. Community Facilities and Services: ‘Coordi-
nate growth and infrastructure improvements

— 1 D cFe—7Z> fot t —<—f, 2> eFt-
ity and service needs of our existing and future
populations.’

7. Mobility and Transportation: ‘Promote
development patterns and fund infrastructure
projects that result in a well-integrated and
maintained transportation system.’

8. Environmental Sustainability: ‘Encourage

and incentivize sustainable development activ-
ities that minimize and mitigate the impact on
the natural environment and avoid adverse
Impacts on existing development.’

9. Economic Growth: ‘Develop a more diver-

e <Dttt fot "tecZcto— . fetes —Sf-
the recruitment and retention of businesses,
encourages new investments, capitalizes and
expands upon our existing niches, and ultimate-
ly results in greater economic stability of our
residents and local businesses.’

10. Community Engagement: ‘Create an envi-
ronment in which residents, businesses, and

17
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other stakeholders are engaging and informed
of planning efforts, regulatory changes, infra-
structure projects, and volunteer and partner-
ship opportunities.’

special events, venues and festivals; historic places
and buildings; cultural groups, societies and orga
nizations; unique areas of natural, scenic or archae
ological value; and various educational, religious or
entertainment offerings.

PLAN ELEMENTS The Natural Resources Chapter examines the phys
South Carolina’'s Comprehensive Planning Enabling ical environment of Horry County and discusses
Act, found in SC Code Title 6, Chapter 29, providesthe need to balance development with ecosystem
cities and towns with authority to undertake plan-  concerns that will provide healthy functioning

ning and adopt zoning and land use regulations |landscapes and water features for future genera
as tools to guide their communities’ development. tions. Topics analyzed include soil types; wetlands;
The law leaves local governments to pursue the 10 coastal resources; agriculture; forestlands; plant

comprehensive plan elements in a way thatbest fet fecefZ Sf «—f—2a8 DZ"'t'Zfceoa »..

meets their communities’ needs. However, for each air and water quality.
7 +tete_3 —S 7 ™ o’ o _Sf_ _S "7 feecel T )
k1 .i a S vef i e B i, , ST The%%usi%JChépte{(’r"includésj;an analysis of the loca
should include an inventory of existing conditions, a . " -
tion, type, age, condition, tenure, and affordability of
statement of the local government’s needs and goals

. . . L " housing. It also includes an analysis of the regulatory
and implementation strategies with timeframes . . X
environment to determine unnecessary barriers to
(MASC, 2021).

the provision of affordable housing.

a resilienc . . .
y The Community Facilities Chapter provides an

assessment of existing conditions, projects future
needs based on projected population growth, and
provides recommendations on how to implement
and fund these proposals. It analyzes existing and
future needs for water supply, wastewater treatment,
solid waste collection and disposal, medical services,
general government facilities, education facilities,
parks, and libraries.

chapter

The Population Chapter analyzes historic and cur
rent population, demographic trends, and provides
reasonable projections of future population growth.
This includes the number, size, and characteristics The Public Safety Chapter provides an assessment of
of households, education levels, income character existing services by Police, Fire and Rescue, Animal
istics, race, ethnicity, sex, and age distribution. Each Control, and Emergency Management. It highlights
of the following chapters of this plan utilize these existing needs, projects future needs based on
projections to help shape their recommendations. population and development trends, and provides
recommendations on how to better serve the people

The Cultural Resources Chapter focuses on preserv _
of Horry County in the future.

ing and enhancing the county’s cultural resources.
This includes historic sites and structures, beach The Transportation Chapter offers strategies to
culture, agricultural heritage, the visual and perform~ * f $<e<oet =St £ "Pc...<Fte...> *° =St
ing arts community, cultural and outdoor facilities;  while promoting policies for alternative transporta-

18
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Introduction

tion choices to reduce dependency on automobiles. Horry County. This plan was intended to provide
It provides an analysis of the county’s existing road a framework for the growth and development of
el —T™M'"e ™S 7% feotfeece% 13ce—<eo%etoubtywithtecommendatidns for which areas
outlining future needs. ‘v -St
of development and preservation. The 1976 plan
divided the county into 14 planning districts, for
which a detailed analysis of existing conditions and
future potential was outlined.

The Economic Development Chapter promotes
diverse, resilient economic policies that encourage
guality job creation which allow citizens to remain
in Horry County in employment that requires knowt
edge, talent, training, and compensates with high The 1976 Future Land Use Plan was followed by the
er-paying jobs. This chapter provides an analysis of 1983 Land Use Plan. Dividing the county into eight
the current economic condition while focusing on planning districts, this Plan outlined critical areas
how to build on the county’s existing assets along of concern in each district as well as outlining the
current residential growth in each district. The 1983

The Priority Investment Chapter ties the capital qun.contamed an even mpre detailed ar?aly5|s_ of
o " " Ffete_ ettte ctte— <Dt T <o ‘_@?Llng_l@? U§is,arld th”elr futu‘re poterltlal. This

forecasted revenues for the next ten years. Itis, <[°* " [® =S¥ Ble— =t e . Z—T1 f
in essence, a ten-year Capital Improvements Plan and future land use designations as well as outlines

—&f— <o offem — %o—ctt —51 ... ‘_.fgr)ﬁ)gté\ﬁt{ialf%i%quida?cq._fz
Improvements Program (CIP) and annual budgeting St s{{w ‘¢'"1Sfeec ™t Zfe ™fo _!
processes. comprehensive plan written for Horry County.

Four years later, the 1999 Comprehensive Plan was
Tty_:t.l.a é:t ‘D(”°— ¢~ _é:t "Ti”.

opment studies, and public input. The recommen Plans, .'[hIS Plf';m followed asw_mlar format tg IMAGINE
2040, including the population, economic, natural

dations within this element are critical to providing tural it facilit
Horry County direction. This chapter provides an resources, cu turaf resources, community facilities,

analysis of existing development patterns, recent
planning, plan implementation efforts, a vision for
future land use, and growth management policies. The latest Comprehensive Plan, Envision 2025, again
follows a similar format to IMAGINE 2040 in that it
contains many of the same chapters (with the excep
tion of the Transportation and Priority Investment
Chapters which were new additions mandated by
the State of South Carolina, and the Public Safety
Chapter which is an addition determined necessary

PLANNING AND REGULATORY HISTORY Py the IMAGINE 2040 Committee).
The Land Use Chapter from Envision 2025 followed a

The Land Use Chapter outlines policies that build on
the recommendations of previous plans, land devel

Plan to outline goals and implementation strategies.

The Resilience Chapter considers the impacts of
natural and man-made hazards on individuals,
communities, institutions, businesses, economic
development, public infrastructure and facilities,
public health, safety, and welfare (MASC, 2021).

The history of land use planning in Horry County

. '—e_>ie haspvelyedioves the past decades. The 1976 I_andcorridor strategy which highlighted urban, suburban,

et Zfe ™Mfe _Sf Pc"e— Zfet — ,@d,rgr?l_ro?dyvayg iasrwgll,as urban, transitional,
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and rural areas for future types and intensities of 2040 Steering Committee Members conducted a Comprehensive Planning Process
development. An important component of Envision thorough inventory of existing conditions, updated
2025 was the designated Economic Activity Centers, statistical information, researched, and drafted / \ / \ / \
many of which have transitioned into the IMAGINE each of the twelve chapters. Multiple opportunities Step 1 Step 2 Step 3
i i 1. IMAGINE 2040 Committee and 1. IMAGINE 2040 Committee will 1. The Comprehensive Plan draft will
2040 Future Land Use Map for pUb“C comment were prOVIded throughout the county planning staff research and present the Comprehensive Plan draft be presente?l to the County Council
i i i i i develop drafts of each of the nine to the Planning Commission. 2. Three readings at County Council
process. Atimeline and process graphlc explaln this elements. >> 2. 30-day window for public comment >> Meetings and a Public Hearing
i i 2. Inventory existing conditions 3. Planning Commission Public Hear- 3. The process concludes with a Coun-
PLAN N l NG PROCESS In greater detail. 3. Update gtatistica{ data ing and Regsolution to the County. ty Counpcil vote to adopt the Compre-
4. Gather public input hensive Plan.
Creating this Comprehensive Plan was a three-ste 5. Develop statements of needs, goals,
g this ~omp ) P IMAGINE 2040 STEERING COMMITTEE \_ o mpemaniaion svaeges. )\ ) U Y,
process during which planning staff and IMAGINE

The IMAGINE 2040 Steering Committee was estab

20 21
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January 11th, 3:00-4:30pm PUBLIC INPUT course of a two-week period at the beginning of the
February 22nd, 4:30-6:00pm Public participation and community involvement ¥ <~ <*%e 7. Reed B S ke &
March 29th, 4:30-6:00pm particip y e e eefrcef Deotco%os fot-—§4

- 1 M h h . .
April 19th, 4:30-6:00pm alr:nlrr]?nportgr;teggrq_r:]c;nﬁ:gi;rl1nt jt;zrrnnrr)r:zr eg::;ﬁs ters. Open houses were held on the following dates:
April 26th, 4:30-6:00pm P gp - P y

lished by the Planning Commission in December
2017. The fourteen-person committee was com
prised of a variety of expertise, including real estate,
economic development, environmental, agricul
tural professionals, and community volunteers.

No oMo RE

. . . . _ _ fZZ *° =St ef> '— Zc... fU—c.. < f—dJaDuary 2bth, 2618 5:00/:30pm
The Steering Commlttee met eleven times oyer SIX May 31st, 4:30-6:00pm input for the IMAGINE 2040 Comprehensive Plan 2. January 29th, 2018 5:00-6:30pm
months. Each meeting was open to the public and June 28th, 4:30-6:00pm . : ) : .

) . . was gathered via four main methods: 3. January 31st, 2018 3:00-4:30pm
advertised on the county meetings calendar. Meeting 8. July 12th, 4:30-6:00pm 4. February 5th, 2018 5:00-6:30pm
topics included examinations of each of the twelve 9. July 26th, 11:00am-3:00pm 1. Public Meetings. 5 June 14th 2018 5'00.-6'30.pm
chapters. Meetings were held on the following dates: 10. August 16th, 4:30-6:00pm Open houses were held at four locations over the ' ’ ' '
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IMAGINE 2040 Process Begu IMAGINE 2040 Adoption, IMAGINE 2040 Five-Year Revie

»November 2017 - January 2018 I—» February 2018 I—» June 2018 I—» December 2018 I—» October 2025
Plan branding and Repackaging IMAGINE 2040 Committee Meetings: Public Input: Open House at Justice Center County Council 3rd Reading Review:
Public Input: Open House Summary, IMAGINE 2040 Committee Meetings: Staff presents the draft Five-Year Review with the Resiliency
» December 2017 Population, Housing, & Cultural Resources Open House Summary, Future Land Use Map —»November 2018 ) ) _ element and initiates the 30-day public comment period
IMAGINE 2040 Committee Established Elements o FBcec—cieed <ot o TE7f L Scedho| {2+ County Council 2nd Reading & Public Hearing Staff presents public input to Planning Commission
October 2018 Readings and recommendation at Planning Commission
» November 2017 » January 2018 _ _ » May 2018 » October . : Readings at County Council
Staff presents plan update process to IMAGINE 2040 Committee Meetings: Public Input: Land Use Workshop County Council 1st Reading Adoption by County Council
Planning Commission Plan Introduction, Process & Visioning IMAGINE 2040 Committee Meetings:
Land Use Workshop Summary, e Sggr?mr?ggc?n]{rsnission Public Hearing & Resolu - ngyt;|'s%)t?mberr1 2025
| i | -E 201 — of of L tef"c'e o tDcokdcres F . : - ublic Outreach:
i Sgt%tgngagligglgnai]yzri‘su%;y;(?slt%g Conditions for i’ Jgﬁléﬁgympﬁtl?ggreyn SOSSGS: A o ! tion to County Council I&R Committee The public survey is open between July and September
Population, Economic Development, Natural Government & Justice Center _» April 2018 Julv - August 2018 Two public open houses held in August to solicit public input
Resources, Cultural Resources, Community South Strand Recreation Center IMAGINE 2040 Committee Meetings: —> 30y Day %ublic Comment Period [ May - July 2025
Facilities, Housing, Transportation, and Priority ('\:‘0”?_ S”i’:‘”d Rtelgreatlo? Ce(r;tert Natural Resources & Economic Development Aar)(alyslijsyof Existing Conditions:
Investment Elements arolina Forest recreation Lenter Elements —» July 2018 ) ) Data collection and draft preparation o
—>» January 2018 - March 2018 |y March 2018 g/lA(ﬁlgEgZMO Com'gr'mtle%l\/lfee}gng:l . -f D<-f_Z<oeq@- fefZ>ece FSco—<o% ... etc—c'oe
Public Input Community Survey IMAGINE 2040 Committee Meetings: Plg?wrsling Ctrgrﬁqergwligzior:na raft Resolution to Public survey preparation
Public Input: Survey Summary, Planning Commission Introduction of Draft —» May 2025
Transportation Element Planning Commission Initiation:
Staff presents plan review process to Planning
Commission
2. Online and Paper Surveys. to distribute the survey link. The NCS was also used
. . . . — T — ‘e’ "+ S teec” 7 f e 3
A 27-question online survey addressed topics of <BZ—%...3 -S3 trvr ¥S%ee"t Zf-a
general demographics, visioning, land use, visual 3. Public Comments.
prtzferences, rept\jevelopmen.t, anV;Iﬁ” as future needs The public was encouraged to submit comments
:n c(;mczrns. paF)lert)\l/erstl?; OPI € syrvey :;V;S mo throughout the planning process. Comment forms
UA(S anivya? avalza € a‘ ) ie gn‘nlng in ) On'nf were available at each of the Open Houses and
— ° pa— ] [ ] [ ] —_— .00 — 0 — - .
¢ . d'at e D(tm thered from th Nat' f I Stbering Committes Médtings. In addition, the public
groups to ils ribute. ” f‘; gathere :\)Am € Na I?tn’? had the opportunity to provide comments via a Land
<—< L) J— > [ J— 1 — <e® — T e — .
IMAGIISIE 2040 Taroeted ad t'f , d Use MQ ing %orksﬁop tf?‘a-tttook place in May. The
survey. fargeted advertising was use public was encouraged to email additional comments
_ to IMAGINE2040@horrycounty.org, call and speak
Public Input directly with a planner, or mail comments to the
Planning Department.
4. Land Use Mapping Workshop.
Y With the assistance of staff, the Committee over
Public >> << el U saw the Land Use Mapping Workshop with invited
Comment Workshop attendees from various institutions, corporations,
AN industries, agencies, local governments, and the
public. Approximately 143 potential participants
Surveys were invited via email and/or letter. Of those 143, f'Tf’;ax{;"S Tt ‘—'ziff— —%fif ‘;{"niy'—_a_ fef —e—cd Fe-i7 o te™fHra
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104 participants RSVP’ed their intended attendance
before the event. There were approximately 119 total

attendees, not including staff and facilitators. Many
IMAGINE 2040 Steering Committee Members were
also in attendance.

Attendees were broken into groups, each repre
sentative of a wide array of disciplines, and given
instructions for mapping future land uses. Groups
were asked to map a variety of future development
types as well as determine potential locations for
needed community services and facilities. Attendees
of the Land Use Mapping Workshop were asked to
identify locations where they desired future rest
dential, commercial, industrial, downtown districts,
conservation, recreational uses, and community
services and facilities. Participants were grouped at
11 tables to consider future land use patterns and
the potential land implications of growth in unincor-
porated Horry County. Maps included current land
uses as well as approved housing developments and
numbers for estimated to-be-built multi-family and
single-family units in each approved development.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

Equally important to encouraging and receiving
public input was maintaining open communication
and keeping the public informed about the status
of the comprehensive planning process. An email
update list was created via a surveymonkey.com
sign-up form for those interested in staying updat
ed. Social media posts advertising the open houses,
IMAGINE 2040 Steering Committee Meetings, dis
tributing the survey link, and email update sign-
up were frequently posted on the Horry County
Planning and Zoning Facebook page.

Press releases with links to the online survey and
information about the open houses were released
in December and January. Social media posts were

Introduction

frequently released advertising the survey and open
houses. Fliers were distributed at county owned
properties including libraries and recreation cen
—17¢ —=S"' —%S‘'—— —-St ...'—e—>4
mailed to over 400 local churches advertising the
open houses and survey. An advertisement was
run on the Government Information Channel. The
survey and open houses were also advertised on
the Horry County Government webpage as well as
at various other public functions and community
group meetings.

Another aspect of maintaining open communication

was the creation and maintenance of the IMAGINE
2040 webpage. The webpage link was shared mul

tiple times throughout the process on social media

pages, in community groups, and contained links to
the county meeting calendar and survey. Along with

email, the webpage served as the primary avenue to
share updates and the status of the Plan.

ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS

The draft IMAGINE 2040 was recommended for
approval by the Planning Commission oDecember
6, 2018. The Planning Commission held two work
shops in addition to the public hearing and 30-day
public comment period. The following were the
meeting dates:

1. October 4th, 2018 5:30-7:00pm Draft distri-
bution

2. October 25th, 2018 4:30-6:30pm Workshop
3. November 29th, 2018 3:00-4:30pm Work-
shop

4. December 6th, 2018 5:30-7:00pm Public
Hearing

After recommendation by the IMAGINE 2040
Steering Committee and the Planning Commission,
the Plan was presented to Horry County Council on
the following dates:
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July 29, 2019 Workshop First Reading
August 13, 2019 Second Reading
September 3, 2019 Public Hearing
November 21, 2019 Workshop

. December 10, 2019 3rd Reading and Adop-
tio

aprwnNPRE

c

St BDctastf” " k™ 0 St e
initiated on May 1st, 2025 by Horry County Planning
Commission. The review was initiated to maintain
compliance with Section 6-29-510(E) of the Local
Government Comprehensive Planning Enabling Act.
The review process aimed to integrate updated data
from federal, state, and local sources, collect public
input on the state of the plan, and evaluate progress

—%o—o— {=S —,Zc.. FTi-<e% <o [ Zcof ‘"Fe-a
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on enacting IMAGINE 2040's goals and strategies.

The review process was led by Planning Commission
and conducted in collaboration with local govern

ments, county departments, key stakeholders, and
the public. Staff collected updated data, created new
visualizations and maps, and reviewed the plan
text between October 2024 and August 2025. Text
updates were made where appropriate, and progress

b theeplad godls ant'strategies was reviewed.

RESILIENCE SECTION

Section 6-29-510(D)-10 of the Local Government
Comprehensive Planning Enabling Act, adopted in
2020, requires local governments to adopt a resil
ience section as part of the comprehensive plan. The
resilience element was drafted with guidance from
Horry County's Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazards
Mitigation Plan and the South Carolina Strategic
Statewide Resilience and Risk Reduction Plan. Data
was gathered from Federal, state, and local sources

fet "$DZ% .-« $Sco—co% fof "———"% Sfoef d

Survey responses on resilience informed the ele
ment's focus on certain natural hazards.

To integrate the resilience element with existing
resilience planning initiatives and organizations,
planning staff presented the draft to Horry County's
Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) and
Hazard Mitigation Task Force (HMTF). Staff present
ed data analysis, solicited questions from LEPC and
HMTF members, and conducted a survey focused
on resilience. Survey responses and feedback from
LEPC and HMTF members were used to guide devel
opment of the resilience element.

PUBLIC INPUT

Public input for the plan review was solicited using
three virtual and in-person methods:

Introduction

1. Public Meetings. opportunities.

Publl.c open houses were helql on August 5th_ in ADOPTION AND PUBLIC HEARINGS
Carolina Forest and August 12th in Conway. Planning

staff brought displays of plan materials, interactive The draft IMAGINE 2040 Five-Year Review was rec
mapping tools, and public comment forms to gather ommended for adoption by Planning Commission
input on the plan review and emerging goals and on November 6th, 2025. Planning Commission held
issues. Staff engaged with attendees by explaining one workshop in addition to a public hearing on the

the displays and soliciting feedback. Approximately following dates:

15 members of the public attended the open house 1 September 25th, 2025 3:00pm: Workshop

in Carolina Forest and 35 in Conway. 2. October 2nd, 2025 5:30pm: Second Reading

2. Online Survey. 3. November 6th, 2025 5:30pm: Third Reading

An 83-question online survey allowed respondents After recommendation by Planning Commission, the
to share input on housing, built form, public ame Five-Year Review was presented to Horry County
nities, transportation, resilience, and development. Council on the following dates:

Questions were sourced from the 2019 planning  ; noyember 18th, 2025 6:00pm: Introduction
process survey to provide insight on changing opin

ions. Additional questions focused on resilience were

added to guide the development of the resilience

element. A storymap introduced the comprehen

sive plan and review process. The survey was open

etwegn M §5ﬁd.§eaptember 2025 and received

661 responses.

3. Public Comments and Social Media.

Public comment forms were made available at open
house events to collect open-ended comments on the
plan review. Press releases with links to the survey,
storymap, and public input sessions were issued in
June, July, and August to solicit engagement through
out the planning process. Department contacts and
social media engagement were included in public
input materials.

The public was encouraged to engage with plan
ners and provide feedback in posts on facebook,
Instagram, NextDoor, and the county website.
Public Information and Planning staff developed
press releases, a social media reel, and engage

ment graphics to spread awareness of public INPUt g —e_ wx—8 — Zc... ti—ce% <o ‘e™f>a
‘—7 . fA "> —e—> Zfeeco%o foT ‘ece%od
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2. December 9th, 2025 6:00pm: Second Reading
3. January 6th, 2026 6:00pm: Third Reading

St D tastf” "iTg™ trvr ™fe fo-tt
by County Council on January 6th, 2026.
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Chapter 2

population
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Vec—cte «oOZ—fe. e Zfet —et 1 1COUNNYNASQPPFOXIMALE)Y 368,937 permanent res
S‘—ece% fof <o "fe—"— .. ——"t «ffiganygs. ftspopulation has grawn rapidly since the
2. fZ t..'e'ea o 75 ‘—_e_sje-" 19808, adding over 267,000 residents. The county
—fe - %" ™E tEefet " ' — 7. hgsdne of the highestspopulation growth rates in the
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as the desire for cultural resources and access tdn South Carolina, after Greenville, Richland, and
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in its permanent and seasonal population to inform 9-1% increase of 17,908 people from 2020. Despite
S —— "1 Ti.cectemefoco%od the global downturn, strong population growth

continued through the Covid-19 pandemic and has
accelerated since it ended.

Population projections developed by the county
anticipate its population will increase to 580,775

permanent residents by 2040. These projections do
not account for the county's seasonal population of
tourists and snowbirds that live in the area in the

cooler months.

7 fc'e fe—cof—1F " {@iggp'ggb_e;w?en 2020 and 2023.

population

Population Growth Incorporated vs. Unincorporated Population Groih

277,652

91,285

‘—"...t&4 fee—e —"If—4 xvxva 4 xvxza f—" .. Fa Fee—e —T"Fff—4 ef"c..f-

Forestbrook, and Carolina Forest have growth fastest
since 2000, followed by Conway, Little River, and the
Hwy 90 corridor. These same areas are expected
to see an increase in development in the future as
approved and new subdivisions are constructed in
these areas.

Over the last three decades, all municipalities in the
county have continuously gained population, except
ing some short-term declines from 1980 to 1990
and 2000 to 2010. With 37,214 residents, Myrtle
Beach remains the county's largest municipality,
followed by Conway with 26,082 residents. However, Population growth is mainly driven by in-migra-
unincorporated Horry County accounted for 79.3% tion to Horry County from other counties in South

of the county's population growth and 14,196 new Carolina, neighboring Southern States, and the
Northeast. Since 2020, an estimated 84,490 people

(22.9% of the 2023 population) moved into Horry
County from other counties in South Carolina and
neighboring states.

In 2023, 47,207 residents (12.9% of the total pop

ulation) lived in a different house in the previous
POPULATION CHANGE year. 23,203 (6.3% of the total population) moved
Historically, Horry County’s population has primarily houses within the county, 4,706 (1.3%) moved from
resided along the beachfront and near waterways. another county in South Carolina, and 19,298 (5.3%)
However, areas further away from the beach and moved into the county from other states.

along major highway corridors have seen increased pjost new residents from out-of-state moved from
growth since the 2000 Census. Burgess, Socastee,

75.2% percent
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the South and Northeast, as shown in the graph at Relocation of Residents to Horry County in Past Yea

. . Population Ch 2010 @023
fght. 16,093 county resicnts (4.4% o he county

population) moved out of the county, mostly to
other states.

POPULATION DENSITY

New residents are largely moving into the ar-

eas east of the Waccamaw River to be close to

the beach. This is due, in part, to those areas'

proximity to job centers, housing opportuni-
ties, and zoning regulations .

The map below delineates areas of high population
density and urban land use resulting in a represen
tation of the urban footprint. To qualify as urban,
the Census Bureau requires an area to have 2,000
housing units or a population of over 5,000 residents.

f—r...ta fee—ed of"c...fe ‘ee—ec—> —""i> xvweaXxvxya W vixvz a
Municipal Population Growth 1980-2023
Municipalities 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2023
Atlantic Beach 289 446 351 334 195 283
Aynor 643 470 587 560 974 1,077
Briarcliffe Acres 338 552 470 457 479 499
Conway 10,240 9,819 11,788 17,103 24,849 26,082
Loris 2,193 2,067 2,079 2,396 2,449 2,570
Myrtle Beach 19,702 24,848 22,759 27,109 35,682 37,214
North Myrtle Beach 3,960 8,636 10,974 13,752 18,790 19,343
Surfside 2,522 3,845 4,425 3,837 4,155 4,217
Municipal Population 39,887 50,683 53,433 65,548 87,573 91,285
Unincorporated Population 61,532 93,370 143,196 203,743 263,456 277,652
Total Population 101,419 144,053 196,629 269,291 351,029 368,937
Municipal Population as
Percent of Cotinty 39.3% 35.2% 27.2% 24.3% 24.9% 24.7% N\
‘—"...Fa foee—ed f..FeecfZ fee—ed oef"c..fe fes—ec—> —""F> XVWeERXVXYA W vwvvy a ‘—"...F& fee—ed ef"c...fe fee—ec—> —"7i> XxvweaXxvxya W v{ & """ ‘—e—> Zfeeco%o o ‘eco%od
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Urban Areas by Population Density Population Density
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Population Projections by County Census Division (CCD)
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population

POPULATION PROJECTIONS

Population projections enable the county to take
present action to accommodate future conditions.
Projections can help determine the demand for

future facilities and services. Horry County's 2040 ulous CCDs, accounting for roughly 66.5% of the

population projections and distribution of growth ) . .
are based on Census Bureau and South CarolinaCountys population by 2040. Including seasonal

t he—1 fot <o fZ “Tf<e tf—f g%pglgt.i%ntes:ti)mates, ())f shorlt-term visitorsl an(_:i

County Planning and Zoning. summer residénts, the gquntys .total populla.tlo.n is
projected to reach 1.1 million during peak visitation

Though the county is projected to continue growing season in 2040.
rapidly, local growth rates vary widely. Areas with
the lowest projected growth rates include Floyds SEASONAL POPULATION
Crossroads County Census Division (CCD) (with a
0.8% decrease of 333 people), Loris CCD (with an
8.1% increase of 1,362 people) and Conway CCD
(with a 38.9% increase of 19,930 people).

Population Projections 1970-2040

Anticipated Growth After 2023

CCDs projected to have the highest population

growth rates include Conway East CCD (with an

86.0% increase of 86,763 people) and the Longs

CCD (an 81.1% increase of 8,235 people). Conway
East and Myrtle Beach will remain the most pop

According to the Myrtle Beach Area Chamber of
Commerce, approximately 17.6 million tourists visit
ed the Grand Strand (including parts of Georgetown

County Total % Annual

Census 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2023 2030 2040 Increase  Growth | Growth

Division Rate (%)
Aynor 5,634 7,190 6,844 8,908 10,052 12,420 13,156 15,325 18,911 5,755 43.7 257

Conway 18,665 23,868 26,881 33575 39,715 47,206 51,181 57,939 = 71,111 19,930 38.9 2.29

C‘I’Eg‘g’f‘y 3,419 8,546 17,552 31,639 65,364 96,520 100,920 134,593 187,683 86,763 86.0 5.06
Floyds

Crostroads 3420 3,771 2,964 3,195 3,301 2,909 3,087 2,830 2,754 -333 -10.8 -0.63

'ﬁiit\‘,'gr 4,960 8,781 17,988 26,315 33,652 43,545 44248 53,354 65372 21,124 = 47.7 2.81
Longs 2,788 3,299 3,371 5,625 6,645 9,523 10,155 13,234 18,390 8,235 81.1 477
Loris 9,895 11,137 11,290 13,785 15878 16,770 16,785 17,445 18,147 1,362 8.1 0.48
"B"ggg 21,211 34,827 58,410 73,587 94,684 122,136 129,405 155,668 198,406 69,001 53.3 3.14
Total 69,992 101,419 145300 196,629 269,291 351,029 368,937 450,388 580,775 211,838 57.4 2.56

‘—r..ta Foee—ed F.. . feecfZ fee—ed of"c..fe ‘ee—ec—> —""f> XVWeaERXVXYA W vwvvy &
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County) in 2023. 2019 saw an all-time high of 20.6
million visitors following consistent visitation
growth since 2012. While visitation declined sub
stantially during the Covid-19 pandemic, it has begun

increasing towards pre-pandemic levels.

within a one-day car drive

27% of visitors are North Carolina residents, and
another 16% travel from New York, Pennsylvania,
and Ohio (MBACC, 2023). The average travel party
includes 2.6 adults and 0.9 children and stays 3.8
nights. 25% include individuals over 65 and 20%
include children, exceeding national averages.
Approximately 75% of visitors are under the age of
65, with 63% aged between 35 and 54.

Estimated Number of Visitors (in millions)

a xvxza
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Student Enroliment by Geographic Origin

population

CCU anticipates enrollment of 11,974 by 2033 (a As population density and sprawl increase in urban

6.7% increase). HGTC has campuses in Georgetownand suburban areas, services and facilities will need
Conway, and Myrtle Beach and enrolls 7,923 students to expand to meet growing demand. Horry County
(HGTC, 2025). 96.0% of students are from South will also need to continue to address the needs of
Carolina, and many live year-round in Horry County. seasonal and student populations.

58.1% of HGTC's students in 2024 attend part-time,

and 90.3% of graduates join the local workforcein DEMOGRAPHICS

Horry County.

11,489

high growth rate

"...ta 4 xvxza

a xvx{a

Horry County’s Solid Waste Authority (HCSWA) cal
culates the equivalent full-time tourist population
for a six day stay to be roughly 89.2% of the resident
population (HCSWA, 2022). HCSWA projects that
the peak tourist population in 2040 will be roughly
531,800 people. Adding the projected full-time tour
ist population to the full-time resident population
projection for 2040 shows a total seasonal popuka
tion of over 1.1 million people.

STUDENT POPULATION

In addition to the tourist population, Coastal Carolina
University (CCU) and Horry-Georgetown Technical
College (HGTC) continue to increase their enrell
ment. The traditional academic year starts at the end
of August and continues until the beginning of May.
For the academic year 2024-2025, CCU and HGTC
had a combined total enroliment of 19,148 students.

Students typically reside in Horry County during
the academic year. 40% of CCU's 11,225 students
in 2023 were South Carolina residents (CCU, 2024).

Between 2000 and 2023, Horry County's population
grew twice as fast as South Carolina's.

*a

Population composition is an important part of this
chapter because it considers special populations
with unique needs. Sex, race, ethnicity, age, house
hold composition, education, income and poverty
help describe county residents and their needs.

AGE AND SEX

Consistent with national trends, baby boomers make
up a large portion of the county's population.

Change in Age and Sex Composition from 2018 to 2023

Female Male

ef"<...fe fee—ec—> —"7i> XVW~a&XVXYA W vwvw a
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According to 2023 population estimates, aged 20 to 29 and 30 to 54 could indicate former Senior (Age 65+) Population
41.7% of the county population is aged 55 and residents moving back to the area after completing
older, compared to 31.8% in South Carolina 22T %t 7 fe «<oDZ—8 ‘" etemZ'.. fZe4

and 29.7% in the United States. ,
In 2011, the county’s population aged 55 and older

Horry County has roughly 13.4% more femalesage +& .  +++++ <—o 7 f—c'e f%tT ur —* wv "7 —8F D<o
55 and older compared to males. The county's birth {jme.
rate in 2022 (8.9 per 1,000) was lower than its death

rate (11.1), indicating that in-migration is respon S , ) Htd
ible f t lati th (SCDPH. 2022 tinations, Horry County’s median age is slight-
sible for most population growth ( ' )- ly lower than Florida destinations and slightly

The county’s population aged 20 to 29 years old higher than South Carolina destinations.
remained relatively stagnant between 2018 and _The map at right illustrates the population density

trtua Sce ..'—ZT ¥ T—% —" =S¥ D Zyryegigents/agés b5 years and dlder. These residents

population, the desire for college age young adults (o 19 live along and near the coast in recently

to move elsewhere for higher education, and the yayeloped and develo ing areas. Many county
Feo—el TP —Z—> o —e—<o%o aiipdBL chodsé thei‘r?eﬁ?é

" _ , fteht locations based
dents. In addition, the sharp contrast in population 5 proximity to tourist amenities, service facilities,

Compared to other tourist and retirement des-

Population Composition by Age and Sex

&

Female Male
‘—"...Fa fee—ed of"c...fe fee—ec—> —"7i> xvweaXxvxya W v{ a ‘—"...Fa fee—ed of"c...fe fee—ec—> —"7i> xvweaXxvxya W v{ a
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and the beach. Median Age Compared to Peer Destinations Youth and Child (Age 0-18) Population

The map at right illustrates the concentration of Horry ShmEsm volusia Charleston
children under the age of 18. Mapping density helps County, SC | County, FL | County, SC | County, SC
determine where services (such as schools and .-
playgrounds) are needed. Male children ages 19 and  Age
under outnumber female children, consistent with

national trends. Areas with higher concentrations of - FiGTR w5 o]y b1l ()18 A @010 11 A 20kt cElo ke
children are typically consistent with development
trends. These areas are in greater demand and can
place a higher demand on services and facilities.

48.2 57.3 46.6 39

0-19 20-29 30-54 55+ Total
2018 67,208 37,841 95,685 120,181 320,915

L . 2019 68,369 37,976 97,647 128,180 332,172
These statistics help Horry County predict and

provide needed services for children, families, cOSON 69719 | 38021 99,815 136631 344,186
and Sel‘liOI’S. 2021 69,420 36,329 99,673 139,443 344,865

According to estimates of average life expectancy, the 2022 7228 37,028 100,930 146,335 356,578
overall population of the Baby Boomer generation 2023 74553 36,636 103,964 153,784 368,937

f—r...ta fee—ed of"c...fe ‘ee—o <—> —""%> Xxvw~aexvxya W vwvw &

Racial Composition of Horry County born between 1945 and 1965 will decline between
truu fet trvzad S<Zf —Sce —"%et of> ec%oec<Dc...fo-2>
impact the state and nation, it is expected to have
less of an impact on Horry County. This is mostly
due to the probability that the county will remain
a retirement destination for future generations as
they age.

RACE AND ETHNICITY

3.4% Horry County’s racial diversity changed relatively
slowly between 1990 and 2023. The White popu
lation steadily decreased from 81.3% of the popu
lation in 1990 to 75.9% in 2023, even as the total
population grew. The Black and African American
population decreased from 17.5% to 11.8% of the
population, though it grew by 18,195 individuals.

The Hispanic and Latino populations increased
from 0.9% of the population in 1990 to 7.0% in
2023. Individuals of two or more races increased
from 1.1% in 2000 (when the census category was
v 3R dee—ed eftofe tee—eces i, xvw.E9iAblished) tq 3.4% in 2023. Some of the decrease

©

‘—r...ta fee—ed ef"c...fe fee—ec—> —"7i> XxvweaXxvxya W v{ a
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Racial Composition of Horry County from 1990 to 2022 Minority Population Distribution

Race 1990 % 2000 % 2010 % 2020 % 2023 %
White 117,098 81.3 159,363 81.1 200,920 79.8 265,729 78.6 280,046 75.9
Black or 25,160 175 30,468 15.5 35,510 13.7 39,367 11.6 43,355 11.8

African American

Hispanic or Latino 1,259 0.9 5,057 2.6 14,430 5.6 24,304 7.2 25,961 7.0

Other 1,507 1.03 4,693 2.4 4,685 1.8 1,422 0.4 7,119 1.9

Two or More Races N/A N/A 2,105 1.1 2,722 2.0 7,477 2.2 12,456 3.4
‘—r...ta foee—ed F.. . feecfZ tee—ed of"c..fe ‘ee—ec—> —""f> XVWeERXVXYA W e fet W v{ &

Percentage of Family and Non-Family Households in the proportion of White and Black populations
could be attributed to the inclusion of the Two or
More Races and Other categories and the increase
of Hispanic populations.

The map at right illustrates areas of high minority
population density. Though minorities live through
out the county, large population concentrations are
located in Conway, Myrtle Beach, Bucksport, and
Floyds Crossroads.

HOUSEHOLDS

St 4 4 fee—- —"ff— tiDcete f f°<2> ‘—etS'Zt
as a household in which at least one member is relat
ed to the householder by birth, marriage, or adop
tion. Non-Family Households consist of individuals
living alone or households with members without
natural or marital kinship to the householder.

South Carolina’s household composition is largely VNN
similar to North Carolina and Georgia. Fewer South \“/

Carolina households have children under age 18
‘—"...Fa fee—ed of"c...fe fee—ec—> —""f5 XVWeRXVXY W vx & ‘—"...F& fee—ed ef"c...fe fee—ec—> —"7i> xvweaXxvxya W vxvvw &
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(29.1%, compared to 29.9% in North Carolina and Retiree populations impact household sizes across
32.9% in Georgia). the county, as they typically do not have children at

home. Average household size ranges from less than
2.3 people in the Little River and Myrtle Beach CCDs
to 2.78 in Floyds Crossroads.

Horry County’s household composition is largely
consistent with national averages. In 2023, 97,093
households (66.5%) were considered family house
holds, compared to 64.5% of US households. 37,301
(33.5%) were considered non-family households, EDUCATION
compared to 35.5% of US residents. National and In comparison to national education attainment
county family household rates have both steadily numbers, Horry County fares better in high school
t3...Z2<eft "t” =St Zfe— "'"—>z Pattdinment butilonSnteducdtional attainment for
below illustrates the household composition of 25 years and older with at least a bachelor’s degree.
Horry County in 2019 and 2023. As illustrated previously, the population of resi
The average household size declined from dents aged 20 to 29 years old in Horry County has
2.43in 2016 to 2.41 in 2023, a strong indi-
cation that family sizes and non-traditional
households are growing in our area.

increased. The fact that this population has not
grown likely indicates that graduating high school

Household Size by CCD

Household Composition of Horry County

Average SRR

Aynor 2.77 2.72 2.98

Conway 2.69 2.69 2.71

Conway East 2.56 2.56 2.62

o Hloyds 2.78 2.67 3.03

Little River 2.12 2.07 2.36

Longs 2.49 2.38 2.96

Loris 2.56 2.65 2.37

Myrtle Beach 2.27 2.22 2.38

—r.. fa Fee—ed of"c.fe fee—ec—> —"7f> xvwead%¥Xy.TA W Fxeded efc...fe ‘fee—ec—> —"7i5 XvwWeaXVXYy
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Median Household Income Distribution

Educational Attainment

Males Females
Less than High School 10,495 (10.15%) 8,830 (7.96%)
High School Graduate 36,698 (35.48%) 35,260 (31.77%)
Some College or 32,097 (31.03%) 41,091 (31.03%)
Associates Degree ' ’ ’ ’
Bachelor's Degree 17,501 (16.92%) 16,036 (14.45%)
Graduat z ’
raduate or
Professional Degree 6,656 (6.43%) 9,761 (8.80%)
‘—"...ta Fee—ed ofVc..fe fee—ec—> —TTE> XVWeRXMXY.TA W WEYW R efTc.. fe fee—ec—> —"7f> XVWeaE XV!

and college students move away to begin their INCOME

careers or seek higher education. o ) )
9 While income levels in Horry County have increased

The chart above describes the educational attain substantially from 1989 to 2023, most of this
ment of Horry County. 91.4% of Horry County ¢e . "ffef <o T —F —* <eDZf—-<'od ...
residents 25 years and older hold at least a high of Labor Statistics, the dollar experienced an aver
school diploma or its equivalent, compared tothe f %ot <eDZf—<‘e "f—% *~ vay” " >F /"
national average of 89.4%. In comparison, 26.6% and 2023 — a cumulative 149.2% increase. In other

of the population of 25 years and over possessed a words, the county median income of $24,959 in 1989
bachelor’s degree or higher in 2023, compared to was equivalent in purchasing power to $62,209 in

the national average of 35.0%. 2023, a difference of $37,250 in 34 years. This means
that the median income's purchasing power has

Horry County Schools reported an 86.3% on-time
increased 3.8% since 1989.

graduation rate in 2024, an increase from 83.4% in
2019 (HCS, 2024). The graduation rate is based on |n 2023, Horry County's median household income
the percentage of students enrolled in 9th grade four was $64,623, slightly lower than the state's median

years earlier, meaning roughly 13.7% of students income of $66,818. Although the county has gained
drop out, are held back, move away, or do not com overall population, the median household income

plete the full diploma after 4 years. South Carolina remains below the state average.

drop-out rates are higher for Black (2.6%), Hispanic

(3.5%), homeless (11.2%), and disabled students
(4.1%) than average (2.3%) (SCDOE, 2023).

A more precise way of analyzing and comparing
local, regional and state incomes is per-capita. While
the median household income represents a middle

W vx &
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value that results in two evenly distributed income

residents. With an economy reliant on tourism and

% "' —'e& —St "t .. f «—f <eo.. ‘et "VidhAtbn, the Covit-10~telgté@d downturn had a

obtained by dividing the county's total income by
its total population. Within a more diverse society
it represents a more suitable variable.

In both 1999 (with a per-capita income of $19,949)
and 2009 ($24,790), Horry County had the highest
per-capita income in the six-county area of north
eastern South Carolina. However, in 2023 ($36,572),
it dropped to second highest.

While the county’s per-capita income rose by
$12,478 between 2015 and 2023, it lagged the
statewide increase of $13,389.

Some of these changes can be attributed to high cational attainment levels in Horry County.
of—<fe ™t «oBDZf—<te "f—Fe [T-TMILeitnthdfilt brtWe that while no data on

fet Z .. fZ "<oco%o ...00— '~

Regional Median Household Income

1989 1999 2009 2015 2023
Dillon 18,365 26,630 27,588 28,938 44,038

Florence 24,264 35,144 41,142 42,080 56,088

Georgetown 23,981 35,312 42,283 42,835 66,734
Horry 24,959 36,470 42,642 43,299 64,623
Marion 17,825 26,526 29,626 29,874 34,501

Williamsburg 18,409 24,214 25,948 28,297 43,471

outh 26256 37,082 43572 45483 66,818 couth 11,807 18795 23196 24,604 37,993
Brunswick, 23480 35880 44,321 46,850 74,034 Brunswick, 11688 10857 25993 27586 44,565
Columbus. 18468 26,805 32,283 39,949 48,184 Columbus, 9,134 14415 18,189 19814 26,755
North N/A 46335 45069 46,868 69,904 North N/A 20307 24547 25920 39,616
Carolina ’ ’ ’ ’ Carolina ' , , )
‘—"..ta Foee—ed of"c..fe fee—ec—s "7y xvweavXydd Wiwewyed i<, fe ‘ee—ec—> —"7%> xvweaxvxya
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Regional Household Per-Capita Income

1989 1999 2009 2015 2023
Dillon 8,077 13,272 14,074 14,736 23,016
Florence 11,007 17,876 21,538 22,877 31,803
Georgetown 11,084 19,805 24,147 25,216 43,928
Horry 12,385 19,949 24,790 24,094 36,572
Marion 8,185 13,878 15,892 17,553 22,676

Williamsburg 7,632 12,794 14,636 16,344 24,533

Income by Educational Attainment and Sex

racial income disparities is available for Hor-
ry County, nationally, and in South Carolina,
there are income disparities between races.

POVERTY

e trtud =St "b«..
four in South Carolina was $30,000. 12.8% of Horry
County residents (46,454 people) and 14.2% of state
residents (761,557 people) live below the poverty
level, higher than the national average of 12.4%.
South Carolina’s poverty rate is the 9th highest
nationally, though Horry County’s is 9th-lowest in
the state. The county’s poverty rate is second lowest
in the region following Brunswick County (10.3%),
and similar to the North Carolina average (12.8%).

4.5% of Horry County residents below the poverty
level worked full-time, year-round in the past 12
months, 33.7% worked less than full-time, year-
round in the past 12 months, and 36.5% did not
work. As the number of residents below the poverty
V\I/exg!/)(/)raunemployed increases, the amount of their

fZ TEvo> —87te

population

expendable money decreases, which can have nega
tive economic impacts on the county. It is important

oo <D, fe— <o f.— te f—e—s ™Mf%ote fof fe'Z'rete_} Males Females to note that many social services allocated by the
e tef tio—Tc, ——cte <o "EtDZF .. —fT <o 5% ’<¢.---§f"— fst;'sl\\tszlslllowhfamlhestolquallllflgleven|ft:1eyﬁ_(l)dnot
above. In 2023. 32.3% of households fell into the Less than High School $30,038 $22,315 all be OV\II.t f p?v"erty OIe_ve_.d or ex_an;p e_,l.c [ rehn
income bracket between $35,000 and $74,999, the may qua 'fi)’ or l; Medicai ever; In laml les wit
group considered middle class. 25.0% of households High School Graduate $36,704 $25,978 Incomes above the state poverty level.
made less than $35,000, and 8.3% made less than Poverty is not solely an urban issue. It also im-
$14,999 annually. 12.2% have incomes of more than pacts rural communities with limited access
Some Coliege or $45,762 $33,838 to iob
$150,000. Associates Degree : ’ 0 JoDps.
Another element of income to note is the pay dis This fact is well illustrated in the map below, which
parity between sexes. The chart at right illustrates sl Dgas $55,014 $44,741 shows large low-to-moderate income areas through
the average incomes of both sexes for various edu out rural Horry County, Socastee, and within the
Profgsrg%ﬁf&gree $71.048 $59.216 cities of Conway and Loris.
Z(N('%o tT—f - —Si <'DZ—§ ‘T et ™ ‘—"...F& fee—ed ef"c...fe fee—ec—> —"7i> XxvwWeaXvXxya W wevy &

Percent of Population Below Poverty Level for
Horry County and South Carolina

Szt~ f "fe<Z> *7

‘oo —eoc—> —"7F5 XVWeaE VU
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ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS munity character and quality of life standards.

One of the most important elements of analyzing The following maps show a correlation between the
population data is recognizing trends and overlaps. percent minority and the percent of low-to-moderate
In order to prevent negative public health impacts income households. The areas highlighted are places
or environmental effects on vulnerable and minority  that have greater percentages of minorities than

7 f—<tesd 77> ‘—e_> e—e_ P ¢he state pveraye.«Krowing where low-to-moderate
where these populations are concentrated and where income areas are can help with prioritizing public
these impacts are likely to exist. programs, housing, and infrastructure improve

ments. It is also an important qualifying factor for

It is important to note that these areas are not R
many grant applications.

framed in negative terms and should not be
considered an obstacle to potential growth. coc—FTt e%Z<¢eS "D, <te..> "E E" -

Minority and vulnerable populations want vibrant =S¥ f% 7 D73 ™St Lo pt oty fo o
businesses that add to their economic base without =S “#"> ™*ZZa fe .. Zfee<DET
harming their individual health and well-being. In ~ Bureau. The Limited English population represents

addition, they have similar needs in terms of com 8.3% of the US population, 2.4% of South Carolina
residents, and 2.9% of Horry County residents

‘M 0% Z<eS "'Pc..cte... Percent Minority

W & ©
N\ N\
—r.. fa XVXZ& *F"c...fe ‘ee—ec—> —"TF> XVW|EXVXX W wevy & f—7...ta Foee—ed ofc..fe—¥edeE—> FetTisaxvatTRX\eYydee —W-w|W2TE> XVwea v
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(10,510 individuals). Despite these numbers being VETERANS
low, there are areas of the county that have a greater
"7 te—f%F ‘T St—efSZte ™M
ciency than state averages.

r%Cou yis h%ne (0] oughly 25,455 male and
,801 femalé veterans. Horry County Veterans Affairs
reports that 22,758 veterans in the county receive

Horry County Planning and Zoning evaluates popu 1 —3"fe fefDc—ea fet {taw”™ f"1 ofZta

lation and environmental concerns when evaluating
rezoning requests. Staff also work to identify when
areas exceed state percentages. The trends in this
population data are continually analyzed and mon
itored by staff.

The highest number of veterans served in the
Vietnam era (14,207) and the second highest in
the Gulf War (5,353). When compared to similar
southern tourist and retirement destinations, Horry
County has more veterans than other South Carolina
destinations and fewer than Florida destinations.

HEALTH

In 2024, the Centers for Disease Control estimated
that 34.6% of adults in Horry County were over

Veteran Residents Comparison

17,219

‘—"...Fa Foee—ed i<, fe fee—ec—> —"TF xvweaxvXydad Whewvw@d & F'c...fe fee—ec—> —"7F> XvwWeaXVXYa
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population

weight, while 37.4% were obese and 13.9% had Designing walkable communities with access to
diabetes (CDC, 2024). 36.0% of South Carolinaoutdoor spaces is important to consider in future
adults are overweight, and 13.3% have diabetes. development, as obesity rates have risen dramati
While fewer Horry County adults are overweight, its cally since the 1970s. Providing access to recreation
diabetes rate is 4.5% higher than the state average. fet of——"fZ ¢ f..fe ™M<ZZ Sf~%1 f "'~

The availability of parks and access to natural spaces the physical health of residents and visitors to the

o " Tfe —f tec—("fZ7> <eDZ—%Fe.. . f Scountyfz fet ote—fZ
health. Community design and the accessibility of
Ce ot fote fet "t focte frife « MENIALHEALTH,
individuals' level of physical activity, which directly S<Zt -St"f i . f o> 'Ssec...fZ Sif
correlates to weight. Individuals that live in walkable living near and utilizing recreational assets, the
communities spend more time physically activethan *te—fZ StfZ-S ,tetDc—e 7 o’ tet %
those that live in neighborhoods that are not. do not always require the same physical activity.
Scenic views, such as the beach or waterways, are
higher activity levels for adults cof™Me =T SFTE TRe="" =T fof oke—fZ S
and youth (Lothian, 2010). For many people, this is why they
vacation at the beach and eventually retire here.
Numerous studies document the positive impacts
Obesity and Diabetes Rate Comparisons that recreation can have on mental health, from
reducing depression and relieving stress, improving
quality of life in a variety of ways, to helping people
to feel better about both their surroundings and
themselves. Increased happiness and respect for the
natural environment can also result in an increased
sense of community pride.

DISABILITY

In 2023, 13.2% of the county population (52,467
people) had a disability, compared to 10.1% of South
Carolina and 9.1% of US residents. Most residents
with a disability are age 65 or older (86.8%), and
the county’s growing elderly population explains
growing disabled populations in the past 25 years.

The chart below illustrates the employment status
of the Horry County population with a disability. Of
the disabled population, 47,353 (74.3%) were not in
the labor force in 2023. As the number of residents
not in the labor force increases, the amount of money

W xwyvkas  Zf..fe "'E%..-4 xvxza expendable by residents decreases and the amount
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expended on social services increases.

CONCLUSIONS

Continued monitoring of population trends is neces

human service facilities readily accessible from their
homes. Many may desire smaller housing units close
to shopping and community services with fewer
maintenance needs.

sary to inform public service needs and evaluate the As areas between the Waccamaw River and coast
<o’ f = "7 %o TE eete— 1. coctes "o o HecomRmore. derrsely populated, it will become
nities. Census data shows Horry County’s population increasingly important to monitor and predict the

is growing, with the fastest growth occurring in the
retirement-aged population.

This fact, combined with population projec-
tions, indicates that the county will need to
focus onproviding services .

While still providing for the needs of school-age
children, Horry County must position itself to pre

vide physical and social support to older residents.

The aging population will seek recreational and

Employment by Disability Status

needs of residents in the Burgess, Forestbrook,
Socastee, Carolina Forest, and Little River areas.
Safety services, parks and recreational services

and facilities, housing, and land use will all need

— "FDZt...— =St %" ™ce% fot ...Sfe%
populations. As household demographics change,

so will housing needs.

In addition, as the population continues to increase,
I””) z_._) (AD(...(fZ. f.-l- ._fAA_TM(ZZ
ually improve development and zoning regulations

— " EDZt .- <o "t fece%o sFtte T Z e%ot

well as seasonal and academic populations.

Horry County should coordinate with Coastal
Carolina University and Horry Georgetown Technical
College to improve the retention of young profes
sional and college-educated populations. The county
should prioritize addressing income gaps between
males, females and races and monitor environmental
justice issues. Planning and Zoning staff must cen
tinue to work to identify when areas exceed state
percentages and take this information into account
for rezonings and potential development.

Decisions made by the county government will need

- "iDZi e — —éi ...sf'%o<'%o effte 7«
growing population, particularly needs regarding
income, age and ethnicity.

fee—ec—> —"7F> Xvweadxvxya W w~ww &

%

Your county  your voice our future




Imagine 2040

Cultural
/‘\
@ Resouices
" ELEMENT

yolsr VO r futu




Chapter 3

cultural
resources

"o oS f% Tfe <000 —F A . f'—a HISTORA(:AND.I-F#Q?ORIC PRESERVATION
L,,’c__j: f(—_; —_;f_-ji I ; ;;.T f( . fé((.i___‘,,:W’hj,lerJg\_)/_é@ @Sigigm%gﬁe?f).leginhabited this area
f%<o% ...—Z——"F7 "Fe'—7 fe ot ’centu’rlef bgfmq Eeiropgan settlers, Horry County’s

fot S1"<—f%ta '—,Zc.. f"—4& +—c9eQgraphic isdation fromyinlang Soyth Carolina has

cultural resources

ing in South Carolina (SCIWAY, n.d.) EUROPEAN SETTLEMENT

Horry County’s geographic isolation, diverse natural
resources, and landscapes made it a unique place

American Indian names for many who settled here. From second sons of

*%oZ<eS o ZFete - "<"f—fed DceSt e}

Two tribes remain and actively work to preserve to loggers and farmers, the beauty and wealth of the

American Indian culture in Horry County. The land have attracted people ever since its exploration
fo .. fef™ otcfe $9Z%t ™t t —SaAndhas spurfed,the’development of settlements

ognized by the state of South Carolina in 2005. In throughout the territory.

February 2024, their estimated membership was Early European settlement in the 1600s was limited

roughly 380 (Waccamaw Indian People, 2925)' Early by the natural swampy conditions and Little Pee Dee
settlement maps date the Waccamaw Indian People

back to the early Dimery Settlement which was
located in what is now the Dog Bluff area. They were
skilled in animal domestication and often had deer,
ducks, geese, and chickens. In communal and private
gardens, the Waccamaw farmed and harvested corn,
pumpkins, kidney and lima beans, squash, melons,
and tobacco (Waccamaw Indian People, 2025). In
2004, the tribe received roughly 20 acres of their
ancestral homeland near the Dimery Settlement and
established the Waccamaw Tribal Grounds.

River boundary (Horry County Historic Resources
Survey, 2007). By the early 1700s, European settle
ment began to concentrate in the Little River area
due in part to its location along the King’'s Highway.
It was not until the 1730s when land grants became

TE7 =t = o —Z-—"f7 . —Ci<t B 2B faDZS ke Bl e LITEZ ko~ f o T b ohiediafingidn Tribe, while not recognized

ef—eed Z<¢,"f"cte fot f"— % fZZ1%”Hprrg Coufityss egidy populaon was isolated by
future of cultural resources is of the utmost impor the Little Pee Dee River to the south and west, the
—fe.t JF.f—eF il "T<ce% ST c<Atlantic Deedndo the®dst fand-thie'Waccamaw River

fet echoecOc..fe.d 7 $f..S " —S hndbugk the-eduntyfsrcenterfin addition to this, it was
te ---"—”%T—*' - =St Tt'fzz ---abﬁﬁ‘iétédbyi‘iétﬁf%rweﬁnaéandswampycondi
-S* '—-—>a tions. Nonetheless, several Native American tribes
St —Z-—"f7Z te'—” ... %+ ..Sf:—1dndEyregedr %ettlefnerits £atAblished themselves,
Z>cete Tfret—e e — =" va "het—" andyvithinno?@t’rohsW@grfcbltureZteghﬂéloéyand
'F.o<fZ tTFe—cd "Fe—<"fZea feoTf .indubtryHorfydColnty begarito growipopulation.
= Zf-cte Ltemce—Fe = %" T™ME — ™ZZ L Ftef et

feef?s = oti— fet Te—f —SMERICAR INDIARS

St '«—f%f ‘7 "> f—e—> foet <«—e T ZFA fo ™MLEZZ fo

e—e—fcoco% fof teSfe..<o% —St ~Historically Horry-Ceynty’s original inhabitants
St “fr—e . —Z——"f7 "f..<Zc«—<cerg saverafmalt samerican indidh tribes includ
FSce—-a ing the Pee Dees, Chicora, Sirans, Cape Fears, and

Waccamaws. It is estimated that in the early 1600s
there were approximately 30 individual tribes exist

by the State of South Carolina, is one of the oldest

tribes that reside in Horry County. Originally located

closer to the Horry and Georgetown County lines,

the Chicora were known for their river, saltwater

ef"eSA fet off DceSce%da St Sc..'”f ™ c¢tfe—c"> St
Hickory Grove area as the Chicora Tribal Grounds

where they hold monthly meetings (Pee Dee Indian

Tribe, 2025).

American Indian Cultural Events

Both the Chicora Indian Tribe and the Waccamaw
Indian People participate in the Annual Cultural

Arts Festival and Pauwau held annually in the fall.
This gathering features food vendors, local crafts,

handcrafted clothing, and traditional dancing. Cef7 o f7 me fe—<fZ fet f—mf_—

'—7..t& -2t ff..S +Zc-ta -ata

63



Hory County
Imagine 2040

available that widely distributed settling began.

Townships in South Carolina started in 1730 when
surveyors employed by England’s King George Il laid
out eleven townships. At that time, the Kings Town
Township encompassed much of what is now the
City of Conway. In 1769, the Kings Town Township
became part of the Georgetown District, where in
1785 it would become known as Kingston County.
It was not until 1801 that the Horry District was
founded in honor of Peter Horry, a lieutenant colonel
in the Revolutionary War, a brigadier general in the
S.C. Militia, and later the area’s representation to the
South Carolina State House.

In the 1820s, Henry Buck of Bucksport, Maine
moved to the area to start a timber industry uti
Z<®co% —St frEfie oc%ooe<Dc...f

Horry County Townships 1869

64

hardwood forests. Establishing three mills, one in
Bucksport and two in Bucksville, Buck contributed
—t M e >fe e—f——@ fo
timber-producing districts in South Carolina and
Bucksville becoming the third largest port in South
Carolina. In April 1875, the largest wooden ship,
the Henrietta, built in South Carolina was built at
Bucksville, also known as Middle Mill, bringing

further fame to the area.

THE INDEPENDENT REPUBLIC

In 1852, Horry County became known as the
Independent Republic stemming from its physical,
economic, and political isolation before the Civil
War. This isolation likely saved it from the battles
and d.g.st>ruqti£r.1 t.hgt be(f(gll Charleston and Columbia
(South Strand News, 2018). However, salt was an
important commaodity and the county had salt works
locations in Myrtle Beach, Murrells Inlet, and Little
River. All were destroyed by Union Soldiers, which
was a blow to the Confederate cause. Horry County
also supplied turpentine, pitch, naval stores, and
meat (Ted Gragg, 2018).

ten townships

Within each of these townships, other communities
formed, many preceding the 1869 township cre
ations. Many community, township and place names

remain on modern day maps.

cultural namesakes.

Although the county was spared from severe destruc
tion, the post-Civil War years were nonetheless dif
Dc..—7-4a
economy depressed the economic situation.

The economic turmoil led to the closure of most

of the naval shipyards along the Waccamaw River,
«3 7 —Sit P« taf@ hadaregative effect on local employment and (Horry County Historic Resource Survey, 2007).
income. This was somewhat compensated for by While Horry County did not have a relatively large

the growing popularity and suitability of planting
tobacco along with the arrival of the railroad into
Conway in 1887 and to the beach in 1901, which

provided welcome relief.

GULLAH GEECHEE CULTURE

Many early European settlements in the South were
built using slave labor. Horry County’s relative isola
tion from the rest of South Carolina during the Civil
War era meant that by 1810 the population was
only roughly 4,300, of whom approximately 32%
were enslaved individuals. This is in stark contrast

— =, "Ffee T Tcoedfofe fof -St %oi‘i"fZZ) f(Z(O%o

™1t %" fee foeed— ™MIf co% f- —ZZfS ti1..Si%
‘—r...Fa > "> f™e3d xvxya

cultural resources

to the nearly 80% enslaved population in the rice
plantation counties of Charleston and Georgetown

enslaved population, there was nonetheless a rich
African culture that resonates today.

The Gullah culture is a synthesis of African cul
tures that grew and adapted through the pre- and
post- Civil War eras. Mostly of West African decent,
the Gullah people developed a creole culture with
elements of African languages, cultures and com
munity life.

relative isola-
tion

EMERGENCE OF A BEACH COMMUNITY

A short time after the commencement of railroad
—"fee " —f—<c'ed —SF D<o~ S'—1t7 oo
Inn opened. That event marked the start of the
Grand Strand’s growing popularity as a vacation
destination, spurring tourist-oriented development

all along the seashore.

The growing importance of the automobile as a
means of transportation led to increased highway
construction, improving accessibility. The opening
of the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway, which orig
inally was planned to enhance homeland security
from the sea, indirectly contributed to the growing
attractiveness of the area as a vacation destination.

a tourist driven destination

MYRTLE BEACH AIR FORCE BASE
I 1940, thie Army Air Corps took over the Harrelson
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Municipal Airport to use as a training facik  Urban Village Redevelopment Master Plan, including
ty for pilots. A short time later, the United States the Market Common, was created.

Department of War acquired 6,700 acres, including

the airport, to establish the Myrtle Beach General HISTORY MUSEUMS

Bombing and Gunnery Range. (Barracks, a hospital, |, o effort to educate the pyblic about Horry County

B Fea ol T=SFT Tf L Za—<Fe —fihig s8dPBreSdve histofi¢striidlifes, a handful of
accompanied the base.) The site remained active  ic and private entities have established muse

until it was returned to the City of Myrtle Beach in |, 15 dedicated to Horry County’s unique history.
1947.

_ _ ~ The Horry County Museum was established in 1979
The Myrtle Beach Air Force Base was activated in 1, yreserve the materials and objects relating to the
1956, when many of the original Range buildings yigiory prehistory and natural history of the County.
were torn down and modernized. Units from the 16 mseum serves over 31,000 visitors each year

base participated in the Cold War, the Berlin Crisis, through permanent exhibits, special events and a
the Cuban Missile Crisis and Operation Desert Storm. myriad of educational programs for school children.

The base was closed in 1993 following the National 1o museum relocated from a 6.500 sq ft facility to

Defense Authorization Actin 1991. In 1998, the g pistoric Burroughs School at 805 Main Street
in Conway in November 2013. The new location is
28,000 sq ft and allows for additional permanent
exhibits. The site also includes a 600-seat audio
rium which hosts educational programs geared to
larger audiences and provides the community with
an additional gathering place for cultural and social
events.

The South Carolina Hall of Fame, dedicated in 1973,
was created by the State Legislature to recognize and
honor past and present South Carolinians who have
made a substantial impact on the State’s progress
and heritage. Nominations are taken from the State’s
ten districts. Each district nominates one contem
porary and one deceased nominee. Recipients have
a variety of backgrounds from artists to athletes,
preservationists to statesmen and educators to
scientists. The Myrtle Beach Convention Center is
home to the Hall of Fame.

The North Myrtle Beach Museum opened on April
7th, 2013 in the former North Myrtle Beach Library
building. The Museum features both a long-term

ToZ% A8 oo -SEwe-ve . gallery highlighting various aspects of the region’s
‘—"FE >"-Z% $f..S f.f-c'e fe—fZea -ata
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history and a changing gallery offering short-term Florida. It was created to recognize the important EVENTS of Gullah Geechee culture featuring round table
exhibits of regional interest. The exhibits in the contributions made to American culture and history and panel discussions, a traditional marketplace,
museum showcase the North Myrtle Beach area’s by Gullah Geechee African Americans. It was also festivities with children’s games and vendors, and
history including early beginnings, natural history, designated to help local and state governments as ggo‘spei_ Eép.lclslorl a:redfv.vgrsblp service.

beach culture, shag dance, and leisure activities.  well as public and private entities, interpret Gullah

There are many events in unincorporated Horry
County and the incorporated areas that are hister
<onfZZ> o<%oo<Dc...fo—d ST t< fec

Goechee folkl . s and . the diversity of heritages and cultures in the county. One historical event that takes place is the
The Historic Myrtle Beach Colored School Museum eechee folklore, arts, crafts and music. Galivants Ferry Stump Speaking. This event

. . The Horry County Museums Quilt Gala in Conwa - - "
and Education Center tell the story of the Myrtle The Myrtle Beach Air Force Base Museums are a and Annli/al Pl;uvs\//auuin : norQbucl)th hel Icelebr\;vtey is home to a Democratic political rally held
Beach Colored School, a 1932 four-room segregated series of indoor and outdoor museums of the former ) y P ; every two years since 1876.
. . ) . : unique cultural crafts. The events that emphasize
school that served African American students in  Myrtle Beach Air Force Base. 163 signs throughout the historv and spirit of Horry Countv’s people are
Myrtle Beach for over 20 years. The museum holds the Market Commons district give the history of the y P y y's peop

Numerous important candidates have stumped in
Galivants Ferry including former President Joe Biden.

. . : important.
artifacts from the school and period, as well as a former base from 1939-1993. Planes are on display P The site of the Stump is included in the Galivants
reference library of African American history. The f— f”,<’t f7¢ =Sf— ‘e .3 DZt™ ‘—— *~ —STFhe fHarey Gunty Gullah Geechee Heritage Ferry National Register Historic District and is
building also houses adult education programs and museum exhibits with Myrtle Beach Air Force Base Committee orchestrates an annual Gullah Geecheeially important to cultural heritage. In addition,
continuing education classes. memorabilia at the Base Recreation Center, Crabtree Heritage Film Festival. This festival highlights an  communities throughout Horry County host numer
The Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor runs Gym and the Wall of Service which honor the men eclecvtlc selection ofvnatlorvlal avnd international short ous veteran related festivities including events on
from Wilmington, North Carolina to Jacksonville, 2nd women, civilian and military, that once served DeZeed — f2e7 ST27e =" 770 T=1 — Hémértal Day, tadeperdiénéeDay, and Veterans Day.
' ' atthe Air Force Base. Geechee Heritage Festival, a three-day celebration
The Board of Architectural Review and Historic Festival/Event Location Time of Year
Pregervatlon IS empgwered with the task of pre Horry County Museum Quilt Gala Conway March
serving the local buildings, communities, and places
of Horry County. These irreplaceable assets are Socastee Heritage Festival Socastee April
prqtgcted by thg cregtion of a list of desig.nat_ed Galvants Ferry SUmp Poltical G aiyaps Fery vay
individual properties, sites, landmarks, and historic aly
preservation districts. Currently, there are 276 prop Conway Riverfest Conway June
erties, three trees and one garden on Horry County’s
. . . . . . . L. Horry County Museum Tobacco Conway August
Historical Register along with six historic districts. Heritage Festival
By protecting these properties, the county Gullah Geechee Heritage Festival ~ Atlantic Beach June
seeks to safeguard its cultural and social con- _
nections, promote the use and conservation Sons of ltaly Italian Fest Myrtle Beach June - July
of our resources, encourage a general har- eTufs Stem 70 fZEe " oS October
. Low-Country y
mony of style, improve property values and
strengthen the local economy. Gullah Geechee Community Day Conway February
Research, in general, has shown that a historic des Syrup Day L.W. E:%Living November
ignation is connected with higher property values. _
. . , Annual Cultural Arts Festival and Avnor November
For more information, please see Horry County’s Pauwau Y
The South Carolina Hall of Fame Historic Preservation Plan. FZfome 30 et T et Blue Ribbon Month North Myrtie January
‘v ¥a '—=8 frZ«of fZZ " feta -ata ‘v f& St E™ e efed xvwed
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HISTORY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATIONRNearly all tourists that arrive by automobile. This tinues to lead South Carolina in tobacco production. Century Farms
FINDINGS beach experience is an important mainstay of the As the tobacco industry has waned, new crops like The goal of this state-wide program is to honor
) ) _ ) rural cultural heritage. soybeans, peanuts, and wheat have taken its place. ioneer farms in South Carolina. Eamilies who have 3
Since the mid-1900s, the importance of the tourist Even cotton has seen a resurgence in recent years. - '
industry in Horry County has grown substantially ) _ _ _ owned and farmed the same land for at least 100
to become the main revenue generator and land use built cultural landscape in the rural Each successive trend has left its mark on both the years are eligible for this designation. The program
converter. Over the years, the tourist industry has areas built and cultural landscape. Tobacco barns still dot  opened to Horry County in 1976, and by 2024, 25
spread geographically all across the county, resulting The naval stores industry involved the cutting and farms throughout Horry County, however many of = farms had been designated as Century Farms. The
in commercial growth along the beach front and draining of pine sap from long-leaf pines. After the these are falling into disrepair and neglect. Each of county has the third highest number of Century
suburban residential growth. ship building industry, which relied on these naval these industries required full participation from  Farms in South Carolina. This number continues to
o stores waned, so did the timber industry. every family member involved in farming operations.  grow as more farms within the county continue to
As development and population increases, Horry - : . . . ey
: : , deep traditions achieve this designation. By recognizing the value
County will need to make a conscious effort to pre  The county was at one time one of the largest pfo - - of agricultural lands in Horrv Countv. we are also
serve its history and cultural diversity. ducers of lumber in the South. The boom in the within families gric _ y§ Y:
. - . preserving our agricultural heritage.

lumber industry all but eliminated the long leaf pine

from the county. These former forests were convert Aaritourism

iT ot _‘”f ...... ‘ ‘D(iZT'a :nu) ‘_._) TMf' ‘.:t i A _Si g

preserving the largest producers of tobacco in the South and cen Agritourism is a growing activity in Horry County
historic name-sakes and nationally. The county recognized this and

passed an Agritourism Ordinance in 2016. This

Ordinance was written to allow agritourism activities
RURAL CULTURE such as you-pick, farm-to-table, special events, and
others on working farms. Agritourism is an accessory
use on agricultural land that is designed to diversify
the income stream on farming operations, and to
support the primary use of agriculture. This is a
temporary use on the property, but typically lasts
longer than the time periods allowed by current
special events permits in Horry County.

In Horry County, rural areas account for far more
land mass than the suburban and urban areas. They
also contain a vastly different traditional and cultural
aesthetic. Many rural communities have a culture
based primarily on farming and other agricultural
related activities. Events such as the Aynor Harvest
Hoe-Down and the Loris Bog-Off personify this

culture. Numerous family farms have been in the The permit is designed to encourage the growth of
same families for more than 100 years, qualifying agritourism while assisting in the preservation of the
them for South Carolina Century Farm status, a state rich agricultural traditions that exist in the county.

recognition program.

AGRICULTURE

For decades, roadside markets have greeted tourists
as they’ve entered the county and bid them farewell

as they left. Much like the Sweetgrass Basket makers
in Charleston County, the stands that line Highways

9, 17 and 501 are a part of the beach experience for wezve """ ‘—e—> “ffectd frei- T e St f e ) o
‘f—7"...F&d8 St ‘"> ‘—e—> —et—e3 eata =" Fa TS f—e—s ce—""c.. "fef" f—<'ed cata

agritourism activities
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Rural Tourism has to offer. Events at the Farm change seasonally.

Freewoods Farm is located in the Burgess Community
and plays tribute to African American farming imme
diately following the end of the Civil War. Freewoods
is a 40-acre living farm museum replicating life on
small southern family farms owned and operated
by African Americans between 1865 and 1900. 5
Freewoods Farm provides educational and tourism
opportunities for locals and visitors to the area. FISHING

The L.W. Paul Living History Farm is a 17 acre, Horry Horry C;ounty is home to a la_rge population who
County Museum facility that educates future genera appremates thg hatural ameh!tles thf"lt have led to
Ctee foie e f 7 T frece% 2 UPIQUE L%rfag)pallgp@)lfufutles. This rlature cu
the twentieth century. Plowing with mules, making ture depends heavily on'the preseryatlon of open
lye soap, grinding grits, blacksmithing, curing meat, natural spaces, clean and accessible waterways,

preserving vegetables, milking cows, and harvesting ;:onse':lrdvlitlor! argas, an W'ld"fe manggemhent greas
crops are only a few hands on activities the Farm '°" Widlifé viewing, boating, swimming, hunting,

everyday life of an Horry Coun-
ty farm family living

O

TEETMOte  fre Aa f—7 oY% <o—"> freh —8% >"—' f> “fe-
‘—7..fa > "> F™ed xvxva ‘—7 . 38 tTfe——"fe ™S f fe o 774 xvwzi
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DceSce%od fo> "—"fZ "tectte—e fZallof HaErCounty. Resitlerfts in rural communities
activities, the use of ATVs, and dirt bikes. Such rural have expressed concerns over growth and the impact
amusement activities are essential to providing on their ability to safely hunt.

recreation and entertainment in the rural parts of
the county. CHICKEN BOG

Horry County has a variety of scenic locations in Food in the south, and particularly in Horry County,
which to enjoy nature and view wildlife. The Little is ingrained in culture. From chicken bog to shrimp
Pee Dee River is designated as a Scenic River anéind grits, cultural gatherings often begin with food.
is an ideal location to view wildlife by water. The Although the rice industry was much larger in neigh
Waccamaw River is another waterway in which to boring Georgetown County, it was still prevalent
view birds, alligators, beavers, and other wildlife. throughout Horry County during the 1800s and
Even though advisories warn about consumption of early 1900s. As such, rice replaced bread in the diets
DceS ""te _Stef ™Mf_t "™ fy08 7 . f Z6f hag HorySCouhtyreifizens during these times.
THY eT™ceece% fot DceSce% f— Z'.. f Rigefvasditentseryed vithievery meal. Of course,
via private access areas. this gave rise to a variety of creative ways to serve
rice dishes.

Further to the south, the Waccamaw National
Wildlife Refuge has a number of locations in which
to view threatened bird species, like the Swallow-
Tailed Kite and Bald Eagle. Vereen Memorial Gardens
also provides a great viewing area of tidal marshes
in Little River, and of course, the beach provides a
great location to view a variety of migratory birds.
Waties Island provides an exclusive wildlife viewing
location. While not publicly accessible by car, its
beach can be reached by boat.

Hunting is a common sporting activity in rural areas

of the County. In 2016, just over 2,800 hunting and

sportsman licenses were issued, in addition to over

UArrr ... ‘e <of—c'e S—e_ce% feT DcoeSce% Z<.. foetfe
(SCDNR, 2016). This does not include stand-alone

DceSce%o Zc...feeted St S—e—<ce% ‘'~ tt+’4a t—...°4 t'"f-4
alligator and bear all require supplemental licenses.

Hunting of migratory birds and waterfowl are by far

the most popular types of hunting in Horry County.

Big game licenses, mainly for deer, are also popular.

Hunting typically occurs on private land, in addition
to wildlife management areas. While hunting is pop

ular, there are only three outdoor shooting rangesin ~ S# <«—-Z% % 3 %7
‘—".FE fTZeef STEfT Ufed -ata
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Today, the most popular rice dish is an Horry County event that celebrates the autumn harvest complete
spin of what is called pileau in other areas, Chicken with arts, crafts, food, music, dancing and a parade.

Bog. It is a staple in many Horry County citizens’
diet today and can be found in many restaurants. RURAL CULTURE FINDINGS

Agriculture has always been a major part of As the emerging suburban areas continue to develop
the culture of Horry County. The local farming and grow both in population and amenities, it will
industry once provided the majority of food become increasingly important for the rural district
for the population. to maintain and preserve the characteristics that

As such, locally grown produce like peanuts, pota Mmake each rural community unique.

toes, and other typical crops became part of the Through programs like Century Farms and incentives
seasons and supplement the diets of many Citizens rgcognizing the value of agricultural lands while

today. also preserving our agricultural heritage.

RURAL CULTURAL EVENTS Rur_al culture depends heavily on the preser-
vation of open natural spaces, clean and ac-

In addition to the many events that are held annually  cessible waterways, conservation, and wildlife
at the Freewoods and L.W. Paul Living History Farms  management areas, as well asthe preserva-
are the Loris Bog-Off and Aynor Harvest Hoe-Down tion of agrarian ways of life .

Festivals. Both annual events celebrate the unique

_ _ As environmental concerns rise over development
rural culture that many long time residents love.

in the urban and suburban areas of the county, extra
The Loris Bog-Off Festival began in 1980 and is a efforts to protect the rural culture amenities will be
cooking contest surrounding chicken bog. The many needed. Encouraging the development and estab
recipes presented each year build on the traditional lishment of recognizable community characteristics
DZf " "e —=Sf— “fecZcte Sf™1 'feett(orsenseofplusce)«n ryral areas will also become
tions. The festival also includes music, a car show, increasingly important.

“fetive fof D<"E™ Meedq St e f""fe— ‘fa

Down Festival, which began in 1979, is an annual BEACH CULTURE

Inarguably, the Beach is the greatest cultural attrac

tion offered in the county. The Grand Strand contains
Rural Cultural Events more than 30 miles of sandy beach front coastline.

Festival/Event Location Time of Year The tourism centered development of eastern
Riverfest Conway June Horry County has spawned its own beach culture,
Foi fef™ et te .t Conway ] including the birth of beach music and shag danc
. . _ ing. The 17.6 million annual visitors to the county’s
Loris Bog-Off Festival Loris October .
beaches have created a cultural climate that allows
Horry County Fair Carolina Forest April

for uniqgue commercially driven and family oriented
. April - Octo- . . -
Grand Strand Fishing Rodeo Myrtle Beach AP 2¢O attractions. Tourists spend hundreds of millions of

Sc..ote % Aynor Harvest Hoe-Down Festival Aynor September dollars on entertainment and recreation in the Grand

‘—7..t8 <t fti «’Zta xvxya
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—"fetd eDZ—Fe..<o% —ST "t ——f—<ST 2SI EF.FEF £SE e o f 2. fZZ> +<%TheBDD PAvilionSoriginally opened in 1926, is located According to the 2023 Bureau of Labor Statistics

countless world-class golf courses with their upscale
lodging and residential communities. A mild climate
and diverse natural resources offer a multitude of
opportunities for many outdoor activities as well as

shopping, dining, and other leisure activities.

ATTRACTIONS

The following cultural attractions represent just a
few of the offerings throughout the beach. Ripley’s
Aquarium is an 85,000 square foot aquarium facility
located in the Broadway at the Beach complex in
Myrtle Beach. The goal of Ripley’s is to foster envi
ronmental education, conservation and research
while providing fun entertainment for visitors of
all ages.

>"—71% ifg
‘—”..ta ‘Se ‘Zt-—<4 +ata
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torical property that has been located and relocated,
built and rebuilt, used and reused by tourists and
residents over generations. Originally constructed as
an open-air wooden building beside the Seaside Inn
in 1908, the site became the Myrtle Beach Pavilion
Amusement Park where a permanent carnival resid
ed from the 1930s until 2006. A historical landmark
and destination for beachgoers for over 70 years,
a historical marker stands on the edge of what
is now the 1.2 mile Myrtle Beach Boardwalk and
Promenade. While no longer located in its original
location, this park is survived by a handful of small
er amusement park facilities that continue to thrill
beach-goers annually. One park, located at Broadway
at the Beach carries the Pavilion namesake.

$t > S%1tZ
" . FA ‘—‘e''—4 eata
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on the beach front in North Myrtle Beach, houses Time Use Survey, American men spend roughly 1.6
the Shag Hall of Fame and one of the last open airhours on an average day participating in sporting
pavilions on the East Coast dedicated to beach music. activities. Women spend even less, averaging roughly
The OD Pavilion is also home to a free, ticket driven 1.3 hours (BLS, 2023). Considering an average 18
amusement park of the same name, which claims holes of golf can take upwards of four hours, the
to be the Grand Strand’s newest amusement park. disparity is obvious. Retirees spend more time in
sport and leisure activities, andthe 2013 National
Golf Foundation Survey showed that roughly 38%
of those that golf were born before 1965 (National
Golf Foundation, 2013).

Like the rural roadside markets, Beach Stores have
been a staple of tourist attractions for decades. More
than 50 beach stores of all varieties dot the coastline
selling hermit crabs, t-shirts and beach toys.

Miniature Golf did not originate in Horry County,

bigger and brighter stores
but some would argue that it was perfected here.

The SkyWheel is a 187-foot tall ferris wheel located
on the Boardwalk. When it opened in May 2011, it

was the second-tallest ferris wheel in North America.

GOLF

Golf is a long-standing recreational activity in the
Grand Strand. There are roughly 90 championship
golf courses and 35 mini golf courses located in the
Myrtle Beach area, including the only publicly owned
course, Whispering Pines Golf Club, owned by the
City of Myrtle Beach. The Myrtle Beach Chamber of
Commerce reported thatin 2023 only roughly 12%
of visitors to the Myrtle Beach area patrticipated in
golf related activities.

Due in part to the economic downturn in the early
21st century, the development of golf communities
has slowed. It is important to note that golf is typ
ically conceived as a upper-middle class sport as it
requires substantial amounts of time and money.
The 2013 National Golf Foundation Survey cen
cluded that recreational golfers spend an average of
between $1,200 and $2,000 annually on golf equip
ment (National Golf Foundation, 2013). In addition,
golfers spend roughly $4,000 annually on golf travel.

S(OY:::V‘(.%O <ot 4 2_"
‘—r..t& -8 >'-Z% $f..8 'Z'a -ata
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county, but residents are also increasingly involved
in long-term riding and building of motor sport
activities.

Golf Events : :

Motor sports include the operations of motorcycles,
Golf represents not only a leisure sport, but a method ATVs, dirt bike, monster trucks, remote controlled
of fundraising and charity. One might go as far as to cars, motorized boats, and jet skis. Private devel

call golf a contributor in the culture of giving. One opers are not the only entities addressing this
such event that raises funds annually is the Horry increasing demand.

County Police Golf Classic. This event raises money

on b_ehalf of 'Fh.ef Police Department fpr various Horry County Parks and Recreation
charitable activities, such as scholarships and the

Back-to-School Backpack Program which provides

school supplies to local students in need.

Another such event is the annual Horry County Golf |n addition, Horry County Schools has chartered
Outing which raises funds for the Horry County the Palmetto Academy of Learning Motorsports, a

Special Olympic Games. These games are held apublic charter high school that focuses on motor
Pelican’s Field and support over 400 athletes in

—"f..e fot D<FZt $t7Fe—0a

Not only do departments in Horry County govern
ment raise funds via golf tournaments, many private
and charter schools also utilize the county’s golf
courses in this manner. Another popular charity
event is Monday After The Masters. This event is the
top Celebrity Pro-Am in the country and is hosted by
““—<t 2 ST Z'™DPceS foee—fZ7> <o "<Z f— fUE-
Resort. Monday After The Masters charity contribu
tions focus on education issues in South Carolina and
has raised over $3M during its lifetime.

MOTOR SPORTS

In addition to a culture focused on the beach and golf,
there is a growing number of citizens and visitors
that come to Horry County for its evolving motor
sports culture. Seeking the pleasant weather and
hospitable tourist amenities, motorcyclists gather
three times annually. Also becoming increasingly
popular are ATVs and dirt bikes. These recreational

activities are not only popular with visitors to the f 74>

freters «of tie “fe— <o -8 >7-7% ff..8
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sports, collision technology, and graphics with an to the area, but also with residents.
emphasis on hands-on experience working with
race cars, welding, and bodywork.

along the Grand Strand

Motor Sports Events - . :
Many of these facilities utilize popular tourist areas

There are a number of annual events that take place for peach-front camp sites along with easy access
each year featuring unique motor sports themes. g the amenities and excitement of the beach areas.
Three bike rallies are held each year along the Grand pyjyate campgrounds plan special and thematic
Strand. A Spring and Fall Harley Davidson Bike Week ayents, some centered around holidays, to encourage

is centralized in Murrells Inlet and North Myrtle  eyeryone to utilize their facilities for long weekends
Beach. The Harley Davidson event dates as far backang week long vacations.

as the 1940s. This event features memorial rides for
service members and product shows where riders
can see the latest and greatest bike customization
options.

Numerous campgrounds cater to visitors with RVs,
particularly near Surfside Beach and off of Kings
Road. There are nearly 9,000 campsites in the county,

making up 9% of vacation accommodations (Horry
In the 1960s, a group of African American bikers county, 2017).

in Atlantic Beach started their own rally known as
Atlantic Beach Memorial Day BikeFest. This event
has changed names through successive years but
continues to be held during the Memorial Day
holiday. At its peak, BikeFest attracted as many as
350,000 bikers.

The Wheels of Yesteryear Museum opened in 2009
in front of the Myrtle Beach Speedway on Highway
501. This privately owned museum showcases one
of the Southeast’s most impressive collections of
vintage American-made automobiles.

CAMPING

Camping is becoming a popular vacation and retire
ment choice across the country. It is a long standing
way for families to vacation frugally with a focus on
family time. Similarly, many retirees seek ways to
extend their incomes. This has led to an increase
in camping and demand for long term Recreational
Vehicle (RV) facilities. Camping has developed into a
community culture focused on simplicity. Not only is

camping culture increasingly popular among touristS ... £f« fete fecZ> for %" —et
‘—7.tE «oc- H>7-Z% ff..Sa -ata
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SEAFOOD utilize urban infrastructure to encourage health
and athletics. The Myrtle Beach Marathon uses city
and county locations for family fun, 5k, 10k, half
. rréarat)hpﬂ, ¢ang 5el3,y.rurns Aztrll(?tlc tournaments and

= b
competitions occur year round.

Local seafood is a mainstay in the diets of residents
and tourists who visit the many seafood restau

"fe—ed ‘... fZ ,Z—1%t .."f,*4& *S"«
can be found in specialty markets and restaurants
throughout the Grand Strand. Fishing, crabbing and The Arts & Gallery Trail features unique museums

shrimping are also popular ways to catch local sea and artistic attractions, including oceanfront sculp

food without the necessity of purchasing it. tures and alleyway murals, across the Grand Strand.
§cZ% o f 't co f ofcoe—fra —8% Dl’g%lgg%obr?yv%n_.e_s. on, 'ghe( ?eer Tra_ll offer diverse
. o . . events and activities with live music. The Grand

small and mainly located in Little River. It is nec

essary to protect area water quality and marine Strand Mini Golf Trail includes more than 30 stops
Z<F - St7 '"tet""t —St D<-S<'%c(>VI<S|°t'F/Iﬂtloe—a%al'qh"zp—zz})z<—>é
—TFe-208 —Sce oo f 22 Do St Bgbdep UL TUREFINBINGS

dock space and has limited capability to expand
due to the lack of dock access and competition for The beach culture offers a wide variety of facilities
tourism related watersports, tours, casino boats and With amenities that are frequented by both tourists

.Sf"—1" D«eSce%oa

BEACH CULTURE EVENTS

Beach culture events are popular with visitors

and locals. Some beach culture events focus on the

unique seafoods that coastal South Carolina has to

‘"ttra St Z—3F f, te—<"fZ ™fe D<o~ StZt fZ %o
the waterfront of Little River in 1981. The festival

celebrates the blue crab which can be found in the

waters of the Little River community. The festival

includes food, music, vendors and activities.

The Shrimp Festival is another event held in Little
River annually. Many events center around utilizing
the exceptional weather and the commercial facHi
ties that the urban beach district of the county has
to offer. For example, Myrtle Beach’'s Hot Summer
Nights takes place on the Myrtle Beach Boardwalk
and features music and family friendly activities that
encourage attendees to visit Boardwalk amenities.

Beach Boogie, the BBQ Festival and numerous shag
contests held throughout the year celebrate the s .
unique history of dancing in the county. Other events *—~...ta —« >~ f..54 -ata
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and locals. Tourism helps support Horry County the_ economy is the threat pf hurricane_s. The performances, art shows, theater productions and

both economically and culturally. The urban beach ability of the county to rebuild and continue to special cultural events on campus.

area not only contains a large portion of the cultural Fes“‘fa"Eve"t Location [fime of Year provide services to both residents and tourists CCU offers a diverse schedule of public cultur-

facilities, but also a substantial portion of the events. = <¥7> 7, 7 [+ T#" T Nerdthe January quickly after a storm is essential. Al events that showcase the creative efforts of
While many of these events and venues are fo—f—"fe— fte '——35 fMyitle Beach January ARTS CULTURE their students a”d present W0r|d_'C|aSS p_erfor-
well advertised by private entities, publicly Broadway at the mances and exhibits by professional artists .

Ripley's Penguin Dash 5K February

sponsored events rely heavily on word-of- Beach The arts are an integral parts of the county’s vitality. As Coastal Carolina University’s student body and

. . S ece5 ‘e —Si —"f'T et . . - . ; ) ) i
mouth and social media. st Mérrefis Inlet February Not only can the arts enrich reS|dgnts daily lives . |aim grow, so will their cultural offerings.
by providing a deeper understanding, tolerance

Looking into the future, Horry County will need Surfside Beach BBQ Festival Surfside Beach March , ) , ;

i continue o subbort beach culture events bein e Bese o e Bese B and respect for diversity, but it can also serve as a CCU also houses the 750-seat Wheelwright
) _ P _ 9 Can-Am Days Festival Myrtle Beach March i i ity i i Auditorium. Built in 1981, with funding from mostly

held in the incorporated and unincorporated areas. s e s s o ground‘lng f(grce In community |deI1E|ty. The 2017 @rivate sousces. the thegiegand music departments

It will also need to ensure that the character of the Day Parade & Fecival. o T Beacn March fociefZ «<—coedes —77d> <TIe—c O Sops. o B

openness and acceptance of diversity. This number Y&&r for student productions and performances. In
Run to the Sun Car Show Myrtle Beach March was down from 51% in 2015 (National Citizens addition, Wheelwright hosts many University and
Survey, 2017). community events, and houses events from the

beach communities is not lost through incompatible Myrtle Beach Marathon Myrtle Beach March
development or threatened by rising land costs.

Another important factor in the county’s abili- North Myrtle

ty to maintain and enhance beach culture and Society of Stranders Spring Satfari Beach Apr Long Bay Symphony. The performing arts are also
L7t Ef..5 't " ..+ WysleBeich April Openness and acceptance t(.)war.ds .people of diverse
backgrounds ranked lowest in District 7 (27% pos
Monday After The Masters North Myrtle April " o " : :
Beach itive) and District 4 (36% positive), and highest in
f774> fTcte's <ot tfe Varies May/October District 10 (56% positive) and Districts 11 and 3
§ ) (both at 55% positive). Providing the opportunity
—Zfe—c... <oF Tt Varies May . . .
to experience and cultivate an appreciation for the
Little River Crab Festival Little River May arts IS a County asp”’atlon.
Native Sons Salt Games Myrtle Beach June The Arts include literature arts—including poetry,
Myrtle Beach Hot Summer Nights ~ Myrtle Beach  June-Septem- prose, and drama; the performing arts—including
: : music, dance, and theatre; and the visual arts—
Horry County Special Olympics Varies June

including drawing, painting, photography, and
May- October sculpting. The Culinary Arts can also be included
in this broad arts culture category. The majority of
more typical arts culture opportunities are located
SC's Largest Garage Sale Myrtle Beach  September nearer to the beach and urban areas and are centered
around the Coastal Carolina University campus.

Golf Tournament

North Myrtle

Movies at McLean Beach

Beach Boogie and BBQ Festival Myrtle Beach August

Surfside Begggtieglnual Family Surfside October
Little River Shrimp Festival Little River October Coa_Stal Carollr_la Unllv_erS|ty (CCU)_ pIays a pIVOtal
role in the arts, in addition to producing an array of
Conway Fall Festival Conway October . .
sporting events, lecture series, and classroom opper
Sounds of Summer North Myrde — June Septem- tunities. CCU faculty and staff create opportunities
for their students to produce and experience cultural
North Myrtle Beach Noréhegllcyhrtle April " . ”p , « ‘p I
cvo 27 rfez fl—e@ o ——"¢8 —=5F .fee—ec—> LedPyr fltpmyids-
‘=" 38 ceem HU-Z% if..Sa -ata ‘7 EE ZZ%ete 0 cemce.—<'ed cata
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supported privately by groups such as The Carolina was moved to its current location at the former

Master Chorale, the Atlantic Stage, and at Horry Springmaid Resort Beach. Those who preserved
County Schools. the house envisioned a place in the Myrtle Beach
area where the visual arts could be explored and

The Franklin G. Burroughs-Simeon B. Chapin Art
showcased.

Museum opened its doors in 1997 as a contempo
rary art museum emphasizing the works of living The Rebecca Bryan Art Gallery is located in the
artists. Housed in the Springmaid Villa, the museum Thomas W. and Robin W. Edwards Humanities and
provides a full array of educational opportunities Fine Arts Building at Coastal Carolina University, the
in the visual arts such as classes for children and Rebecca Randall Bryan Art Gallery is a public center
adults, gallery talks, and other activities. for the visual arts. The gallery opened in 2001 and
historical sig- holds 6-8 exhibits each year. The exhibits are open to
e <O «... febfartg the public and the gallery is committed to its mission
of researching, exhibiting and interpreting objects,
activities and documents for the purpose of study,
education and enjoyment.

St Stf-"t ‘" -St ' —,Z«..
non-professional theatre group with a proud history
of providing high-quality, affordable theatre to a
wide variety of audiences. Founded in 1969, Theatre
8t ' —,Z<... ™Mfe tHec%oof—FT
of Horry County by special state legislation in 1975.
In 1999, TOR completely restored and moved into
the Main Street Theatre. It is now an anchor of the
historic district of Conway.

The home was built in 1924 and was used as a vaca
tion home until 1975. After changing ownership
the house was left abandoned until 1984 when it

The Long Bay Symphony offers diverse and com
prehensive programming to the eastern Carolinas
region through various entertainment and education
opportunities. The Symphony and its education pro
grams serve a diverse audience including minority
populations and the disabled.

local schools

St ‘e%o > >e'Stes
‘—"..f& «<e<— >"-7Z% ff..S& xvwla
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There are numerous additional venues with music
and theater related events including:

=

House of Blues

Legends in Concert

Carolina Opry

Alabama Theater

Medieval Times

Pirates Voyage

Crocodile Rocks Dueling Pianos
Carolina Improv

. Greg Rowles Legacy Theater

10. GTS Theatre

©Oo~NOORWDN

ARTS CULTURE EVENTS

cultural resources

a four-day-long annual event that features some of
the most popular Country Music stars and attracts
thousands of tourists each year. The South Carolina
State Bluegrass Festival takes place in November
annually at the Myrtle Beach Convention Center and
highlights the top names in Bluegrass music.

Many other art culture events revolve around visual

arts such as The Annual Art in the Park, a multi-week
event in October featuring photographs, paintings,
E+T™FZ"54 ...f"fec...oad fet ‘—=SF” '«
Chapin Park in downtown Myrtle Beach.

Perhaps the most popular arts culture events revolve

around the Culinary Arts. Rivertown Wine Around
and the Conway Chocolate Walk are two such events

Some of the most popular arts culture events revolve Which feature local vendors serving rich delicacies

* “» g@oln®music. The Carolina Country Music Fest is and beverages to residents and tourists alike.

4 i _ o9 Se
"7t tf..Sd..ce

et
a-ata

The Annual Art in the Park

‘" tA ZZt"fte—e <o >"_7%
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The Myrtle Beach Jazz Festival is important to pre art in public places and hosting art culture events,
ef""<e% —St Sce—'"5 T fUTEY _fted— oEBZ fetB«fel te—<"fZed s—oc... f
and jazz icons such as Little Richard, Otis Redding, culinary arts festivals, will further strengthen Horry
Billie Holiday and Ray Charles have performed County’s art culture identity. Not only will this
there. The man responsible for bringing these strengthen openness and acceptance of diversity
artists to Carver Street was legendary Black club within the county, it will help provide a deeper
owner, Charlie Fitzgerald. Mr. Fitzgerald owned and understanding, tolerance and respect for diversity
operated Charlie’s Place, a supper club, that was aand can also serve as a grounding force in commu
staple on Carver Street in the 1930s, '40s and '50s nity identity.

on the Chitlin Circuit. The Chitlin Circuit was a string Creating arts districts in neighborhoods  with

of performance venues that were deemed safe for |51ge anchoring venues or a group of smaller
Blacks, especially in the south, to perform during  complementary arts or entertainment facili-

segregation. ties could generate spin-off activities, such as
guided tours, restaurants and gift shops - all
ARTS CULTURE FINDINGS of which are popular economic drivers in Hor-

. . . . r nty’ rism in ry.
Creating opportunities for local artists by promoting y County’s tourism industry

Arts Culture Events

This could also help bring about revitalization,
enhanced sense of place, and identity in these areas.

Festival/Event Location Time of Year ¢
temify §'.'Zf-t fZe Conway February Religious organizations have a long history in Horry
Myrtle Beach International Film The Market April County. Over 400 churches representing a variety of
Festival Common p

T ke TEe ['TEee "7ceds Brookgreen denominations as well as multiple synagogues, tem

Festival Gardens April ples and mosques, community faith-based cultures
"oe <o =8% fre Myrtle Beach  October add to the quality of life in Horry County. Church
Myrtle Beach Jazz Festival Myrtle Beach October life in the county is not limited to Sunday morA
S.C. State Bluegrass Festival Myrtle Beach November ing WOI’ShIp services. A Va”ety of church related
CE™ m_e fet ngn 5 April & activities take place during the week and over the
froo f Af Show f "= myrteBbach October & . .
rt Show Nobember summer while children are out of school as well.

North Myrtle  June-Septem- Recreational outings for youth groups and adults
Beac er .

are common in Horry County churches and help

to unite the congregation and community. Several

Music on Main

Z—1t%"fee ‘o =St f.... f «Gomway May
Rivertown Music & Craft Beer

. C M .
Festival onwey Y churches also offer nursery, Parents Morning Off,
CHT-TMe ced T'—et Comway June day-care, and educational programs.
Carolina County Music Fest Myrtle Beach June .
Rivertown Dine Around Conway September Local cemeteries have also helped to record the

Surfside Beach Family Festival Surfside Beach September hiStOfy, fe|igi0n and culture of the cou ntY-

<F fr e Ae-df 2 Conway June Over 240 cemeteries are listed in Horry Coun-
Taste of the Town Myrtie Beach October ty’s Historical database, many containing
Carolina Beach Music Awards Myrtle Beach November
87
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Although not a complete list because it is an ongo
ing project, the cemeteries are listed along with
locations and graves on Horry County’s webpage.

¢

Many faith-based cultural programs encourage a
culture of giving asking members to give both their
time and money to help special populations within

Festival/Event Location Time of Year
Groovin’ on the Green Conway May
-a f _I—je(s'ti\'/'c;l'l. © B T TE ik Beach March
ZEfe fre fe—1" %0 %o Ngébe_la\lllcyhﬁle Easter
Easter EggFI;gt?\Eéﬁc Children's Surfside Beach Easter
Gospel Festival Noréhegllcyﬂtle August
»"—Z% $f..S "tte te— Mtk Beach October
‘et te —SE fo.... fef™ Conway October
o i e~ Myrtle Beach October
Cooode .Feséti\’/,a;I. —efe ST f ¥ajrtle Beach November
The Snowball Drop Conway November
Holiday Open House Conway November
Broadway’s g;?aedléighting and Myrtle Beach November
Intracoastal Christmas Regatta Myrtle Beach November
Surfside Beathla'rl'gzg Lighting and Surfside December
Rivertown Christmas Conway December
North MyrtIePIE;(reggg Christmas Norltahegllcygrtle December
Great Christmas Light Show Noréhegllcygtle October
Ripley’s Festival of Trees Myrtle Beach December
The Great Christmas Light Show Noréheg/lcyﬂtle December
co—f” teti"Zfet f— —-Sit Wyfite Beach December

88

the community. Beach Church located just outside of
Myrtle Beach carries on a monthly program called

Beach Buddies Parent’s Night Out which serves fami
lies of children with special needs. Church volunteers
plan and organize an evening of special activities
centered around a theme for children with special

needs while their parents spend the evening out.

Similarly, Christ United Methodist Church holds a
Homeless Outreach once monthly. This outreach
program provides lunch and necessity items such as
hygiene bags, blankets, clothing, shoes, and grocery
items to upwards of 50-100 homeless individuals.
Other churches participate in similar activities
monthly.

fo> Z'...fZ s—fraf-—@S'etame'ee Dot f

community via Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS)
programs in Myrtle and North Myrtle Beach which
are sponsored by area churches. MOPS is an inter
national program which facilitates meetings for
mothers of children of kindergarten age and younger.
Many churches hold fall pumpkin festivals, along
with Christmas and Easter events. There are also a
variety of holiday events including: Valentines Day,
Saint Patrick’s Day, Halloween, Thanksgiving, and
New Year.

¢

Horry County’s 2017 National Community Survey
found that 60% of Horry County residents partici
pate in religious or spiritual activities, higher than
the national average. Similarly, 71% of respondents

1’1‘DZ¢...—¢T 1‘0(_(~iz) LS _S:t cr e

ipate in religious or spiritual events and activities
(National Citizens Survey, 2017).

Looking into the future, Horry County can utilize the
participation of its citizens in religious and spiritual
events and activities to engage residents in other
events and cultural experiences.

cultural resources

CONCLUSIONS local history and heritage, public art, music, and

_o(_(:l:o ! ’f”_(_”

physical spaces devoted to cultural activities. This
includes churches, museums, libraries and art galler
ies. In 2010, the Knight Foundation published a study
identifying the key elements that create community
ttaictSJmme iP.trl(? &arge[ grea around Myrtle !Bea(?h.
It found that social offerings were a key driver in
community attachment. The study concluded that
this attachment through a unique sense of place
Several of the cultural facilities in our county are tied could be strengthened by enhanced aesthetics,
to history, embedding further the desire the com  improved offering of cultural learning events, and
munity has to preserve our heritage. Horry County festivals that would encourage a greater feeling of
contains a wide variety of facilities that encourage community openness to diversity. While some areas

cultural participation, but improvements can and  of Horry County have a strong sense of place due to
should be made. —St¢” Sce—""¢.. e<%oecDc...

Cultural heritage can provide an automatic sense
of unity and belonging within a group. It allows
us to better understand previous generations and
the history of where we come from. Culture can be
T8t 2Dkt <o fZf...f ™MSE"L 07
aspect of life, whether it is enjoying a play or musical
event, taking in a game of golf or visiting a museum.

. ~

Mgnééiﬁg cultural resources means preserving the feckhoecDe..

the sense of place in commu-
nities

Both the Burgess and Carolina Forest communities

Sf 't <tfe—<Dctt —Sf— "fectio—e ™fo

tity. Some of this identity can be achieved via more

Liee—ec—s P f——<D<c...
and amending regulations to enhance district com
munity, the creation of community or area plans that
encourage the preservation of community identity,
and the enhanced education of residents about the
county’s unique history and communities.

As the population continues to grow sustaining and
improving the functions provided by the various cu
tural facilities and organizations will be important.
Promoting the diversity of character and working
to enhance the uniqueness of each community is
vital. Increasing participation in existing events,
creating additional cultural offerings, and expanding
historic preservation will further tie residents to
their communities.

89
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Looking into the future, Horry County can enhance
cultural offerings by better advertising events. This
can be achieved via social media, public broadcast,
utilization of news media, and continued persistence.
Planning for the future of cultural resources is criti
cal because preserving the individual character and

s oo D fet T Ef.S 0 —SEet (Zfode feof UL

contributes to the overall community essence of
the county.
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Chapter 4

NAtural
resources
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natural resources

ECOSYSTEM SERVICES

The natural environment provides a variety of ben
fDcoe "7 L8 M Zt7f fot ¢“z¢ é
—St ,fefDc—e " f STfZ-S> fe

groundwater supplies, and trapping and remov-
ing sediments, nutrients, and chemical pollut-

[~

?d,fhazard reduction by reducing the

~ _ e n TTM [ ¢ O ™ ”
tags and cannot be bought and sold, changes in ez ’ D 2 <* %o ., f t-a ,,f ?
: : . FZffece% DZ'tT™f—_f1"ea —St"f >
their supply and capacity may or may not be readily peaks

apparent. As development and resource consum . e .
_pp . i P . ) P 3. Climate stabilization and moderation of
tion continues to increase, it is essential for local . o o=

> = ‘ n ~ 1 ™ i Iy S i :t iy N ° a e — S f D Z I
fet %oZ',fZ T .. ¢>e—Fe o7 fe - '+ <Tte—<D<IT A

. . . . 4. The regeneration rime a rlcultural soils
monitored and that their value be incorporated into . g . p g

- : and pollination for the cultivation of crops, graz-
decision-making processes.

ing of livestock, and harvesting of timber.

St «<eSt"Fe— fefDc—e 7 of——"f7 "H: Divérse faunerandandséabes that provide
but are not limited to: critical breeding, nesting, and feeding habitats
1. Water quality protection and enhancement for many species of mammals, waterfowl, rep-
by moderating surface runoff, recharging —<Z%ea DceS fol «SFIZZD S 71 .. <%

2008 Land Cover Distribution in Horry County 2021 Land Cover Distribution in Horry County

—7 LA f-<'efZ fet TE f—f.feiaXVMAA f-<'ofZ fef '"f" f—-f,.feta xvxwa
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f-f.f*t xvxwa

6. Recreational opportunities for bird watchers,
hunters, canoeists, anglers, and others.

7. —"<Pc.. f=c'e " f¢" =S""—%S "~

natural resources

million acres within the state of South Carolina
4 ~ata St ‘o> —Vfeef . —e
tersheds$:ith¢ Larhbér River, Little Pee Dee River,

8. <‘'Z'%o<..fZ = fee t"ef e —S" WisGMBWRIEr,DewerfPee Dee River, and Coastal

tion and decomposition of waste.

sy f—e—> Sfe ec%oo<Dc... fo— ™f—1'PdgPee-dnd Waccamad Riviers. These slow-moving

ing multiple watersheds, freshwater wetlands and

South Carolina Drainage.

Horry County's watersheds are dominated by the

black waters of the Lumber, Little Pee Dee, Great “

11(~:tu .>._i.. DZ‘TM _Sni_%oé Aiui._tT

Carolina Bays. Its natural resources are largely tannin-rich decaying vegetation stains the water
TEDcett > <—e ofE"” ™Mf_I"™F> darkboW” —"<,——f">

"R R fol FSfeec™t DZUTZf <228 1he Lumber River originates in North Carolina and

Horry County lies within the Pee Dee River Basin,
which incorporates 45 watersheds and some 5.5

- U fef™ f-t"e8%t ..fttea -ata

hugs the western border of Horry County where it
becomes the Little Pee Dee River at the Route 917
bridge. The Little Pee Dee River follows the county
Zcot ot ——-S ™St " (— . —""Fe —* _Si
the Waccamaw River. The Waccamaw River origi
nates in Lake Waccamaw in North Carolina. It enters
Horry County at the state line northwest of Hwy 57,
meanders southwest through the City of Conway,
turns south between Bucksport and Burgess where
it meets up with Little Bull Creek, and continues into
Georgetown County.

The Little River is a short waterway that enters the
Intracoastal Waterway just south of Bird Island. The
Intracoastal Waterway originates in the Cape Fear
River in North Carolina and enters Horry County
northeast of Little River, paralleling the coast line

— o7 (= ——Vee o' __S™Mte_ off" >"._7
into the Waccamaw River southwest of Socastee.

Horry County’s rivers serve as scenic resources and
are a draw for outdoor recreational enthusiasts. The
upper reaches of the Waccamaw, Little Pee Dee, and
Lumber Rivers are covered in vegetation and are
often impassable by motorized boats. Their sandy
banks are enjoyed by boaters and campers alike.
Further downstream, the rivers widen and merge
into one another, the sandy banks disappear, and the
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Winyah Bay. Eventually, these dark waters disperse ily on surface water, leading to a large recovery of
into the Atlantic Ocean and darken the waters along aquifer levels. More information on water quality
our coast. and water suppliers can be found in the Community

Bull Creek, the Great Pee Dee and Little pee  Facilities Chapter.
Dee Rivers, and the Intracoastal Waterway

are the primary sources of drinking water in State and National River Recognition
Horry County, making water quality and pro- In 1989, the South Carolina Rivers Act established
tection of these rivers of utmost importance. the South Carolina Scenic Rivers Program to protect

Extensive development and often over-pumping the natural and cultural heritage of South Carolina’s
of the Black Creek aquifer in the 1980s depressed rivers. Natural and scenic rivers or river segments
water levels leading to declines of up to ten feet Wwith unique or outstanding scenic, recreational,
per year. Most utilities and municipalities in Horry %o f‘Z‘%o<...& ,'—fe<..fZ&4 D<eSa ™McZtZ< 14 Sce—""¢... 7" .. —Z-—"(17
County abandoned their water wells from aquifers values are selected to join this program. In 1990,
in the Black Creek Formation and built surface-wa fourteen miles of the Little Pee Dee River from

ter facilities due to these declines. Since then, water <% S ™ f> uyz —' =St ...‘eDZ—te...f ™Mc-S St "ff- tt%
7N
N
frfoce% <o —8% f.. .. fef™ i Z—t "f<Z ™ e% "<t%t TE" -8t e f .. fe—fZ f-%"T™f>
‘" A f-c'efZ <t"s "Et..-4 -ata ‘7t "fet —"fet f%foecetd Xxvwed A s e—s Tfeeco%o o ‘ece%od
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Dee River was designated as a State Scenic Rivewaterway in Horry County mimics the blackwater
In 2002, the governor signed a bill designating 70 rivers in the area.

m.|les of the Gregt Pee Dee as a Scenic River from theOriginally established to provide a safe transpor
Highway 378 Bridge between Florence and Marion tation route and to protect commerce, the ICW

Counties to the nghway 17 Bridge at Winyah B.ay. now mainly serves as a route for transient boaters
Landowners, community leaders, and South Carolina and other recreational users. Because the ICW is

Department of Natural Resourcgs s.taff are currently no longer primarily used for the transportation of 4
developing the Pee Dee Scenic River Management

Plan to address key environmental concerns and

management practices to implement on lands ber
dering these scenic rivers. In 2019, Grande Dunes, a master-planned commu

nity, opened a publicly accessible walking trail along
the Intracoastal Waterway (Grande Dunes, 2019).

goods, it is no longer regularly dredged to sustain its
channel, potentially affecting its future navigability.

The Waccamaw River is another scenic waterway of
historic and ecological importance. The Waccamaw
extends 100 miles through the protected bottom  Eigh Consumption Advisories
land hardwood swamps of the Waccamaw Heritage
Preserve and the Waccamaw National Wildlife
Refuge. It also connects the City of Conway to the
City of Georgetown. In 2009, it was designated as a
National Water Trail by the National Parks Service
bE o f—et 7 <=0 Z' . fZ fet "t%o<'ofZ e<%oe<P<...fe... T4 St
Waccamaw Blue Trail draws paddlers and wildlife

enthusiasts to the area.

=" f o fe=fZ f-%™f>
The Intracoastal Waterway (ICW) is a 3,000 mile
inland waterway that runs parallel to the Atlantic
and Gulf coasts. Some sections of the waterway
consist of natural inlets, saltwater rivers, bays and
ot —oeted MSZt ‘—St"e ' f'—<P<...<fZ ...fofZed S<Z% -St
Waccamaw River and Little River are natural por
tions of the ICW, the majority of the ICW in Horry
County was constructed by the Army Corps Of
Engineers (USACE) in 1936. Over time, the water
way has become a part of the natural scenery. While
-St co Vs ey <o —<tfZ7Z> <oDZ—Fe...FtTa of7Z-
™MF_F" ‘eZ> <oeDZ—Ffeo.. . fe <—e ¢ _St"e "Ff .S <o «——7%
River. The remaining portion of the ICW in the Grand

Strand is freshwater until it reaches Winyah Bay in

—Zf'—(_,_ o_"f__‘fo_fz f-t"™f> ‘1 Q, _tTM o C ey A - n__ " fre —1—‘"13'_ ‘_.;;;"]'M,\f>_” (v fz"%o —gi -—"f...‘f~—f2 f
‘7 L FA "fet —"fet fU%fec<eta eata T %0+ >a St f <D<---<«f2__¢a f<f‘r —fe4 x$vd1'-a

Blackwater rivers are known to have naturally occur
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ring mercury, which can be toxic to people, wildlife  Silviculture practices and isolated wetlands are
and the environment. While naturally found in our typically exempt from these federal requirements.

air, water and soil, mercury is also released into the South Carolina’s Pollution Control Act serves as a

environment by human activities from industrial mechanism to protect isolated wetlands that are

sources that burn coal to improper disposal of mer  not within the Army Corps’ jurisdiction. DES is the

cury-containing products. These toxins build up in  regulatory agency responsible for implementing
—St —cee—1F T efes —5’fe 7 PceS ™ihis act ane+egutating wetlands in the coastal zone.

%S Zt"fZe 7 of” ... —7"> .. fe '« LodAlkgoBernments-alsod have the authority to estab
tion advisories, which indicate consumption of lish regulations that exceed state and federal stan
DceS oS —7Z1 ,f Zcec—11a fectte odards. HotydCound/Fequiresa wetland delineation
taminants, like polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) letter from the USACE and protection during con
and radioisotopes can also prompt an advisory. struction. Despite growing efforts to preserve wet
Fish Consumption Advisories are issued by South lands, they continue to be lost at a rapid rate, both
Carolina Department of Environmental Services from direct conversion and degradation.

(SCDES).

Carolina Bays

. Carolina Bays are elliptical-shaped, freshwater wet
Wetlands make up approximately 45% of Horry  |ands that are only found in the coastal plain of the
County, with the majority being freshwater (National  eastern United States. They are oriented in a north

Land Cover Database, 2021). west-southeast direction, and their origin remains
Forested wetlands have decreased20% while unknown. The Carolina Bay is sometimes called
developed areas have increased around 60% ‘pocosin’ which is the Indian word for swamp on a

over the past 25 years (WBTW, 2022). hill. Many have raised sand rims and their interiors

Wetlands are a pivotal part of the natural system, are rich with peat. The plants and animals that live in
T yco%o —"tetet e FTetDc—s ur,aroundftbe_s? 2etland§ are dependent upon their

munities. Even small acreages provide some level :i [ i DE_ ”‘_Af‘:‘ t. <: ™f -1 Z:l; FZe a~ f ..). [7F fZ
S fefDc—a f-Zfete f7F tEDcott FEFIEFTIEPS oy n TR AT T — 2 Pema

inundated or saturated by surface or ground water Bays can range in size from less than one acre to

f— f ""f“—Fe..> fol T —"f—<"e o—"inore.thdr 1,000 aeres. Acterdjng to a SCDNR report,

prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in Horry County has 410 Carolina Bays over 2 acres,

saturated soil conditions (USACE, 1987). Wetlands more than any other county in the state Bennett &

include swamps, marshes, bogs, bottomland forests, Nelson, 1991). Unlike bays found in other counties,

Carolina Bays, pine savannahs, and some ditches. those in Horry County are typically small and often

Wetlands are federally protected by Section overlap. The Waccamaw River is the only river in

404 of the Clean Water Act which protects the world tvoriqinvate and be fed by a Carolina Bay.
™MI—Zfete " e Fo%o T N Stta (Eér’oﬁnTaéBaQSﬂZa\ZeibJé@n heavily impacted by diteh @
polluted, or altered in any other way without \Z

ing, draining, or ponding for agricultural uses.

a permit from the US Army Corps of Engineers. Activities along the perimeter of these Bays, such as

7 EEA "7 ee—s Zfeece% o ‘ece%d
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development and sand mining, can have an indirect BEACHES AND MARSHES
impact on the biodiversity of these wetlands. Many
animals, especially reptiles, are dependent upon
these adjacent uplands for a portion of their lives,
but these outer rims are not protected by federal
and state wetland regulations.

The beach and coastal waters are perhaps the most
recognizable and popular of all the natural resources

in Horry County. There are over 30 miles of sandy

beaches and approximately 2,000 acres of salt
marsh in Horry County. It is known as the Grand

Strand because it makes up the longest continuous
beachfront in South Carolina.

Heritage Preserve Program.

To create the Independent Heritage Preserve Wetland ) o )
The beachfront is only periodically interrupted

Mitigation Bank, the Horry County Government ) S )
by swashes, which are relic tidal inlets that have

made a deal with RES. The 3,707-acre area is made )
up of several Carolina bays (RES, n.d.) enclosed over time, both naturally and because of

development. Saltwater estuaries are present only
along the northern and southern coast. Sections of
the beachfront offer distinctive and varying envi
ronments depending on the type and amount of
development. Our beaches and marshes not only
support wildlife habitat and recreation, but they
also serve as the primary draw for tourists and the

<oDZ—8 " "3 ZF o+ Tce% —* —-St fUifa
St ‘—-S frZ«ef "Dt T L ife

Resource Management (OCRM) is responsible for
the protection and permitting of activities in the
Critical Areas of South Carolina’s coast, including
tidelands, beaches, and dunes.

pro-
viding public access

a cooperative effort between local gov-
ernments and state and federal agencies

Beach Management

The beaches in Horry County experience both ero

F™co L ffe f> tlc—f%t "fef""i sion and accretion, which is often dependent upon

‘—7. fA U —e—s f£7<fZ of%t">4 xvwl}a
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seasonal weather patterns and the impacts of coastal
storms. OCRM establishes and periodically reviews
the regulatory beachfront baseline and setback Beach Access

construction lines. These lines delineate the extent There are over 360 public beach access points along
of OCRM's direct permitting authority for activities .« 5rand Strand with 22 located in the 10 miles

™Mc—Sce =St TIDokt Ef..S feT t of beachfrontin-unfncbrofatéd Horry County.

A critical component of these lines is to control These access sites are critical to sustaining the local
future development and redevelopment within ere  economy as they provide beach access for millions
sion prone areas of the beachfront, protect habitat, of beach goers each year. Recent storms heavily
and maintain a healthy dune system. In many areas damaged public access sites throughout the Grand
of the Grand Strand, there are no dune systems, asStrand and repairs and improvements have been
many older resorts were built directly within the
dune line or the beachfront and dune system has high visitor use and intense development sustain
eroded over time. Protecting the beach and prop our economy, constant beach activity and usage can
erties are of utmost importance to the economic impair the natural processes and accretion of sand
vitality of the Grand Strand. along the beach.

Renourishment is a soft stabilization measure to
minimize the impact of erosion and maintain a
wide beach. Renourishment dredges sand onto the
active beach from offshore sources and is typically
required every 7 to 9 years along the Grand Strand.
The Army Corps of Engineers’ Reach Project placed
more than 700,000 cubic yards of sand along 25.3

1Lmilesfof c_oés%ine from North Myrtle Beach to Garden

City (USACE, n.d.) Statewide renourishment projects
from 1954 through 2017 placed 48.8 million cubic
yards of sand along SC beaches for a total expendi
ture of $452.9 million.

The US Army Corps of Engineers allocated $72
million in 2024 to renourish Horry County's entire
shoreline after after Hurricane lan's impacts (USACE,
2024). The Myrtle Beach Renourishment Project
will place approximately two million cubic yards of
beach-compatible sand along 26 miles of coastline
beginning in 2025 (USACE, 2024).

" =2t Ff..8 fe'—rceSefem VER..— fo-%" —"Uc.

—"...Fa a4 xvw~a
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Swimming Advisories Salt Marshes

Protecting water quality along Horry County’s coast Tidal marshes are highly productive components of
is essential to ensure that our waters are safe for the marine food web of coastal waters and estuaries.
"t Ef—<te fot =St L tee—e’ (‘e ‘MdDy e@nihertiall$ and Zecreationally important
DceS& <o..F =St ,t%ocoeco%o ‘T —St DRFS.PetfoSIZZHLE»"F .. <Fe 1 Fe
monitoring program in 1997, SCDES monitors water for all or part of their life cycle for foraging, refuge,
quality at 43 beach locations in Horry County, many and breeding.

of which are located near swashes. Sampling occurs

at least once per week between May 1 and October

1. The samples are tested for enterococci, a fecal

indicator bacterium. High enterococcus levels mean

there is a greater chance of disease-causing organ

isms being present in the water, which triggers a

swimming advisory for the portion of beach where

the sample was taken.

Of the43 beach monitoring sites in Horry County, Salt marshes can only be found in Murrells Inlet
18 have long-term swimming advisory signs posted

as of January 2025 because of the frequency that

the advisories are issued. An advisory means that

DES advises you not to swim within 200 feet of

where these signs are posted, especially after heavy

rainfall. Advisories do not mean that the beach is
Z'vttEa ftce%d DceSce%od fot «Stz7z7 ...°
typically pose a risk except after heavy rainfall events

(SCDHEC, n.d.). Horry County is the only coastal

county in the state with permanent swimming

advisories along its beaches.

Zt .. —<o% T o'—

N«

In addition to DES beach monitoring, the County, in

cooperation with municipalities and Coastal Carolina

University’s Environmental Quality Lab (CCU EQL),

conduct additional beach monitoring. Monitoring

at 2nd Ave, Apache, and Cherry Grove Fishing piers

look for a combination of environmental conditions,

(o Z—tco%o —S et —Sf— . fe o fe—t(,——t — DcoS 27 fo
the result of low oxygen levels. More information

on water quality monitoring can be found in the

Community Facilities Chapter.

CUoZE—'e e e fef e
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behind Garden City Beach and in the Hog Inlet area deposited on roads and parking lots, or bacteria
on the northern end of the County near Cherry Grove containing waste from agricultural animal facilities,
and Little River. Degrading water quality challenges wildlife, domestic pet waste, malfunctioning septic

the marshes’ ability to sustain consumable oysters, s>s—fee ‘7 ofoec—f"> ¢f™1” ese_te "t"PDZ'™ej3 St

which could impact the local economy and deter the rain moves the pollutants across the land to the
use of these recreational waters. nearest water body or storm drain where they may

o SE77DceS fec—focte " %Uf i.mp?gt,tiu_e.]r wg;[e(rqujglity in creeks, rivers,_ lakes,
creeks for fecal coliform bacteria to ensure that pono!s, estuaries and wetlands_. NPS pollution may
77 —ee fot «3177D e84 fot f'f F\Lsalmgac;hg@gr]qv?telgffp it is allowed to seep
are harvested, meet the health and environmental Nto aquifers.

quality standards provided by federal and state reg e TMf g fZ7c—> "fe—7—o <o PceS Tt "Te4 <o—1"

—Zf—<tee T o fTF fee—e'—(ted S hdRe WithDf Slirhinatioef recreational uses

is prohibited in Little River and is restricted near  «~ f ™ f_t» «t,3 | Z‘e—"f ‘* «S5177P<eS fte fel DS

Waties Island, Cherry Grove, Garden City and in consumption advisories, reduced water supply, or
the swashes (SCDHEC, 2013). The Murrells Inlettaste and odor problems in drinking water, potential

Watershed and Hog Inlet Watershed Plans were huyman health problems due to contact with bacteria
recently developed to address water quality chal  and chemicals in runoff, and increased potential for
lenges in these estuaries.

Beyond water quality, globally increasing levels of  Impervious surfaces

"'f””‘. T<‘§<Ti f”i 2<':t2) - ”:t.—z-v 2 ‘___‘_!‘_fq‘ ]".“('1'\”3(
...f—(‘-é oI <0’f.__— Tni, f___<-|-<D<___f_<=. che TM:tf.:t.i-‘-
eSEZZ " e—tve fot =817 «S3Z7ZDceS feot L WAFIIEGL

This could transform entire marine ecosystems and Studies have shown that water quality typically
™ZTZ<t fo ™MEZZ fe 't ZF 131« bdoins todeclimeSs inpEviods cover reaches 10%
for sustenance. While this is a global phenomenon, of a watershed. Once a watershed is more than 25%
it has the potential to have local impacts. impervious cover, it almost assuredly is degraded
(Schueler, 1992; Holland and Sanger, 2008). Between
2020 and 2023, Horry County’s impervious surface

Horry County’s waterways are impacted by both increased by approximately 3,721 acres to a total of
source and nonpoint source pollution. Source pel 41,266.3 (5.14%) of the county's surface area.

lution includes pollution from wastewater facilities,  Beyond conversion of forestland into development,
which includes discharges from industry, municipal  drought and heavy rainfall also impact water quality.

storm sewer and wastewater systems, and construc ~ Sfe ™f_f” PZ ™e SfF Tt . "tfett "7t

tion sites. However, most water quality challenges in  or upstream withdrawals, pollutants may become
the county stem from nonpoint sources (NPS). NPS more concentrated on the landscape. During the
water pollution generally comes from rain runoff  next rainfall, this concentrated pollution is quickly

that can transport sediments, pesticides and fertil  transported off the land to the nearest water body.

izers from farms and lawns, motor oil and grease .
g The Clean Water Act establishes the regulatory struc
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will develop a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) of
pollutants for that water body and identify ways to
improve it. Horry County works in partnership with
neighboring jurisdictions, the Waccamaw Regional
Council of Governments, SCDES, and the Coast
Waccamaw Stormwater Education Consortium to
address water quality in our county.

Change in Impervious Surfaces

41,266.36

Low Impact Development

The term low impact development (LID) refers to
systems and practices that use or mimic natural
't feete _Sf— "te—7— <o —SF <eDZ-
piration or use of stormwater in order to protect

water quality and associated aquatic habitat. At

both the site and regional scale, LID practices aim

to preserve, restore and create green space using

‘7 FA "> f—e—> Zfeecoe%o n ‘eco%od
eftcefe—4a . : :
ture for managing direct point-source discharges and
non-point sources of pollutants into the waters of the
United States. The Clean Water Act also establishes a
framework for several non-regulatory tools to help
address water quality concerns at all regulatory
levels. The objective of this comprehensive legisla
tion is to restore and maintain the overall quality
of the nation’s waters to ensure the protection and
U f%of—<te T DceSA eSEZ7ZD<ceSA fot ™McZTZ<F fot "%
reation in and on the water.

At the state level, SCDES has established water classi

De..f—ctoe foett —''e —of fot $f..S .. ZfeecDc...f—<'e Sfe
' F P, Mt “—fZc—> e—foetf"Te —Sf— e—e— | oef— <o
order to sustain that use. Water quality monitoring is

done by SCDES on a variable basis depending upon

thé typkefSvater use and necessary monitoring.

High levels of fecal coliform bacteria, enterococcus,

mercury, or dissolved oxygen are indicators of poor

water quality.

If waterbodies experience ongoing water quality L )
problems, then SCDES and the local government f;,ff;agi“{__'" N ,,f,'f,,~f,°_“ g
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soils, vegetation, and rainwater harvest techniques. Areas of Horry County in the CBRS include the Flood Zones
Meher Baba Spiritual Center, the maritime forest and

LID employs principles such as preserving

and recreating natural landscape features | beach front of Briarcliffe Acres, the inlet at White
minimizing effective imperviousness to create Point Swash, and Waties Island. While Waties Island
functional and appealing site drainage that has been partially conserved by Coastal Carolina
treat stormwater as a resource rather than a University, a large portion of the island remains in
waste product. private ownership and could be developed. In its

There are many practices that have been used to undeveloped state, the island serves as an example
adhere to these principles such as bioretention faeil Of @ Pristine natural area and as the gateway to South
ities, rain gardens, vegetated rooftops, rain barrels €arolina’s portion of the Intracoastal Waterway.

and permeable pavements.

By implementing LID principles and practices,

water can be managed in a way that reduces feed " oY% Zfet <o =ST DZVTZLfce <o <ot T —fe— -5
the impact of built areas and promotes the along the coast and along inland waterways. The
natural movement of water within an ecosys- protection and conservation of environmental and
tem or watershed. Applied on a broad scale, natural resources becomes increasingly important
LID can restore a watershed’s hydrologic and with growth pressures. Undeveloped, forested land
ecological functions (Zolch et al, 2017). T tde fo fUEf = eZ'™ MG fet f et PZtt
waters. Wetlands act as an essential natural water
FLOOD ZONES oD<Z—"f—<'s exe_fed —eof ese_Fee fof ™ME_7fete fZe"

There are many low-lying areas in Horry County *3"" % fe ""'—f..—<'s f%ofcee— DZt™f—_1$"e3
=Sf— "% c—e. ¥ =<, 2% =" DZ" T < %oy prateting st ndtural assets, Horry

large rainfall events, but there are also areas that County can simultaneously protect its citizens,

are impacted regularly by extreme high tides.  properties, and tax base. \Without the preser-

Approximately 24% of Horry County’s total land vation of such natural features catastrophic

f"tf sywauvu f.."te Z<te ™Mc—8ce —8t0shrastYo DZ-AT L e—co—F —0 MTeteq

zone and is vulnerable to riverine and rainfall-caused In addition_to preserving these areas, Horry

DZ''tce%da S% ..'—e—5e DZ' oot County/Stofmwater Haé Upbrated its Stormwater
the Waccamaw, Little Pee Dee and Lumber Rivers, Management Design Manual to include new teeh
™MSETE -SF ™Mf-%" Z37+Ze BDZ— ... —mpfogiks (1.6 13D prdcticeb ) mdtihddologies (i.e.
patterns. post-development volume control design) and the

2,520 acres of the Horry County coast that are sus requirements of the latest versions of the SCDES
=, 2t = PZt tfef% it fet-f Muricipad Spparafe.Stogry Sewer System (MS4)

<—f—e f"f <ofZ<%<,2% " "~ 11" fzPermifand die Cpmsiruction General Permit.
under the Coastal Barrier Resource System (CBRS).Continued support of the Crabtree Project, Murrells
While areas within the CBRS can be developed by Inlet and Hog Inlet Projects, and the Stormwater . N
ety C™Meted —Sf> L feet— fo..... tasd frt2fZ2f BZ T <ZZ SEZ" ft17Fee =S DZ " Tce%o fo VY

coo—"feo  f "Z7 ™ce% DZ'T Tfef %NRER-EUAlLY ISSHES. 7 < ce <+ %o
risky development.
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AGRICULTURE Lands in Farms by Type of Land Prime Agricultural Soils

Agricultural lands are a key component of Horry
County’s landscape, history, and economy.
Agricultural lands compromise about 22% of the
land in the county. In 2022, there were 629 operating
farms with lands for crops, pasture, and woodlands
(USDA, 2022). Between 2002 and 2022, there was a
36% decrease in the number of farms in the county,
along with a decrease in total farm acreage and an
increase in average farm size. These percent change
has increased during the last decade compared to the
decrease in the percent change of number of farms
from 2002-2012. This loss of farmland coincides
with development increases in Horry County.

While the number of farms has consistently dropped
since 2012, agricultural sales have increased. In 2022 _»_ta  a xvxxa

alone, Horry County generated over $105 million in

crop and livestock sales. Despite the loss of farmland, production and yield also increased markedly from
agriculture continues to have a strong impact on our 2017 to 2022 (USDA, 2022).

local economy. More information on the economic
impact of agriculture can be found in the Economic
Development Chapter of this plan.

Horry County lags the state and region in fruit, vege
tables, melons, berries, and nuts. However, given the
increase in the number of area farmers markets, the
CROPLAND local food movement occurring nationwide, and the
decrease in farm sizes, fruit and vegetable farming

Prime agricultural soils are abundant throughout  ~5,1d be an opportunity to expand market share
Horry County, covering over 60% of the county’s (Hughes, 2013).

total land area. While much of the county is viable
for crop production, only 22.7% is currently in use. 77 fet «Tfhe—t.. e
These croplands account for more than three-fourths
of all agricultural revenue in Horry County (USDA,
2022). Until recently, tobacco served as the larg
est revenue generating crop. While Horry County
remains the number one producer of tobacco in the
state (USDA, 2022), many farmers are diversifying
or transitioning into growing other crops, such as
peanuts or sweet potatoes (Hughes, 2013). The most
abundantly grown crops in Horry County today
include soybeans, corn, wheat, and peanuts. Cotton

Poultry and livestock generated over $19 million
in sales in 2022. As sales revenues have slightly
increased since 2017, poultry and livestock invento
ries continue to increase in Horry County. From 2017
to 2022, the sale of poultry and eggs increased from
nearly $4.9 million to $7.9 million and the inventory
of broilers increased by more than 35,000. During
this same timeframe, the number of hogs decreased
from 30,000 to 20,000, and sales decreased by nearly
$1 million. Horry County is still the number three
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producer of hogs in the state (USDA, 2022). tion easements on productive farm and ranch land.
fref”e T ... F<"f Dcofo. . <fZ fooce—fr
for preserving their farmland and protecting the
habitat, wetlands and streams on their property. In
exchange for utilizing best management practices,
farmers can improve their economic situation and

The county likely has a larger concentration of
hogs and pigs than other South Carolina counties
because of access to swine slaughtering facilities in
southeastern North Carolina (Hughes, 2013). Other
livestock revenue is derived from the sale of cattle, )
horses, and goats (USDA, 2022). The number andsmultaneously protect the environment.

sale of horses and ponies has slightly increased since  The South Carolina Conservation Bank has
2017. Because Horry County is such a large tourist Protected two tracts of over 600 acres of land
destination and there is no other type of facility in in Horry County with a $4.3 million grant.

the region, the county would be a prime location The Pee Dee Land Trust also supports agricultural
for a livestock and equestrian arena. Such a facility preservation in the Pee Dee region, and has pre

could help foster this agricultural sector.

FARMLAND PRESERVATION

Often, lands that are most at risk for development
are farmlands and timberlands. As farmers age and
farming becomes less economically viable for them,
many opt to sell their land for development rather
than continuing to farm. When this happens, ben

served four tracts in Horry County, totaling 1,026
acres (PDLT, 2025).

Beyond land conservation, the South Carolina Code

of Laws Title 46- Agriculture, Chapter 45, also known

fe =St <«%S— —' fre .- coe—te o'f .
conserve, promote, and encourage the development

and improvement of its agricultural operations. The

act keeps active farms from being deemed a nui

FDc—s ¢— .S fo DZ''T ..'e=""Z8 %ganceahdbbing shutllews. ft iSeracted to reduce

and wildlife habitat are replaced by the social costs
of infrastructure. In 2011, Horry County developed
the Highway 319 Area Plan to protect the rural and
agricultural heritage of the corridor between Conway
and Aynor. Rural communities throughout the county
are being encroached upon by new development,
potentially threatening its agricultural heritage.
Targeted agricultural preservation is one means to
minimize the subdivision and sale of farmland for
large scale, residential development.

Farmers can participate in several state and federal
programs that can help protect the cultural her

—f%t fet $..°2Z'%<...fZ ,teiDc—0 1
One such program is the Farm and Ranch Lands
Protection Program, which is managed by the USDA.

Through this program and upon the request of the
property owner, the USDA can purchase conserva

the loss to the state of its agricultural resources by
limiting the circumstances under which agricultural
facilities and operations may be considered a nui
sance. It only provides protections for commercial
agricultural facilities, not personal use agriculture.
Horry County’s code relating to chickens, bees and

Farmland Trends in Horry County

2002 2007 2012 2017 2022

Number of 088

RS 914 938 767 629

"”i. Af”.(.%oa

Acres in Farms 788,311 163,622 177,569 170,551 151,691

Average Farm
Size 191 179 189 222 241

‘—"...ta a xvw}a 4 xvxza
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other typically agricultural in nature animals canbe ™ S«<...S VIyatxx f.."Fe <o . ZfeecDctt fo " Forestlands
found in Chapter 4; Animals and Fowl of the Code 42.8% considered forested wetlands and 12.8% as

of Ordinances of Horry County. upland forests.Nearly all upland forests are com
prised of evergreens, while bald cypress and water
AGRICULTURE FINDINGS ——f7 —"fte frE Z . f—%T fZ'°% St DZ Ut Zfcee "t "

Protecting farmland carries with it the safeguarding Watérways and within Carolina Bays. Forestlands are

of our agriculture heritage, economic resources and Valuable natural resources and, if properly provide:

e—et"' —e t . Z'%c<...[Z ,T+1D—ea 1.Fhvitennigntal duatity by ‘Controlling noise,

Horry County are particularly vulnerable to devel fof—<*% ™coted D<Z—F"¢o% f<"&@ """t te—coe% o'<Z F"°
opment. Farmers need ways in which to be able to  sion, and protecting water quality;

keep their farms amid the growing pressures for 2. Habitat for a variety of wildlife, including

development. both game and non-game species;

Through concentrating development in the ur - 3. Outdoor recreational opportunities and
ban and suburban areas of the county where enjoyment of scenic beauty through camping,
public facilities and infrastructure exist and hiking, picnicking, hunting, and bird watching;

encouraging low density development in rural 4. Job creation and the creation of more than

communities, the county can help preserve 5,000 types of products.

rural character .

Supporting local agricultural and timber operations
through tax relief initiatives to owners who keep  Horry County's forestland is adapted to regular wild
their property in agricultural or timber production D¢"ta «<o..t trrud —St7F SfF ,Fte feo fee—fZ 71" %t

can also help promote rural preservation. Horry of xsa{ ™M<«ZtBD<"te —Sf— ,—"¢ ‘"3” savsw f.."fe ‘" Zfet <o
County approved an Agritourism permit in 2016  Horry County. However, this represents a changing

and encourages eligible farmers to become Century ™ «Z+D«<"F "t %o<etd e+t 3" fZ >Ff7e *° "t™ ™M ZtPc"fe —-Sf-
Farms. For more information on these projects, see burn under an average of 10 acres are followed by

the Horry County Historic Preservation Plan. sEf7e M-S of E'” DP<"fe —Sf— ,—"¢ ‘"t sarrr f.."te4
Participants in the IMAGINE 2040 Public Input S — %S =S¥ e—=, 37 7" ™McZTD ke fof fo. "2 %t ,—"e11

Survey who lived in Aynor, Loris, Longs, and the Sf* *<%os<B . fe=Z> TF.."FfedT eced ,3777F trrra —S#
Green Sea Floyds area indicated a high desire to fr37f %% f..7%f%+ 3" D3 Sfe "f <kt 7714

maintain the agricultural open spaces in their com  The Coastal Plain's longleaf pine forests are adapted

munities. Participants countywide indicated a high to regular low-to-moderate intensity understory

preference for increased farm stand opportunities. ™ ¢Z+BD "¢ —Sf— "fe'"F —et it e—"> " —eS4 " Tctf o™
Please see the Land Use Chapter for a more detailedhabitat, and reduce fuels. Environmental and ecosys
analysis of farmland and rural preservation. tem changes, such as the dominance of shortleaf pine
forests, increase understory brush, and increased
FORESTLAND development in the wildland-urban interface impact VN
Per the South Carolina Forestry Commission (SCFC), CZTD 15 "f7— <o oS flcedho "> f—e—>Be TMEe—ZfeTed NZ

Horry County contains 732,781 acre®f land of
‘" A f-<efZ fet TE" f—f,fefa xvxwa
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URBAN FORESTRY 1. Habitat for urban wildlife for commercial development. In addition, every

2. Reduced heating and cooling costs commercial project is also required to put trees back
As properties are clear cut to meet stormwater grad

Co% " —"tefe—e —Sfo i fem D2t T nt r%%tlon E gtgra(gta()of rainwater and into the landscape on their parcel. In recent yea.rs,
Fotd . "hfet <o —"FE L fe'ts —Sf— et ? Ao there have als_o been gverlays_added to the zoning
4’ Improve airq aI| y ordinance which require additional trees greater
5. Sound buffering than the requirements of the Landscape Ordinance
6. Increased property values to be added to commercial designs. DRAINAGE
7. Increased sense of place and community According to the USDA Natural Resource
urban and sub- identity FORESTLAND FINDINGS Conservation Service’s Soil Survey, the majority
urban communities As development increases in Horry County, natural As urban and suburban development encroaches on ©f soils in Horry County are loamy sand and sandy
tree coverage and vegetation will inevitably be lost. natural areas it will become increasingly important  10am with generally poor drainage characteristics.
S17F frf e—ef e feiDc—e —* 7 <'|'f_°oo e _fsj; efe> ,FefbDc—e —Sf— —"ffs P ‘r%a<.oe¢ fet .’Zf-.“’j D"t o ﬁppmxiglatgly_5955%’ofsgils_.i%—!orryCountyhave
and suburban green spaces, community forests, and HOTY County has measures in place to protect development adjacent to or impeding into natu high 'EO medium runoff pOterJtl‘aJMWlth poorvdrzilnage‘ |
streetscapes within neighborhoods and commercial mature trees, including a Tree Preservation and ral areas, sgch as the Lewis chan Bay ngltage o[> feoT f o2 <ceDZ-"f—cte " f-
. o Landscape Buffer Ordinance. This ordinance has mit Preserve, will allow DNR to continue prescribed found throughout the county but are concentrated
areas, including: igation requirements when large trees are cut down burning which helps preserve the much needed near major rivers and streams. Poor drainage areas
natural lands and ecological systems that protect
—St L f—e—> "o tfeY%of" —e fot - te—7> DZ' tco%oda "

vide residents and visitors alike with recreational
opportunities, and help maintain clean air and water.

— ol Ft— L fme f e 22t e o tetDc.<f2
and should be promoted. In addition, addressing out
.l.:nn ,,_”.(.%O f.T TM(ZT‘D(”i " eee _Snn_%og N‘Z_._fn)

efforts, burning regulations, and design standards
will also help to protect Horry County residents,
businesses, and visitors from the potential for
TM<ZTD<”i°é —fTeT™ f_t" Yfcef%t >e—te
v A T, e—s> Tf"eefe_d

SOILS

Horry County’s coastal character can be seen

throughout the county, as sandy soils and relic

sand dunes can even be found inland and along

the Lumber, Little Pee Dee and Waccamaw Rivers.

Coquina and limestone resources can also be found

throughout the entire Pee Dee Region. While rela

—<"t7Z> DZf-4 ‘""> ‘—e—>ie S<%Ste— FZF " f—cee "tf..S

100 feet above sea level along the sand ridges of

Carolina Bays (FEMA, 2021). <5 y . y

¢¢ ii f-<'ofZ «ZtZ< f $°—%1% <GoSZ> "feoett =1 UZs Tfeetta STVl <
—".. 18 «e<’ftfd xvx{a ‘—"...ta a xvx{a
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e A e e
[+ =l f2l> Zf T D kT f"° S> 1i;F\ére;ar'e‘6lz§CEbEé%ér?nitTt'\cﬂaoi mies in the county
-S* ., i: AR Sk et i"f SCI‘J%?S:, 262f0):"|§1e"rﬁatelfiaf,!_cbﬁ1ing out of these
*fely o'<Ze SFTE [ ScHSE" oD <Z-" fagas s biinharly Used for réad construction and
drainage capacity. development projects. Borrow pits operated by or for
the SC Department of Transportation (SCDOT) are
MINING . o .
exempt from mining permits if the material is used
There are several types of surface mining done in solely for the building or repair of South Carolina
South Carolina, including open pit, strip mines, and public roads. Practices such as farming and on-site
sand dredging from river bottoms. The SC Mining construction are also exempt from mining permits
= 7 s{yv TiDcefe ecece%o feo —SHOMSCOES. "~ ‘"t
from the ground for sale or for use in a business. The
Act and regulations outline the application process,
how to conduct mine operations, and minimum re¢ A
Zfof—c'e o—foetf "Ted <o "f7oc—o f'a?
are issued through DES'’s Division of Mining and

In 2006, Horry County Council began permitting

new mining operations as conditional uses in Forest

riculture or Commercial Forest Agricultural

it PR Bl focteed f..te—7>4 @'efe s o ot

also began allowing new mining operations. Ponds

Ztee —Sfe —™' f "fe co ecefd "f"s ''ete ZFee —Sfe D%
_ acres, and all stormwater ponds associated with

an approved development, do not require mining

permits from SCDES or Horry County Council.

SEPTIC SUITABILITY

Approximately 84.5% of Horry County's soils are

severely or somewhat limited for septic tank absorp

—<'e DctZte 4 trtw & St o<Z f, e —<'e DctZ
Tctte —SE DeofZ —"Ff-ete— feot teo—Te,——<'e 7 St
wastewater of a septic system. To treat wastewater,

a septic system relies heavily on the microorganisms

in the soil to help remove the organic matter, solids

and nutrients left in the water (Lesikar, 2008). It is

also dependent upon soil drainage.

Areas less suitable for septic tanks require
special design, increased maintenance, and

ec%oe<OQc...fo—Z> <o ."Tfoef co . tee_"— _d'e [ te_ej
In many cases, installing or connecting to a sewer
line is a more viable and environmentally conscious 7N
) choice. On the other hand, expanding sewer lines N\
into rural areas can encourage development in areas o : X
‘—r...ta 4 xvxva —"...t& a xvx{a
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Species Richness Map of the county that are more suitable for agriculture, Nat_ural Resources, the land along the Lumber,
forest land, conservation or outdoor recreation. Little Pee Dee, and Waccamaw Rivers have

. . . . the potential to support the greatest variety
Septic maintenance is also a problem countywide. of speciesin the county, as seen in the habitat

feor ——<Zem@coto oF'—c. DEZTe oX 1T =7 —¢hComap (SCONR, 2024).
for water quality reasons. This is especially a cen L . .
S<ZF —S«ce of " T'fe o= "IDZF ...

cern for those relying on well water for drinking. : _ _ _ _
Due to changes in SCDES regulations in May 2016 animals or their abundance in a given area, it does K

efe> TTETC —eZs Eleco—tt oo Ey’](diC2t? yvherc—zthg%%rgatest biodiversity of plant
eff— e—f—t e—fetf tea Stef Dct zand amimzllzsp”egiesis‘ likely to4oe found; therefore,

by SCDES to connect to public sewage treatment in indicating the areas with the greatest need for land
the occurrence of issues or repairs. and habitat protection. For a more complete map

please see the public dataset provided by SCDNR
SOIL FINDINGS (SCDNR, 2025).

One of .the bigggst |nh|b|t9rs of development in t.he THREATENED AND ENDANGERED
county is water issues. This can be from constraints

e L8t Zfet t—t - Mi_Tfetea DZEGHES 0 g
the inability of the soil to perk for septic systems. Horry County has a variety of rare, threatened and

o fttc—c'e =t —Sced —ST DZf--1esenhtangeredplamtiand.ghimgl Zpecies. Development,
make it harder to move water away from structures 7 ‘%o %o<*%0a —St —ef ‘"~ "te—c...<tfed I«
placing another restriction on development. And the just a handful of reasons why some animal popwa
more development takes place, the less pervious tions have declined throughout the Country. Invasive

area there is to absorb the excess water. plants and animals that out compete and consume
similar resources are another reason for the decline
SPECIES HABITAT in certain plant and animal species.

Horry County’s diverse landscape supports a vari  The loggerhead sea turtle is a well-known endan
ety of plant and animal species. In many cases, the gered species. Their populations began to rebound
rich biodiversity found throughout the county can  with the use of Turtle Excluder Devices in commer
be directly associated with the abundance of water ... <fZ D<eS<e%o ef—+ fot —S"" —%S ~
resources. Biodiversity is a sign of a healthy e€o protect and monitor nests along the beach. There
system, as it supports ecosystem productivity and are a number of threatened and endangered birds
ensures the greater capability to withstand and that reside or migrate through Horry County. The
"FLTET T7e feefe—t"ed S<Z1t 'Zf «-red-codkaded woddPecker i§ 4 well-known endan
T f L tese—Fe o f «Z<—> fot f,e'7, ¢ goréd shedleh intthisdegion, as they rely upon old
is unable to relocate making it very vulnerable to growth long leaf pines, which nearly disappeared
development pressures. A changing climate alone from Horry County in the late 1800s. Similarly, the

VAN could have very heavy negative implications for such bald eagle remains threatened in South Carolina,
7 sessile life forms. although it has been taken off the endangered list
According to South Carolina Department of at the federal level. Bald eagle populations declined

‘t—r...ta a4 xvxza
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Threatened and Endangered Species

Vertebrate Animals
Caretta caretta Loggerhead Threatened

Chelonia mydas Green Sea Turtle Threatened

Leatherback Sea

Dermochelys coriacea Turtle Endangered
Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald Eagle Threatened
Dryobates borealis Rﬁfogﬁggfg’fd Endangered
Trichechus manatus Florida Manatee Endangered
Vascular Plants
Amaranthus pumilus Seabeach Amaranth Threatened
Schwalbea americana Chaffseed Endangered

‘—r...fa a xvx{a

drastically from the 1940s through the 1970s due
to the loss of habitat, shooting, and pollutants like
DDT. Through conservation and habitat restoration
efforts, many plant and animal species are on the
road to recovery. Despite these efforts, additional
rare, threatened, and endangered species continue
to be added to state and federal listings. For a more
complete list please see SCDNR'’s species lists.

INVASIVE SPECIES

Invasive species are non-native plant, insect or
animal species that have been introduced into an
area outside of their original range and compete with

native species for resources. Invasive species are rec
ognized as one of the leading threats to biodiversity
and impose enormous costs to human enterprises,
as well as to human health. Most recent estimates

natural resources

become naturalized over time. Exotic plants are only
a problem when they escape cultivation, spread rap
idly and aggressively compete with native species.
One example is bamboo. Unfortunately, many of
these plants continue to be sold in nurseries.

Asian Longhorned Beetle, Emerald Ash Borer, Brown
Marmorated Stink Bug, and the Fire Ant are just a
few of the commonly found invasive insects in South
Carolina. In 2011, the Kudzu Bug arrived in South
Carolina and quickly spread to every county in the
state within the year, damaging soybean crops.
Untreated soybeans were estimated to have a 20%
loss in South Carolina (Clemson, 2014). Invasive
animals can also be found in Horry County, including
feral hogs, coyotes, and the apple snail. Problems
stemming from invasive animals include competing
with native wildlife for food, damaging upland and
wetland habitats, preying on small game, outdoor
pets and deer, and altering the natural balance of
the ecosystem.

New invasive species will likely be introduced into
our county. Preventing further spread of invasive
species and restoring impacted sites is a monumen
tal task that depends on public awareness, eradiea
tion measures, and ongoing monitoring.

CONSERVATION LAND

St"t 't e—ed" —e "HtE"fZA o—f-1i
organizations involved in conserving the unique
habitats and wildlife corridors in Horry County,
including, but not limited to, the US Fish and Wildlife
Service, USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service, the SC Department of Natural Resources,
The Nature Conservancy, Ducks Unlimited, and the

indicate that 42% of the nation’s endangered and P&€ Dee Land Trust. Additional entities, such as
threatened species have declined as a result of the Waccamaw Riverkeeper, American Rivers, and

encroaching exotic invasive species (SCDNR, n.d.). the Coastal Conservation League are also partners

. . _ _ involved in identifying local conservation priorities.
Not all non-native species are invasive, as many have
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10 ekloped e Horry County Parksand o D HeMNage Trust Preserves
Board developed the Horry County Parks and el G VEEI ACEE

Open Space Plano identify priority conserva- The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources’

tion areas based upon the location of existing Heritage Trust Program was created in 1976 to pre Conservation Priority
Cee i T focte Zfeted ™I_7fetea Oserve naturalfeaturesrand cultural remains, which
critical habitat corridors. are quickly disappearing as the state’s population

% "cttams feef " foc'e "ffe f ,in((:r]e%s.eg ;I'Be(p{o.gram’s purpose is.to identify, eval

uate, and protect the elements considered the most
outstanding representatives of the state’s heritage.
There are currently four heritage preserves in Horry
County (SCDNR, n.d.)

sites to expand existing conservation corridors
and opportunities to connect existing recreational
amenities to these natural amenities. The following
details some of the existing conservation lands in

Horry County. The 5,347-acre Waccamaw River Heritage Preserve
includes 30 miles of protected river wetlands and
f.... fef™ f—<'ofZ <«Z%1Z< T bottdrmiafiebardwood forests. The property con
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) estab 2N examples of rare and threatened plant species,
lished the Waccamaw National Wildlife Refuge <* -4 —T<*% —ST T™Mf"" Dce,">a — fZe" .. te—fcoe of ——"1
(NWR) in December 1997. hardwood forest.
The refuge was established to protect and The 568-acre Cartwheel Bay Heritage Preserve
manage diverse habitat components within protects one of the few known Carolina bay-long
an important coastal river ecosystem for the leaf pine savannah complexes in South Carolina.
LJEetOc— 7 fetfe% ittt feof —S7if Thedlongleafipine:savannahs contain white fringed,
TUEeSTMf Y fef feffViel e Qe SHILBL ™ ""co%o Tt fol "o, —1 7. .Scted te—ei DZ>-"f ¢4
birds, and forest wildlife. "«— . SE" "Zfe—e feot f tT<TETex fUUf> T MZIDZ ™Il

The Refuge includes a wide array of plants and The 10,444-acre Lewis Ocean Bay Heritage Preserve

animals associated with bottomland hardwood hab  contains a group of 23 Carolina Bays. This preserve

itats and provides compatible wildlife-dependent includes habitats for black bears, red-cockaded

"t Tt f—<tefZ f.—<Tc—cFed <o Z—T%ei%at S-—:t"-é-‘%sbé.—f)(Div—%cfé- fed f 'fef Tcek Lt
wildlife observation, photography, and environ  sin plant community.

mental education. The 9,000-acre Little Pee Dee Heritage Preserve is

Located in portions of Horry, Georgetown, and in both Marion and Horry counties. This property

Marion County, the Waccamaw NWR acquisition *”‘—3 ... —¢ —St "f"f ef""ce S'Z754 f of——"% D21t Zf<e
boundary spans over 55,000 acres and includes forest, and scenic frontage along the Little Pee Dee

large sections of the Waccamaw and Great Pee DeeRiver. The preserve includes Knife Island and four

Rivers and a small section of the Little Pee Dee River. scenic oxbow lakes (SCDNR, n.d.).

The USFWS is actively acquiring lands within this

acquisition boundary from willing sellers and has C

acquired 27,000 acres thus far (USFWS, 2013). The International Union for Conservation of Nature

T:tD(':t. .f__":t%nf.:l:-l— .‘_Z__<‘.. fl. <."'2_T

T8 —=S frtZcef teed"Tf—<'e feed "5 f—e—> Zfeeco%o n ‘eco%od

&
N\
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‘™ of_ceDctt fUE >'— ™c—S «F<%VBhich Bpert spate and recreation facilities do you
space and amenities in Horry County? want to see in Horry County?

31.1%

natural resources

Horry County preferred to see additional walking areas is also necessary. These smaller preserves can
trails, passive park areas, waterways and wetlands, support species that do not require large forests
and woodlands closer to their homes. In addition, in which to breed, and may even support small
respondents showed a lesser level of satisfaction populations of the more sensitive species. ldeally,
with neighborhood open space compared to other these smaller tracts should be as close as possible
home purchasing option categories. to larger tracts, contain a diversity of habitat and
landscape types, and be connected to other natural [
areas. Isolated pockets of natural lands are of value
to the community, but to maximize ecological value
it is important to connect open space wherever
possible. Parcels contiguous to existing large and
medium-sized tracts should be given high priority
Sem L teef"Tf_cted (Tf"ce: DZ1T'Z
targeted as these areas serve as both critical habitat

and wildlife corridors for almost 70% of all verte-

brate species.

HABITAT FINDINGS

The rise of suburban sprawl as the prevalent devel
opment pattern in America has resulted in extensive
fragmentation of the landscape. Fragmentation
reduces the diversity of wildlife, contributes to the
degradation of water resources, and impacts com
munity character. As development occurs, elements
like roads, houses, railways, parking lots and utility
lines divide the natural landscape into ever-smaller

ST RR Tty Zfeecsdo fof T Yol xvx{d pieces. Natural habitat areas are reduced in size
5 _and quality, and native plant and animal popula
ing actions to protect, sustainability manage, and Foofelec fof FeT<"eete—f7 T30 <—ons decline. Some of the more sensitive species

n:l:._tui .f__ufz ‘n .‘.'.(D(:tT i---‘&'>."':t;'é __‘;3”_‘ ,{T T;‘i""
societal challenges effectively and adaptively, simul o only do homes in such subdivisions typically
. have higher home values, but reducing the developed

taneously providing human well-being and biodiver

c<—> ,Fefbc—ca f-—"%e,fFT " Ziz45%9m0a Caralso decfeade the infrastructure and

safeguard human well-being in ways that enhance + .o, ot t7co% .. ‘o—ed tetDc— ™M(Zt7 %

resilience of ecosystems and their capacity. They are
designed to address food security, climate change
water security, human health, disaster risk, social
and economic development. The following sections
outline recommended nature-based solutions in  |nterconnected Open Space
Horry County.

in decreased impervious surface (thereby decreas
' ing stormwater management needs), and increased
access to open space.

Linking parks, greenways, river corridors, and
other natural or restored lands together to create
an interconnected green space system provides far

Conservation Subdivision

Conservation subdivisions are a design strategy that o, » ffot” fefDc—e "7 "$U7ta ™M Z1Z 4

attempts to preserve undivided, buildable tracts of

_ omy. It helps connect people and neighborhoods,
land as communal open space for residents.

provides opportunities for exercise that can counter
50-70% today’s trends in obesity and adult onset diabetes,
and enhances emotional well-being by bringing
nature closer to homes. According to results from
the IMAGINE 2040 community survey, residents of

128

- ‘mehts fot Surdivar—Fie minimum area required

disappear. Compared to the obvious damage of a : habitat frag-
D<ZZft ™ME—Zfot 7 f ..ZFf7ee.. NENUOR,WHCH G BrGEEl TNEQL o
fragmentation are subtle.

Retaining the environmental, social and economic
yEetDc—e 7 —e " f%oete—tt fe Zfet Vi
egy that combines natural resource-based communi

ty planning and design, land conservation, with wise
management of both developed and natural areas.

E\,/’ery type of animal_or plant has certain require
to provide these needs and the amount of human
disturbance that can be tolerated varies widely by
species. For example, a single black bear needs any
where from 6 to 160 square miles for roaming and
foraging, depending upon the availability of food,
water, and shelter (SCDNR, 2025).

ENERGY

AIR QUALITY

Historically, air quality has not been a concern
in Horry County, as there are few point pollution
sources and prevailing winds coming off of the ocean
disperse pollution. While air quality is not a major
concern in Horry County, the pollution generated
here only exacerbates pollution problems elsewhere.
The Waccamaw Air Quality Coalition was formed to
serve as a forum to discuss air quality concerns and

f e hasiSidhit cols

large, undisturbed tracts
According to ecologists, large areas of continuous,
unfragmented natural lands with a diversity of

habitat types are needed. Experts also suggest that
scattering moderate sized, 125 — 500 acre natural
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share ideas to reduce air pollution in Georgetown, site in either Horry or Brunswick County because the
Horry, and Williamsburg Counties. EPA monitoring standards have evolved and Horry
County and Brunswick counties are now part of a
Metropolitan Statistical Area. On-road vehicles are
likely the largest contributor to 0zone emissions in

SCDES is responsible for air quality monitoring to
measure the concentrations of pollutants in the
air. Through the Clean Air Act, the EPA set National

Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for pollut H.orr.y County a_nd_other pollutants, I.ike nitrogen
ants considered harmful to public health and the dioxide, sulfur dioxide, carbon monoxide, and lead. gk

environment. On:road poJIutlon cAan be re,duced by improving thev

- - - N DZ‘TM ‘ _11f D(...a ”iT_...(.%O (TZ<
The air pollution in Horry County can be divided  the total number of on-road vehicles by providing
into several types of sources. Point sources are g|ternative transportation options.

Zf %t D<8Ft o' —"...ted e—...S fo cot—oe—"¢fZ ec—te —Sf— fec—
pollutants from activities on the site. Area sources
Icu:t fz.: D(é:t.l. .‘_”---:t.é L —— fn:t %O:t.

In orderj';o {)rgtgc)t a.ir.c(ugl%y a(n:jTreduce fossil fuel
emissions, the EPA is calling for states to diversify
their energy sources. Horry County has two potential
renewable energy sources available to supply the
state’s power grid, including wind and solar energy.
The South Atlantic Bight, including the Grand Strand,
Sfe ,fte <tfte—<Dctt fo f o—<—f, 2%
lish offshore wind turbines because of the available
wind resource and the shallow water depths (Musial
and Bam, 2010). The slope is much more gradual
in waters off the Carolinas than in other areas off
the Eastern Seaboard, meaning the towers can be

As of 2024, there were only two active point source positioned ten or more miles from beaches without
emitters in the County, far fewer than 12 just a jmpairing scenic views.

decade ago (EPA, 2024). Inevitably, the emissions
from point sources have reduced over time. SCDES
no longer operates a particulate matter monitoring
station in Horry County, although one was active in

widespread. Examples include dry cleaners and gas
oline refueling stations. The mobile source category
of air pollution is broken into on-road and non-road
sources. On-road sources refer to highway vehicles,
and non-road sources refer to vehicles or equipment,
such as construction equipment and recreational
boats. The EPA monitors emissions in several differ
ent ways from monitoring point sources, like smoke
stacks of power plants, to measuring particulate
matter and ozone at selected locations to capture
the overall conditions of an airshed.

In 2016, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
(BOEM) saw 13 environmental studies completed
in support of the Renewable Energy Program along

Myrtle Beach from 1990-2008. During that time, area the Atlantic CO‘?ISt' These .StUdle.S mcludg reglqnal
. . surveys, modeling ocean circulation and identifying
sources served as the largest source of air pollution.

Sco —tet Sfe ZeotZ> . Sfe%otta fOoNRYECKS (BDEM, 2000 5.

increased and point sources have decreased.

) economic hub
SCDES has also not consistently operated an ozone

monitoring site in Horry County because past stud ~Clemson Energy Innovation Center in Charleston
ies and monitoring have indicated good air quality. OPerates the largest wind turbine testing facility in

.+a e—a *aTa
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make Horry County a prime location to incorporate
offshore wind resources into the power grid.

The North Strand Wind Coalition Wind Team was
established to support the development of wind
energy in the Grand Strand. Since its inception,
the City of North Myrtle Beach passed a resolution
in support of the development of offshore wind
resources and to accommodate electric cables from
offshore sites through its deepwater stormwater
outfalls. It adopted a Small Wind Energy Systems
Ordinance to promote the use of small onshore wind
turbines, but in a manner that does not have adverse
effects on neighboring properties. Onshore wind

Solar energy also provides opportunities, whether
at the single homeowner level or large-scale oper
ations. South Carolina residents can receive a 25%
tax credit for the installation of solar panels. Similar
credits are also available for businesses. While the
use of solar power is not prevalent in Horry County,
Santee Cooper is working to expand its presence
through demonstration projects and has added a
new incentive program for customers who install
solar energy. Santee Cooper installed a grid-tied
solar array, consisting of 1,325 solar panels, on its
maintenance facility on 10th Avenue in Myrtle Beach

turbines can already be seen among beach resort (Santee Cooper, 2021).

high rises in North Myrtle Beach.

Solar Panel at Home

‘—"..ta fe-Ff '"’174 eata
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Many of Horry County’s new schools have also been
equipped with a solar array on their rooftops. Santee
Cooper and the state’s electric cooperatives part
nered to install solar in more than twenty schools
throughout South Carolina, calling them Green
Power Solar Schools. The initiative was designed to
encourage interest in the environment and demon
strate the feasibility and limitations of renewable
power generation.

In 2018, Santee Cooper opened the Bell Bay Solar
Farm on Hwy 701 with 6,000 solar panels producing
2,800 megawatt hours (MWh) annually, which is
enough power to run 205 households. Santee Cooper
is also currently developing a solar project on a land
D«Z7Z ™c-S«ce >"-7% ff..S -
site will have over 6,000 panels on 14 acres. While
large solar installations are not common, there are
many rooftops that could be equipped to provide
power to the grid. Additionally, solar farms may
prove to be a viable alternative for underutilized
farmland (SCGreenPower, 2025)

OFFSHORE DRILLING

After BOEM opened 98% of oil and gas resources in

:t"of_(‘o

federal offshore areas to exploration and develop
ment, South Carolina advocated for an offshore ‘no
drill’ oil exemption. BOEM halted offshore drilling
for a 10-year period in 2020, and there has been
an effort to protect the offshore areas permanently
(South Carolina Governor, 2020). This is a battle that
will continue to take place in the future.

ENERGY FINDINGS

Growing trends in ecologically friendly green energy
solutions have placed Horry County in the forefront
for potential sustainable energy solutions. New inno

vations and continued expansions in solar and wind

power are economically and ecologically critical.

CONCLUSIONS

Conservation, preservation, and restoration of our
natural resources is important for Horry County’s
future. People locate to Horry County in part due to
access to the beach and natural areas. As the pepu
lation grows, water quality, impacts on waterways,
Sfoc—f=""f%oeFe—f-c'ot of ——

Introduction

encouraging sustainable energy solutions, Horry
County can become more resilient to damages from
a changing climate and rising sea level.

resilience

Utilizing natural stormwater control is also vital in

support of protection, conservation, restoration.

Further enhancing the Stormwater regulations

and best management practices can increase Horry
‘—e—>ie "fecZctoe. . f "o " " DZ*

the effects of sea level rise. Through innovative,

thoughtful design and planning Horry County can

mitigate the disturbance of our natural resources

and harness these assets for their ability to enhance

our economic, social, and ecological resilience.

"F7 "tecZctoe. t = DZ T <o %o

fot Detea fot —SF "fet" foc'e " "te_Zfet fUE o>

issues that the county will need to address.

mitigate impact

In addition, encouraging permeability, low impact
devélopmant, Befiter site design, and conservation of
natural lands will allow for the protection of existing
open space, water quality protection, habitat, agri
o Z——"f74 fot .. —7——
also help to preserve rural character and encourage
enhancements in existing public facilities and infra

structure in already densely populated areas.

By discouraging destruction of wetlands, restrain

%o TETEZ U efem o ~SF DZUTZfr8 ol
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Chapter 5

Housing
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~Stet ..SfZZte%ted number of housing units since the 1970s. Until
the Great Recession, Horry County experienced
ten-year housing growth rates ranging from 35% to
89%. From 2000 to 2010, the housing stock grew

,> WtAu"a St "f..feecte ST f oc%oe<Dc...

construction in Horry County. Between 2010 and

2020, the number of housing units in Horry County
only increased by 17,710 units, growing 9.5% to
203,702 total. However, between 2020 and 2023,
the estimated housing growth rate increased to 3.9%
annually, approaching pre-recession levels. Despite
the temporary slowdown in new construction, Horry
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housing
e ie 7 f—<'e ec%oo<D<...foe—7> <o .. Hofisihg Upits-dMdtRopulation Growth
2010 and 2020, indicating housing stock remained
available.
155,331
(73.4%)

As of 2023, a majority of the county's housing stock
is located in Myrtle Beach, Little River, and Conway
East. These areas also have the greatest share of
seasonal housing units.

HOUSING TYPES

Single-family units remain the most common type
of housing in Horry County, encompassing 69.6%

of all units. The chart on the following page details ,oxvs > w frow g Frodrmda dremrd dro 1o

XVXYya W x{vvw &

Housing Units by Year Structure Built the breakdown of occupied housing units by type.

The breakdown of housing types by County Census
Division (CCD) is detailed on the next page. The
Conway East, Conway, Little River, and Myrtle Beach
CCDs have the highest shares of single-family units,
while Floyds Crossroads CCD has the lowest. 15.7%
of the population lives in multi-family dwellings,
while another 14.6% reside in mobile homes. More
than half of all units in Horry County are three-beed
room units, while studio units are least common. As
the population rises, a variety of affordable housing
options will need to be available for both rural and
urban areas.

OCCUPANCY AND VACANCY
1721 Of the 211,686 housing units in Horry County, 71%

frt ... —'<tta s{at” f't ...Zfee<D<t

a remaining 9.8% are considered vacant, primarily
for rent. 53.9% of the total housing stock is owner
occupied, while 17.1% are renter occupied. Since

3R dee—ed efrofe tee—eces o1, xvwe 2980 dherg has heen a slight increase in the per
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Population by Housing Type : : :
p y g 1yp Estimated Housing Units (2023) Housing Units by County Census Division

Town of Aynor 421
Unincorporated 4,889
Conway CCD 20,813
City of Conway 9,318
Unincorporated 11,495
Conway East CCD 44,350 Conway CCD
Unincorporated 44,350
Floyds Crossroads CCD 1,375
Unincorporated 1,375
Little River CCD 42,533
Conway East CCD
Number of Bedrooms
City of North Myrtle Beach 27,110
Town of Briarcliffe Acres 223
Town of Atlantic Beach 283
Unincorporated 14,917
Longs CCD 4,653
Unincorporated 4,653
Floyds Crossroads
Loris CCD 7,584
City of Loris 1,241
Unincorporated 6,343
Myrtle Beach CCD 85,068 < >
City of Myrtle Beach 24,467 . . .
Town of Surfside Beach 4,272 Myrtle Beach CCD Loris CCD Longs CCD Little River CCD
Unincorporated 56,329
Total Housing Units 211,686 ) )
M Single Family
M Multi Family
Municipal Housing Units 67,335 M Mobile Home
Unincorporated Housing Units 144,351 Boat, RV, or Van
‘—"...F& fee—ed ef"c...fe fee—ec—> —"7i> XvwWeaXvXxya W x{vyy
‘—"...F& fee—ed ef"c...fe fee—ec—> —"7i> XxvweaXxvxya W x{vvw fet x{vyy &
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cent of owner and renter-occupied units, while the
estimated percent of seasonal units has decreased.

1. operable indoor plumbing;
2. f —ef, 2%t DZ—eS —'«ZF— cooctt —St —>

Housing Occupancy and Vacancy by Census County Division

: T Occupied Vacant
77.1% of unincorporated areas' 144,351 housing exclusive use of a family; o _ Owner Renter s | o R For Sl o Total Units
e [T e bt A swave (7% .. 2F 3 VERDIBPAIUP pf shayes jnside the uni Ciipe  Ocpes S Forvem forsae obe
and a remaining 7.5% are considered vacant, pri Ay S 3,800 939 150 83 24 314 5310
marily for rent. 60.8% of the total housing stock is Housing Occupancy and Vacancy Trends Conway CCD 14,189 4,540 377 362 184 1161 20,813
owner occupied, while 16.3% are renter occupied. Conway East CCD 28,610 8,890 3,844 1,145 284 1577 44,350
Overall, 22.9% of all units are considered va- Floyds Crossroads CCD 768 341 21 0 0 245 1,375
cant, largely due to the fact that 15.4% of the o
, . . Little River CCD 16,955 3,855 15,263 4,690 469 1301 42,533
county's housing stock is seasonal.
. Longs CCD 3,308 769 312 0 69 195 4,653
In total, there are approximately 22,190 seasonal
. .. . s Loris CCD 4,400 2,115 181 12 29 847 7,584
units, comprising 19.8% of South Carolina’s total
overall housing stock was estimated to be vacant Total 114,026 36,316 40,714 10,733 1,876 8,021 211,686
and for sale, indicating high demand, especially in Percent Total Housing Units 53.9% 17.2% 19.2% 5.1% 0.9% 3.8% 100.00%

comparison to the number of vacant units available
for rent. Areas with high proportions of vacation and
second homes invariably show high vacancy rates.

Vacancy is calculated prior to the peak of the tourist
season, and overrepresents second homes and units
built for seasonal rental purposes. Compared to
other tourist-based coastal housing markets, Horry
County has a greater share of seasonal housing stock.

The number of housing units that are invest-
ment properties with high values and are not

" fa fee—-a

ef"<c...fe

‘oo _——eo¢—>

—""f> XvweaeXxvxya

Housing Occupancy and Vacancy

W x{vvy fet x{vvz &

Housing Occupancy and Vacancy Comparison

F f<Zf,ZF "7 >Ef” "—et —ef%t <%t E3chpia... codped<® Vacant = Vacant  Unis
the availability of affordable housing in close
proximity to jobs available near the beach. 1980 23,925 10,873 15,020 5185 55,003
This impacts travel patterns and quality of life
for working families. 1990 38,198 17,566 19,880 14,316 89,960
HOUSING CONDITIONS 2000 59,713 22,087 24,945 15,340 122,085
Safe housing is fundamental to having a high quality 2010 76,997 35,228 49,862 23,905 185992
of life. Because the vast majority of housing in Horry
County has been recently constructed, few units are 2020 111,012 39,209 35786 17,605 203,702
o LfeecDcETt foo— o—foetfrta "tectie . f <o L teectirit
substandard by the Department of Housing and I 114026 | 36316 0714 | 20630 ) 211,685
Urban Development (HUD) if it does not have: .. t4a tee—ed t..feecfZ tee—ed ot”c..fo — TR X VW ES tee—ed of"c..fe fee—ec—> —"7f> XVWeR%vRYALA Whepvvyad e <. fe ‘ee—ec—> —"7F> XVWe&E XV
XVXYya W x{vvy fet x{vvz a x{vvz a fet x{vvz &
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for the exclusive use of a family;

4. electricity, or has inadequate or unsafe elec-
trical service,

5. a safe or adequate source of heat; or

6. a kitchen.

Of all occupied housing units in Horry County,
0.19% lack complete plumbing facilities, 0.83% lack
a means of heat, and 0.37% lack kitchen facilities
Overcrowded units with more than one inhabitant

per room make up 1.24% of occupied units. (ACS, « 1 1 —

2019-2023, (ID #B25049, B25117, B25053, and
B25014)).

In addition, a housing unit is considered substan
dard if it is dilapidated, which includes unoccupied
housing units. To classify as such:

1. the unit does not provide safe and adequate
shelter, and in its present condition endangers
the health, safety, or well-being of a family; or

2. the unit has one or more critical defects, or

f o te cof—cte " co—F ettcf—% t4%
cient number or extent to require considerable
repair or rebuilding. The defects may involve
original construction, or they may result from
continued neglect or lack of repair or from seri-
ous damage to the structure. These conditions
are assessed and enforced by the Horry County
Code Enforcement Department. Dilapidated
structures are one mechanism to determine
areas that need revitalization or are deteri-
orating and needing housing rehabilitation
assistance, which is addressed further in this
chapter.

There are relatively few households living in poor
housing conditions as tracked by the Census
However, it is important to note that the Census does
ot~ foeetes
damage, or the conditions of unoccupied housing,
such as foreclosed and abandoned homes.
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Because Horry County is in the coastal zone and has

an abundance of wetlands and riverfront, nearly 24%

‘" =St Zfet fUEf <o Z'..f-tT ™Mc=S«ce =St "t%—Zf-""> DZ''Y
®'efd o 7 trtva =S3"F fri e—et —e i i~ DZ'' Y

loss properties in unincorporated Horry County that

SF Et DZ Tt o—Z—-C7F —cofe 71" DT >Efred fo> 7
. these homes were constructed prior to the adoption

‘" St L t—e—sie coc—<fZ DZ''t of’e <o s{zy fot T' o=
—""fe— DZT ootel L tee—"— . —<'e "t%o—Zf—c'eed
T 't—«—<"F DZt Ztee " —cFe U fZet Z' . f—-%1
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vacation
rentals
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Beyond stick-built structures, there are many people
living in older mobile homes or in campers. Mobile
homes built prior to June 1994 are not designed to
withstand hurricane force winds, even if tied down.
Campers and other recreational vehicles do not
provide wind protection either. While new model
mobile homes have to meet wind zone standards,
mobile homes constructed prior to 1994 can be sited
and relocated anywhere in the county, regardless of
wind zone.

While Horry County is infrequently impacted by
major wind events, many dwelling units are at
risk during such events. There are an unknown
number of campers or older mobile homes that

7t % . tE < Zfo (:3e.ry$ ag E;i??y.r]gsﬁgei]‘c‘e],_s, vacation homes or

rental properties. Because this data is not collected
by Census, the county needs to continue to evaluate

these inventories to identify appropriate housing
solutions to natural hazards.

DENSITY AND FORM

Residential density is intended to vary by zoning
district to distinguish between rural, suburban and
urban form. Zoning can result in variation in housing
types, lot size, lot coverage, building separation, and
even building heights. The smallest lot size under
standard zoning is 6,000 square feet. However, more

dense developments can be approved as Planned

Development Districts (PDD) or Multi-Residential
Districts (MRD).

most of Horry County’s zoning
districts result in suburban design

All major residential subdivisions are required to
meet Horry County’s Land Development Regulations
(LDR), which provide uniform standards for all new

housing

LSEUF L

o —, t<Tcoctee —_Sf— "FU%—Zf—-% —"f"F
access for emergency vehicles, open space, and side
walks. Some development criteria are triggered by

the number of dwelling units. Additional regulations

may exist within development agreements or over

lay districts, in addition to stormwater regulations.

According to the IMAGINE 2040 Survey, residents
that purchased a new home in the last ten years were
relatively happy with housing types and lot sizes
available on the market at the time of their purchase.

‘—1 —Sce "tDZt...—e THec"fe T f8cr—
not those seeking to move here.

Based on existing residential development patterns,
Horry County’s most densely developed areas are
the South Strand and North Strand. While these
areas have seen the most growth in recent years,
the greatest density remains in resort areas along
the beachfront.

sprawling de-
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9 y road corridors . Residential and commercial

represents all residential building permits that were
development are not centralized with the issued from 2019 through 2024. Over this timeframe,
exception of municipal downtowns and areas single-family residential growth occurred heavily in
directly along the beachfront. Carolina Forest, Little River, and Forestbrook, largely
While establishing interconnected, walkable commu
nities can be challenging in unincorporated Horry
County because of extensive wetlands, regulations
fetl ec—F Tdec%oo "Zf> f e<U%hoo<Dc...fe— "'ZF <o ¢Sf’ <*%0
livability. As residential development has increased
drastically in the last 40 years, it has largely consist
ed of major residential subdivisions without integra
tion with adjacent developments or easy access to
commercial uses and services. Redevelopment also
presents opportunities to improve design.

Residential Building Permits Issued

Horry County will need to continue to revise its

zoning and land development regulations to allow

for variation in housing and neighborhood design

to minimize impacts to the transportation network,

Improve access to jobs, and create healthy communi

—<teda St ———"t%t fet oF f' fof TEDcoc—cioe ™ «—S«<e
~St fet ot Sf'—1” tiDcet ™MSHE"E Tfrc —e theec—cto
are most appropriate. Development according to

this plan will result in more distinct rural, suburban,

and urban areas.

DEVELOPMENT TRENDS

Major residential subdivisions account for 2% of
Horry County’s total land cover. However, an addi
tional 8% of the County’s total land area is under
construction or has been rezoned for major subdi
visions. The following section details recent housing
trends in unincorporated Horry County. This data
does not include growth occurring in municipalities.

Recent Growth

N\ While residential growth declined during the Great

Recession and the Covid-19 pandemic, development
U LEE U fess Zfeeco¥%o m ‘eco%od C—ULLEA s t—eos PE eh L fete—a xvx{d
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driven by construction in major subdivisions. These porate.d.areas if population continues to increase
areas can be clearly seen as ‘hot spots’ on the map.as anticipated.
Areas shown in blue indicate where fewer residential The table below conveys existing housing trends
permits were approved in recent years. Emerging and projected growth if those trends continue. It
growth areas around Conway and along the SC 9, SGdoes not account for alterations in development
90, and SC 905 corridors have higher permit appliea patterns that could occur from land use policies or
tion activity. As development continues to increase incentives. The number of projected additional units
in rural areas of the county, infrastructure needs and needed also does not account for seasonal housing
costs should be evaluated to inform future land use unit needs or the transition of year-round residences
T, cocten fot L flc—fZ <o’ " fete_intd'sedsgnhleiOUBIRgG.T
stations, police services, recreation, and schools.

HOUSING ANALYSIS FINDINGS

Because a large portion of the future population
The county's population projections estimate growth can be accommodated within already
211,838 more people will live in Horry County by approved residential areas, additional rezonings
2040. To accommodate this growth, assuming that for major subdivisions should be evaluated to ensure
average household size remains approximately 2.46, that an adequate balance of housing types, densities,
an additional 86,113 housing units will need to be and community design are available for permanent
available in unincorporated and incorporated Horry  residents and vacationers. Beyond the availability
County (ACS, 2018-2022, ID #S1101). of housing, the county should continue monitor
S‘—ece%o ... oTc—c'eed <o Z—Fcoe% T’
areas, enclosure of breakaway walls, conversion
of single-family homes into duplexes and vacation
rentals, mobile home age and durability, and dilap
idated housing.

Potential Growth

If construction rates and average household size
remain the same, unincorporated Horry County
can accommodate approximately 45% of the pro

jected population growth through 2040. Nearly

64,000 additional units will be added in unincor

Projected Housing Growth and Needs

. Eﬁlﬁﬂgg Prea.pprow-ad (Not Construtfted) in Un.incorporated Horry County Addit’i‘%rge%nits
Multi-Family Single-Family Total
Aynor CCD 5,310 - 2,033 2,033 355
Conway CCD 20,813 50 5,034 5,084 3,186
Conway East CCD 44,350 6,495 9,008 15,503 20,498
Floyds Crossroads CCD 1,375 - 32 32
Little River CCD 42,533 2,423 2,148 4,571 4,194
Longs CCD 4,653 825 6,242 7,067
VAN Loris CCD 7,584 - 1,743 1,743
\ / Myrtle Beach CCD 85,068 6,965 5,751 12,716 15,915
Total 211,686 16,785 32,783 49,568 44,148
‘—7 . fA 77> f—e—s fE o7 fete—4 xvx{d ‘"> ‘—e—> Zfeece%o fof ‘eco%od ‘—r...ta fee—ed ef"c..fe fee—ec—> —"7f> XvwWeaXVXya W x{vvw & '""> ‘—e—> Zfeeco%o - ‘eco%od
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COST AND AFFORDABILITY

Home costs and average rents have continuously
increased as population growth has increased.
Single-family home values have risen more than
condos and townhouses. Unfortunately, wages
have not increased at the same rate, resulting in an
increased cost burden on many households. This
trend will likely continue and further increase the
need for affordable housing within close proximity
to job centers, schools, retail, and services.

HOUSING COSTS

In 2023, the median property value of owner-occu
pied housing units in Horry County was $260,500,
51.0% higher than the median value of $172,500
in 2018. Property values remain slightly above the
State median ($236,700) and lower than the national
median ($303,400). 59.7% of owner-occupied hous
ing units are valued at less than $300,000.

Despite lower median property values, median sin
gle-family sales prices reached $386,990 in 2022.
Continued increases in the median sales price indi

cate high demand for existing housing stock.

Median Sales Price (2024)

Single Family Tos:v%rlz%%/se
Aynor $289,900 NA

Carolina Forest $420,000 $250,000

Conway $295,000 $197,500

Garden City/Murrells Inlet $429,950 $315,000

Little River $384,700 $210,000

Loris/Longs $297,000 $218,500

Myrtle Beach $465,000 $230,000

North Myrtle Beach $580,065 $327,450

Socastee $349,900 $230,850

Surfside Beach $380,000 $187,750
L EE fe—fZ fUtZcefe eetcf=cte >4 XVXEAT ..
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Median Property Value Comparison
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Horry County Property Values

1.6%
1.5%
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Median Sales Price
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Rental Costs

While renting often seems like a more affordable
option than purchasing a home, rental costs are
also increasing rapidly. 2023 estimates suggest that
the proportion of renters paying between $500 and

D{{{ 1" ¢*+—=S e<%oe<Dc...fo-2Z> T1..

to 27.5% while the proportion of renters paying
between $1,000 and $1,499 per month has almost
doubled since 2015. The median rent has increased
to approximately $1,181/month, a $338/month
increase since 2015 (ACS 2019-2023, (ID #25064)).

Rising housing costs can lead to displacement of
residents due to economic pressures. Renters are
particularly impacted, as increases in the value
of a home can lead to higher rents (Horry HOME
Consortium, 2017). Because Horry County has a high
number of seasonal rental units, this can drive up the
cost of year-round rentals, especially in proximity to
the job centers at the beach. Conversely, off-season
housing near the beach can be more affordable, but
is not a viable long-term housing solution.
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Estimated Rent Paid in 2023

Less than $500

$500-999

« XrI°~

$1,500-1,999

$2,000 or more

Rental Cost Comparison

vt  «ZZrTM sy
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Housing Inventory

With high population growth and demand for a
“frct—> T St—ece% —>'ted —St"%
housing in Horry County, which can have a profound
impact on sales prices and rental pricing.

While a number of housing developments are under

way, the existing housing supply is not large enough
to meet growing demand without rapid increases

in new housing for a variety of income levels and
S‘'—etS'Zt —>'Fed o fttc—<'ed Sco
placed an additional burden on existing housing
stock.

housing

(.ZOST BU’RQEN -

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban

s S ARRE T tTiDeete 771,21
when the occupant or family spends no more than
30% of their gross household income towards their
total gross housing costs, whether renting or owning.
Housing costs include rent or mortgage costs, and
utllltles 22%nf homeowners and 41.1% of renters
in Horry County \I/ere conS|c§sered cost-burdened in
2023 (ACS, 2019-2023, (ID #B25106)).

(r;

Income

Cost burden heavily correlates with median house
hold income. According to the Department of

Median Supply of Residential Units for Sale

Median Days on the Market

" fA fe—fZ [r'Zcofe oot <f—<te " >3 .

"free=& xvXxza
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Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Area P T LI
Median Income (AMI) for Horry County in 2023 was .

Median

$73,700, 122% |OW€F than SOUth Cal’0|lna’S annual Household Income Limit Category HiESeeri%?d Location One-Bed Two-Bed Three-Bed Four-Bed
AMI of $83,981. Families whose income is less than "™ South Carolina $966 $1,117 $1,420 $1,706
30% of the area median income are considered Extromely Low (S0%) Income Limits | $30,000
) $73,700 Very Low (50%) Income Limits $36,150 Horry County $991 $1,141 $1,455 $1,642
low-income by HUD. Low (80%) Income Limits $57,850
, . ' Annual Household Income to Afford FMR by Bedrooms
From 2010 to 2023 Horry County’s median ‘—"..tda 4 xvxya
home value increased 34.7%. Over the same Location One-Bed Two-Bed Three-Bed Four-Bed
period, the median household income went up were renters (NLIHC, 2023). To assess renter South Carolina $38,643 $44,674 $56,817 $68,258
33.2% from $43,142 to $64,623. An individ- ili i
_ $43 $ _ aﬁordaplllty, Fair Market Rents (FMR) are useq to Horry County $39.640 $45.640 556,200 365,680
ual with the median household iIncome could determine standard payment amounts for housing
afford up to a three-bedroom home in Horry programs. According to HUD, FMRs are gross rent FETET - Tofem [red— Fe-
County, as shown at right. estimates that include the cost of all tenant-paid Location One-Bed Two-Bed Three-Bed Four-Bed

utilities, except telephones, cable, satellite televi

South Carolina $18.58 $21.48 $27.32 $32.82
FAIR MARKET RENT sion service, and internet service. Note that FMR
In 2023, 26% or 34,707 households in Horry County does not include homeowners’ association dues, Horry County $19.06 $21.04 $27.98 $31.58
‘—r...ta a xvxya

Percent Cost-Burdened Median Household Income yvhlch are commonplace for mos_t deve_lopm_en_ts Homeownership Market Affordability
in Horry County. They are especially high within

condo regimes.

St D<"e— —f,Z2% <otc..f-Fe =St s> =St e—e " 7
bedrooms, while the following tables indicate the
annual household income or hourly wage needed
to afford those rents. In all housing size categories,
except four-bedroom units, a higher income is nec
essary in Horry County than the state. Given the
median income is $73,700, a four-bedroom home
is the largest home a family could afford with this
income. Households that qualify as low income could
only afford a two-bedroom home. Households that
qualify as very low and extremely low income would
not be able to afford housing in the county.

A Horry County resident would need to work
115 hours per week at minimum wage to af-
ford a one-bedroom home at Fair Market Rent
(NLIHC, 2024).

71N 7N . .
@ 7 With the county's estimated mean renter's wage of
‘—r..ta fee—ed of"c..fe ‘ee—ec—> —""1>4 XVWeaRXVXYA W x{wv]| & ‘—r..ta fee—ed of"c..fe fee—oe $15.55:heurlyy anxndpddualkcauldonly afford $808 ‘v A f-<'efZ ‘—ece% ‘e 1 fe..t& XxvXyd
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monthly towards housing, not even enough for a
one-bedroom unit. This stresses the importance
of providing affordable housing and direct rental
assistance for those in need, in addition to attracting
higher paying industry (NLIHC, 2023).

To afford a studio and one-bedroom in Horry County,
the minimum price in the rental market is $44,840
and $47,480 respectively. To afford a home with
more than two bedrooms ranges approximately from
$54,440 to $80,200. Construction laborers, medical
secretaries and administrative assistance (which
are the largest occupations in Horry County) could
struggle to afford any type of home in the rental
market. While teachers and instructors could afford a
studio and one-bedroom, bartenders could not even
afford a studio. The homeownership market tends
to be more extreme, showing the annual income of
$112,149 needed (including a 10% down payment)
to buy a home. This is almost double the annual
income of business operations and specialists.

Income to Afford Rental Types

‘—ece% ‘e"f"Fe..td xvxya
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Foreclosures

Foreclosures are another way to measure cost
burden and home values. While the 2008 recession
increased delinquent mortgages to 1.7 percent,
only 0.01% of countywide mortgages are currently
delinquent. 1.1 Horry County homes per 10,000 were
foreclosed in 2024, lower than the national value
of 2.3 (ATTOM, 2024). As county housing values
Lte—ce—t —f et d «— of > ..

S —et8Zte —Sf— t1 f—2Z— ‘e -8t "”—%ogf(;/gcé%’

affordable housing options.

FAIR HOUSING

Fair housing has long been an important issue in
American urban policy, stemming from discrimina
tion and fueled by growing civil unrest that reached
a boiling point during the Civil Rights Movement.
The passing of the Fair Housing Act in 1968 was a
critical step towards addressing this complex prob
lem but was far from the solution. The Fair Housing
Act mandates that the Department of Housing

Typical Incomes of Select Industries

housing

fet " fe F7FZ7eFe— Tf " Dceof—<"%; Aveage Prices by Housing Type
housing’ through its programs. Towards this end,
HUD requires funding recipients to undertake Fair Structure Type 2013 2018 2022
Housing Planning (FHP) to proactively take steps
that will lead to less discriminatory housing markets Condo $198,818  $253,956  $268,711
and better living conditions for minority groups and
vulnerable populations. While affordable housing is Detached $354,105  $415,199  $427,392
f e <%0 <P <« ... fo_ cee—14 fTT”:too(o%o Af(” é‘_g(g%m ottt te <o
et et B:%ICh moie_camplex. The following impediments Detached Leased Land $302,186 $411,672  $454,413
M:'t'”:t <ti.E.)_(P(:tT Ce RN e —> e t|"S\JI ooioooio_
e — e
Housmg: Detached with HPR $364,974  $464,145  $467,859
1. Location and type of affordable housing.
2. Community OppOSitiOﬂ to pUb|IC housing and Manufacture Leased Land $121,749  $149,842  $153,294
Not In My Backyard (NIMBY) sentiments.
pressure.
4_ Helr’s property Issues_ Semi-Detached $317,554 $388,350 $350,661
5. Segregation due to community ties.
6. The availability, type, frequency, and reliabili- Townhouse $214.806  $276,895  $312,042
ty of public transportation. v 43 & xuxzd

Income Criteria to afford Low-, Median-, and High- Housing Units for Owners

Location Income Criteria 2013 2018 2022
Low-Priced (25%) $15,967 $20,119 $29,273
South Carolina Median-Priced (50%) $29,273 $34,596 $58,547
High-Priced (75%) $47,902 $58,547 $74,514
Low-Priced (25%) $20,225 $23,951 $39,918
Horry County Median-Priced (50%) $34,596 $39,918 $58,547
High-Priced (75%) $47,902 $58,547 $74,514

Income Criteria to afford Low-, Median-, and High- Housing Units for Renters

Location Income Criteria 2013 2018 2022
Low-Priced (25%) $16,980 $20,980 $24,980
South Carolina Median-Priced (50%) $24,980 $28,980 $37,980
High-Priced (75%) $37,980 $44,980 $54,980
Low-Priced (25%) $21,980 $22,980 $28,980
Horry County Median-Priced (50%) $26,980 $30,980 $44,980
High-Priced (75%) $37,980 $44,980 $69,980
‘—"... fa 4 Xvxza ef’"<..fe ‘fee—ec—> —""%> {@r>if” Fe—<ef-Fea
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To Rent in Metropolitan Statistical Area

Studio 1 bedroom 2 bedroom 3 bedroom

$966 $991 $1,141 $1,455

4 bedroom

$1,642

Qualifying Income to Rent in Metropolitan Statistical Area

Studio 1 bedroom 2 bedroom 3 bedroom

$38,640 $39,640 $45,640 $58,200

Myrtle Beach-

4 bedroom

$65,680

Conway-North . . o
Myrtle Beach, SC To Buy in Metropolitan Statistical Area

10%

YA 3% qualify-
ZHVI qlijr?(lmneg ing income PMI 10%
$331,487.75 $110,622.49 $117,891.31 $248.62
‘" T8 f-<'ofZ ‘—eco% ‘fZc—<'ed xvXxya
7. e 0 fa fee — Diofe..

ing discrimination.

8. The availability of affordable units in a range
of sizes.

9. Admissions and occupancy policies and
procedures, including preferences in public
housing.

10. Lack of access to high performing schools.
11. Lack of meaningful language access.

12. Quality of affordable housing information
programs.

13. Lack of local public fair housing enforce-
ment.

14. Lack of assistance for housing accessibility
o 'tbc...f-<'eed

15. Lack of affordable, integrated housing for
individuals who need supportive services.

16. Location of accessible housing.

COST AND AFFORDABILITY FINDINGS

Horry County's population growth is increasing
demand for housing. The availability of homes for
sale is lower than 2% of the entire housing inventory.
Demand is driving up home values and spurring new
construction of single-family homes. Major subdi

158

Home-

Property ;
PMI 3% APR 10% APR 3% tax per ROWNERS
month Insurance
per month
$267.95 $1,932.03  $2,082.30 $303.86 $96.68

« f Z wisiéns. thatwéreipuZ dre Hold during the Covid-19

pandemic are now being revised and built out along
with a recent increase in permit applications for new
major subdivisions.

From a pure quantitative standpoint, there
are ample units in the region to house the cur-
rent population. However, high home values
and rents relative to wages result in much of
the housing stock being out of the affordable
range for large portions of the population.

22.5% of owner-occupied households and 41.8%
of renter households contribute more than 30%
of their wages to housing expenses. The income
criteria for owners and renters to afford homes in
Horry County is higher than or the same as that of
South Carolina. Income criteria for owners to afford
low-priced homes has increased approximately 97%,
while income criteria for owners to afford high-
priced homes has increased around 56%. Moreover,
the average prices for each type of home in Horry

‘—e—> Sfe ec%hoocDc...
showing the highest, 50.4% from 2013 to 2022 for
Detached Leased Land units followed by 45.3% for
townhouses.

This indicates that many households are vulnerable

to becoming homeless, as they may struggle to estab
lish a ‘rainy day fund.” While tourism and service
sector jobs in Horry County reduce unemployment
rates during part of the year, they impede the eco
nomic viability necessary for many to participate in
the housing market. In addition, the lack of a variety
of affordable housing options with convenient access
to job centers, schools, public transportation, and
services also creates a barrier to fair housing. Public
housing complexes can perpetuate the cycle of pov
erty and are stigmatized. Addressing fair housing
will require creative solutions with area housing
partners, developers, and lending agencies, including
but not limited to, the development of market-based
incentives for affordable housing, down payment
feeco—fo.. & fot Dc"o— —cof Stef |

c

Shelter is a basic necessity for all individuals.
Addressing housing needs requires a multi-facet

ed approach, from providing short-term housing

solutions for those most direly in need to providing

long-term solutions to provide safe, quality housing

for all.

HOMELESSNESS

Homelessness is fundamentally about a lack of
housing that is affordable to households at different
income levels. On a single night in January 2015,
564,708 people experienced homelessness natien
wide. In 2020, the South Carolina Coalition for the
Homeless Point in Time Count estimated 4,053
persons experiencing homelessness statewide.

foeZ> <o "ffett ‘~Ij_0rry{CQ%1t)y nad the highest number of unsheltered

homeless individuals (319 total) and total home
less individuals (602 total) counted in the Pee Dee

Region (SCCH, 2024). Nearly 73% of the homeless in

Horry County are unsheltered, some of which live in

housing

nomadic homeless camps. These camps are located
on private property and do not have running water,
restrooms, or proper trash disposal, resulting in
unsanitary conditions for those living in them and
environmental impacts.

Horry County and the City of Myrtle Beach maintain
much of the homeless population for the region.
Regional data clearly conveys that 58% of the hormme
less population is Black or African-American, which
Is considerably higher than the percent of the overall
population. 17% of the homeless population are
children under the age of 18, but 22% of the total
population. 62% of the homeless population are
male and 38% female.

Tota} Caferfor theHomeless Coalition is the lead
entity coordinating the region’s Continuum of Care

Homeless encampment 5 5
f—"...ta »"-ZF% Ff..S eZ<etfa xvxza
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(CoC) Program. The CoC brings together over 80 and ongoing homelessness, reducing the duration of persons with disabilities. tion. The waiting list for candidates maintained by
members representing more than 40 agencies that homelessness, veteran services, aiding in the move Horry County typically takes one (1) year from the
provide a wide range of services to the homeless. from homelessness to independent living, and needs time of initial application to the start of construction.
Its services include emergency shelter, transitional assessment are the main goals of this program. ECHO
housing, permanent supportive housing, supportive provides a get help link for those looking for a quick
services, emergency food, meals, clothing, medical solution: https://echousing.org/get-help/.

services, mental health services, rental and utility

Legally protected groups in Horry County (the
elderly, individuals with a disability, certain race
groups, and families) have higher proportions of The construction of adequate, secure, and affordable
their members in several public housing programs housing is the main deliverable of this program.
than the general public. The two (2) Public Housing In the 2024 program year, Horry County spent
Authorities that serve low-income households $1,040,415.60 on twnty-two (22) housing rehabs.

assistance, and many other appropriate services. 225 households throughout the county are: Furthermore, eight (8) housing restoration projects
through rapid rehousing and 325 individuals , : were active at the end of the program year. The
EMERGENCY HOUSING SOLUTIONS through homelessness prevention assistance 1. The Housing Authority of Myrtle Beach, average cost of housing restoration was $34,124.46
_ which provides Section 8 Housing Choice 9 9 e
Homelessness is unacceptable, and a response Vouchers

that focuses solely on shelters is ineffective and . . : HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP
. N : : , . - 2. The Housing Authority of Conway, which pro-
expensive. The county has prioritized funding of The time between intake and housing a family is : . . .
) . . : o vides Section 8 Housing Choice Vouchers and
homelessness prevention (HP) and rapid rehousing approximately 26 days, indicating that a lack of

blic housi its. '
(RRH) programs with HUD Emergency Solutions availability of affordable rental units in the county public housing units The _Horry C(_)ﬁmty HOfI\/IEdc_:onsfortlumh(HCHSC)
¢ Department of Housing and Urban Development
RAPID REHOUSING HOUSING REHABILITATION PROGRAM

The Horry County Community Development

Department manages several home repair programs y—y

funded through the U.S. Department of Housing = [ion zom | FER BB SEER SR [ GER
from emergency shelter (16%) or transitional hous and Urban Development (HUD), the United States

ing (42%). The average cost per exit to permanent Department of Agriculture’s Rural Development

S'—ece%o ™fo ocUhoocDc.. fo—Z> Zt™MEr ~iv v fo Arogiam, @nd SC figusing. The Essential Home Repair HlF;(gVMVE $760 $813 $977 $1,128 $1258 $1,389 $1519
1 1 i ent
(about $4,100) than it was for either shelter (about Program is designed for homeowners whose income

The National Alliance on Homelessness has repert
ed that 75% of rapid re-housing participants exit
to permanent housing, which is much higher than

Horry County

$10,000) or transitional housing (about $22,200). is not more than 80% of the_Area Median I.ncome HOME $968 $1,038 $1,248 $1,433 $1,579 $1,723 $1,868
S"t "14 D"t W “fecZ<te ..fe i &' —- f@Mll._Eg(grp@e(s. %ess_,entlal home repairs that Rent
the rapid rehousing approach for the same cost of may be covered under this program include leaking G sET Gy

Hll".é DZ“”(.%O (.._:t.é f ...... i..(”(;/_(_) ° |(U(_“I—( o

housing one (1) family at a transitional housing . i L Low i .
Teoef,ZFtT "fectte—ed tEDc...cFe-" Z—HOMR < ©%6 A37I8— $938 $1,077 $1,202 $1,326 $1,450
en

shelter.
Some of the eligibility requirements for the program High

PUBLIC HOUSING include, but are not limited to owning the home and ~ HOME  $902 $908 $1.191 $1,368 $1506 $1.643 1,781

living in it, documentation of ownership, current

property taxes, and executing a forgivable loan for

i Low
the cost Of the repalrS. HOME $595 $637 $765 $884 $986 $1,088 $1,190

Rent

Publicly supported housing includes public housing,
project-based Section 8, other Multifamily Assisted
developments, and Housing Choice Voucher (HCV).

<ZZ<f",,—"%o fe—e—>

According to the U.S. Department of Housing and To start the application process, households interest .
Urban Development (HUD), public housing was ed in receiving support through the owner-occupied HH(|)9|]\5|]E $705 $711 $933 $1115 $1225 $1333 $1441
established to provide decent and safe rental hous "t S f Zc—f—c'e "% fe e—e— DZZ R f vtmf i f

‘eco% FSf.<Zc—f-c'e Sfe'Z% ing for eligible low-income families, the elderly, and ‘" fA ‘""> ‘—e—>a xvxza
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(HUD) through the HOME Investment Partnership 5. Tenant-based rental assistance (TBRA) more attainable for Horry County’s workforce. For example, as part of the ARPA funding, the county
Program (HOME). HCHC was established in 2018 HCCLT will prioritize permanent workers and their awarded Oak Tree Farm, a community that serves
to support the funding, building, and maintenance “fe<Zcte —ff...St7ed D<”e— Vi’ adults'with &itisrangd dtker development disabil

of affordable housing in the low-income and under ty workers, healthcare staff, and other essential ities with $1,934,590 toward the construction of
served communities of Georgetown, Horry, and employees who help keep our community thriving twenty-four (24) one and two-bedroom rental apart
Williamsburg Counties. There are 12 municipali and safe. ment units in Conway. Horry County also awarded
ties within the Consortium’s administration. The Habitat for Humanity of Horry County a subrecipient

Applications for tenant-based rental assistance pro
grams and homeowner-eligible HOME programs are
made twice a year. During application acceptance
periods, requests for proposals and related applica
tions will be posted on the Community Development

) - _ ) page. Homeowner or renter applicants are not This initiative ensures that local workers can afford _

C_onsort|um has appointed Horry Coun.ty a_s |ts prm directly funded by HCHC. Those who would like to to live where they work, reducing commute times, agreement_ln the amount of $1,435,000 to purchase
cipal agency. To fund_a range of housmg |n|t|at|yes, know if they qualify for support under the HOME supporting local industry, and strengthening our land for neighborhood-scale development.
HCF{C cvo‘ll’aborates‘ \,’,V'th nearby comr‘numty housmg Jrogram can get in touch with the HOME-funded T..fefed St "—e— <o o' F . D<.. fZDthériARPA nbdstmeéntstificldde, but are not limited
T‘j’- iZ ‘ Ee- ~%° f ( oe f___ «r *a Norg?nizat%?@ dfre'cJEIy. . . permanent residents of Horry County, ensuring to construction of a domestic violence shelter, land to
ced D TITEZTETea SEel f..oTemcke L fe el Z—T1A that housing remains accessible to those who live become the future site for a veterans affairs nursing

1. Homeowner-occupied housing rehabilitation COMMUNITY LAND TRUST and work in our community year-round. Toensure S‘et “f ... <Z<—>& *'e@’ "' D= "—etce%o

2. Homeowner new construction The Horry County Community Land Trust (HCCLT) is maximum impact on affordable housing, the Horry and weatherization for low-to-moderate income

3. Rental acquisition and rehabilitation fet™Z, ""ett etege " Dee "%ofecoefocie .. ‘CQqn_QLCJ‘:LF' targets participation of homeowners at homeowners, and initial funding for a Community

4. Rental new construction 80%-120% area median income. Land Trust.

to making homeownership and housing products
The Trust's Board of Directors includes key stake

— holders in county housing affordability. Board
2025 HOME Income Limits members include representatives from United Way

RITEETE) e 1 Person 2 Person 3 Person 4 Person 5 Person 6 Person 7 Person 8 Person of Horry County1 the cities of Myrtle Beach and

Limit .
Conway, Horry County MBREDC, the Coastal Carolina
Horry Coun ..
Y county Association of Realtor§, Horry County Schools,
Ex“eme'(%gf,jo")v Income 15 250 $20,850 $23,450 $26,050 $28,150 $30,250 $32,350 $34,400 Coastal Carolina National Bank, and Tidelands
very %gg%/jgwme $30,400 $34,700 $39,100 $43,400 $46,900 $50,350 $53,850 $57,300 Health.
60% Limit $36,480 $41,640 $46,920 $52,080 $56,280 $60,420 $64,620 $68,760
Low Income (80%) $48,650 $55,600 $62,550 $69,450 $75,050 $80,600 $86,150 $91,700
e e Gy The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) State and
Local Fiscal Recovery Funds (SLFRF) aim to stim
Extremely Low Income
$17,400 $19,900 $22,400 $24,850 $26,850 $28,850 $30,850 $32,850 ,
(30%) ulate the country’s recovery from the COVID-19
very %gg{)/!f)‘cc’me $29,050 $33,200 $37,350 $41,450 $44,750 $48,100 $51,400 $54,700 pandemic’s effects on the economy and public health.
60% Limit $34,860 $39,840 $44,820 $49,740 $53,700 $57,720 $61,680 $65,640 ARPA funds totaling $68.8 million were awarded to
Low Income (80%) $46,450 $53,050 $59,700 $66,300 $71,650 $76,950 $82,250 $87,550 Horry County to address provision of government
ZIfer— % s services, negative economic impacts, community
Extremely Low Income investments, and disproportionately impacted
$14,300 $16,350 $18,400 $20,400 $22,050 $23,700 $25,300 $26,950 " . ,
(30%) communities. A portion of Horry County’s ARPA
ven o o $23800  $27,200  $30600  $34000  $36,750  $39450  $42,200 $44,900 funding was awarded as subrecipient agreements to
60% Limit $28,560 $32,640 $36,720 $40,800 $44,100 $47,340 $50,640 $53,880 cfe@"' D "Wofecrf—ciee —Sf— . fe fTT"Fee —SF 1T
Low Income (80%) $38,100 $43,550 $49,000 $54,400 $58,800 $63,150 $67,500 $71,850 for affordable housing.
‘—" . fA& ‘""> ‘—e—>a& xvxza fo "ttt fre "TUTfLZE f—eco%o " %" fe
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ARPA and SLFRF investments were also awardedOne of the best means to address homelessness
through subrecipient agreements to municipalities remains in proactive measures to prevent homeless
and utilities for community infrastructure projects  ness. Horry County continues to provide homeowner
undertaken in partnership with the City of Myrtle  repair and assistance to prevent the deterioration
Beach, the City of North Myrtle Beach, the Town of of safe and affordable housing inventory.

Surfside Beach, the Town of Atlantic Beach, Grand

strand Water and Sewer Authority, Bucksport Water REVITALIZATION EFFORTS

System, and Horry Telephone Cooperative. ARPA1,4 Horry County Community Development

and SLFRF funding was also awarded to HOITy penariment leads revitalization efforts throughout
Georgetown Technical College for workforce devel

opment programs targeting low to moderate income
individuals.

the county, in partnership with other county depart
ete_ed e—et" o
organizations. Because the Community Development
ARPA and SLFRF funding received through a grant Department is responsible for administering
from the South Carolina Rural Infrastructure Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds
Authority is supporting neighborhood-level drain-  for housing and infrastructure improvements in the
age projects across the county. In addition to ARPA county and region, HUD requires that the county
SLFRF investments, Horry County disbursed more develop a Consolidated Plan to outline funding
than $30 million in Emergency Rental Assistance '"<'"<—<fe "7 f BD<"F w >If” —«cof
T etce%o —S" ' — %S <—e ‘e’ "' P crequifesthat thié cofinty develop an Annual Action
Carolina Housing Organization (ECHO). Plan to detail the activities to be completed and the
funding sources for them.

o —vec ..

¢
FINDINGS

Fundamentally, homelessness is the result of a lack
of affordable housing. Emergency shelter options
are limited in Horry County and do not provide a
long-term, safe housing solution for those in need.
In addition, transitional housing is only allowed
within the ME2 zoning district, which also allows
drug treatment and counseling services. Rezoning for
this use often sparks public opposition. While some
older zoning districts allow transitional housing,
there are a limited number of properties available.

long-term goals
citizen
input and participation

The Consolidated Plan, Annual CDBG Action Plan, and
Consolidated Annual Performance and Evaluation
Report are available through the Community
1717 ete— "Pc.. %
money can be allocated to any of the following:

l””)

1. Acquisition of real property.

2. Relocation and demolition.

3. Rehabilitation of residential and non-resi-
dential structures.

4. Construction of public facilities and improve-
ments such as water and sewer facilities,

a lack of affordable rental inventory

164

v feta

‘—e—>4 eata a

housing

streets, neighborhood centers and the conver-
sion of school buildings for eligible purposes. inimical to the welfare of the residents of the
5. Up to 15% of the CDBG award to public ser- county.

vices. -
6. Activities relating to energy conservation and
renewable energy resources.

7. "” ‘T feecoe—fe. t - "' Dc—
business to carry out economic development

and job creation/retention activities.

tal to the health, safety or morals or otherwise

human habitation due to any of the stipulations
listed above, the county has the authority to exer
Fse its‘pdlice Jowers to repair, close, or demolish
such dwellings. The Nuisance Abatement Program
formalized the procedure for the county to address
Beyond managing CDBG funds and projects, thedwellings that create hazards to the health, safety,

coc'e

L fZa—cte fet o GEmMinuRity-Development Department also serves and welfare of the residents of Horry County. The

as the primary lead for the administration of grants. implementation of this program requires an integrat

It also oversees major recovery efforts in the event ed partnership between Community Development,
of a disaster, managing FEMA documentation and Code Enforcement, Police Department, Procurement
funds for county-led recovery efforts. T 'fr—efe—a fof —=""ef>ie "Dc.zfa

ed in more consistent, streamlined procedures for
NUISANCE ABATEMENT PROGRAM identifying and addressing dilapidated housing

The ﬁ%gfa{nce Abatement Program was approved by throug.h.out the county._ C_urrently, Batch 7 (IFB for
‘ ‘ <7 <o trsy —¢ f1171feedEMQHLON CORIGCIOY JS B Rrocurement.

and related structures within the unincorporated  COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION FINDINGS

areas of Horry County. This addresses any building o . .
it S S <o ‘oot jr_R(_iﬁv]ttal|_za}t|9r(1 requiregan jngegrated approach

habitation due to the following: among various partners and departments to effep
tively result in change. Horry County’s Community
1. Dilapidation, Development Department facilitates most revital
2. Disrepair, o ization efforts occurring both in the county and
3. Ft..-e et feceo ST Sf @ fintatea mBrficipditiés, as they allocate funding for
dents or other calamities, housing assistance, new construction, and infra
4. Lack of adequate ventilation, light or sanitary  strycture improvements. There are many challenges
facilities; to successfully revitalizing a community. Zoning
5. Extensive damage or structural deterioration gn( non-conforming uses can impede the ability
sq,gs.tg render the dwelling unsafe, or to provide transitional housing, public housing, or
6. Other conditions rendering such dwellings even repair or rehabilitate one’s home. With that
unsafe or unsanitary, dangerous, or detrimen-  j, mind, the State of South Carolina has granted
tal to the health, safety or morals or otherwise  |ocal governments the authority to establish pri
inimical to the welfare of the residents of the ority investment zones for the establishment of

county. N _ . market-based incentives and alleviation of zoning
7. Other conditions rendering such dwellings regulations that hinder revitalization.

unsafe or unsanitary, dangerous, or detrimen-

While repairs and new residential construction can
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help stabilize a community, Horry County is limited
in its authority to provide services to donut-hole
areas within the City of Myrtle Beach and Conway.

Without annexing into the adjoining munic-

ipality, revitalization efforts can be stymied.

State law also inhibits revitalization efforts

in unincorporated areas, as the State has not

granted counties the authority to remove di-
lapidated commercial buildings.

While this is often critical to triggering revitalization
and redevelopment, the state has not granted local
governments the authority to place liens on prop
erties for cleaning up overgrown brush or junk, but
only allows liens to be placed on a property for the
removal of a structure.

Horry County continues to pursue the development
of neighborhood plans to prevent blight and spur
reinvestment. Horry County will need to continue
revitalization, stabilization, and recovery plans to
ensure safe housing options for residents.

CONCLUSIONS

As Horry County continues to grow, it will need to
ensure that housing is safe and affordable. As such,
housing supply and the type of desired product
will need to keep up with demand for full-time
and seasonal residents. Housing and community
design have a direct impact on the quality of life as
well as proximity to jobs, services, shopping, and
leisure activities. Community form will be dictat
ed by zoning, land development regulations, and
the Future Land Use Map and any future rezoning
requests.

Reinvestment and revitalization efforts will need to

—e—sB —""c.fet Z'fe.t fet e—,

expanded the need for additional housing assistance
and mitigation efforts. This event has also triggered
the need to evaluate other construction and neigh
borhood design standards to create a more resilient
community.

Lemce— % =k —f%et—FT o fo =t SFTE f ecUhoocDe.. fom

impact on existing communities. Prior to recent
DZ''t £7te—ed —-St"F ™fe fZ7FfT>
assistance and revitalization in many parts of the
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Chapter 6 p—e<ofeete ‘— 71 % <o’ fo.—%t " i@li’ldethe%ﬂlowmg: ‘~St”
of__”fz T(ofo_:t”oa S(o o:t__ _( ° (: . ‘”(%o f(Ef"To
_éi “.‘_._> Af:t a _éi(” ) _$._(f"|ur|c;:_?n _‘u(“. Ce
f—edA fet ec—<%of—c'e " U%e"fes fot QCIRY
» Tornadoes
» Severe Thunderstorms
il South Carolina's Strategic Resilience and Risk
r I I I n E Reduction Plan approaches resilience as the ability
of communities, economies, and ecosystems within Past Federal Hazard
South Carolina to anticipate, absorb, recover, and =~ "**®  Declarations  Freauency - Impact g cog,
thrive when presented with environmental change Natural Hazards
and natural hazards (SCOR, 2021). Resilience is o y Highly il .
determined by how well human and infrastructural arieane es Likely e
exposure to hazards is mitigated. Hazards include  Storm Surge No Possible  Negligible 1
natural hazard events, long-term changes in the  earthquake No Uﬂjﬁfe'{y Catastrophic 2
environment, and human-caused threats. Exposure . HONY oo 5
S faefite <o <oDZ—Fe. tt > %ol %ot Ff Sra 17 f Liel, Nedlabe
characteristics, and risk factors. Infrastructure, sys Flooding Yes Ty Negligible 3
foecZcto . F <o T1O0cett feo —St [, «kZoté . & ‘Lots io—< fed Tt —<<"tt —-a tems, response resources, and social networks can  Tomados No Likely Negligible 2
Fo.ofefected fof . "er0—Fee ' fo_x % ( A contribute to mitigation of and recovery from hazard ,
S S~ = ogsider the i cts of natural hazards on Severe Thun- Highly igi
vi avf.T _§ <o SR te i._iT T}?IGT<% %_fZ'p% ‘oo —oc—cteqd coo—(———x« ..'g‘paCts TWS e?n’hent evaluates Horry Countys derstorms e Likely ealable ’
—fZ ...Sf*% ta fot0tec., tE 42 T eted ' T <o"Tfeor hazard d expogurg and mitigation resources. Lightning No Likely  Negligible 2
e Xvxva —Sf ‘e’"fSteec"tf Zf"<'%0'* (%Q 1t e a'f t 0 — Z«<... Sifz Sa o f 1 ™+ 7" frt Winter Storms No Likely Limited 3
T fosc'e [mxem{wy ™fe fefeltFioor an FﬁAA DS
< L - A R ,,‘ ) = G o = Drought No Possible Negligible 1
LSt 8 [ Zesf Ot 7 teczXBe lph—MEte Bt (Zfeeco%od THehood fof T 17
. - . - - .= Horry County is vulnerable to a variety of natural  extreme Heat No Possible  Negligible 1
<tfe —=S$7t 7% 1" e - -S4 -On‘meﬂfa
. _and human-caused hazards that threaten life and ~ __ No Highly — \ecigible L
Wa  —ece%o "t TETS TUZZ ™Mco% TiViEET fZAxf £ X ZCES fZZ CVE L F T o % TZT e Fivperty Unlikely
disasters Code Section 6-29-510 and the goals and strate- Man Made Hazards
XA <—<%of—c's f%fcse— "———"1 O Biestofeach.of the other plan elements historical Hazardous A HIg  Negigible 5
ya :t'(2<i.- :t ’Zf"<'%0 . - . o " o ‘ ) i Materials Likely
Za Zt'— "> FSce—<coe%o "FecZcte.. .t .. ‘etc—<‘@udence Terror- o
‘ fv ...... ‘ ’Z('S _S:t t %o fz a _S:t t'\"< %’ii;f T ‘i”-l-(.f_(‘. TM(_S f-l-GEfi._ iséna_ggleorgiigglv N/A Unlﬁ]ke)lly Negligible 1
oo et o_ _" 0 ™ . . .
<<”Ziijf'__i1-_(f‘. Z;-;Aoé:.[:“ 7 fe ij;._f? <i' .:!}é‘,, C...—c'ee fof fO%hote . <o Rl s N/A ke, Neglgible 1
fro tceee fUi—eT —SF o—f-% fe1 "¢ +§ £ pfed Yo f e % S It”- *<"t 'Zf-a ) ‘%\f\/ﬁnga%lon Plafnlng Task Force also gathered ' dear - N/A Unfkely  Negigible 1
‘n ZAfZ %O‘ :t”..i._. s (.’n: i ”:l:*({t:t'...ji_(.' Qsi<%>:tf :l: <:tTMa C— (o f. :
‘ ) ‘ = y o " . . GIS informiation and historical data to share with ~ Terrorism-Ex- N/A Unlikel Limited 1
—_— [ ] —_— [ ] o — y
ee —_e¢—<¢tea frt S« I <"ttt $Zt% a plosives
& 5 5 . 5 local Lurlsdlctlons (HCEM, 2021). Local jurisdictions Cyber Terror- N
5 f;*'T'i',,‘ S o eRoncTs mpee b SIS S Sl S BT nOZi it f oty fethot 0 tfof -5° @¢¢.-_<D<&T e @ Neglgle 2
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» Winter Storms Hurricane (1893) and Hurricanes Hazel (1954),
» Earthquake Gracie (1959), and Hugo (1989). Based on storms
e ZtPht over the last 50 years, Horry County has an 86%
» Drought and Extreme Heat annual chance of being affected by a tropical system

The Horry County Multi-jurisdictional All-hazards (SCDNR, 2024).
Mitigation Plan describes these hazards and their Hurricanes typically bring structure-damaging winds

mitigation strategies in detail. The planis summa fet DZ‘‘tce%a ‘""> ‘—e—> co o—se 1§’
rized later in this element. o — "%t <o Ff..S "te— tee—ec—ctrd
ing from rainfall further up the Little Pee Dee and
HURRICANES AND STORM SURGE fon .. foef™ ™f_t7eStted fot ..o oce
Horry County is regularly impacted by hurricanes = "< %" ..."eDZ—%e¢ . ted ‘™Ma@co—fooc—

—Sf— <o % S<%S ™coted SEfT> tfEDT Tt AURL oWy Po<TFe ST LT —-
storms, and storm surge. Fourty-four (44) tropical and extensive waterways.

cyclones made landfall on the South Carolina coast | ocal effects of global climate patterns are
between 1851 and 2023, including four Category  predicted to increase the frequency and im-
3 or stronger hurricanes: the Great Charleston pacts of hurricanes as sea levels and ocean

Major Hurricanes

Hurricane Year Category

Great Charleston Hurricane 1893 3

Hazel 1954 4

Gracie 1959 4

Hugo 1989 4

Bertha 1996 2

Bonnie 1998 3

Matthew 2016 1

Florence 2018 1

Dorian 2019 1

@ Isaias 2020 1

\ / lan 2022 4

- 2 T ce%o <o o™y N7 7 ™Mca% —""<..fet Z'"te..f <o XV
‘v A "> f—e—s Zfeecs%o fof ‘eco%od ‘—r ... ta a cata ‘f—"...ta z4 xvw~a
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temperatures change. eF7E"f DZ't FTfe—ed £S5 tFtce% —ST <of
The county's most destructive hurricane on record, surge on coastal communities. Approximately 24% of
Hurricane Hazel made landfall in Little River, SC and Horry County’s total land area (273.9 square mlles) . <
Calabash, NC as a Category 4 storm in 1954 with the £ <¥* ™ <—Sece _SAi s' fee—fZ ..Sf-.. + DLVt @t feT ST
highest lunar tide of the year. Myrtle Beach recorded | S - ST 3 7 B2V Tce¥o fee—fZZ>a s{aw «"—f"3 e<Zte
peak wind gusts of 106 mph, a storm surge of 10~ £f*T "% Z°..f—%T <o =St rart” fee—fZ ..Sfe.. 2 DZT
feet, and an 18-foot surge just across the state line © *F <*'f .. —%T > #5713 DZ""T-a
in Calabash, North Carolina. Only two of Garden Horry County is vulnerable to several types of
City’s 275 buildings remained intact, and 80% of B Z‘‘t<e%&d <" F"<eF DZ ‘t<o% fZ'¢% —St e—"f. . ‘fe—f2Z
Pawley’s Island’s seafront structures were destroyed Waterway, Waccamaw, and Little Pee Dee rivers is

(SCDNR, 2024). caused by local and up-watershed rainfall. Hurricane

Hurricane Florence (2018) caused extensive and AL LY "'fT:fp DZ“T('%° ¢ """_V'(_(i' f 2% .

Z oot Zfo—<o% DZ'tco% <o ‘.. fsiiﬂ:af ‘aw*f Bog g coioe—eamche DLfeedT > —cTf2
L[] — Lt .0 L] —_ v_” L[] p— [ ]

Bucksport. Heavy rainfall in North Carolina caused “frest fZ A A’°V( N"'f T’T ”o) i? it ¥ (‘Ti

the Waccamaw to crest at a record 21.16 feet, caus | ° 7 <-DZ—¢-. T > o¥f 23732 .. Sfe%ta ST ..'—e—>5e

Co% —TM' “f_fZc—cted ™feSco%o * __lows I;/(lgg quo]graé)hbaz\d (T.xtera/swe wetlands and

1,941 homes, and causing $49 million in residential
damage (NOAA, 2018)

. : Flood Events
Storm surge from hurricanes has caused major

damage to coastal communities in the region. During Year Impacts Type
Hurricane Hugo (1989), storm surge along the 1099 Compound storm surge, rverine, and I
coast reached its highest recorded level of 13 feet in DZfS DZ" T co% "7 (PURPITE > 1
i ' Z2feS DZ' tce%o <o >"—7% ffFlS& ‘"-S
Charleston County (SCDNR, 2024). Hurr_lcane Irmas 2000 l(/lyme Dach s Garden ity [ Fla ol
(2017) storm surge caused maximum inundation R 8 5
2012 Zf*S DZ' ' t<e% fZ'+% —S% fFlash.fef™
levels of 3 to 5 feet above ground level along the caused by thunderstorms Flooding
coa;t, despite making landfall in southwest Florida. 2015 P8 DI Tt e e fm%'cijsi%“—“
Hurricane lan (2022) brought a peak storm surge of o
almost seven feet to Pawleys Island (SCDNR, 2024). 2016 B F g e R TR ol ® 4TS
i i Sy MRS TR Zfe$
Storm surge fror[w Winyah Bay can compound Wlthv 2018 P ATAURREIE S o *gcfmﬂpgﬁff
"<t cet DZ T oo feot . f—eF <oZ . y ;
. t t
the Intracoastal Waterway, Waccamaw, and Little 2019 D28 B2 et e am, ¢ Cpmpound

Pee Dee River. Modeled worst-case storm surge
of Category 3 and stronger hurricanes could inun

' H i ‘o™ (tt PZfeS DZ' t<e% Flgsh-ott ,>
date large parts of the county's low-lying areas in 2022 hrE bl Foing
Socastee and Surfside Beach.

2022 Storm surge in Garden City and Myrtle

Beach from Hurricane lan Storm Surge

2023 ZfeS DZ “t<o% fZ'v% —S+ fFlash.fef™

caused by thunderstorms Flooding / \
FLOODING «"t7¢et et DZfeS DZ tcoe%o go ‘"<¢o \/
2024 Tropqcal Stormeebby Riveriné
Heavy rain is typically the cause of the county's most . _. .5 4 «yx(sa T A s f—e—s Zfesce%o n ‘eco%o
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™M _$"T™M fye fe L fe’'—et DZ'T<e%ownstfeam-drainage due to storm surge. However,
7.6% of single-family structures (12,798 to- ~ the county's low-lying topography and widespread
tal) and 10.3% of multifamily structures (751 ™ME—Zfete fZZ2°™ DZ' Tco%ho —" " .-
total) are located in the 1% annual chance county.

OZ''t oavithtamother 8,592 and 437 in the
VAX~ fee—f7Z ..Sfe..t O7 1 Sealevel Change

Most at-risk structures are located in parts of Garden South Carolina's average sea level has risen by 10
City, Surfside Beach, and North Myrtle Beach sus inches since 1950 and as many as 0.13 inches arnu
Lt =<, ZF = ' fe—fZ& "< "ot da f allyinthefpdst deca@e{NOAL, 20250). The National
Structures in Socastee, Bucksport, and Conway are Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration estimates
eeofr<Zs =S"Ef-%ett > "<Ti7<ef D Ihe Grard.Sirand's sea level will rise between 2.17
el Sfe tte <o fo %1 . (79 569Tegthy 2100 (NOAA, 2025b).
eco ..t s{{ud <e..Z—tce% sx "< It Bk heg gf varypeegizates of how
DZ' 'ted fet xt DZf+8 DZ'*tea Stepnucipsealgvelswilnse miezext 100 years,
ities and an overall damage cost of $21.9 million €€ is no doubt sea level rise will continue.
(HCEM, 2024). Horry County's position near the Sea level rise will have major impacts on coastal
bottom of several watersheds means heavy rainfall communities, especially those located along tidal
ininland areas can contribute to long-lasting river e f"eSted <o, . f trrra otf Zt " $1Z"tZf
<of PZ' ' tce%a increased 75% throughout the state, leaving 90,000

Hurricanes are often responsible for heavy rain that Properties atrisk (NOAA, 2025c). In 2020, NOAA
i f—Fe P2t %a EoLCo—focte it BRETRGIJ o0 M-S SKhoS —T]
2020 show that the county's 24-hour rainfall record ~ SPringmaid Pier. By 2040, this number is projected
occurred in 1999, when Hurricane Floyd brought © rise to 20 days annually (NOAA, 2025d). Storm

14.80 inches of rain to Myrtle Beach in one day SUr9e will inundate coastal areas for longer periods

(HCEM, 2024). Hurricane Joaquin (2015) brought following hurricain(::-s. Coastal and riverine commu

e—Z—catf> "f fZZ fot tE-feet STFH DL G L pdfodiyn TETE T o

Hurricane Matthew (2016) caused 15 inches of rain  fféduency, erosion, and runoff from rainfall and

—Sf- et— D2t St<%S— "t..vt. fiHaleentgy ¢ fef™a

Two years later, Hurricane Florence (2018) brought While several low-lying areas in Horry County are

20 inches of rain to parts of the county (NWS, 2018). o —e  t'—< 7% —* DZ ' tco% ~"‘e o—'"ee
7Fe8 DZ ' tco%o <o . f—ett > +—1 1 fall QueNts,coastal greas argimpacted regularly by

DZ ™4 “—fe . f—ett > <o "Ffet $xt@mebig4h_ ?d,esa I‘J’bougﬁz%%t.han 1% of its land
Z7FeS DZ tco% " i-c—<" 17> <o f . AARlswWENR the goastalagea impacted by wave

in Socastee, Conway, Bucksport, and Longs along the@cCtion, it constitutes a substantial portion of the

Waccamaw, Intracoastal Waterway, and proximity to  COUNty’s valuable land and tax base.

Wetlands. These areas are susceptible tovcompoupd Of the county's deve[oped coastline, Garden City

DZ' "tceY%o —Sf— ...fe,<ofe Z'  fZ "o " ATSYHF AL oSfZzZ™ L Fe.

river levels from upstream rainfall, and decreased storm surge inundation. Its low-lying topography,
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lack of established dune systems, and structure frequently. A total of 318 severe thunderstorms and
encroachment onto the beach leave it exposed to 206 windstorms with wind speeds over 50 knots
tidal action from both the Atlantic and tidal marshes.
‘oot . ——<"F "t "T@,"ffece% DZ' 203064HCEM, 2024)t Sexere thunderstorms have
and 2018 illustrate early results of sea level change. caused $4.6 million in direct damages, 15 wind-re

SEVERE THUNDERSTORMS

Severe thunderstorms that include thunder and
lightning, heavy rain, and hail impact Horry County

ce—fZ ffe ¥Zf-<"t ff f71Z <o f welva

‘—"...ta a xvx{“"a

T e %y e

were recorded in the county between 1955 and

lated injuries, and one death. They can cause widely
distributed damage, including wind damage to

resilience

its western border (SCEMD, n.d.; HCEM, 2025). Thebecause many buildings were built before con

county experiences minor, typically imperceptible
earthquakes regularly (database.earth, 2025).

‘™MiE~"1"a —SE Lt —e—>
impacted by soil liguefaction caused by earthquakes
in surrounding regions. A fault line in Charleston
was responsible for the greatest known earthquake

efe—"f..——"%T S‘'eted Z<%S—ece%oee ... [ —tofstriki"eastet NdrhaAmerica in 1886, with a

fet "feo ' fZZee..f—tT DZ' ' tce% &

TORNADOES

Since 1950, 55 tornadoes have been recorded in
Horry County (SCDNR, 2025). Tornado strength
iIs measured according to the Fujita Tornado Scale
and estimates intensity by peak three-second wind
speed. According to SCDNR, 20 tornadoes were
classed as EF 0 (wind speed of 65 to 85 mph), 23 as
EF 1 (86 to 110 mph), 10 as EF 2 (111 to 135 mph),
and two as EF 3 (136 to 165 mph). These tornadoes
caused a combined 104 injuries and total damages
of $22.3 million (SCDNR, 2025)

Tornadoes can occur throughout Horry County. The
county's most destructive tornado happened in
2001, when a super-cell thunderstorm created an
EF 2 tornado that traveled two miles through Myrtle
Beach along the coast. It injured 36 people, caused
é<8T.O miflion in damage to vehicles, billboards, utHi
ties, and buildings, and knocked out power for 4,000

Springmaid Pier Sea Level Rise Forecasts by 2050 people (SCDNR, 2025.) Over 400,000 people were on

‘1A if $717 <ofA %4
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cata

vacation in Myrtle Beach when the tornado struck.

Though tornado impacts are relatively localized, they
are less predictable. Most residences in the county
do not have access to a basement or tornado storm
shelter, particularly manufactured homes.

EARTHQUAKES
Horry County is geophysically inferred to be divided
> — =" Dbt Af—Z— Zcote <o,

Z—tco%o f of &' "f—7-

local measured intensity of 7.0 on the Richter Scale

(HCEM, 2021).

254 earth-
quakes since 1950.

However, impacts could be locally exacerbated

Earthquakes per Year, 1950-2024

fZ"%o
‘—"..fta tf-f,f+fatf -S4 xvx{a

struction standards required earthquake resiliency
(HCEM, 2021). Moreover, Horry County's sandy

..'—Z1 f Zsolls,show eYeend of historcdiguefaction due to

earthquake activity, which could impact buildings
and infrastructure (SCDNR, 2012).

St ‘—-8 f"‘2<'f ‘Pt ey ‘eecesg
o7t —Sfe UArrr McZtPD"te o—f—_F™ 1
2003, Horry County has had an annual average of
xsa( ™Z+tD<c¢"t <o...cttoe—se —éf— ,—-
(SCFC,2024).<ZtD<"fe Sf''te ote_ ‘"_fo
January and April, when relative humidity is low,
pine debris and grasses are driest, and conditions
ot Tfe—@e Tcoe% ™c(ZTDc"ted

‘— S fU'Z<of5e ‘fe—fZ Zfce <o E”
f Sce—""5 " 2<% S —ece%o @ fet é—'f'&
that maintained the dominance longleaf pine for
ests (USFS, 2006). Prescribed burning decreased
vegetative fuel loads, particularly underbrush, and
increased habitat diversity. However, the modern
Trlecefe . 7 o'"F Dc"fa’''ef o'F ... <F
plain forests has resulted in more destructive wild
Dc"Fe fof f o"F 1< Dc...—Z— fe " oete.
burns (USFS, 2009).

{27 " fee—fZ ™McZTD<"Fe <o '—-S fr°

by humans, with outdoor debris burning accounting

for 35% to 45% (SCFC, n.d.) Outdoor burning is par

ticularly risky in developed areas where fuels have

been left unmanaged in proximity to natural areas.

In 2009, the Highway 31 Fire was started by a debris

burn and burned over 19,130 acres, destroyed 76

homes, and damaged another 97, resulting in over

$50 million in damages (SCFC, n.d.) In 2025, the
TceYo—"e "<TE D"E [, —"ett tarw{ f..°

the same areas after being ignited by debris burning.

179



resilience

Hory County
Imagine 2040

<217 fetae ",fe o—%1""f.. % 19,297 single family residences (11.5%) and 326
multifamily structures (4.5%) are located in the

While Horry County's natural landscapes are his

I LT e
proximity to forested land hinders the ability of land U C T 1
Tett > ™McZtTD<"td Z<of-% ...Sfe%t -

managers to conduct prescribed burns to reduce
™ZTD<"F T —3FZ4

The wildland-urban interface includes areas
where scattered development is located adjacent DROUGHT AND EXTREME HEAT
— D<teaeftf -t ""fe—tt fot ,"—eS Zé(.)T."' [fea St

interface includes a 100-foot Direct Ignition Zone Horry County has hlstor!cally expenenced at least
and a two-mile Ember Ignition Zone that buffer one month of drought in a typical year (USDM,

M ZTZfet frEfed <o M. § ™z £IPLMPNSIIoNg extiemadioughts occurred in

structures directly or via embers (FEMA, 2025b). the summers of 2002, 2008, 2012, and 2024.

In 2023, an estimated 19.9% of the county's land Drpu%hts 7|n Horry County can ||jcrease wild-
O <" 1 ‘auasloften correlates with extreme

area (145,864.7 acres) was located in the interface. heat, creating dangerous conditions for out-

prolonged droughts, accelerating the buildup of fuels
in developed areas.

fE™ <ZtDte

<ZtP<t Year Acres
Bombing Range Fire 1954 10,162
Rambi Raceway Fire 1966 625
Longs Crossroads Fire 1967 1,200
Socastee Plantation Fire 1967 6,005
Clear Pond Fire 1976 30,000
Cotton Patch Bay Fire 1981 2,500
Forestbrook Fire 1996 844
Long Bay Fire 2001 1,911
Legends Fire 2002 1,658
/ \ Highway 31 Fire 2009 19,130
\ / Covington Drive Fire 2025 2,059 3
5 5 <JoS™f> yw <"fa Xvve
f—" . Fa '— =S f"'Zcof "Fe—"> ‘eecesc'ed xvx{a ‘f—"...ta a4 XVvved

‘—"...fa 4 xvx{a ""> ‘—e—> Zfeece%o o ‘ece%od
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door labor and recreation. July. 2024 was the 39th driest year and the ninth
driest June in the past 130 years, with only 48% of
average rainfall levels (NOAA, 2025c). In addition to

population impacts, drought impacted 37,012 acres

Drought is measured by the amount of precipitation,
soil moisture, humidity, and vegetation health com
pared to historic levels. The Palmer Drought Severity
Index measures drought relative to typical levels, of soybeqns, 18,805 acres of comn, and 7,226 acres
with values below zero indicating drought. Severe of cotton in 2024 (USDA, n.d.)

T7 —%S—e 8 F"cte. . f ... ‘et c—c e Hdrry Tobinty's tefyeabaveraGe annual temperature
to tenth percentile of normal historic levels, while has risen 2.2° Fahrenheit since 1990 from 61.4° to
F8—"Fef T —%S— <efc...f—fe ... "ot 636% 2025 TNOBA,"2085e). However, the sin
second percentile. gle-year average ranged between 58.6° in 1993 up
to 67.0° in 2017. The county's highest temperature
was recorded as 107° in Loris in 1952, and summer
temperatures regularly average over 80° in August
(NOAA, 2025e). July 2024 was one of the county's
hottest on record, with only eight days averaging
under 80.0°.

In 2024, Horry County's entire population was
impacted by drought, with 25.7% (69,291 residents)
living in areas that experienced severe drought
(USDM, 2025). 41.6% of the county's land area
(305,280 acres) was impacted by severe drought
and 25.7% (188,800 acres) by extreme drought in

Temperature Records 2000 to 2024

Precipitation Records 2000 to 2024

‘—r...ta a xvx{ta
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Drought and extreme heat have direct and indirect
impacts on health. Extreme heat can cause heat
stroke and exacerbate underlying health conditions,
fU—<...—Zf"Z> "' .S<Zt"fe —ett”
65, pregnant women, and people with chronic health
conditions (EPA, 2025a).

Heat exposure differs based on the built environment
and vegetation cover. Areas with limited vegetation
and concentrated heat-absorbing infrastructure
causes higher localized temperatures. Tree canopy
cover, the extent and type of land development, and
median age and household income determine an
area's vulnerability to heat exposure (EPA, 2025b).

Winter storms occur infrequently in Horry County.

tMNFZ7 <o fe—f"> xvx{d
e TP
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Year Effects AT

Snowfall
1988 Heavy snowfall 5.0
1989 Record sntgmans(lel,r ;ﬁtrrggwe freezing 145
2010 Heavy snow accumulation countywide 35
2014 Freezing rain, ice accumulation in inland 0.0
areas. FEMA disaster declaration
2022 Mixed ice and sleet accumulation 1.0
2025 Heavy snow countywide, mixed wintry 5.8

precipitation countwide

‘—"...Fa a xvx{a

Direct damage may be caused by ice and snow aecu
mulation, while cold temperatures can cause injuries
and fatalities. Indirect impacts of cold weather and
ice include vehicle crashes, prolonged cold exposure,
and heat, communications, and power outages. The
county's coldest temperature was recorded as 2°
Fahrenheit in Loris in January 1985 (SCDNR, n.d.)

Twelve winter weather events since 2000 have
caused one death and $23.3 million in proper-
ty damage (HCEM, 2024).

In December 1989, the county received a record 12
inches of snow over a 24-hour period. Ice storms
in 2004 and 2014 brought particularly severe and
distributed damage to buildings and infrastructure,

resulting in FEMA disaster declarations.

FOOD ACCESS

According to the USDA, 8.4% of United States house
holds lived in low food security areas in 2023 where
—-Sts of> STt TP
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food at some time during the year (USDA, 2025b). EXPOSURE AND VULNERABILITY
14.4% of South Carolina households faced food

insecurity in 2023, higher than the national average
of 12.2% (USDA, 2025b). 42% of South Carolina
adults reported not eating fruit and nearly one in
D™t Zf..e "fectte—e £3 "¢t
(SCDPH, 2023b). South Carolina’s low food securi
ty rate indicating people who have continuously
disrupted eating patterns due to a lack of food was
the highest in the country at 7.0%, compared to the
national average of 4.7% (USDA, 2024).

In 2022, 49,410 individuals in Horry County NATIONAL RISK INDEX
(13.9% of all residents) faced food insecurity

(Feeding America, 2025).

Hazards have differing impacts on Horry County
communities and infrastructure depending on the
hazard's severity, the community's exposure to
it imp‘a]gts, :':uj%its a_bilj,t3</ lo)recover. This section
“ékamines the exposure of public facilities, energy
and transportation infrastructure, local economies,
and county populations. Additional factors including
population growth, development, and high visitation
levels can increase the county's hazard exposure.

Measuring relative exposure is necessary to iden
tifying populations and areas that bear a dispro
Among food-insecure individuals, only 52% had portionate burden of hazard impacts. The Federal
incomes below 130% of the poverty line and were  Emergency Management Agency's National Risk
eligible for the federal Supplemental Nutrition |,qex uses a dataset of 18 natural hazards to mea
Assistance Program (SNAP) program. The average sre community exposure to hazard impacts (FEMA,
county meal cost is $4.04, and $37.5 million would be 50254). The risk calculation employs three compo

required to meet food-insecure populations’ needs pgnts: Expected Annual Loss, Social Vulnerability,
(Feeding America, 2025). and Community Resilience.

Environmental and residential location can impact Expected Annual Loss (EAL) includes the projected
food security. 28.7% of residences in the county are 5nnual monetary loss of lives, building, and agrictl

located more than three miles by road from a grocery ,ral damage. Horry County's total EAL is $293.3
store (Horry County, 2025d). These low-access areas pjjlion, including a expected annual loss of $263.6
are typically located in rural areas. In these areas, pjjlion to buildings, $1.8 million to agriculture, and
residents may rely on convenience or dollar stores 5 41 annual fatalities (FEMA, 2025a). Hurricanes
with fewer nutritious food options or spend more  ~yntribute most to the county EAL at a $257.4 mil
time traveling to grocery stores. lion annual loss, 97.6% of the total. Horry County's
Access to grocery stores in urban areas is further EAL is within the 98th percentile of all counties
limited by lower rates of household vehicle owner  in the United States, indicating high exposure and
ship. Areas with lower vehicle ownership rates in potential loss.

Myrtle Beach and Conway located more thanamile o1y County has a relatively high Social Vul-
from a grocery store are considered food deserts  nerability score, within the 73rd percentile of

by the USDA (USDA, 2011). Communities in urban all counties (FEMA, 2025a).

food deserts may experience elevated obesity and

: Social vulnerability measures a community's char
diabetes rates.

acteristics that determine vulnerability, including
employment and income, education, age, race and
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ethnicity, and household and housing characteris are located within 0.25 miles of a 1% annual chance
tics. Community Resilience measures the ability of DZ*'t ce‘eta fot DZ' *tce%o ...fo Zcoc— —
communities to respond to hazard exposure using areas. Of Horry County Schools' facilities, only the
institutional and governance capacity, community

PE-TMITeed fe7c ek L e cmcOhof —<eg EenboR e desighhtéd as hurricane evacuation

rgso_urc_es._The county's scqr_e Is In the 61st pgrcen shelters, which can delay their reopening following

tile, indicating moderate resilience due to relatively hurricanes. Twelve (12) schools, sixteen (16) county

low community capital, housing, and institutional fot o—ec.. < ,gfz D"t "te..—F e—f_c'eea
3%

FecZeted A trtwfod S<Z3 —SIgR i pofide hbEtfdarters are located in hurri
average prior conditions, they do not necessarily cane evacuation zones. Sea level rise may increase

forecast future results. the number of roads impacted by hurricane storm

surge and limit emergency response areas. Twenty
PUBLIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES fr o 8 Ze fof —™Mie_se—™‘ tf Dcf

When siting public facilities, the county considers the  tions are located in the direct ignition zone, and are
potential impacts of natural hazards on theiroper ~—Z*3"f,Z% - ™M<«ZYZfetee—",f° <o—%1""f

focieed ™EZTE Lt—e—> fet e —ec H6rd éoﬁ&’ﬁjbﬂfsfa’refy 8érvices face increasing

foc'ofZ oo o118 "7 1f..8 fef’t >'%

o™ fy  t— L f—c'e Fe—1" <o Z'.. f—1T <o f BUBpartmest's have risen 5.6% annually (44.8% since

Hazard Type cee ot %S Estimated Annual Loss Value Social Vulnerability Community Resilience
Coastal Flooding Relatively Moderate (89.7) $3,783,823 Relatively High Relatively High
Drought Relatively Moderate (86.4) $387,271 Relatively High Relatively High
Earthquake Relatively Moderate (95.1) $8,410,702 Relatively High Relatively High
Hail Relatively Low (60.9) $148,060 Relatively High Relatively High
Heat Wave Relatively Moderate (87.3) $751,263 Relatively High Relatively High
Hurricane Very High (99.6) $257,442,032 Relatively High Relatively High
Ice Storm Relatively High (86.6) $394,321 Relatively High Relatively High
Landslide Relatively Low (44.1) $21,900 Relatively High Relatively High
Lightning Relatively High (97.4) $1,437,782 Relatively High Relatively High
Riverine Flooding Relatively Moderate (91.2) $3,819,004 Relatively High Relatively High
Strong Wind Relatively Moderate (86.7) $1,159,976 Relatively High Relatively High
Tornado Relatively High (96.1) $12,531,140 Relatively High Relatively High
«ZtDb<«"f Relatively Moderate (93.3) $2,532,387 Relatively High Relatively High
Winter Weather Relatively High (93.9) $513,918 Relatively High Relatively High
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call volumes during hazard events. Horry County ENERGY
S Fire Réscue's tesponse volumes have increased

4.3% annually (32.9% since 2017), while the police Horry County's electric grid is exposed to recur

"co% Tfef%I "V'e S—""c¢...fefed ™. ef
Hurricane-caused power outages totaled 62,000

in Florence (2018), 18,300 in Dorian (2019), and
19,500 in lan (2022) (WMBF, 2022). Flooding may
cause long-term damage to transmission lines and
substations, and electrical service interruptions can
impact economic activity and resident health.

2017). HCFR set a record daily response volume for
non-hurricane-related responses in summer 2024,
with 321 calls in 24 hours - only 37.3% lower than
f .It% recey during gOéLG's Hurricane Matthew (Horry
County, 2025a). Summer population and visitation
growth is increasing routine demand on public

safety resources. Various projects are underway to improve the

electric grid's capacity and resilience. Santee
Cooper received $779k of federal funding to install
self-repairing devices on existing Horry Electric
Cooperative power lines to automatically restore
power following outages (Santee Cooper, 2024). To

. ECONOMIC IMPACTS

Horry County's EAL shows hurricanes pose the
... Gregtestipogential economic threat to the county,
causing an expected $257.4 million in damages
annually. Hurricane Florence (2018) caused $41.5
million in direct damage, while lan (2022) caused
$6.5 million (Horry County, 2024). Associated storm
e— "%t fot "< <ot DZ' ' tce%o f'E "Felteec, ZF "
additional damage.
o fTtc—ced =St ec%oocOc...fo...
Horry County's economy increases the im-

pacts of hazard events that disrupt the peak
tourism season.

Economic impacts include lost tourist and retail
revenue and long-term impacts on visitation. The
Covid-19 pandemic caused a countywide 5.3%
decrease in retail sales and a 225.7% increase in
unemployment (Horry County, 2025c).

To mitigate these impacts, the County used fed
eral stimulus funding to support land acquisition
for industrial park expansions, freight rail facility
improvements, and job training programs (Horry
County, 2025c). Long-term economic resilience
will require continued revenue and employment
T F7ecbec...f=-<'ed

CTMNEZ7 <o fe—f"s xvx{4
v EA s _ely4 xvx(4
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What natural hazard is it most important for What characteristic that increases vulnerabilitty
Horry County to address? is it most important for Horry County to address?
A s ey Zfeeco% fot fece%od
prevent peak outages, Santee Cooperiscurrently «3”f, 23 —* "<"f"<eF fet DZf+S BZ' t«
doubling the capacity of its main transmission line cane evacuation route crosses the Little Pee Dee and
serving the county. fo .. fef™ DZ't ce'efed ™c-S W r

Rapid population growth has increased peak demand [ **—fZ - Sfe..3 BZYT @’ede <o sV Z°
on the local electric grid. In response, providers caused by Hurricane Florence (2018) closed over

have instituted surge pricing in the mornings and 465 roads in the coupty and damgged 250 (Horry
evenings to regulate demand. Surge pricing dispro County, :2021). These included sections of designated
portionately burdens low-income populations and evacuation routes SC-22, SC-544’ SC-9, and_ US s78
can cause users to reduce home heating and cooling and US 501. US 501 remained the only functioning
during dangerous heat waves and winter storms. roadway across the Waccamaw only after tempo

"> BZYV T T —F . —<te effe__"Fe ™Y
TRANSPORTATION Hurricane Joaquin (2015) closed US 501 and roads

B _ N <o te™fsq ™MSZE fe trtt DZUTIT e
Resilient transportation networks are critical to Garden City.

hazard response and recovery. Roadway closures
constrain public safety response areas, impede evac HEALTH AND SAFETY
uation, and limit access to critical services. Horry
County's transportation network is vulnerable to
hazard impacts and congestion caused by increasing
travel demand and reliance on personal vehicles.

Population casualties often continue to occur in the
aftermath of a hazard event, due to a lack of timely
medical assistance or supplies (Federal Practitioner,
2017). Evacuations can cause indirect casualties

XVXW OZ “Tcodho o “of™t ""f <o ‘. fe—t%a Several of Horry County's critical roadways are vel 55 individuals must adapt to mental and physical
‘—”...ta ‘tf <—<oeted xvxwa
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stress without the support of normally functioning
community and social structures (Hayakawa, 2016).

from 1,131 to 2,296, in particular in rural areas
(SCDPH, 2023b).

Hazard events can also exacerbate existing heath Health inequities may persist following natural
concerns and unequal access to healthcare. hazard events. Though 87.6% of county residents

Pregnancy mortality rates vary by race in South
Carolina, with black women experiencing a 1.7-time
higher death rate than white women between 2018
and 2019. In 2021, the infant mortality rate was 2.5
times greater for Black women than White women
(SCDPH, 2023b).

Hispanic residents of urban areas report being in
poor physical health 2.6 times more frequently than
their rural counterparts (SCDPH, 2023b). However,
the overall death rate in 2020 was 8.7% higher in

rural South Carolina areas. Between 2019 and 2022,

the number of drug overdose deaths by intent grew

"..Fa <o’ T<fad xvved
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had health insurance in 2023, coverage ranges
from 90.3% of White residents to only 65.0% of
Hispanic residents (Census Bureau, 2023). 30.7%
of residents with no high school diploma lack cov
erage. Compounding exposure, vulnerability due to
health conditions, and unequal access to resources

can concentrate impacts on certain communities.

COMMUNITY IMPACTS

Hazard events can exacerbate existing social ineq
uities, and exposure to environmental hazards is
Tt <oDZ—fe tT > et
with high concentrations of senior, low-income, or
minority populations are disproportionately impact-

Tt > Sfoef te fof of> Zf...o o—"DPc...¢
prepare for and recover from hazard events.
hfe $8et - <TETeef fot L fe—fZ OZ°

(including Little River, Surfside, Burgess, and
Socastee) are home toconcentrated minority,
elderly, and low-income populations.

Rural areas are disproportionately likely to be
T8 ettt — DZ''T "coe fot SfTE Z' ™Mace ..,
e—ec—cFed ‘™ag e%ZcoS@ Dc...cte> Lt
concentrated in parts of Conway, Myrtle Beach, and
North Myrtle Beach that will be impacted by sea level

Sf‘%oié S— <..f‘¢ °— — "% F & f‘T

Impacts on housing can have secondary impacts
on vulnerable communities. Areas with high pre
portions of manufactured homes are vulnerable
“ef"t"F —S—etfve—""eed S—
The destruction of naturally affordable housing can
accelerate increases in housing costs, displacing
low-income communities.

. fefea feo

(fZ "—Zet"f,«Zc—ag S

PLANNING AND PROGRAMS

HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN

The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires coun
ties to develop a hazard mitigation plan. The Horry
County Multi-jurisdictional All-Hazards Plan was
fto—%t ,> “"7"> ‘—e—> <o trts fe <
mitigation plan. The plan was developed by the
Mitigation Planning Task Force (MPTF) and included
representatives from all participating jurisdictions,
interested special purpose districts, and county
government department representatives with a
total of 60 members.

St <tfe—<Dctt —-St Sfoef"te
introduction of this section. Each hazard was pro
.(_r<3: Z_Tia

1. tie..7<—c'e 7 ff .S <tfe—<D«
" ﬂajaming_ aiea and the location and extent that

this hazard can impact the area;

Sce— fZ f..o%” —et ‘o ff

Thazéf’d in the planmng area and the probability

of future hazard events occurring; and

3. Maps of the locations and portions of the

planning area affected by hazard events.

Aq:ditionally, a hazard index was developed to rank

. hazards s i, orfier of the importance of mitigation on

a scale of 1to 5. The index considered the anticipat
ed frequency, impact consequences, and any past

« pIergsngy fieclpgq%ong in the hazard category.

Unsurprisingly, hurricanes received the high-
est hazard index ranking. Horry County has
been impacted by overa dozen hurricanes in

the last 30 years.
™ZtD<ta
The MPTF analyzed the risk assessment to establish

goals to reduce hazard impacts in 2020. The fol
lowing goals were determined to have the greatest
ZFetDc— <o Sfoef’t "Ft—..

—¢‘e (o

resilience

1. Minimize loss of life and property from natural
hazard events.

2. Protect public health and safety.
Increase public awareness of risk from natural
hazards.
Improve government and public response to
natu‘raléwazard ?I sters.
Reduce risk and effects of natural hazards.
Increase technical capabilities to reduce
potential losses.
Enhance existing or develop new policies
and regulations that reduce potential hazard
impacts.

8. Protect the most vulnerable populations,

T < puildings*dndl ctitical adilities.

1 Sfoef"t <o -85t

13 X 13

..—< *°a

: fot ""fet "t
e— ET...

S P io—TF D2t

prrepeity owners
Category Property Protection
Hazard Flooding
Goal(s) Addressed 1,2,4,5,7&8

Priority Moderate

Funding Source SCEMD, HMGP, FEMA, PDM, FMA, SRL & RLP

Price Range Varying

Responsibility Horry County Emergency Management

Continuous-Reviewed &

Completion Date Updated on an annual basis

Jurisdiction

.

4 xvxza
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These goals were used to identify mitigation tech  surge along the coast is largely carried out through The plan aims to protect, preserve, restore, and Beachfront redevelopment is to be restricted to
niques and actions, grouped as prevention, property the Beach Management Plan. Impacts of storm enhance the beach and dune system by: existing setbacks and square footage before and
protection, natural resource protection, structural ~ *— %ot fZ'®% —<t f ZZ seceDZ—1 P M. 'Liﬁ”l(lti_ni;(yfhé sittorRabitable structures: after follquing tropical storms. Natural resilience
projects, emergency services, and public information building S}E‘l?dards‘and restrictions for structures in 2. Requiring oceanfront habitable structures to and stabilization measures are to be used as much
and awareness. BDZ't e'stea be located as far landward on a lot as possible: as possible. However, gray mfrastrucj[ure including
Mitigation actions were ranked from high to low pri  Extensive parts of Socastee, North Myrtle Beach, 3. Prohibiting new shore-parallel erosion control ~ S€aWalls, bulkheads, revetments, groins, and break
ority and used to develop projects with measurable Myrtle Beach, Surfside Beach, and Garden City are structures; and waters are considered for limited application.
outcomes and timelines. The MPTF will continuously located in SCEMD hurricane evacuation zones A, 4. Promoting beach and dune restoration. To support resilient beachfront recovery following
"EYCE™ fZ77 ec—<%of—<'e f..—< «e5B, and C.Eyacyatiop ¢quips include US 501, SC 22, tropical storms, the BMP recommends preparing
throughout implementation. US 378, US 17, and SC 544. Evacuation clearance county resources for rapid post-hazard assessment
times for zones A, B, and C in Horry and Georgetown and response coordinated with long-term shoreline

The MPTF ensured that regular updates of the
Hazard Mitigation Plan will occur by appointing a
Mitigation Coordinator responsible for organizing
changes to the plan. The MPTF meets quarterly in
conjunction with the Local Emergency Planning
Committee to monitor and evaluate the plan.

Counties with a 100% resident compliance rate could goals.
reach 29.4 hours with existing capacity (SCEMD,
2025). Evacuation times are longest in Surfside
Beach and Garden City, which the SC 22 extension
is intended to improve.

The BMP aims to maintain the existing beach setback natural resiliency systems

line by restoring dune systems, continuing pei reducing structure encroachment
odic renourishment, preserving natural coastline,

and avoiding permanent stabilization structures.

Beach Management Plan

The South Carolina Bureau of Coastal Management
(BCM) is responsible for the management of the
state’s beachfront. The state Beachfront Management
Act establishes statutory guidance and state policies
for the beachfront, including a requirement that
heachfront counties and municipalities prepare local
— Z—(fe Ffe e g7 _ e
éeacﬁ Management Pf%m% B‘i\/lPs) in coordination
™(_S a """ f—e—> fT' =T <—¢ Dc"e— e
HURRICANE RESILIENCE 1991 and completed updates in 2002, 2013, and
Horry County's vulnerability to hurricanes and 2023 in accordance with the state requirement to
tropical storms is largely determined by its exposure update the plans every ten years.
0 (Vf‘;;?‘iso ';npgcés"f‘ft"f';f coastal gt;r;"i“r??( :I'hz %0335 ur?dggre is,pased on jurisdictional beach
damage to structures. Improved hurricane resilience basefines and setbacks established in 2018 by the
. - - : BCM (Horry County, 2023). The plan analyzes beach
requires resilience interventions that address each

. natural characteristics, tidal action, species habitat,
interrelated hazard. . . .
water quality, erosion, and land use to establish
The county adheres to the 2021 South Carolina « f e f %0 f e e — %o‘fZ-a the—<Dctt ...'e.. . f"%ee <o, . Z—T1%
Eiuildiyg Codevstandards in construction Ehat estab hurricane-caused and tidal beach erosion, low beaeh
Z<oS ,—<LTco%o ™coef feof DZ'T "o Frodtwatér qdality, impadts on datural habitat, and
Mitigation of structure exposure to direct storm  high demand for beach facilities. i

Tf..S —"i—..Ste —ett” 7t —es fef%ofoete— fof 7173t —eti” —St ff..S fef%ofefe— Zf-e
" tA "> e Zfeece%o n ‘ece%od

Jurisdictions and agencies responsible for imple
mentation actions report on project status, imple
ofe—f—cte " [ Feeted fet T D«..
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Flood Plan Focus Areas
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FLOOD RESILIENCE scece—e o — "t $7%7f-c'ed

_ - 7 ) =7 ° A . C1 . e0 . ™
The Horry County Flood Resilience Master Plan S,i ..D Z ,,T Z‘f( a fv T f,,T - < %o vi |
” 1 ~ 2 7 & ” * .’a . )H —*—> f. i (.iT _S:t |

<tFe—<«Dcte "' 1—c—<"F DZ'T Zfee fUEfed . le—"¢ ——<o% .

. . ordinance to raise’the Base Flood Elevation;
topological, hydrological, and development factors, ) . . - w
and potential interventions to improve resilience fropoexm™oe—"Ziete—f2 DZUT @ 7L

P P ‘o 7 "te. .t DZtco%a St ef™ P
(Horry County, 2021). The plan responds to extreme . )
D7t e % Fett > —""c. fot Z"’i-be nr(n.apped @g d to county ordinances;

. " 3. Conduct a coordinated Buyout and land reuse
in Bucksport, Longs, Red Bluff, and Socastee. It aims . .

. . . program for high-risk neighborhoods and use
to establish policies to promote resilient develop o fe— Zfet "t DZt ecmc%afoc'e
ment, guide infrastructure investments, and pilot 4 Cre.a.l. requlatory rinarian buffer areas to >
S F o f7 fet %ot % f S [22rae v £ICTH T <o—y?:‘pa£-—<l"--a

reduce risky development and preserve
8t 7 fo ctte—cDcts of> "cose fof ~_E/e$nfi§gzqmgglnatural water storage;

~Sf— t8f.. 1", f-1 DZ" t<e%o ... ‘__+ 5, fRequire: 0% tree canopy preservation and

. . s . . incentivize more in subdivisions;

L o= Z> <2 %o f’T T:Il\:/IZ f- ¢ 2> DL 5~ inc ‘oEatgfo@v impact development and

FT— ke DZUT Mf-37 L. SfeeFZBfgiont Qubdivision design features into the
2. Sedimentation within waterways that reduces zoning code:

NPT o= et [T = foT T 90 mreid dR6unty-ide watershed hydrological
3. Historical development patterns that allow it 17

_ oM — M ET - < f—e T DZ T

construction of proPertles in areas vulnerable g, cuiin fot DZf o t1Zco% <o <o "]
- DZ“T<-%oei design: 3

A0 FT— ot T M oET e et Mg SOV P W Lh NS ezt D2
and wetIaTds ag a result of new deAveIopment; approaches to maxinyize Jocal storage;

S0 fee T o fTF F%TF e 7 f o =" — o Improle infiastiticRire to'drain and prevent
events; _ 7' fZcett DZ ' t< %2

6. A I§1rge amount of lnfrastvructure vanerabIe 0 91 Create a post-disaster code enforcement plan
D2t ce% fof f Zf..o "7 "3 —".. 48 dgute risky reconstruction:

7. Sea level change and storm surge encroach-
ment on coastal communities that slows river-
ine system discharge into the Atlantic Ocean.

12. &' fet f™f tefee 7 fot tE7£Z PZ
communication networks; and

13. Conduct local community-based resilience

Vulnerabilities are impacted and geographically plans to create local resilience strategies.

redistributed with changing climate conditions and While the plan proposes interventions tailored to the

T332k "f——F"eca " "IT— .. F D45 derhieas Tercoliabes applying lessons learned
asset vulnerability, the plan recommended a variety

_ _ ) i in planning and implementation to high-risk areas
of strgtegleg that address |r_1teract|ng hazard contrib throughout the county. The plan also highlighted the
utors including natural environments, development

) o need for additional watershed studies across Horry
regulations, and policy. : County. Since it was initiated, Horry County has

1. Revise the Flood Ordinance by raising "FFTET %o fe— T—etfcoedo T —™" of(
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What are Horry County's Resiliency strengths and weaknesses? How do you think Horry County should manage Sf— "t =St e'e— ec%oocDc...fo— "
hazards and increase resiliency? increasing Horry County's resiliency?
=T ta Tty e zf“<°%o f‘T ‘ece %o =" Fa T f—e—s zf“<°%o f°T ‘ece %o A
Hydrologic and hydraulic studies of the Buck Creek D Z‘‘1 "<eed o trttad —St "Dt 7 FecZtf Thelprograni gnhances public safety, reducesdam <ee—"fe . F fet "7'—f .. —c'e "ol of
and Simpson Creek watersheds were funded by a grant application for construction in 2026. ages to property and infrastructure, mitigates eco mapping, open space preservation, and building
-St "Dt 7 fecZcte. td ST oA & Me> 21 S] momic disruption, and protects the environment. s—fetf "ted DZ 't Zf<ce efof%otete- "’
Engineers has initiated a three-year study related to discouraging development within the L. les—ec—cteb DZ''T <ee—"f e . tepétitive loss prgpelty acquisition program.
DZ''t ec—<%of—<'e fZ'«% —St f.... fof™®z <R "Bfede feo o t—e—ft - "tDZt...— =St "tt— . fT "coe —ett” St
~ ” ~ v ¢ FRT - ~ ro ram'S Oa|S' North CoaSt ReSIIIence ProeCt
F7FZ DZYT ec—<Hof <" E ¥ ... Fhe Solinty's Fdod Bamage Prevention and Control prog g 5 J
undertaken with grant funding. The Big Bull Landing ordinance bans the placement of critical facilities 1. tt—... % fet f7<t D2t "7 17— Horry Cpokaty, Georgetown County, and municipali
Road Raising engineering project was completed <« — St s” fet rart” fee—fZ ...Sfe..+ DZ" {2 cBtreqgthen and support the insurance ties in the Waccamaw Council of Governments col
—S”" ' — %S f %o"fe— "V"'e —St " BRrivate dévelbpméritfrtust Belelevated above the aspects of the NFIP laborate with The Nature Conservancy to research

Initial construction was performed inthe wake of  fet DZ' 't $Z7+ f—<'s fot o'— <o "ftfef DZ 13ce'fmiloco—F% " f—Ft DZ T Zfco of ¥f Ywiodfomdfs =" <o’ "t%<'efZ DI
Tropical Storm Debby. Neighborhood-level drainage on adjacent properties. Horry County entered the CRS program in 2010 and (?qllectivgly rgferred to as the North Coast, par
improvements, funded by the SC Rural Infrastructure ™ fe cocmcf27s "Zf .t <o T feec Dt(lctl.pz%nls( ld.er{tgy rqez%srusr?/séto_rgj;ce threats and
Authority’s SCIIP program were completed at Kayla Community Rating System tTfef%ote ™ "———2"F DZ't £ Fe—e fof
Circle and Azalea Lakes. Additional SCIIP-funded ,,, , , irflfr_a<str.uc;t/u5e in 1hi<s]a£qa%o

drainage improvement projects on SC 9, Hemingway
road and Jones Road are scheduled for construction

in 2026. extensive and
"I ede—F e 0O Zi teceny

county received credit for 13 qualifying activity cat
e —> fT"‘”:l:oo:to -DZ“"‘ 0(_(%0f—(‘0 » oI %5 "<t f'T ¢’ LT ...2f"<‘D(...
ing its Community Rating System (CRS) scores. f sw’ tce . f—e— e DZ"T coe—"fe T4

In 2019, Stormwater completed a SCDES-funded 2504
e — 1> T BDZ  tce% fZ'e% ‘...[e—ThatidnhdirdoddhasrZe p%e
in a recommendation to upsize the culvert under
McCormick Road in Forestbrook in order to mitigate

Horry County receives credit for its public informa
_(;.é .f’ (.Atn.f_(;.é f..l. ‘__”:tf---é 'i”N(...i"é DZ“T

196 197



Horty County resilience
Imagine 2040

The Nature Conservancy modeled current and future Housing Buyout program beginning in June 2021 and completed in 2024. $17.0 —* «Z*'™ _Sf ' "fft " ™M ZtP<"f '™
DZ''t "coo — th—%Tecoet «tEfZ Z'.. f—<'oe 07 Sfo<—f— million was allocated to the program supportedby — fZe' "ft—..te =St ...Sfe.. % *~ f o—
"Fe—"f—<'e fot DZ''T Zfce VFef"" #_Lll(d‘e.d oy, thﬁiFi%éd.éeis{llence Plan, Ho”fy County CDBG funding (SCOR, 2024). Buyouts should b&rom a building to the surrounding forest (Dennis,
S e o~ 5 am . . - ., has sg_Fd bu1y ut pragrams to reduce housing expo . ) .
Dzt "—Zet"f <Z<—>& ['<¢*%o <o ... ’_fJ,,—i Tf-T?_Z[f‘--i.- o DZ T miet frEfe coor%ma_t qu_W.lthIanduseregulat|onsthatprevent 2003).
s”tream and tlc’j’aINgal’J’ges, h|ghvvxfa‘ter m?rks,, sensors1,‘ — ot " %elfee "ttt — . f DZ't Sfoaef'te f ot By ‘E;%j;qr et TH7HZ'e%e-a Additionally, the county can protect property and
Foode— " <;i DZ ‘T“/"’a fo1 ,:1798—_ 72D Z‘T._-<—°<%of—<‘- > fot—<"co% fot tHe'Z<eS lives by requiring shorter block lengths in the Land
f-3ZZ—F cofBoda Tode—cf Z DLV SR MUY Sy e vpea i cte frt Development Regulations and proposed Planned
2060 were inferred from historic and projected typically preserved in a natural state, sometimes TUTET MZTD T "TecZcte . T 21 "Bevéldpmeritst It.shodld discourage the approval
population growth and climate changes. offering open space access to the public. nation of working and natural lands management, ‘" tifec%oes o‘'t<D<...f—<‘ee —Sf— "1 —
The project modeling is used to implement resto L3 - ooz . ... » .development design, and land use regulation. The number of improved points of ingress and egress
. . . . « 07> D"f >ff"e4 ‘.. fe—ffBe ‘ef™iita <T%o§ s ; .
ration projects that will protect and improve the county's fahd use regulations should support wild  for new development.

and Lawson's Landing neighborhoods were impaet Wt e T ot ) S e Lo t~gnF (ot ~enw ~p S
management of lower order streams connected to ", .~ 1 TS T LS oS ey U L f—ett bt "'iﬁ"’(%z?t(i cda s BZf-coto HTZf> @l L TRGEL T g 707 Dt

. . - < ” 0, ” ’ 7 i ‘ V4
ot e _o¢ e % P e - ZfetTe . o o N N o " .
the Waccamaw River. Conservation partners Use ;. iy (2015), Matthew (2016), Florence (2018), et Ho BAFRTTIZET Zf1Tep [4R0 W TFF s Sfoefrte -
the model to prioritize land conservation efforts, . detail design standards and require defensible space.
. . . and heavy rains (Horry County, 2021). The Socastee . .
and the maps are available for planning and public Defensible space is an area around a structure where
. Buyout program targeted 63 homes along the .
education purposes. . fuels and vegetation are treated, cleared or reduced
Intracoastal Waterway for acquisition in two phases

structures. As part of the National Fire Plan effort,
SCFC personnel conduct workshops to educate com
e—ec—> ZEfTE e fot Stef ™ot e o 8

Socastee Buyout Area Property Map

“GYPRESS R

/ SWERD 0 P Buyout Area
o A0t 1

&, \{ParcelsForHorry

[ Prepared by Horry County IRl Optin

Community Development ViTes SLEAR CRE p
9 September 2025 0 005 01 Buyout Property

1T — "
Cfe-tt —>t—— i ———<o% f Oc"fZcet M-8 f —77Zt'0et"4
L EE TS ey fee— <—> t7fZ'ete-a ‘—r..ta " f—e—>d xvx{..4
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Lfee—ec—cfed St .f—e—> oS 7%
mitigation projects with SCFC, including emergency
access upgrades and prescribed burns.

Twelve Horry County communities are Firewise-
designated in coordination with SCFC and Horry

.positibr s gnd théresdurtes available for mitigation

and recovery. The county's preparation, mitigation,
and response to natural hazards must consider each
community's varied exposure and vulnerability and
impacts on other communities.

‘oA ("F™cef "EY—<"fe St "Ft— . —<'e T ™MZTDE
"—FZe f-T™3Ffe D<TF feot srr "ti— "V'e f Stetrd ™MSii
"ftefe— Stf— " "t%et—f—c'e fot ‘——,—<ZTce% D<"te .. fo

ignite a structure.

Prescribed Burning

Prescribed burning is the planned application of

p = ZZEY DCF <t efmfZ Zfete.f'he —Sf- TE.Efete

vegetative fuel loads and increases habitat diversity.
This decreases the likelihood of larger, more intense

™ ZED"Ee o't ft > FS..fee “H%hot—foc'e fof TEfT

fuels. Prescribed burning interrupts the continuity
of the fuel layer horizontally (on the ground surface)
and vertically.

As underbrush grows taller over time, a ver-
tical fuel structure is developed, which allows

o—"Af...i TM(ZTO(":I:O ¢ Zmd_’\éi "_iz ZfTTin
VEoL et Tesfeortie L. Oc'ted

Prescribed burns are currently used on state-man
aged natural lands in the county, particularly Lewis

Ocean Bay Heritage Preserve. However, develop

efoe— fe. . " f  Sete— ‘e D<"tamefef% It frEfe tete

challenges to continued prescribed burning. The
county should consider how development impacts
the continued feasibility of prescribed burning on

working and natural landscapes.

CONCLUSIONS

Horry County's population, communities, and infra
structure are exposed to intersecting natural haz
ards compounded by geography, hydrology, and
development patterns. Community vulnerability
differs by exposure, infrastructure, population com
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Chapter 7

community
facilities

"y fe—e—> "FVeefe— fof —e—_c.F fe—tf” 4 t—,fe ‘% f-—fe—<'s fe—1t”
—7...Fa 77> fe—e—> TiVeete_3 eata f—"..fa > '""> $™e3 xvxya
fee—ec—> Tf .« Z<—<te """t o1"" GENERALGOVERNMENT FACILITIES For instance, Business Licensing is located in a Planning and Zoning, Code Enforcement, Sherriff's
day-to-day needs of the community and to enhance separate building from Zoning, both of whichare "B«... 4 ‘Z<..<—'""4 ZF"e *° 7

«fZco> " Z<"tA 8f fee—ec—> rorryfiouny malgt?msi:\ ~<ouncil-administrator
Ltesctt’e %otet”"fZ %' tveete—f7 IOMA of ggvernmery, eribhfacyr,rentfull -time staff
e 7> fet ™ fe_tTMF_ 47 i f_ et _ogapproxxmat,elyg”%oo. egnployees. While many
¢t ™Mfe_F feot tee''ofZa T1—..f—< SpXiCES are how ayaifable throughzhe internet,

necessary for someone to visit when setting up a Court, Family Court, Probate Court, Supreme Court,
new business. Another example is the Treasurer’'s and Master-in-Equity. The government portion of
"Dt ™MSc...S <o Z'. f=%1 <o [ TtHE Bilting was-desireddo acBgimmodate a third

y o~ et 1o = ., ‘ - . e . the SC Department of Motor Vehicles (SCDMV),DZ‘*” <+ -S$ "——-—"14

*f"7c. fed Zo,"f"cFd L. TEf e ffz‘e couniyZalso«dpesiatgs facilitigs throughout its which can impact someone paying their car taxes T
—wZ<... "f..<Zc—cteda Stet Tf .- «Aistiictsto férve W feisilents. <+ OZ— g ding to obtai ticker for their [ Other Downtown Conway Facilities include the Old
FeoofT > =STE t<"F.i—c'e fof co—Foeec—s 7 TETEZ et and needing to obtain a sticker for their ficense Horry County Courthouse, Business Licensing and
o V5> t—e5d f—e—> ““lIYesle_ “e’7ZISte feof "Pc.| fe plz:;te Slmllarly, somece’nf nee(]jcmg 0 Pbta"r: a semal Hosp%tallty Fee Departrf_réenlsng and GIS, Community
o Ta—> . a oo - » <

Pursuant to Section 6-29-540 of the 1994 SC PlanThe county has seyeral government complexes, travel to completely different buildings to obtain “Deve opmeﬂt and\Vorbr R glstratlon & Elections,
ccoe% of , Zce %o T%oc<oeZ f—<'od —S-t mi:lubllng he" éofuhty Government and Justice copies of these documents Maintenance, Horry County I_.|brary Conway Braneh,
o %o 5 2’ ) <£ 'T,; ', ¢ > ¥ = 1 Z_ i €k nter in Conwéﬁtﬁe 21st Avenue Complex in Myrtle :—|orry Cogntyll\)/luseum, Put()jhchDe(f:endrer, ang F_'lrg_trlal

Pof eE™ —Ze f..<Z<—< Bi §Ch ndt éouﬁ ‘Straﬁtd eomplex in the Burgess Government Building Locations nterventlon rogram, and the Cochran Bui ing
-St fT =<' —St fee—ec—» f R V\/% I | h dund which houses Horry County Parks and Recreation.
et et TM ettt _4 et __"ta e onunly, |etl§§ce,comp es have redundant s ey fresfe fee "Des. o g T
™ fyA %o A oo , 4 v SeJvices, thlsﬁkes/lt eapier fof the’ public to access . The f Bzrov'v'h E’ubllc Safety Building is located off

f >a —etea “"Fe o'f ... Fa oA » + §d at the, Horry. Gounty, Government and Justice . ) )

Cee " it e trr (ol §<9/‘Z¥’Z-> Srod T ﬂ_E)<_ fed o—...S fe —St ¥ North Main Street on the outskirts of the City of

: < > > =< ” enter at 1301 2Ahd Avende in downtown Conway.
o ec—— i T o _8 i Zfesco%o ‘eecolhecounty has many departments and services that He <o T tEA e—y (%Jnmy It nl:cludes Pollce F|re Rescue, and Coroner’s
efe—e fot te'f—<,«Zc—> —* =St - arenjat/lgqated.withinthesecomplexes whichcan N ' _ *175°98 (. ) Za—> f2EfTs Ef
't Steec™t Zfea efef <— T< Dc...—Z- """ —f7efZ fot t5-1% "dnf %strafqeroun}‘)aAttorney‘, F'na["; Depa;;rtément, In dd|t|%n the parkfg lot and access to this site

. . < e <., i
and coordination. f ¥ T cret 8t D72t co%o s—et —

Assessor, Treasurer, Audltor, Register of Deeds,
major storm events. Horry County Procurement and
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Records Management is located off of Hwy 319 East, addressed in the Economic Development Chapter,
north of the City of Conway. and county operated airports are addressed in the

The Industrial Park Road Complex is located off Transportation Chapter.

of Hwy 701 North. It includes the J. Reuben Long wor S A
Detention Center, Animal Care Center, United f=% [T 3TF°fZ "De..de

States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Clemson In addition to Horry County Government facilities,

Extension, South Carolina Department of Public there are several state and federal facilities located

Health, Veteran’s Affairs, Department of Social in Horry County, including but not limited to, SCDPH,

Services (DSS), Health Department, and SCDMVSCDMYV, Social Security Administration, Veterans

There is additional room in and around this complex "~ "f<”¢& $fZ-S fet —efe F"7ca.ted fot
for the future expansion of facilities. es. Many of these services are collocated in County

The Public Works Complex is located off of Hwy 701 COmPlexes or in adjacent buildings.

North on Privetts Road. It houses the Engineering,
Public Works, Stormwater and Fleet Services depart

ments. Expansion of this complex will be necessary
as the departments’ equipment needs expand.

GENERAL GOVERNMENTAL FACILITY FINDINGS

The Ralph Ellis Building is located at Stephen’s
Crossroads off of Hwy 57. It includes the North

—"fet ‘Zc..F "t.co..—-A "Ffe—
River Library, a Fire Rescue Station, Senior Centet,
SCDMYV, and Health Department. This complex has
outgrown its existing space.

e

"t"je "Pc¢..t& «—-7*% .
It will also be necessary to ensure a high level of

service for facility users by constructing new facil
ities in convenient locations or reprogramming

existing buildings to maximize existing space. The
The 21st Avenue Complex in Myrtle Beach houses  «__,_, "t te—7> <°-—f22i T ™ FsDcetcs %o

=St "ife—"1"a —T—""a feot % ovefnmidit an®Justitd Eetter and OId County

addition to a Fire Rescue Station. This complex is coyrthouse. This is part of an effort to help direct
heavily used and undersized for the volume thatit _&+ ' 7. = _« _&§+ . "t

handles. This complex is in need of replacement. {ime there are no resources on the county’s website
The SCDMV is located across the street. —C et tme 8t T T
St ‘—=S8 —"fet "Be..F ‘e’Zt§ Zwithineaah facility beyond the listing of the main
Lane in the Burgess Community includes the South address for each department.
—"fet Ze<t "Foce— fot f%oco—"f—%ie "Dc..ta fZ

F7° %
™S F&—Feects "D Fo "7 &t UIIEITIEGAND INFRASFRUCTURE

Assessor, and Clerk of Court.

The following section details power suppliers, water
Other government facilities, such as libraries, parks and sewer suppliers, stormwater, solid waste, and
fot "t.."ff—<'ed D"t o—f—c'eea fottelecommpnications: Thesesfacilities are critical to
addressed in this chapter and the Public Safety Support existing and new growth. They are also
Element. Government owned industrial parks are critical for supporting economic development and

206

— <Lt %oe fotyg pfgenck: th 2018, B4fitee Cooper installed a 10

fol—= f2Z " -S% 7 E%aiininé 5,9%4‘1 solér‘pﬁrTels with an annual production

community facilities

for restoring normalcy after a disaster.

Santee Cooper is a state-owned utility and the prima
ry source of electricity for approximately two million
people in all 46 counties of South Carolina. It serves
more than 184,000 residential and commercial cus
tomers directly in Berkeley, Georgetown and Horry
Counties. Power is transferred into the county from
butsidé BHenerating stations via transmission lines
and substations. Inside the substations, voltage is
reduced, and then transferred to streets or homes
via distribution lines. Santee Cooper maintains both
overhead and underground distribution lines.

The 50-year-old Santee Cooper Grangier Generating
Station in Conway was closed in 2012 and demol
ished in 2016. The site has undergone remediation,
and its cooling pond, Lake Busbee, is expected to
return to a more natural state. Prior to its retirement

in 2012, the Grangier station was used in a limited

ciapacny, dge in part to the cost of comphanAce with transmission line will utilize an existing 34-mile
FTH7Z Foconcioe o fedf7Te 77 o [ilnEof el afd inipréve transmission system

.Saonte.e gooper.pfoguces energy from wind, solar, ca}pagity durivng high-demand periods.

,f/of 2k 5_( ZB%fe o 7 '—eo>a DAKELENergd provides Slectric and gas services in

Is not prevalent in Horry County, Santee Cooper rec parts of thecounty. It constructed two solar farms

ognizes the opportunity and is working to expand along Hwy 9 in Horry County in 2018. Horry Electric

Cooperative, headquartered in Conway, primarily
serves the western side of the Intracoastal Waterway.
It has franchise agreements with the Cities of Loris,

of 2,827 megawatt.hours (.MWh). This is in. addition Myrtle Beach, North Myrtle Beach, and the Town of
to two demonstration projects, the 311-kilowatts Aynor

Grand Strand Solar Station in Myrtle Beach and

the 16-kilowatt solar display at Coastal Carolina Dominion Energy provides electricity and natural gas
University. Beyond expansion of solar, Santee Cooper services to approximately 500,000 customers across
is also exploring onshore and offshore wind opper ~ the state. Dominion Energy purchases gas from

tunities, which is further discussed in the Natural the Southern Natural Gas Company. Natural gas is
Resources Chapter. available along a number of major corridors, such as

Hwy 90 and portions of Hwy 501. It is also available
in a number of new subdivisions. While natural gas

Demolition of the Granger Generating Station Stacks
‘—"...¥a f,...z F™e4d xvw|a

serving the growing Horry County population,
Santee Cooper is currently constructing a 230 kV
transmission line between Marion and Conway. This

acre solar farm, Bell Bay, along Hwy 701 South con

To maintain the reliability of the electrical system
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is often a necessary component in manufacturing, it
is not readily available to existing industrial parks
in the county.

Energy consumption will continue to increase in
Horry County. Additional transmission lines and
other means of power generation will need to contin
ue to be developed. The addition of new transmission
lines may present an opportunity for bicycle and
pedestrian connectivity. The Grangier Station site
also presents an opportunity for redevelopment and
reinvestment into downtown Conway.

There are several water and sewer providers in
Horry County. The Grand Strand Water and Sewer
Authority (GSWSA) serves all local water auther
ities, including area municipalities, with two sur
face water treatment facilities. The majority of the
area is supplied by the Bull Creek Treatment Plant,
supplemented by Aquifer Storage and Recovery
(ASR) wells located throughout the service areas.
In addition to the ASR wells, water is stored in
ground storage reservoirs and elevated tanks. There
are pumping stations at the plant and re-pumping
stations in remote portions of the system to boost
water pressure.

of 39.2 MGD. During this same period, 2.4 MGD of

DZ'™ ™E E fHTET - —SF feemtc,——c'e ese—Fe "t

ASR and blend wells for a total system output of 41.6
MGD. The by-product of the treatment process, alum
sludge, is thickened and land applied to a designated
centipede grass turf farm.

GSWSA's Myrtle Beach Water Treatment Plant,
located in the City of Myrtle Beach, has the abil
ity to generate 45 million gallons per day and is
designed for ready expansion. Water is pulled from
the Intracoastal Waterway.

In addition, GSWSA has eight groundwater wells
withdrawing 6.7 MGD. This native ground water is
blended with treated surface water at major entry
points to the distribution system. GSWSA is a natien
al leader in the development of ASR technology. This
technique allows for the storing of water treated
during off-peak periods for use during emergencies
or peak demand conditions. Currently, the ASR wells
have a combined storage capacity of two billion
gallons available for use each year. The water can
be withdrawn from the wells at a rate of 13.5 MGD.

Altogether, GSWSA services approximately 800
square miles in Horry County with both water and
wastewater services. Peak summer demands are
approximately 67.9 MGD. This accounts for all cus
tomers including the Cities of Myrtle Beach, North
Myrtle Beach, Conway, and Loris, the Town of Tabor

GSWSA's Bull Creek Regional Water Treatment Plant,City, Little River Water and Sewer, and Georgetown

Z' . f—ftT <o — . ee’"_& Sfe f "tfe
Million Gallons per Day (MGD) and is designed for
expansion. Untreated surface water is pulled from
the Bull Creek which carries about 60% of the water
DZ'™ce% —-S" ' —%S -St "tf-
Rivers. During the drought of 2002, the minimum
DZ'™ <o —St "if-
approximately 710 MGD. The plant’s peak three-day

11 33 E—-- foy2h28—2Z

Bauinty Watkr. frhe<combinetMeapacity of the Bull
Creek and Myrtle Beach water plants is 90 MGD.
In addition to constant maintenance, current plans
are to expand both water treatment facilities by 15

11 IMGD<hd constéuEt athew 20tMGD water treatment

plant in the Socastee area on the Waccamaw River
” i :t ° TM f °

.~ - > ) o GSWSA also has a rural grogram that supports cus
0, ™™ - ° —
FrAif%et Tfcz> B2 T BT tom r)s)?/tvftﬁixi ting;;wa?t)ezand septic systems that
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are failing. If water and sewer are available to the coordination with transportation improvements and
parcel, an application simply needs to be made in overall capital improvements. In addition, GSWSA
order to obtain service. If service is not available to collects water and wastewater capacity fees (impact
a parcel, GSWSA will extend services up to a milefees) from new customers so that the current cus
at no cost, but they require three applications for tomer base does not bear the burden of new growth
service prior to the extension. for both water and wastewater improvements. In

Bucksport Water System is another major water 2020, $9.5 million in impact fees were collected

supplier in the county. Bucksport Water System is a |n_d|rect proportion to new customers ‘?‘dd?d' The
cte,t"a ™etta oo " D ™Mf_t" o )C.:E)gtqf N,ortml\/(lyr%(g Beach also maintains two

wastewater treatment facilities: Ocean Drive and

needs-based service. The system pumps water from
Crescent Beach.

the Black Creek Aquifer and is licensed for a capacity
of 550 million gallons of water per year. The system
currently pumps approximately 1.0 MGD, 66% of
capacity. This system provides water to Bucksport As development continues to expand in Horry
fot e—""" —etcoe%o ‘oo —ec—cTe "7 eChuty Wattdr 2id wastewater facilities will need
with available storage of 1.3 million gallons of water. to follow suit. Currently, existing providers are
In early August 2017, Bucksport Water System uti adequately supplying services and have plans for
Zcoett —S$<¢” Bc”e— "1 f7ef —"ff —ihprovemenixto keep-paoe with growth. The GSWSA
at the Pawley Swamp well site. 2040 Strategic Business Plan outlines capital, struc

Beyond GSWSA and Bucksport Water System, the
City of Conway, City of North Myrtle Beach, and required to meet the needs of the area through 2040.
Little River Water and Sewerage Company provide

emergency water supply through wells.
Horry County is a regional stormwater leader that

recognizes stormwater management as a commu
nity-wide issue that requires a community-wide
solution. §Eo.r[n(vygt§ (r(;:-f rs to the precipitation
that drains off the land. The amount of impervious
surfaces (including streets, roofs, and parking lots)
ce =St ete— ec%oecDc...fo— "f..—
of runoff from an area.

GSWSA utilizes thirteen wastewater treatment plants
fet ‘ef Ztf..S DctZta foe-F™f—1f
are adjacent to most of the county’s major trans
portation corridors. Rural lines are extended on a
petition for service basis. As discharging directly
into waterways has become more stringent, GSWSA
Sfe t172Z21 o—"f—1%<Fe "' £~ 2Py Cpurty eZinyegic

management through land application of treated . _ es, runoff volumes and rates
wastewater and sludge by- products. Plans currently Wil continue to increase,

exist for over 9,000 acres in Horry County, 130 acres

in Marion County, and 100 acres in Dillion County. The goals of the Stormwater Management Program,

GSWSA is continually updating their facilities with as outllned in the Stormwater Management Program
routine maintenance, as well as relocating lines in Strategic Plan, are to preserve and enhance the qual
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ity of the water systems of Horry County; to reduce are used for maintenance and capital improvements
—St <o’ f..— " DZ"T<e% <+ —ST ..‘—tethestermwatdr fnd diainade system. There are
support for the importance of stormwater manage  also several watershed areas in the county that are
ment; and, to manage stormwater program funds to exclusively maintained by the Department as part
efScocet ,FefPc—e —' =St .. <—coefeoba'Special tax tistrict.> &

In 2017, the Stormwater Management and Sediment
Control Ordinance was updated to comply with SC
Department of Environmental Services' revised A common citizen concern and primary role of the
National Pollution Discharge Elimination System. Stormwater Management Department is drainage

— fZe' L Zf"<Dcte fof <o’ "1e —§imaintengedand improvements. As the county’s
tion, and maintenance of stormwater systems in road system expands with increasing development,
ef™ FETEZ efe—e —' ecececet D Z'*$0mystitskiraindgetsystem. The county holds public

Drainage Maintenance and Improvements

U f7A fet UE"foc'efZ <o " "fete—e fet D«

RO e

improve water quality.

Stormwater Permitting

The Stormwater Management Program reviews
and inspects all new developments disturbing over

a half-acre of land. Since 2006, the Stormwater

Departmergt has issued 2,211 permits in the unin
SdiporatttiBeas of Horry County. During the review

and inspection process, emphasis has been placed’

_iL. i”j:"‘i._(.%o f.T HiT_..-
and on water quality to comply with the National

Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) ) :
% fed 17— (Dctt .. tee—” _storrgvyager.|(nir§st5qc.tuie, staff often works with

Sfet
tors focus mainly on erosion and sediment control
measures.

Stormwater Fees

~ <“Ih8riwater ’Lfil‘itT fees are paid annually by each
property owner in the unincorporated areas of
Horry County. Single-family homes, townhomes and
Ltettecoc—ee fE S %It f DZf-
properties are charged according to a formula that
accounts for each property’s gross area and percent
age of impervious surface. Stormwater utility fees
appear on real property tax bills and are collected by
the County Treasurer with property taxes. These fees

<* %o "' £ T™M ..__”’Z_t( ‘e -Esazh‘.‘*z.%o

drainage easements for the purpose of maintain
ing storm drainage infrastructure. Easements are
designed to allow personnel and equipment to
access and repair infrastructure (e.g. pipes, catch
basins, ditches). Maintenance is routinely conducted
on a cycle to keep the drainage system operating
smoothly. Some ditches may be maintained using
equipment, while others may require the use of
hand crews. The Department is limited to using
4 VO fTEfe ™S — Z«<...

limited by environmental rules in sensitive areas,
such as wetlands. Beyond maintenance of county

HOAs to help them identify options to resolve their
pond maintenance issues, such as erosion.

]t_:tn _fz(_) s.(_sn(.%o - .l.__‘

The Horry County Stormwater Management
Department partners with several organizations and
other municipalities to take a watershed approach
1q stgrmyyater,solytions through water quality
monitoring and public education, supporting comph
ance with the county’s NPDES Phase Il stormwater
requirements. This collective group of organizations
is known as the Coastal Waccamaw Stormwater
Education Consortium (CWSEC). This regional
organization includes local governments in both
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Through a cost-sharing arrangement with the U.S.
Geological Survey (USGS), Horry County supports a
network of real time USGS gauges on the Waccamaw
and Little Pee Dee Rivers. These gages transmit data
to a publicly accessible website and include various

known sites for beekeeping operations, organic
farming operations, or citizens with special health
needs. A primary program focus is on public edu
cation emphasizing personal protection methods
and elimination of breeding sites around homes

Mf—3" “—fZc f fet—1"c4 fo ™MIZZ feo DEidbudindssls.f %o T

height information that is used to predict and track
DZ' " tce%o &

Horry County provides funding for volunteer water
monitoring on the Waccamaw River, Surfside Beach,
and in Murrells Inlet. Volunteers are coordinated
through the Waccamaw Riverkeeper program.
Program oversight, volunteer training, equipment
calibration and maintenance, and quality con
trol is provided by Coastal Carolina University’s
Environmental Quality Laboratory (EQL). Under
contract, EQL staff conduct monitoring at river gauge

sites, as well as special projects as needed.
Horry and Georgetown County, research institutions,

educators, and advocacy organizations. In addition, the county funds monitoring at Apache

pier, while the Cities of Myrtle Beach and North
Coastal Carolina University’s Center for Marine and \yrtle Beach fund the Cherry Grove and 2nd Ave
Wetland Studies, the University of South Carolina’s piers, in collaboration with the Long Bay Hypoxia
Baruch Institute for Marine and Coastal Sciences, and \jonitoring Consortium. This data is also available
Clemson’s Baruch Institute for Coastal Ecology and yia a publicly-accessible website. This information is
Forest Science all serve as valuable research partners se to identify when water quality is declining and

that are engaged in identifying and researching water g help determine the sources of the impairments
quality impairments. CCU’s Waccamaw Watershed hrough a variety of indicators.

Academy, USC’s North Inlet-Winyah Bay National
Estuarine Research Reserve, Clemson’s Carolina\josquito Control
Clear Program, Murrells Inlet 2020, the Waccamaw
Riverkeeper, and SC Sea Grant Consortium, are als
CWSEC partners.

oMosquitoes are a public health concern, as they
can transmit diseases to humans, their pets, and
their livestock. Horry County uses integrated pest
Together, these organizations provide water quality management techniques to control mosquito pop
education to a variety of groups and ages. Training ylations. Such techniques include: mosquito pep
events are also held to educate civil engineers on y|ation assessment; education and outreach; site
low impact development practices and further its  jnspections; biological control of mosquito larvae;

use locally to minimize water quality impacts of and chemical control of adult mosquitoes.

new development. . . . .
Care is taken to avoid chemical application around
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Horry County's stormwater ordinance requires that
all new major subdivisions are designed to handle a
100-year storm, far greater than the 25-year storm
that the state requires for new developments. In

community facilities

tures under Chestnut Road, the Rosewood Oultfall,
Hwy 9 Improvement Project, Bay Rd. drainage
improvements, and the Simpson Creek drainage
improvements.

TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICE

Everyday life, in addition to economic development,

is strongly tied to the availability of cell phone
ef" ..t fet Pt T—<... ... f,Z2%a
Cooperative (HTC) and Spectrum provide television
cable service, internet services, phone service, and
home monitoring in Horry County. Cellular phone

fTte—ciod Dc"e— DZ''7e o—e_ t smervicesSdre pfovideéd bySmiany national systems
fT L fe—f"Zcet —f ecocecet DZ''T infludibig AT&T, Spritts &erizon, and T-Mobile.

extensive tree
removal and grading.

Overall, these regulatory changes will result in
better designed communities. Older development
within the county and developments less than one
half acre in size are not subject to these higher
regulatory standards. In many cases, existing infra
structure is under-designed or failing. A comprehen
sive Stormwater Drainage & Maintenance Capital
Improvements Plan is needed to fully understand the
costs associated with improving drainage, reducing

Cell Towers

In recent years, residents have begun to rely more
on cell phonés'than land lines. The importance of
coverage is also impacted by the number of tourists
that visit our community each year. With this, there
has been an increase in demand for cell towers and
antennas.

In the past, the technology for the receiver antennae
required large devices. Today’s current technology
has decreased the size of the cellular antennae. Horry
County has seen increased demand for installation
on top of light poles in parking lots and on malls and
hox stores. Pursuant to Section 6-29-540 of the 1994

DZ " Tce% fof <o’ "% ™f—1" “— f &« phfhning Enabling Legislation, the Horry County

Because most prime locations for development have
already been utilized, the use of marginal lands for
construction is likely to continue. The reuse and
re-purposing of existing developed land will be a
challenge moving forward.

The county should continue to support projects that
help improve drainage and storm water diversion
and retention. This includes current projects such as
the Melody drainage basin, repair of control struc

Planning Commission is required to review propos
als for all new cell towers. The county has a special
permitting process for Telecommunications Towers,
which have to be approved by County Council.

Fiber Optics

<11¢” ”_(---. f"i _S(. Dzié(nz:t D(ui"
transparent solids that transmit light signals for
—fZF .. fee—ec. . f—<'eed ZZ D¢, i7"
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pedestals are located underground. Horry County

Sfe fo $8—Foeec™t ef—™s " D¢ 1" “’can.be fouhdb the SWA tvebsite.

by HTC and Spectrum. Rural areas have broadband
readily available opening up opportunities for
home-based businesses and virtual call centers. The

and the latest update was completed in 2022 and

Collection and Transfer

Collection and transfer of waste for disposal in

—e—> L —""fe—7> efco—fcos f D(,,ﬁ” "

|ts own facilities, which is a core component of its
infrastructure.

TELECOMMUNICATIONS FINDINGS

As technology continues to evolve, the concern
over the siting of cell towers will likely continue

to diminish as the towers become smaller in size.
There remains a need for improved cell services in
—SF L t—e—A <o flTtc—c'e = P, T
rural communities. Beyond immediate public need,

the county should consider the cost of extending

—St D, f” “T—<... et—™ e (o St *Jn

process for new government facilities.

DISPOSAL

The Horry County Solid Waste Authority (SWA)
provides integrated waste management throughout
Horry County. Per state law, the governing body of a
county has the responsibility and authority to pre
vide for the operation of solid waste management
facilities. Therefore, Horry County Council created
the SWA in 1990 to carry out these responsibilities
regarding waste management.

In 2009, Horry County Council enacted Ordinance
02-9 which provides an effective means of regulating
the collection and disposal of solid waste generated
in Horry County. In Horry County, this includes solid

waste recovery, recycling, and disposal services to
the unincorporated parts of the county, as well as
municipal areas. The Horry County Solid Waste
Management Plan was originally completed in 1993,

214

orry Couintly dégends on the location. The collec
tion of solid waste is primarily through curbside
pickup or staffed convenience centers. The Solid
Waste Authority staffs 25 convenience centers.

‘ZZ2% ... —c'e ec—te "% %otet"fZZ> Z'...f—Fft ™Mc-S«<e f D" tee

mile radius of any given county residence. A new
convenience center was recently constructed on
McDowell Shortcut, and there remains a need for
an additional center to serve the Carolina Forest
and Hwy F44facdaf ,<Z<—> <o

Neighborhoods and businesses in unincorporated
Horry County contraci for collection services with
g[/e haule?t's as %h% %WA does not have its own
Sf—Z<°%o DZtt-a —ec..< fZ<—<IlI° Tt E L =", ect T
tion of household waste and yard waste. There are
two municipally-operated transfer stations located
in Myrtle Beach and North Myrtle Beach.

The permanent and tourism populations are both
major contributors to solid waste generation in
Horry County. The FY 2021 South Carolina Solid
Waste Management Annual Report determined each
South Carolinian disposed on average 4.0 pounds per
day of Municipal Solid Waste (MSW), while Horry
County residents disposed 4.5 pounds per day.

Population and tourism growth will also mean more
construction and development, which results in
increased Construction and Demolition (C&D) waste
in addition to the increased MSW. MSW is produced
by households and businesses, while C&D is yielded
by construction and industrial activities.

Disposal Facilities

S+ ”:t”f_:l:. f Zfoo St ¢t Zf‘TD(Zi‘_f"f..:Eﬁ e

N«

N«

C—e—> Zfeece

community facilities

Recycling Centers
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f o Zfee ™' o fetDZ7 ‘o f yuva . iISIfUrE@BEf e Zfeece% ‘1< Ta ST D«%M/ENIEpCE centars. Increasing recycling participation  Litter Reduction

Highway 90 outside of Conway. For disposal of MSW, right illustrates the remaining capacity of the Class t‘hArOUQQ(;Ut the f?rugtyz'sch_'t'cag to.extend.mg tiheT“Te. , A Communty Cleanu Eroj‘r?rﬂis implemented by
—ST Zfee S"IF ZfeTDZZ Sfe f IRV FITTLffZSFFE [oTDZZe foF ¢'—<'f?¢17 tmr“rznf H n'(m '8;1 ddft' o f it Keep Horry County Beautiful (KHCB), a subcommit
of 750,000 tons per year. sumption over the next 20 years. eguiatory mechanisms, in addition to Community o 1o the Horry County Parks and Open Space Board.

: - education. . : . . .
Approximately 293,000 tons of municipal sol- ) _ _ This program is designed to assist civic, community
id waste were disposed of in FY2022. Debris Management The SWA currently leads recycling education efforts  and volunteer groups that help in keeping the coun
8% ZfetDZZ frif Sfe fr 7 &cofm +Ber thg y%?%?aﬂﬂvf\ Disaster Debris Management throug,]h its sch_o_ol recycling programs and l_tS T_alklng ty’'s streets, pa'rks, open spaces, rivers,.schools, and
Plan, Horry County could generate 4.3 million cubic Trash’ competition. The SWA, in partnership with the  other community amenities clean and litter free.

of MSW capacity remaining as of July 2022 (existing : :
and future capacity). Based on estimated consurp yards of debris from a Category Three hurricane. A In 2024, 348 KHCB volunteers spent224 hours

—ted —8t Zfee §7t1 ZfetDczz meURRaR;Of estigatedquantiyes,of debris and the Store,’ a resale (?Utlet offering used items that youcan  cojiecting 556 bags of trash at 12 locations on
FY2042. In 2023, the SWA obtained a draft permit 2créage necessary to store and process the debris is give a second life. The Store accepts donated items 93 5 iles of roadways, beaches, and parks.
“ovF ytAz Zfee S71% ZfetD<Z7 1:'580‘9“1 inthe c_hgrtfb_elovm ThesSWA manages a total that can be recycled, reconditioned or repurposed

- . The county now facilitates an annual county-wide
. . . . i i for continued use. This keeps reusable household
provide additional MSW disposal capacity. of 1,458.8 acres for vegetative debris management. litter assessment and cleanup. These efforts led to

"t F < 0% feo "D<Z<f-% F..'% <
outstanding efforts in litter awareness and pick up

Horry County Council on Aging, also operates ‘The

v . . s 5 items, furniture, lawn and garden and building
S:l: Zf.. ™ ¢ - Zf’T‘D(ZZ Sf’ f ,Tdrée-n_ﬁd.Wér(.”.fZ ._”Z(:t. [ _éi Zf°TD<ZZa
rate of 250,000 tons per year. Approximately 156,000 i . . - . -
<e...f trrsa —St fetb<cZZ f..<Z<—> Sfe ofce—fcett f

tons of C&D waste were disposed in FY2022, though _
the SWA reported higher-than-average volume due C'€€n Power Program, a partnership between SWA,

to storm-related debris. A 2022 expansion of the Santeée Cooper, Horry Electric Cooperative, and Zfee S"i% fetDZZ f'f .. SIS e
Zfee ™. fetD(ZZ fttit {tsarrr Cenpral-Elec |cIPOV\(e_r Cpoperative. Green Power
fot —8% ZfetD2Z frif Sfe f» 5 leiprsioshe pracess ofgeneqating electricity through [ I o i e
tons of C&D capacity remaining as of July 2022. r’e‘newaoble ZeSOLirceSOSUCh as solar, wind anvd P'e‘?_"m - nio m , . Category 1 331,781 12
Based on estimated consumption, the Class Two ~ ° <°%° %° ’: fRot [~ 2f-TDc22 a S ] %o feo="fes 20 Category 2 527 103 4s
ZfetD<Z7Z ™MZZ "tf.. 8 L f . > :qa?tgi[:EE - . ff%%%i ZfetD<ZZ <o—' fo fo <" 0oete_f77> 327,
_ _ friendly electricity product. Santee Cooper owns Category 3 4,313,150 155

78-13. This Ordinance allows construction and fot 47 f_te —8% ZfetDZZ fot o+—8fot %ofe .. °27% ... —c‘o Category 4 8,295,520 298
to be sent to an appropriately licensed and SCDESg|ectric and Central Electric supply the lines for the —r.ta & xvxwa
permitted disposal facility rather than the designated S o ee M . X ,

ZfetDc<ZZa4 Sce ™Mfeo co_feotitt _G‘reir% Iioivv.eJF to_téa¥el.z <t 21 fetDeZZ [7f..< Existing Acreage Set Aside for Debris Processing
‘c —é:t Zf“ ™5 = 2f°TD(ZZé~ f'—i iT—...—<" i—'i i.._),._Z('%o Site Name Closest Address Ac?ét:ge AnStii;:épstSeed
In order to provide disposgl capagity forthe remain  Horry .Cou.nty me_lintains programs to encourage HfC.S% 5 5 1886 Highway 90, Conway, 7 CQ{EF’;S%/
der of_ the 20-year_ planning period, HCSWA _hOIdS recycling, |r.1c|ud|ng_ rgcyclmg convenience cen Highway HWY 701 North, CONWaY, 565 \egetative
permits for the Piggyback Phase 3 Extension of ters, educational activities, and a regional Material 701 Site SC 20526
-5t ZfeTb<«ZZa Sfe .—<Z-REcycling Fhcility (MRE}. $he SWA also operates a susyias7 51 3RDIve, Comway, 1187 vegetative
facility to reduce the amount of C&D waste in the yard waste composting facility. While Horry County Stte -
~ 7 7 A - ’ LI g . . - & . . . Fair B
Zfetb«zza ST ...f'f...<—> """ <Trdccling isveldntdry tesidentid, curbside pickup Green Sea g Grasey Bl HWY, Green 268.95  Vegetative
tyeef.."t —,—<«=2% ZfT1D<ZZ f*Tisavaflabiin®most municigalittes. Recycling and Sea, S 29581
3 Expansion is anticipated to provide MSW capacity yard waste disposal is available at all county cen ‘—" .18 a xvxwa ‘v ta 4 xvxwa
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Volunteers at the 2015 Community Cleanup Day

‘—"..ta tf
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programs in South Carolina from Palmetto Pride.

As population and visitor use increases in Horry

community facilities

their increase in student population largely stems
from out-of-state enrollment. Regardless, growth is
driving demand for new facilities.

esh et MFe_t o ittt fePRECARR FRCUITIES .

closer to capacity. Many existing convenience centers As of 2024, there were 88 state licensed childcare

will likely need to expand and existing trash haulers
will need to consider adding curbside recycling to

their offerings. There is also a need to continue to
expand recycling and recycling education services

facilities in Horry County, including two types:

1. 79 licensed childcare centers (care for 13 or
more children; operates more than four hours a

ettt Zf 7% —— 0 _8t zfppadmpdaygaweek) 4

will become a necessity to identify land for a future

2. 9 licensed family childcare homes (care for

ZfetD<Z7 ec—%t4& fo Zfet f..“—cec—'dPJOpIphidrenn the home) ,

going to be a lengthy and costly process.

UTILITIES AND INFRASTRUCTURE
FINDINGS

Rapid development places stress on public and pri
vate infrastructure. As demand for services increase,
so too will the demand for new facilities and the
maintenance and upgrades of existing infrastructure,
especially in regards to what Horry County provides
for stormwater and solid waste. The county and its
partners should continue to work together to ensure
that future growth and major project information is
shared amongst organizations. By doing so, all enti
ties will be better informed of capacity needs and
ways to effectively allocate capital improvements.

EDUCATION FACILITIES

Education is vital to the overall economic and social
well-being of any community. Horry County has

There are also many exempt child care providers in
Horry County, which include: anyone who cares for
children from only one unrelated family; an educa
tional program which operates solely for educational
purposes in grade one or above; kindergartens, nus
ery schools or other daytime programs operating
no more than four hours a day; school vacation or
holiday day camps; Bible schools; and facilities for
the mentally ill or handicapped.

high de-
mand for additional childcare facilities.

cst

The Horry County School District is a countywide
school system with 54 elementary, middle, and high
school attendance zones. Horry County Schools
(HCS) operates 57 schools: 30 primary and elemen

tary schools, 13 intermediate and middle schools,

11 high schools, four charter schools, two academies
fet D™t o' F . <fZ—> """ %o"feed ——Tte—

rec_ently seen a surge in demand for expanded edu ¢\ <harter schools: Bridgewater Academy, Palmetto
cational facilities for all age ranges. For daycares and Academy of Learning and Success (PALS), Academy

PK-12 schools, this correlates with recent birth rates

ofHer,and Palmetto Academy for Learning Motor

fel <eDZ—5 1" >'—etho "fecZcter 'spoitéBALMY. Bayond public schools, there are

facilities, especially Coastal Carolina University,

currently 15 private schools in Horry County, the
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runs the Playcard Environmental Education Center. Education Center, and Whittemore Park Middle
Playcard instructs students in the natural sciences ...S‘‘Za St "fee’tV_f_cte "Bt fot ..c<fe.f
and provides a place for observation and study by Kit program are in need of a combined replacement

“fret—e e cte—cDc... Tceo... < Zcote4 facility. Additions and renovations are needed for

HCS is the third-largest school district in South *¥ #7fZ *.. S Ze 737 —Sce ofed DTR@>IFf" —coF77f38

Carolina, with an average daily membership (ADM T

of 47,800 students ig 2022-25. That :u(mber) Land Suitability

increased by 567 students from the previous year, In the master planning of some large developments,

or 1.2%. This growth rate is consistent with the such as Carolina Forest, the developers set aside

District’s annual growth rate since 2014, despite a school sites that can be purchased by HCS. If sites

2.8% enrollment decline in 2020-21 due to COVID- are not already set aside, HCS looks within their

19. By 2033, HCS projects K-12 enrollmenttobe f——fetfe...t ce‘efe - Dcet f oc—F ™M«-S f ,—<«Ztf, 2% f"%f

43,448, an 8.2% decrease from 2023 enrollment. that meets size requirements. At a minimum, ele

This does not include area charter schools, whose mentary schools need 20-25 acres; middle schools

maximum enrollment is based on their charters. need 25-30 acres; and high schools with athletic

DctZte ottt yweaesrr f..."ted o . —fce fUEfe T Y
‘oA (— <o <o "Ffeco%Z> T E)< ...—Z— —' Dcet ec—Fe 77

new schools. On rare occasions, schools must be

Areas of the county with the highest anticipated
school attendance growth include Carolina Forest,
St. James, Socastee, and North Myrtle Beach. These . .
“ovf fe—e SFTE SEfT<Z> <oDZ—te cor}sjrruct utside the attendance zone in order to

dations of Growth and Capacity projects for the meet requirements. The Dlstrlct prefers not to build

“ ~ » Caon . outside, ex§t_Jan zones, a %‘ns means attendance
o:ts— D( :l: ):tf hd f.T"i> .Ta _S - .i S (yf ?Mé( L Z ” T T( 'D( Z a
improvements, HCS anticipates that at least 14 o S e e _ frre T T
schools will be at or above 100% capacity by 2032. —<Z<—<fe fot —"f " Dc... "f——1F"ee fZe" "Zf>5 fo co’*"—fo—
role in school site selection. The School District cen
siders the existence of stoplights near the property,
or whether stoplights could be added for the site.

In 2025, HCS will complete construction on two new
elementary schools along Carolina Forest Blvd and
Ron McNair Blvd that will reduce overcrowding at
River Oaks Elementary. The lack of road connectivity ~ School location also determines if safe walk-
between River Oaks Drive and Carolina Forest Blvd 19 and biking routes can be established. Safe
necessitates the construction of two elementary ~ "oUtes to school is a way to improve childhood
schools versus one new facility. However, in the health and improve quality of life.

long term, bqth facilities will .be nece§sary to accom HIGHER EDUCATION
modate additional growth in Carolina Forest and

CEvPpZ'™ “vre St f"fe— "tte | ‘ee_Thereadie four higher education institutions in Horry

County. These facilities not only educate students

that already live in Horry County, but they attract N
students to locate here. Student and program growth N\
has positive implications for the county and can

Additionally, HCS recommends the replacement of
St. James Elementary School and the construction of
a new intermediate school in the Little River/North

Myrtle Beach area. Replacement facilities are needed N .
v fA 7y —e—s Zfeece% o ‘ece%o
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School Utilization Horry County Schools Functional Capacity Estimates (Forecasted Average Daily Membership)

2022-23 2023-24 2027-28 2032-33
School Facility  Functional 45-Day 2022-23 45-Day 2023-24 45-Day 2027-28 45-Day 2032-33
Type Capacity ‘1 <D « & fUtilization ‘T «D <« F T Utilization ‘1 «B « F fUtilization ‘1 «B « F fUtilization
ADM ADM ADM ADM
A¥2§’y’ E(':?]“ggln cD-5 714 784 110% 790 111% 821 115% 798 112%
Midland
Elementary cD-5 735 610 83% 618 84% 549 75% 566 77%
Schoo
Aynar Middle 6-8 707 750 106% 710 100% 714 101% 685 97%
Aygg{]';(i)?h 9-12 1,059 784 74% 806 76% 791 75% 792 75%
Carolina Forest
Elementary cD-5 971 1,211 125% 1,220 126% 1,357 140% 1,312 135%
Schoo
Ocean Bay
Elementary cD-5 783 1,032 132% 1,037 132% 1,027 131% 960 123%
School
<« f” f oo
Elementary cD-5 870 1,286 148% 1,305 150% 1,361 156% 1,208 149%
School
Palmetto Bays
Elementary cD-5 685 574 84% 577 84% 603 88% 615 90%
School
oo of™
Elementary cD-5 863 967 112% 951 110% 956 111% 954 111%
School
Viddle Sonod 68 859 777 90% 814 95% 826 96% 833 97%
Ocean Bay Mid- ¢.g 1,010 706 70% 743 74% 844 84% 859 85%
PRSI X- 1212 1,118 92% 1,189 98% 1,270 105% 1,358 112%
CaHri%'L”gg?ggft 9-12 2,388 2,797 117% 3,012 126% 3,520 147% 3,815 160%
Conway
Elementary cD-5 661 557 84% 534 81% 460 70% 469 71%
School
Homewood
Elementary cD-5 639 661 103% 660 103% 728 114% 723 113%
School
Kingston
Elementary cD-5 639 444 69% 452 71% 524 82% 533 83%
School
Pee Dee
Elementary cD-5 827 842 102% 869 105% 960 116% 913 110%
Schoo
South Conway
Elementary cD-5 661 571 86% 592 90% 599 91% 572 87%
@ School
N2 Conway Middle 6-8 657 581 88% 503 90% 473 72% 486 74%
R Ty ey 2f“<°%u q <o %A v fF "7y —e—y .81 7.4 xvx{a
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Horry County Schools Functional Capacity Estimates (Forecasted Average Daily Membership) Horry County Schools Functional Capacity Estimates (Forecasted Average Daily Membership)

2022-23 2023-24 2027-28 2032-33 2022-23 2023-24 2027-28 2032-33
School Facility Functional 45-Day 2022-23 45-Day 2023-24 45-Day 2027-28 45-Day 2032-33 School Facility Functional 45-Day 2022-23 45-Day 2023-24 45-Day 2027-28 45-Day 2032-33
Type Capacity ‘1 «D « T fUtilization ‘T <D <« F T Utilization ‘1 «D « T fUtilization ‘1 «D « F fUtilization Type Capacity ‘1 «D « T fUtilization ‘1 «D <« F T Utilization ‘1 «D « T fUtilization ‘1 «D « F fUtilization
ADM ADM ADM ADM ADM ADM ADM ADM
Sc——te "t fef™ it
f"s <«<ttzZ%t 6-8 1,200 859 2% 893 74% 885 74% 1,000 83% Elementary CD-5 1,006 854 85% 827 82% 795 79% 783 78%
School School
Conway High Socastee
School 912 2,095 1531 73% 1,555 74% 1689 81% 1,666 80% Elementary cD-5 849 803 95% 803 95% 803 95% 803 95%
Green Sea School
Floyds Elemen- CD-5 681 580 85% 572 84% 579 85% 588 86% TFe— " e
tgry School 0 0 0 0 Middle Schoo 6-8 1,086 821 76% 793 73% 811 75% 711 65%
Cirzen) Siee N s 909 541 60% 554 61% 500 55% 464 51%
Floyds High 9-12 819 608 74% 620 76% 599 73% 582 71% dle School ° ° 0 °
School (6-12)
. Sacastee Highty ¢ |, 1,644 1,571 96% 1,639 100% 1,598 97% 1,473 90%
Df;f;’ SEé?len CD-5 682 614 90% 626 92% 683 100% 665 98% School
Burgess
; Elementar CD-4 714 677 95% 651 91% 653 91% 671 94%
Lfg'@ ';'g&%’l" cD-5 874 759 87% 762 87% 746 85% 716 82% peturid ° 0 ’ ’
Seaside
a . - 0, 0, 0, 0,
Lonssc't\]ﬂgé?le 6-8 859 697 81% 707 82% 688 80% 710 83% Elesr?:ﬁgtg}ry CD-4 661 417 63% 398 60% 361 55% 358 54%
St. James
Losr,icshgi)%h 9-12 1,059 765 79% 781 74% 825 78% 835 79% Elg?r?é‘gfy CD-4 758 829 109% 859 113% 860 113% 812 107%
Myrtle Beach Intglt'.rﬁ]:(;?aiz 5-6 1,092 848 78% 851 78% 807 74% 784 72%
Early Child- CD-1 594 487 82% 479 81% 474 80% 470 79% School ’
hood School
St. James Mid-
f 2-3 710 653 92% 648 91% 643 91% 620 87% € SChoo i % 884 90% 889 90% 858 87%
Pw%rg?y%%?]%hol dle School 7-8 985 898 91
Myrtle Beach St.James High 9.1, 1577 1,738 110% 1,784 113% 1,766 112% 1,703 108%
Elementary 4-5 1,101 1,019 93% 1,023 93% 1,010 92% 973 88%
School
f—r.fA s f—e—> .S8'Ze& xvx{a
jyiie Beach 68 1,212 1,070 88% 1,053 87% 1,099 91% 1,051 87%
- better prepare people for the workforce. on the Atlantic coast, provides a natural laboratory
; 9-12 1,329 1,505 113% 1,513 114% 1,364 103% 1,401 105% . . . .
High School ' ' ' ' ' . . . . ... for extensiv In marin
Coastal Carolina University (CCU) is a four-year insti 0_ Ie tensive study arine science and wetlands
Ocean Drive . . . . - 10l0Qy.
Elemﬁntairy cD-5 840 813 97% 783 93% 815 97% 780 93% tution located in Conway with 115 main buildings on gy
S .
o ¢ OZ 633 acres. The campus also includes the Burroughs In the fall of 2023, CCU approved a Campus Master
Iversiae . . . . . .
Elementary CD-5 664 679 102% 685 103% 737 111% 692 104% & Chapin Center for Marine and Wetland Studies, Plan Update. It proposed projects including two new
Schoo . . . . - . cpes .
e located in the Atlantic Center on US Highway 501. academic buildings, three housing facilities, athletic
- > - - - - - -
=y CD-5 823 794 96% 808 98% 810 98% 756 92% Adjacent to the CCU campus is the James Hacklerand recreation support buildings, an intramural
choo . . . . - ~ , " .
el il Golf Course at Coastal Carolina University, apublic ¢ *"—¢ D<fZ T4 o™ f7"—e¢ fe_1"4& o—-0¢
Beaé:lgh'\c/’lgdle 6-8 1,212 1,260 104% 1,287 106% 1,241 102% 1,252 103% golf facility. The University also offers courses at ing, HTC Center expansion, two parking structures,
pe_ mit -St »'-Z%f tf..S t—..f-<e Fe—tdhefll and humanPertormance building, track
Elementary CD-5 1,030 844 82% 827 80% 754 73% 730 71% and Georgetown. A 1,105 acre tract thatincludesa fet BD<fZt “f..<Z<—<fed fet f ——-1
portion of Waties Island, a pristine barrier island expansion and shuttle transportation hub.
‘—"..fa "> '—e—> .S''Ze& xvx{a

224 225



Hory County
Imagine 2040

The updated plan also discusses the potential for a
gateway district at the intersection of Highway 501
and University Boulevard, possibly with a perform
ing arts center. Also included are proposed campus
circulation projects, including: a proposal to shift
University Blvd/Highway 544 alignment south to
allow possible football expansion and conversion
of the section of Chanticleer Drive north of the Wall
Building to pedestrian, transit, service, emergency
vehicle use only to enhance north-south pedestrian
connections and safety between student housing
and core campus facilities.

ThegrowthoftheCCUcampusalsogeneratesa.iT( f7 "Dt fosco—fo—a

demand for more housing, primarily off-campus
high-density residential units. Some of this off-cam
pus housing is located across Highway 544 from the
campus, and CCU is reviewing options for student
safety while crossing this major corridor. Student
housing is also being constructed along the Hwy
501 corridor.

In addition to off-campus apartments, many students
live in the surrounding single-family neighborhoods.
This can lead to issues within the neighborhoods,
and Horry County approved the Coastal Carolina
University Neighborhood Overlay Zone in 2009.
This was established to provide standards relative
to neighborhood appearance and safety in the res
idential areas surrounding and adjacent to CCU. It
provides occupancy limits and parking requirements

college students. The International Culinary Institute
was completed in 2016, and in 2024, HGTC broke
ground on a new Nursing and Health Sciences
Institute at its Myrtle Beach campus.

Webster University maintains a Myrtle Beach campus
and designs its programs to appeal to working adults
by offering the weekend format for students who

may need to travel to attend the campus.

Miller-Motte Technical College in Conway offers
programs in CDL training, cosmetology, aesthetics
technology, massage therapy, medical assisting,
medical billing and coding, medical clinical assistant,

and business administration.

LIBRARIES

The Horry County Library System provides library
services on a countywide basis. The Library System
consists of ten locations, a bookmobile, and an

f"'o(o(o_"f—(‘O ‘A‘D(_,_:té é:t <—> ‘7 >"—Zi :tfé fZ°‘

operates the Chapin Memorial Library, which is the
only municipally owned and operated public library
in South Carolina.

Libraries provide education services for people of
all ages. While they provide books, audio and video
rentals, they also offer classes, programming, and
special events. These events frequently provide
resources that are not available through the school

in these areas in order to promote a sense of place system or local colleges, but are often critical to

in an orderly neighborhood context.

life-long learning.

LVcocofZ E—e—<...t8 'fUfZt%fZ4

LEGEND

community facilities

Academic Building

Athletic Operations

Athletic/Recreation Support Building
Athletic Dining & Wellness

Central Plant Expansion

Club Sports & Intramural Sports Field

. Combined Convocation Center/Center for
the Arts

8. Facilities Warehouse - East Campus

9. Health and Human Performance (HHP)
Building

10. Honors College/Housing

11. Housing with Residential Hub

12. Housing - Specialty

13. HTC Center Expansion

14. Music and Band Building

15. f"ece% ..o ™Mc-S "' —_et F7%17
16. Parking Deck

17. Soccer Concession/Restroom/Team Locker
Room Building

NoorwdhPE

Horry-Georgetown Technical College (HGTC) is a 142,967 active users 18. Student Union Expansion & Transportation
two-year technical college providing more than 80 867,038 items i;’lbmck & Field

fee'i<f=F T3%"1tt-4 T(’Z‘ofé feot .__:t”-(-.(@o<,",.‘fmj:fh’T‘%OZf(.,,"f"> el ...t fot oe—f " Dce%o ™ (77 ;2.\';;Z?esrp%:,?(tai?nHub-EastCampus

of study. The College has three campuses locatedneed to be expanded to keep pace with increased 22. Welcome & History Center/University

in Conway, Georgetown, and Myrtle Beach. In 2013 demand and usage of library facilities, resources, and Services

at the Conway campus, HGTC completed the Earlyprogramming. This demand is driven by the county's

College High School, which blends high schooland " f’' <t ' —Z f—<'e %" ™M -S4 ,—— ¢—- DZ—...——f—f¢ =S — %S

‘— " . fA ‘fe—fZ fr'Zcef e"f’ec—>a XVXY4
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©

out the year with increased usage from snowbirds
in the Little River and Surfside communities. There

community facilities

tional classrooms, schools, and library facilities and
offerings. As developable land become scarcer, the

is also a change in library users, such as Socastee'scounty will need to work with the School District

increasing Spanish-speaking population.

As Horry County grows, the Library System must
keep up with new technology and the changing
needs of our demographics. The Library System
must also identify ways to integrate themselves
in the activities of local residents, and ensure that
the programs and offerings remain relevant. They
should strategically identify ways to bring the tools
and resources to people that cannot readily access
them. In addition, HCS should capitalize on the
volunteer resources available to them, as there are
many retired residents with specialized knowledge
that are willing to get involved in offering programs.

There is a proliferation of information technolo
gy and online content that patrons can stream or
download from the library’s website to their own
computers, personal devices or smart phones. In
FY2024, the library’s total circulation of e-books
and other electronic resources (audiobooks, movies,
television shows, and music) accounted for 313,812
checkouts. In order to accommodate additional
population growth, expansions are needed in Little
River and Myrtle Beach.

Beyond physical locations, the Library System must
also invest in additional bookmobiles and items that
it can take to schools, after-school and summer camp
programs at community centers, recreation centers,
senior centers, elder care facilities, and other local
gathering places.

To better serve the public, existing and future
facilities should consider expanding operation
hours when possible.

EDUCATION FINDINGS

As Horry County grows, so does the need for addi

and developers to identify future school sites. While
the library system will need to expand in the future,
it should also capitalize on the partnership oppor
tunities with the School District, area colleges, and
volunteers to increase its program offerings, pre
gramming, and impact in the community.

Higher education facilities continue to expand and
will continue to grow, but will reach their desired
maximum capacity in a short time frame. While the
growth of college enrollment is positive for Horry
County, it does have implications on land use and
public services.

As the student population increases, more
housing units will be added near area cam-
puses.

™M S ece% ™77 S co'f .—n ‘e
trian patterns. It may also have impacts on estab
lished neighborhoods that experience an increase in
students living there. The county needs to support
higher education growth, but should also be cogni
zant of the infrastructure needs that coincide with
growth.

RECREATION AND LEISURE FACILITIES

The county's youth and senior populations are
growing rapidly alongside the seasonal population
that lives here for multiple months out of the year.
These demographics are often in high demand of
activities to enrich their lives. Programming and
resources available at county recreation centers
and senior centers serve all these age groups and
also provide people with the opportunity to develop
a greater sense of community. They also provide a
means to develop and maintain good physical and
mental health through exercise and socialization.
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on a review of ten studies, the Centers for Disease .
Control has reported an increase in physical activity
simply by improving the proximity of recreational
facilities to residences. Neighborhood design, access
to walking paths, and siting of public recreation
facilities is essential to consider with future develop
ment. Recreation centers (20-100 acres) should be
within three miles of urban and suburban residents

PARKS AND RECREATION

The Horry County Parks and Recreation Department
was created in 1997 to meet the immediate and
long-term recreation needs of county residents. The
Department’s activities are funded through dedicat
ed millage, taxes on Sunday alcohol sales, and grants.
The Parks and Open Space Board was established "
in 2000 to guide land acquisition and recreational

improvements to meet residents’ needs fo1 M-S DEE ez ”—”fZ ARLE Sy Wi
p o free DT tr f.."fe o8 —Z1 ,f ™Mc-Sco —§7FF 27
Ty f—e—> RV f—Fe —STIE "% fZ2EfIrta DA Fet 1< %S, "St free st DR

recreation centers, 29 parks, 27 boat landings, and acres) should be located within ¥ mile to one mile
22 beach accesses. These facilities include 38 base of residents in urban/suburban communmes

,,fZZ o"\_"fZZ D(:tZT a Su ._Z_< ”“':t
tennis courts, eight outdoor basketball courts, 26 fRereis an eX|st|ng neleor the development of com

playgrounds, three disc golf courses, and 14 miles munity and neighborhood parks, especially in older,
of trails on nc’early 200 acres of land ’ established portions of the county, like Burgess,

Garden City, Forestbrook, Little River, Myrtle Ridge,
The county has two nationally recognized pad and unincorporated Surfside. In addition, there are
dling trails, the Waccamaw River Blue Trail and the many neighborhood and community parks in need
Southeast Coast Saltwater Paddling Trail. Additional of expansion, as they are already undersized for the
parks and playgrounds are currently under design population that they serve. Recreation centers are
and construction in Carolina Forest, Socastee, Aynor, in high demand in Aynor, Green Sea, and Loris, and
Loris, and Green Sea. A complete list of Horry County have been for many decades.

recreational facilities can be found in the Horry
County Parks and Open Space Inventory.

”

There is also a desire for multi-generational
parks with a mixture of activities so that fami-

Horry County provides 3.0 acres of park space per lies can enjoy spending time together.
1,000 residents, while national standards typically While the county has dedicated millage to support
fzz srat f.."te& St ..'—e> Sfmitkrrdddsinthe Tolrty; the funds struggle
ral features that supplement its recreational assets 4 support the operations and maintenance of exist
and can b_oast an impressive 64,600 acres of open g facilities, let alone the development of new fagil
space (which equates to roughly 200 acres per 1,000 jties. Strong demand for recreation among existing
residents). Unfortunately, the beach and rivers are  aqidents will be augmented by future population
not readily accessible to everyone. growth. Current funding cannot meet this demand.

In addition, many recreational facilities have
limited amenities and are not accessible to
people of all ages and physical capabilities.

Programming is currently available at all recreation
and community centers, in addition to a specialized
outdoor recreation and athletic programs. In order
Access to recreation and natural spaces can have ato maximize usership and increase program fund
direct impact on physical and mental health. Based ing, the county will need to evaluate its existing
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offerings and rates, and capitalize on volunteers and centers should work together to expand program

sponsorships. The Horry County Parks and Open ming and capitalize on their combined capabilities.

Space Plan further explores recreational needsin  St> ¢S —Z771 ¢'— tiPcet —Stc” | ‘— e

unincorporated Horry County. individual buildings, and should share each other’s
resources and space when possible.

free fot f.."ff-c'e "Ef.. -

SENIOR CENTERS

The Horry County Council on Aging (HCCOA), aHEALTH CARE FACILITIES

cfe@ "' PD(— ""Whofecorf—<'ea ™feo "' —ef\Whileddory County's’@érmanent and visitor popula
vide senior care services. HCCOA serves over 10,000tion has greatly increased over the last few decades,
senior citizens throughout Horry County. Programs the health care system is just starting to identify and
and activities include meal services, transportation catch up to the needs of the county’s population.
assistance, housekeeping assistance, senior aetiv

ities, recreation, basic health checks, telephone HOSPITALS

reassurance, in-home visitation, group counseling,
employment opportunities, and local outings.

e T trtwéd —-Sit7f f'F DTt Sterc—fZ¢ <
with a total of 1,014 general and special-purpose
Senior Centers are located in Aynor, Bucksport, beds. Medical campus expansions currently in preg
Burgess, Carolina Forest, Conway, Grand Strand ress include a 48-bed expansion of McLeod Health
Green Sea, Loris, Mt. Vernon, North Strand, and theCarolina Forest Hospital, a 12-bed expansion of [
South Strand. The HCCOA operates a senior centerConway Medical Center, and a new 36-bed hospital
out of a storefront in Carolina Forest, with plans  <e ‘. fe—3t& o fttc—<c'ed “f"c¢' —7
to open a larger senior center facility beside the rehabilitation facilities, urgent care clinics, and a
Carolina Forest Recreation Center and Library. Veterans Affairs Clinic serve Horry County.

RECREATION AND LEISURE FINDINGS OPIOID EPIDEMIC

There is a clear need for the development of parks The SCDPH's 2022 Drug Overdose Deaths Report
and community gathering sites throughout the found state opioid-related overdose deaths rose
county. The land for future parks should be acquired 229.7% from 2018 to 2022 (SCDPH, 2022).
in the near future, especially in high growth areas. According to the DPH, there were 192 deaths from
There are also many facilities that are undersized opioid overdoses in the county in 2022. That same
for the population that they serve. While funding year, EMS administered the drug Naloxone (that

may not be available to develop new parks at this reverses the effect of opioids) 813 times.
time, the county should strive to acquire recreational

o ) The county's opioid overdose death rates are
lands while it is available and affordable.

among the highest in the state, at 61.4 per
In addition, park lands can be master planned 100,000 residents.
to allow for them to be developed in phases,as

N funding becomes available. While Horry County has three methadone clinics,

zoning laws and public stigma may inhibit the siting
N\ In order to minimize duplication of services, recre  of facilities. Per the CDC, the US opioid epidemic

. 51 o £t « ation and community centers, libraries, and senior s continuing and there is an urgent need for a
‘—"... é ‘"”) ‘—‘—) oo (e L4 “(’Ooé
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multifaceted, collaborative public health and law disorders and other substance abuse disorders. The
enforcement approach. 15th Judicial Circuit Court initiated an expansion of

The South Carolina Opioid Recovery Fund (SCORF)services within the Treatment Cpurt to hire a Cqse
Board was created by the South Carolina Opioid Manager and an Outrgach Coordinator, thus allowlng
Recovery Act, SC Code §11-58-10 et seq., to adminis '°F MOre comprehensive case management services
ter and disburse the South Carolina Opioid Recovery Which addressed barriers to participation.

Fund in accordance with the terms of South Carolina Since inception of these services, participation
Opioid Litigation settlement agreements. Beginning N Treatment Court has increased by 129%.

in 2023, the SCORF Board initiated distribution of j Reuben Long Detention Center utilized SCORF

settlement .funds fo.r approved uses to help add.re.ss funds to expand their successful Next Steps program

and remediate the impact of the opioid epidemic in  for male inmates to establish a Recovery Community

South Carolina. " fefZt eef—fed o <—e Dcle— —TMI s fre 7 trg
Horry County’s SCORF Guaranteed Political Subfundation, more than 370 individuals were connected

funding led to development of enhanced services to therapeutic counseling services, more than300

within several county department-based teams individuals were provided with avsubstancevuse §

which regularly encounter those with opioid use tT<**" 137 "% ... «Dc... "FZFfet "Zfe fot "% —Sfe yrr

Hospital and Medical Center Bed Counts

Facility Total Beds General Beds Neonatal Special Care Rehabilitation Psychiatric Substance Abuse
Conway Medical Center 228 210 6 12 0 0
Grand Strand Medical
Center 405 357 2 24 22 0
MclLead Seacoast
Hospital 155 155 0 0 0 0
McLead Loris Hospital 50 50 0 0 0 0
Lighthouse Behavioral
Health Hospital 105 0 0 0 76 29
Total Units 943 772 8 36 98 29
Licensed Health Care Facilities
Facility Type Number of Facilities Licensed Units
Ambulatory Surgery 8 31
Home Health 8 42
Hospice Facility 1 36
Hospice Program 7 N/A
CDAP Facilities 6 0
Renal Dialysis 9 180
Resident Treatment for Children and Adolescents 0 0
Public Health Clinics 5 N/A
Nursing Homes 8 824
Community Residential Care Facilities 21 1701
‘—"...F& a xvx{,a f—"..Fa

a4 xvx{,a

Healthcare and Elder Care Facilities

community facilities

©
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individuals were connected with peer support.

The Horry County Police Department initiated a
Crisis Intervention Team of civilian licensed coun
et7me ME fUE e f27 v fom7
involve suspected addiction or mental health issues.
These counselors provide services including referral
— —"ff—efe—d o —St<” D<e— >Ef”
engaged in more than 1,700 contacts.

Horry County Fire Rescue initiated a Harm Reduction
Team to provide post-overdose follow-up, and
treatment and services referral, serving more than
tatrr <et<“«t—fZe <o =St Dc"e— >Ff”
County Public Safety is also initiating a Public Safety
Employee Assistance Program, designed to provide

US Census data shows Horry County's population is
aging due to the baby-boomer generation retiring in
warmer climates. 2023 estimates show that 41.7%
of 5|(<)r_r_)_/ JrCc)gnl;y,, rgaid.en_t_g f‘rf E@ years and older.
Assisted living facilities, also known as community
residential care, help residents with daily actiw
tiés mtluting. daghingS dressing, eating, and taking
medicines. Nursing homes provide medical care and
are intended for adults with serious medical needs.
There are three Adult Day Cares (175 units), 47
In-Home Care Providers, 17 Community Residence
Centeys, s,l_l(wi.tg Alzheimer care and 1,639 total
units), and eight Nursing Homes (824 units) in
Horry County.

o F . <fZcett 17T e T Do F e AstHotey G&UNEY's pepll

ing secondary trauma from work-related stressors.

Y etce%e fZe' tef 2%t —-SF v

acquire additional toxicology testing equipment.
This equipment enables the timely, accurate, and
accessible post-mortem toxicology screenings that
are essential for the investigation of suspected
overdose deaths, informing public safety response,
and targeting harm reduction and outreach efforts.

added demand for assisted
living fggi{l_ijties,
e )< ..

HEALTH CARE FINDINGS

With the growth in population, it can be expected
that an increase of facilities and beds will be needed

SCORF Guaranteed Political Subfund resources wereto accommodate both permanent populations and
also used to develop a multi-jurisdictional Opioid vacationers. An increased demand for health care
Remediation collaborative Strategic Plan, a major services and facilities should be expected as the
recommendation of which was to create a single county's median age increases. This increased need
CDLE T L e f—cte T et f e ilkidclud AuiSidigf dméEs and assisted living facil
related initiatives. In April 2025, Horry County ities. In addition, as the opioid epidemic escalates
established a Department of Behavioral Services more rehabilitation and methadone centers will be

— Lo f—t Lt —e—5a e —e ... < freéded, aterid WRh & @ulfifadeted strategic plan to

health provider efforts and to provide referralsto  P<«%S— —St F'<ttec... <o “""5 ‘—e_34

services. The Departments of Behavioral Services
and Community Development are also working CONCLUSIONS
together to address service gaps at the intersection
of behavioral health and homelessness.

As Horry County grows, additional community
facilities and services will be required, along with
increased stress on existing facilities. This will

ELDER CARE FACILITIES require additional capital expenditures to meet

236

community needs and support future growth. A ded
icated funding source for public facilities is needed
to ensure that the county can provide a high quality
of life. As developable land becomes scarce, there
will be increased competition among government
organizations to acquire the same sites as devel
opers, potentially driving up costs for taxpayers.
Coordination within departments of Horry County
Government and with Horry County Schools, utility
providers, and developers will be critical in making

cf = Z <o Theteme o f eefo fot Des fZZ> o'—ot
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Chapter 8

public safety

— 2. sf t—> <o fz —‘—éawﬁmezwevcaNWMLmMCATKﬁiCENTER
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.'i(.__ioef ) ._f ZT( ___( ) }_ + _' , _f , i e Ehf Horry @Wty}zmgrgency 9-1-1 Communications
‘o't S teec "t "Zfe fo f- _8 ¢ C.e.nter in Cpnvxéay is gVvital link between the commu

—< i e Sf'—f7a ‘"> ‘—e—> Sfe ti~10yapdthe publicrsafetyfesponders in the area. The
—.Z2<... f t-> Sf'- ‘~ —St ‘eutpdstrespongibilizyof 8-1-1 emergency specialists
This chapter includes the 9-1-1 Communicationsis to work with the caller, service providers, com

”(_<...

Fe—F"a Fet"%ote.> TE"f-<'eea Zpdtéra;hjeddlspatckt(CAﬁ)) and mapping to assure
Oc"f "'—F . —<'e8& fef"%ote..> -iT< rapid response; accufaté dafBase management,

S —T— e>e—fed oTi’e—feT<o% —"1egha supporbot thk Pubtic Safety Division and Horry
f F—> ef...—""e <o FE_TFet7Z> <o’

—(lfdu‘nty Goﬁéﬁﬁrﬁ@rﬂ > <* %o

‘Z——< --—Sf— ™77 <o'”'"f —SF efeet el ... —"¢=> fof

—fZc=> " Z<F " et fe—eaAlk9d:1calfs ﬁnqmon_emqu.ency calls made in

fee—ec—>4 Horry County, including in area municipalities, are
answered in the Communications Center. The center
Teo f—...Ste ""Z<...
law enforcement for Atlantic Beach, Aynor, Briarcliffe
Acres, Conway, Loris, County Police and County

St"<""& fet BD<”f "Fo...—% "

and the county. If the services of the SC Highway
Patrol or any other emergency agency are needed,
the call is immediately transferred. In addition, staff
provide medical pre-arrival instructions to callers,
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dispatches to county environmental services and
Z(__i” ...‘._”‘Z "\D(“.in.é fZ‘
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In 2024, the 9-1-1 Center handled 457,317 total calls
which resulted in 317,787 dispatches, an average of
52.2 calls per hour. While call numbers have been
relatively constant over the last few years, they can
spike during economic downturns, special events

and emergency situations such as hurricanes. It is
also common that in consistently high crime areas
that residents often become apathetic to report

crimes for a variety of reasons.

{cs¢s
—f " D<o%o 21 1Ze oS —71 ottt —
Zf-ce fof

FY24

9-1-1 Calls Received 317,787

Non-Emergency Calls Received 139,530

9-1-1 Texts Received 3,436
Total Incoming Communications 460,753
NCIC Transactions 674,612
Radio Transmissions 11,907,094

‘—r...ta "> f—e—> ewwa xvx{a

Incoming Call Volume to 9-1-1 Communications Center

Y2704 <ol —tco%
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public safety

below what the budget allows for. However, there

«% ™ <is S needforf even Yoretpasitidns and equipment

-t ettt "f..Fa& Fo'et e—f " DP<ce%od ——,
and education should be made more readily avail

able regarding the non-emergency phone number.

In addition, paper records need to be added to the
electronic database, making information readily
available to the specialists.

In January 2023, the Emergency 9-1-1 Center and
Emergency Management Center was moved to the
new Randall S. Webster building in Conway. The new
facility combines emergency dispatching and the
operations center in one building, enhancing emer
gency response coordination. The new dispatching
fentergrayidesupdaded equipment, increased space,

2024 Dispatched Calls

wwa xvx{a
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<..ta St " fAmyZCorps ¢f EndinBers{W$ACE) in 2012. The cam
Fol twW ...Zfee" "foclhos fZo" "$1DZt..—+ -8F f-<‘'ofZ -
(NHC) decision to separate the association of storm
surge inundation from the category of storm.

Public Information and Outreach Plan, Emergency

Operations Plan, Logistics Plan, Short-Term Recovery

Plan, All-Hazards Mitigation Plan, and Continuity

of Operations Plan. This plan addresses a variety

of natural disasters and man-made emergencies,

including, but not limited to: earthquakes, hur
<.o.fefed "<TE"<cet fof ..‘f-—fZ DZ ' “t«ce

communication, evacuations, mass fatality events,

re-entry, operational areas, mosquito borne diseases,

ef"f"F ™Mif-_-St"a t7—

toxic material spills.
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line for coordination with other county departments.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

Horry County Emergency Management leads the
county’s all-hazards emergency management pfro
gram through collaborative planning, education, and
coordination of response operations and recovery
initiatives. Emergency Management is responsible
for developing emergency response plans and
taking the lead role in the coordination of those
plans during an emergency. The Department serves
as the liaison between the local, state and federal The Emergency Management Plan also contributes to
agencies in the emergency management network. the county’s participation in the Community Rating
In addition, Emergency Management is responsible System (CRS), which uses disaster operation plans,
for special events permitting, post-disaster recov. Sfaef”t ec<—<%o f—<‘'e "Zfee fot DZ''t'Zfce of
7> "Zfeece% fet —St fet"% fe...> Actidities to'enhBrce.fublic safety, reduce damage
system, known as CODE RED. These efforts do noto property and public infrastructure, help avoid
include the municipalities which have their own economic disruption and losses, reduce human
Emergency Operation Centers. suffering, and protect the environment in addition

— "t — . ftT DZt cee—"fe. . F 'tfec—e "f
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PLAN icyholders. This important document can be found

The Horry County Comprehensive Emergency ©n the Emergency Management website.
Management Plan (CEMP) is the governing strategy

for all operations during an emergency or disaster. EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER
Through the implementation of measures aimed at In January 2023, the Emergency Operations Center
the four phases of emergency management (pre (EOC) was moved to the new Randall S. Webster
paredness, response, recovery, and mitigation) lives building in Conway. The new facility features a
can be saved and property damage minimized. This category 5 hurricane hardened structure and can

EVACUATION ROUTES

Emergency Management is responsible for alerting
evacuations and in conjunction with law enforce
* %r@ntimplerbritingdane reversals. The department
implements the ‘Know Your Zone’ public education
. iy ) campaign to inform the citizens and visitors of
%S-a ™cZtD<"ta 7 f tibrry-County*Sfdhé hiirricane evacuation zones
and their vulnerability to storm surge. The Know
Your Zone campaign was developed as a result of
the information contained in the South Carolina SHELTERS
Hurricane Evacuation Study (HES) for the Northern
Gondlerherate that was released by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the US

evacuation times will continue to improve

These improvements will also allow people to
return more easily after a disaster, thus allowing
the community and economic activity to return to
normal sooner.

Emergency Management is also responsible for
alerting the public to the opening of shelters and
their locations. There are four shelters in the county,

_:t. ~Aum 1;2

ongoing operation is called comprehensive emergen
cy management, and it emphasizes the interrelation
ship of activities, functions, and expertise necessary

withstand up to 160 MPH winds. Moving the facility
from its former location at the M.L. Brown Building

tTZcecof—tt "f..<Z<—> T—Zef"f «Zc—> = DZ" ' t<o% ..f—ett

to deal with disasters. The CEMP was created by by 2016’s Hurricane Matthew.

the county emergency management staff, working
cooperatively with the state and local governments,
fol oo’ "' D<= “"%ofoc@f—c‘oe —Sf
emergency management program in Horry County.

The CEMP culminates all other required planning
documents into one overarching plan. It includes the
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The facility includes redundant HVAC, sanitation, and
paw {gen,jg, that can fugction for 72 hours with
o& Ie%:r city. Erﬁergency %peratlons are accom
modated by a command room with 34 consoles
for emergency dispatchers, the 9-1-1 call center,

meeting rooms, a helipad, bunkrooms, kitchens, e T fo S et

‘—e—>4 xvx{fa
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all located in public schools. In addition shelter loca Know Your Zone Hurricane Guide. Beyond printed
tions can change over time. Finding shelters that are materials, Horry County Emergency Management
not schools is important to ensure that schools can hosts multiple public meetings and special events
begin operating as soon as possible after an event. throughout the year for the public to learn how to
This is a tactic to help families have a sense of nor- prepare for a natural hazard.

malcy during the hectic recovery process. During
Hurricane Matthew and post-Hurricane Florence, SPECIAL EVENT PERMITTING

the James Frazier Community Center became agqoor events that anticipate having over 500
shelter and at times even local churches have served people at any given time are required to have an
as shelter locations. approved Special Event Permit from the Emergency
Management Department. Parades, rallies, concerts,
DISTRIBUTION POINTS festivals, marathons, circuses, fairs, block parties,
Another consideration is additional distribution  poker runs, community events, mass participation
points for use during a disaster situation. These events, sporting competition events such as running
distribution points are large paved parking areas events, bicycle races or tours, or spectator sports
(at least 250 by 300 feet) for trucks and helicopters such as football, basketball and baseball games, golf
and used by Emergency Operations, National Guard, tournaments, hydroplane or boat races, may require
etc. Currently, the county uses parking areas at a special event permit. After a complete application
recreation centers and schools. These distribution is obtained by Emergency Management, staff have
points, also known as black tops, could be included ten days to approve or deny the request.

in new county facilities, such as recreation centers.
Another possibility is pursuing partnerships with EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FINDINGS

amusement facilities to use their parking areas he randall S. Webster 9-1-1 Communications
during a disaster situation. and Emergency Operations Center will need the
There is also a need for distribution points where capacity to expand as the county population grows.
—e—> "D 1. feot D<”e— "fe’letEvacudtonirotses,shettgrs Zplans, and distribution
able to refuel during power outages and emergency points will need to be evaluated and updated on a
situations. Currently Privetts Road is the only fueling continuing basis as population increases and major
location available for county vehicles to refuel if road projects are completed.
power is out.

should not be located along the future routes

PUBLIC EDUCATION of major roadways,

The Emergency Management Department has the

latest information online concerning safety for a

variety of issues, including how to prepare for and Last, but not least, a continued and expanded public
™MSf— —* T e L fed 7 oF . <D<..educhtih progrant isanetessay to ensure that
links to additional safety information. In addition, newcomers to the area are able to prepare for all
there is printed information available such as the natural hazards.
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public safety

The County Police are at capacity in the M.L. Brown
Building, as well as in the four existing precinct
POLICE buildings.

The Horry County Police Department provides law
enforcement services to the unincorporated portions
of the county. It was established as the primary
law enforcement agency in 1959, and remains the
only county police department in South Carolina.
Municipalities within Horry County also maintain  The Police Department has proposed the addition
individual police forces. The county participates in  of a sixth precinct in the future to further improve
mutual aid agreements with the cities and supple service and emergency response. The department
ments their police services upon request. The South also recommends precinct staff expansion, support
Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED), DNR, expansion and CID expansion.

as well as Probation and Parole assist during major
events such as bike week.

€28

Efocte 0 f O

téstructusing—

Training facilities are currently scattered. While
some specialized training is done at the M. L. Brown
As of 2025, the Police Department maintained a Building, EOC rooms, and conference rooms at
e—f"7 T TE” vWWA ™<c—S uzu ™ "GonwByAirpbitarg also ytilized. Driver training is
civilian staff. Services are centralized within the M.L. done at Conway and Georgetown Airports. Police
Brown facility in Conway, which acts asthe opera —<*f —SF <—> 7 ‘o™ fsj5e Dc"co% "f
tional center and includes the Chief of Police, Deputy Highway 905, which is too small to accommodate
Chief, Professional Standards, Crime Analysis, Public use by all local law enforcement and does not allow
o Ve f_cte ¢ f"8 fot floececo—"FLeid%oSF22iT SHfcoco%od .. .1e-"f
department is currently separated into four pre  range that has the capacity for training with hanel
cincts: North (Little River), Central (Conway), South %o—-¢ees fet "<DZte <o otFttta o <o)
(Myrtle Beach), and West (Green Sea). add the advantage of additional use at night and
during inclement weather, however it is only good
"7 Sfet%o—e —"fcoece%a St ...'—e—> Sf
and begun design for a new public safety training
facility adjacent to the Emergency Operations Center.

Additional units include a blood hound tracking
team, beach patrol, SWAT team, hostage negotiation
team, criminal investigation division (CID), training
division, bomb squad, airport division, community

‘ ” - Z » ” S:t < McZZ <o ... T~i T” ('%0 f’T
—— .S —ffea - — Vet —e P < =

”‘"i.i_ffzs._:.fT ?”T éi;; et fo <vi‘ o;z;cnlt}es,rm/‘iuldﬁcco m(()da%e?[;he future growth

cio teZs TCTE TE%e—Zf" t——> -;t”“°<¢i£-a{A _Sif} L AF T te-a S

positions in these units. The Police Department has Fire and Rescue.

a regulatory component that issues preclearance Currently, the department is purchasing new equip
letters for Late Night Establishment, lends engravers ment as budget and grant money allows for. Recent
T g f—cte the—<Pc... f—<'ea <o+ —additions have includeid-afitig lab, armored BearCat
Permits, and is involved with towing enforcement. a bomb response vehicle, and a negotiations vehicle.
—f " D<e% <o ,FZ'™ _St of_<'ef7Z fDepArkndrdacquisition includes safety equipment
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o . . TPl ETed C™METE"A —SEE "1 ftisperfeited that-nosond tares about an area, the
Existing Police Precincts - -
eV Bt S174 —8% —*f «bron pirtloWHheoty Suggests that this furthe
they need. encourages criminal behavior.

. The county can use a variety of measures to
Response Times address community safety, but it requires a
Congestion on roads can p|ay a factor in de|aying collaborative effort amongst departments and
response times. Emergency Vehicle Preemption is an with the community.

option and is discussed further in the Transportation  For example, building code enforcement of deteri
Chapter. Logistics can also play a part in delayed orated and abandoned buildings can ensure such
response in the west precinct. There are large areas puildings are secured, repaired, or demolished. The

=5 TR feT =SE 20 f-<fe 7T =5 T ighting &id programiny<of park space can also be a

- ™MSY"F =St . fZZ ..tete "7 [ e detdrént-Ih addition fiheé ‘credtion of Neighborhood
timg. In addition, when cars need servicing for oil Watch Organizations and community cleanup pro

o SfePotea Ff...S DL FT e—e— TYrflee T A P& fot %o f D - <
forf..—e =St f7f<Zf,<Zc—> 7 =St ‘toBeducéd &rime rates.

Crime Trends

The following two charts show crime data for the
unincorporated areas of the county, as reported to
the FBI from 2013 to 2023. Violent crimes include
murder, non-negligent manslaughter, rape, robbery,
and aggravated assault. Property crimes include
arson, burglary, larceny—theft, and motor vehicle
theft. Reported crime rates have declined since 2020
even as the county population has grown. The Police
Department maintains an online GIS map that tracks
crime for the past 48 hours.

Violent Crimes Reported

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Property Crimes Reported

Design

The design of the built environment can play a
role in limiting crime and aiding police efforts.
Examples of design factors that can improve \is
ibility and minimize criminal activity include the
siting of entry and exit points, building orientation

VN with windows overlooking streets, sidewalk and
\ parking lot lighting, and landscape design. Even
MO ET s efce—Feofe  t . fe <oDZ—%Fe...F ..."cefa Sto
f—rLFa Ty f—e—s a xvx{fa ‘—"...ta a4 Xvxy
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Environmental Services Domestic Violence

T testef7 F"Tc.te <o 't FSE Ll e Ha Dee— trete—_<.. “<'ZFe
LE7e ™S ‘et e—"F7"7¢e'"a Sitei ‘“donstruttion $ Pariuady 2035; The shelter will fea
enforcement of all laws pertaining to animals, litter, ture 18 beds, pet accommodations, and a learning
and property maintenance. This includes, but is not center when complete.
limited to, the accumulation of garbage, junk cars,

and illegal dump sites. SHERIFF'S OFFICE

St St "ie "B«...
the Horry County Police Department. Its roles
The Horry County Animal Care Center is located in include serving papers, serving warrants, maintain
Conway. An addition is needed for a surgical and ing and securing the Court House and the J. Reuben
recovery area, as well as a large storage areafor ‘e % F—fe—<‘e fe—3"a St St <"
animal feed. Beyond publicly operated facilities, ... ¢t —...—¢ Dce%t" "co—ce% & " “<tfe °
there are two Humane Society shelters, one in Myrtle performs local record checks, assists with tempo
Beach and one in North Myrtle Beach, as well as rary beer and wine permits in conjunction with the
animal rescue centers around the county. Department of Revenue, and has personnel that

participate in mental health court. Horry County is

the only county in South Carolina that has both a
Z<¢ot Tr fr—ete— fot f oSt Tie "D«
e trtva —-S3 St < T

TRt fot { L <T<Z<fe o—f"" SEfT—

lnn) ‘_._)

Animal Care Center

ot eSEEELT L% e

"bavfi 4‘§¢- ‘Dc"e— Tt ...
— « ICqfolind: This t)pe-dt facility contains a group of cells

. Ta

J. Reuben Long Detention Center

E17 " fe "P< f
of the J. Reuben Long Detention Center in 1999 from
Horry County Government. The center provides a
safe, secure environment for the incarceration of
people charged with criminal offenses awaiting trial,
inmates sentenced in court and serving 90 days or

foco ot f” flgs_!_s, or inmates sentenced in family court.

The Detention Center facility opened in 1989, with
the original building designed to house 213 inmates,
and later accommodated to house 249 inmates. It
) i n -~

— coc'e
surrounding an area known as a pod which contains
—f,Zted ...Sf<"e fot [ —FZF <coc'eoi

within the pod and is able to observe the inmates
and has the ability to interact with them.

In 1996, a 96-bed minimum security building was
completed to house the sentenced inmate worker

Do F ™Mfe o— 7711 podatidl. lr2003, a female housing unit, court
f " =1 " #fobm, and vitifrservices section was built adjoining

e ftte—c'e = =St f"1f ‘e —=ST D<o~ DZ'"”" 'the rifjinaHuildingtin 2008, a 128-bed dormite

Center, which the department has outgrown, the
St"¢ e

<— ..

ry-style facility was completed. From 2009-2011,

"Dt <o —ece% frt<—<'efZ ' f a5B3Ms Td\iderIatministrative building, kitchen,
fe ,F Tf—et& Sce offee —Sf— —St SiihndldaundriyBbuildidig were constructed. Currently,

Sfe ,ffe o..f—F"F1 ,£—™tte —St P <" e—&he Detemibn Cefiter can house 1,000 inmates in

_é())-l— DZIEH. [BEad _é:t:
courthouse across the street.

Training is located in rooms above the J. Reuben
‘e% T—fe—<'e Fe—%f" flecece_"f

can accommodate up to 160 people. Firearm training

takes place at the City of Conway'’s range and the City

of Myrtle Beach’s indoor range. There is no facility

~em ot _éf_ TM‘_ZT fZZ‘TM T PR fe

gun range, a driving course, and a conference center

along with a training facility all in one location.

Although no future plans are currently in place, a

c<e%Zt Zf " %t” "f ..

Picture Taken at the Horry County Animal Care Center
‘—"...ié BN (_._)é va{,,é
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—e—<c..f Fe—1" fet ™iwebtyhouSidg Udits, with 799 inmates housed in

the month of January 2024 and 11,000 total housed
in 2023.

—<" 1 "B < Away fbestretch out the use of the existing facility

would be to increase the Community Corrections
Program, which allows for electronic monitoring
instead of incarceration. Increasing this method

—" bt eorr¥etidh ¢ is hef cheapest way will keep the

Detention Center's incarcerated population down.
Currently personnel for the day report/electronic
monitoring have outgrown their space and are in

«Z<—> <o offtit 7" —St nded of [drger quArterst &

public safety

The Jail Diversion and Reentry Program provides
treatme, for dryg alcohol use, with 70% of

par'ﬁipan;{s sticcessfuffy remaining clean and sober.
In comparison, 30 to 90 day acute care treatment
programs are achieving a 7% clean and sober rate.
In 2022, the Detention Center began offering the
program to female inmates.

—f D% "7 tt—fe—<te Tf . <Zc—cFe <o
Minimum Standards for Local Detention Facilities in
South Carolina which receives its authority from the
South Carolina Code of Laws. Using an analysis of

—y>{{t <A°-f?§:_f>-:r.syl_.. ‘Mt —clee “TE ¢,
Long Wa{s'ijn erstaffed in 2024.

Sex Pffenders Registiy. . 4 v

St SI’"<"Tie "PDe..t <o <o [ .Sf"
ofof%oioio_ fo"’ _S:t L.lee——e¢—> o' _¢P

This tool manages and monitors the whereabouts,
conduct, and compliance status of registered offend
ers in Horry County. An updated registry is available
online for anyone to use and even allows for free
fTef<Z o' —<Dc...f—<'e MSte f of§ "7

oy —""fte-754 -St"f f'%
monitoring 767 total sex offenders.

According to S.C. Code Ann. §23-3-535, it is unlaw
T—Z " f ot <P, —>'F 7 et E T e
convicted to reside within 1,000 feet of a school,
daycare center, children’s recreational facility, park,

or public playground. When siting new schools, day

care centers, children’s recreation facilities, parks,

and public playgrounds, any existing registered sex
offenders within the 1,000 feet of the new facility

will be exempt from the rule because they were there

prior to the new facilities.

—e—>4a

When the county considers the development of
new facilities, it should also consider the location of
existing sex offenders, so children are not brought
into a potentially unsafe environment. Properly sited
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public facilities could possibly serve as a deterrent hard to ensure criminals are punished for their
for new sex offenders locating themselves in Horry crimes and the rights of victims are protected.
County, as they cannot live within a 1,000’ radius

"Bt §fe 1o REPFCQURIS

public safety

—SE"f frE tee—"fcoe—e "' DcZtea fdtRecordsRedention, whi

the Justice Building.

"Wauld free up space in

_ St sw=S «"...—«— ‘Zc..<=""is
of new schools, recreation centers, and parks per goggions Court cases and certain misdemeanor The Clerk of Court’s purpose is to provide all the COURT SYSTEM FJNDINGS SR .
state law. cases in Magistrate’s Court and all criminal cases services of the judicial system to the general public —f " BDce% Z3"fZe "'" =S —-St ‘Z<«.. ¢
in Family Court in Horry and Georgetown counties, for Circuit and Family Court. Their services include, Clerk of Courts need to keep up with the changing
which includes the Grand Strand and Myrtle Beach but are not limited to: population, visitors, and police personnel.vBoth
VLS T medke—cd o[ "D %o ZITHAf ea ST dW IS —— Zcc="Te <ok f.zsh‘mhfohfn%ﬁarbrsforcivilandcriminal PR °-“t-“tT "”i The feT —SE e
with the changing population, visitor numbers, and several diversion programs for adults and juveniles. court fZZ ‘'Zc...<=""Te "' e coe—t et ¢
call volume. In addition, equipment needs to be cen St T _tie Fooo f S<%S thefet TR/ Zen%o " .24 cocofZ fot opgratl%ns run, smooth$r‘ and more secure. Within
tinually updated. A training facility that includes a hich fac d iiv chall ”I q ; ments — " te— —<Ztce%kod —-St ‘Zc..
oo "feUot M _BE fLcTcs _‘W_!,Cf(c'.i es ql(y/c eng sreate to infrastruc § _ tofet Zgne 0 fv_e fri le
B« s %o 00 _ _ " > T T f ot _°°f D2, ._5;3;"19 ed Ste —St 7. <3.‘processimg arestwarrants T _
course and conference area is desirable. In addition | . ‘ y A space. A dedicated scanning department would help
f ofot77¢-t DZtt— ofcotfof I R F_#e-¥7a -Si> -e 'Tph. passportapplications Stet th froefece "—e £ Dc.. ctom7>
° — ( — — e (e — ° ° o — —_ ° — e [ Jp— ) — e o —/
R S e 5 P T W o —Sc"t PZ'“"ea s blic defender applications . .
with an oil change business is needed. FD Tt T F 13qublieg PP “Z<...c—=""Te <ok oeftte o7 okl -

Co oM o nEft f_TMite PDZVe fot fZe
S<Zt -St ""Z<«..t 't fttce% [ eRkBuildngs thvestigators@reddedted in the Drug
St "is "Pc..f ™' 7t Zcot —' .EriforcefnehtBuildifgbi Chuth Street, and Victim
es into one building to enable operations to run Advocates are located on Beaty Street. In addition,
smoother, and a location on the J. Reuben Longthe Solicitor’s Intervention Program for diversion
Detention Center campus would be ideal. A small away from the court system, is located in a fourth
sheriff's presence for security at the Court House building on the corner of 2nd Avenue and Laurel St.
would need to be maintained and the camera system Sce  —<Zt<e% <o ‘™Mot > —Sf ‘Zc..<—‘"e
within the Government and Justice Center will f <% ... ‘"D F" Sfe fFe St "
continue to require updating. The expansion of the security reasons it would be better if this program
Community Corrections Program will put off the was located in a wing of a structure that housed
construction of a new jail facility. In orderto usethis  fZ7Z *~ —St o Zc...<=""ie *
option to a greater capacity the court system must <.t Sfe '—"...Sfeftt —-St ‘7t
buy in. Last, the addition of a Jail/Diversity Program 11th Ave and Hwy 501 in Conway and is renovating
for women is needed. the building for future use.

_”(_)

‘.TMf>

Technology needs and infrastructure are another
FfeZ> oc"— %% 2t "7 —8% Zc..c—t"ie
court rooms are only equipped with a drop down

screen. All technical equipment needed for court is

The Fifteenth Judicial Circuit includes Horry and brought in da”y and must be secured. More equi.p
Georgetown Counties aims to preserve the rights ment is needed, but there is no available space to

of the citizens of these counties while prosecuting ¢+t of .. —"31 e—"f%$a o fttc—c'od o—
—S'et ™S " 'Zf-% -SF Zf™A ST {if¢- f¢z<a<'z—.tf
a team Of aSS'Stant SO|ICI'[0I‘S |nvest|gat0rs V|Ct|m Cases thls department Current'y hand'es means that
[T o f—ted fet “—[fZDctt o—f"7 "fre'eet7 ™St ™,

COURT SYSTEM

SOLICITOR'S OFFICE
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— ™ 1@& .hawker’'s and peddler’s applications

" DGOUrtGpsts « 7 1
—Sce B

<...Fe — % t-S 1t a fagity cogrt dockets j.

O f oo T DRE g foD <o % —
TET et f"f f " ,Zt*a S iWhlle.th.epOSSIblllty exists to scan the records into

7. notary public registration fet =St of-22Z2¢=% f%oco="f—-F "D,
8. Dc<Zco%o ‘~ ,‘etesfe Zc..teet fotbeexpanded._ .y,

estreatments

9. collection and disbursement of child support FIRE PROTECTION AND EMS

and alimony Horry County Fire Rescue has been in service since

10. ...°ZZ%...—<'s " %otet”fZ «tee<'200P Thé tepartment is an all-hazards emergen
cy response agency consisting of both Fire and
Emergency Medical Services (EMS), providing pro
tection in the unincorporated areas of Horry County,
Aynor and Atlantic Beach, as well as EMS coverage
in all the incorporated municipalities.

h4-7>a -8t z%7e " DHorrytCotnt FirefRedclie provided aid to the cities of
Justice Building in Conway. They have outgrown their Myrtle Beach, North Myrtle Beach, Conway, Surfside,
space, resulting in jury and waiting rooms and even Loris, Murrells Inlet, and Nichols, as well as Fairbluff,
Ziet—o fco%o ... eTE" =11 —' "D« Tabof City andtdalabashfid Kekh Carolina. These
* dE TR S E5a% - "t e 77 e cddpaRdénts alst provide aid to the county. The
c—f""a Uff—co% o—f D% <+3" D <Depdrtment kshlit intd fob vatalichd Gdographical
are already too low to address the current case Iy, operating from 46 stations. In 2024, department
load. As the county’s population grows, sowillthe e«_ f"Pce%o <o...Z—1+t wut "—ZZee—<r%
e—e k" " . feted D<Z%e ”:I:“—<”:t'|' volunﬁ'ee'rg‘”i’r ‘eec—T 4

° ) I b ™
te In a&dltlon tJthe countgrar% mujr’-umpal stations, the

- Ml#]rfllsalnl%t—earde Clty Flre Department operates

BT =fufe "Soec within aSpeC|aI P po§e District serving approx

cpstediag of civil, criminal, and family
court documents
12. preparation and maintenance of civil and

‘
[ ‘ ”

fo ‘ADZ(oi oi
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imately 25 square miles in southeastern_ Horry FIRE RESPONSE Fire Resche SemvicelC averane
County and northeastern Georgetown Counties. This . .

. . Response times are not only important for ISO
area is protected by four stations. . . .

ratings, but should also be used to inform rezoning

Currently, Horry County Fire Rescue utilizes 26 "f“ —te—e fot Zfot t3 fZ  efe— T1.. . coc'oed IDZ7F.. —<*%
EMS Transport Units to serve the entire county rapid population growth, call volume handled by
and municipalities. The headquarters is located in  Horry County Fire Rescue has risen considerably.
Conway within the M.L. Brown Building. Four vel  |n 2024, Fire Rescue responded to 83,174 calls — a
unteer-based rescue squads within Horry County 5.0% increase from 2023. Additional stations are
provide a supplement to the EMS response. A Fire planned to accommodate growing response needs
Rescue Training Academy is located on Hwy 67 in and call volumes.

Loris. To D"t o—f—ciee 71 . —""Fe—7> o—f "ttt ™Mc_S _S"tf *”
Horry County Fire Rescue does nothave aFire "1 ™1” D¢"tD«%S—1"¢4 Ztee —Sfe —SF ""—"@’ f"e¢'e o_f""
Marshal, as this responsibility is housed within the ing recommended by the National Fire Protection

Horry County Code Enforcement Department. This Association.

means that routine inspections of buildings are the

- As call volumes and development have in-
responsibility of Code Enforcement.

creased, the county has converted volunteer
o—f—<'ee - xzaS'—" "7 Tf> o—f " Oce%oa

ISO RATINGS
To accommodate cyrrent and projected needs, the

St ee—"feF FTFe TDCLT ounty whimEed foeénvBrt 16 volunteer stations
stations throughout the county. ISO is a private 4. four volunteer ladder trucks to 24-hour career

coe—"fo  f "U%hofoecoef—<'e =Sf— F"fZ _ff—-\:b D%&”” .. SFC e fUE fZet offTET —f efco—fco
capabilities. Ratlngs criteria include the distance response times, with three opened in 2024: sta
P Ede o= I Be o1 BE —frgng s (Fécre_fb‘ro$k)i 17 (M4and), and 14 (Shell).
=S DY T CfaZEoecZy ' Aa _? + -Rehovatiohs and expansmns are currently in land
TEea e—e ke foT —>TEe DD gk §1$|tfor/‘ljﬁjé|gn Snt’cdnstruction for Socastee,

f T f”f”f——-a D"t e—f-<'eca feTrigkida Cﬁéf}‘/Hnl “Maple, Goretown, Antioch,
ratings represent lower premiums assumed by the ., 1 » ™ fe'd fot foe—'—™Me D"F o f_c'ena

insurance-holder. The survey evaluates all aspects of
‘D(”:t ”i.---_:t .i,’N(--- .a f. TM:tZZ f. ™
In 2016, the 1SO rating in Horry County was
improved from a Class-5 to a Class-3.

o f"Ff "f-%1 @Sr <o o'"F —Sfe D<"F ocZFe "7t
a station. In 2024, the county had 23 ISO-10 areas
encompassing 55.77 square miles (4.44% of county
land area) with an assessed value of $26.6 million.
Future growth in these zones will result in greater
stresses on the department and higher insurance
premiums for those living there.

y e~

(grry County Flre) Rescue Reiponse Volumes

&

" fA "y te—e—s "t fe..—14& XVX{é v FA Ty e a XVX{,,é
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Unfunded projects include new stations for Oak “«<... ¥ fet "f..3"—<«<Dc...f—<"o
Street, Camp Swamp, Loris, US Hwy 378, BrownPersonnel, as well as specialized training for the
Swamp, Gilbert, Carolina Forest, Bay Road, andAdvanced Life Support providers. The department
Gunter’s Island. Additional stations, lifecycle mam is currently completing the process to become an
tenance and replacement will be needed as devel Advanced Life Support Training Center and will
opment continues. begin providing this training in-house.

EMS RESPONSE

Moving forward, the department will utilize com-
munity and citizen needs, combined with response
data to provide an EMS deployment which meets the
needs of Horry County. EMS Service will be deliv
ered through the deployment of a combination of
D" fet —"foee’'"— —ec—ed Stef
by personnel and equipment with the capability of
providing Basic Life Support Care, and Advanced Life
Support Care, driven by patient need at the onset of
the 9-1-1 call for service.

TRAINING FACILITIES

Horry County Fire Rescue will continue to seek to
improve the capabilities of their training facilities.
The current facilities, while functional, are dated in
age, as well as technology. The ability to replace the
current Fire Jraining Facility with a state-of-the-art
tramlng cen?ez cagable ();f IlvéC gurns utilizing Class
A materials, in combination with a second burn
building which utilizes Class B materials, would be
an excellent improvement for the future needs of
the members and the organization. This should be
In 2024, EMS responded to 59,443 medical calls —an ...

EMS volumes, 24-hour ambulance crews will need to a pole-barn construction type building currently
CEF fTTEtT — st D" e—f—<'ee —Sf— utilizet’bythe/depafment.

units and three stations that require additional units. updating

tools, equipment, and technology
PERSONNEL TRAINING AND
Providing the appropriate state-of-the-art training

DEVELOPMENT equipment for both the EMS instructors, and pro
The department staffs a full-time Fire Training viders, will ensure the entire department is trained
Center in the Bayboro area and has added a Mobile gnd equipped to handle any medical emergency or
Training Simulator. This allows training programs to  trauma incident.
be delivered at each of the 39 Fire Rescue Stations.
This resource will provide training in the areas of
Live Fire Training, Search and Rescue, Ladder Drills, « _—

<%OS% -%«:Zi Fe...—%a ‘ePcet t

N “ , Y e atés from Fitre Statloﬁ 37 (Allzns) located at 2501
<"tD<% S—1 fre > <ZZ-+a

In addition, the department staffs a full-time EMS Team are available to work with individuals and

‘.,,(.iT TM(—é f —”f<'<'%o —‘TM:t”é. J—
increase of 3.3% from 2023. To address the growing " —S %t ettt te '~ D<"i1D<%S—1" —"fcoce%o fo

St f—e—> <"t Fe..—% <ZADE ffe

f> f-%" "<"ta >e"a St ofe t"e 7 St

public safety

—"fcoco% "' f Rationdlly recognized program teaches people how fet 3 ' fetft D"t fof e—f—clee £
—Cft - =t 2<% ™Mc—8 ™M ZtD St —%oSE £ . —51: s TM_ o8 o fe_"fe_
to prevent losses. ™7t Zeof - tee'Z<tf—F fZZ "D«

OUTDOOR BURNING safety was residents' foremost concern

Horry County has taken steps in recent years t0 | addition, respondents indicated they were willing

"Ft— . ™MZTDE Tceerd o trsza g paVé;tra‘f‘r irford9emehts to public safety ser

no Ionger authorized in any development of 11 lots \ice. pPublic Safety, including emergency prepared
or more within unincorporated area of the county. Toed D" of " t—>4 Tot"%ote..> otTc.

All other areas within the county, are regulated by rqyisions for our judicial system should remain

the South Carolina Forestry Commission. As the pres g of the forefront topics for improvement for the
sures for development increase, so will the dangers county.

‘N MZtD " fe <o =St ™MZtZfet —7, fe <o—f""f ... % a
Regulations will need to be continually evaluated

and updated to reduce these risks further.

FIRE RESCUE FINDINGS

—];D D%zo Zfii'% fet "f.o.<Zc—cte o—e— otf’ "f . f ' ot
~_the eémergency res ponse needs of a constantly
changing jnd mcreasmg full-time and transient
population in Horry County. Outdated equipment
needs to be replaced. In conjunction with this, the
continuation of studies for the locations and need
for new Fire Rescue Facilities, and addition of career
staff to volunteer stations, to ensure the expanding
Fire and EMS needs of the community are met.
Coordination with Planning and Zoning on rezon
ing cases to ensure response times are maintained

within proper parameters should be implemented.

CONCLUSIONS

Cf Dce%o ZITEZe e—e— ottt — ™S St . SfeY%oce%o 1 —
lation and visitor numbers for all safety departments.

« Z IN®wreguipment and training will need to be met to

ensure a high level of service is provided when it

Training Division in the M. L. Brown Building. These %o ”‘—'e —‘ feece— ™ (_§ ™ 7+P"f ’'"1~ 1« comesto thesalety of the community. Adding a 5th

members deliver all the required initial emergency and as the liaison with Firewise USA, a program
Basic Life Support training, CPR training, in-ser of the National Fire Protection Association. This

256

Police Precinct will allow for greater police cover
age and response times. In addition, numerous new
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Chapter 9

transportation

Tfeetof—cte "Zf>e f << f2Z " REGIONALPLANNINGEFFORTS

NE____¢e . L Z — e z ~ 3 — A *<%o*<O«... ® —
neZ gt << .i :{T<f <T£”iZ"<- ii.a_ fo ]jrSevera qgen& ; elr(g/ol(vedfm transportation

o f—et —Vfee U foc'e "EL _____,plannlﬁgg equr{szn@ud@g the Grand Strand Area
. fZ& e—f—F4a fet "—fe "tti"f2 __Tramsp@ntthora Study {GSAT S}, Waccamaw Regional
%08 .. 'ee—"— ... —c'eo e_fetf Tea feEouncigfiGoveimenty (MRCOG), and numerous
%o —<TtZceted """ EL..— "t <t 1e—caDntydepaftmentstlfi aedifiont the South Carolina
sometimes decades prior to the actual construc Department of Transportation (SCDOT) and area
—cte T f ™ N f «Zc—> T <o’ "7 ¥« T rudicipalifies play aeritical role in identifying
—"feet N =f—<te T ET .. - ™M<=S "—nterjdrishiictioNatproject Heetis.

.. i o0 ( — ) a
. ) L ‘ . . Grand Strand Area Transportation Study (GSATS)
SF  Tfeei—focte Ziede- <Te 'is fhe I\ﬁetfo%élltén Planning Organization (MPO)

¢ _”foo””_f_( ° o)o_ioo o:t"~ '%0‘
J—tco% F8co—co% "'flea Zf feslgna];qdb thre Fe al,,nghwayAdmlnlstratlon

”‘fT Co'" "fete—e fof of™ "ift FHWA) for theurpFS |zed region of Brunswick,

Comco%o —"foece ""Et.. —oh tEco—c .#orfy, ?nd,,Georngown COUﬂtI%S_t It is made up of
fot "$tte—"cfe “f..< 2 (—<ted representation from each of the three counties,

municipalities, COAST RTA, SCDOT, and WRCOG.

GSATS agencies analyze the short- and long-range
transportation needs of the region and offer a public
forum for transportation decision-making.
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GSATS 2045
Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP)

The plan addresses a minimum of a 20-year planning

horizon and includes both long- and short-range

strategies and actions that lead to the development

of an integrated, intermodal transportation system

—Sf— "f..<Z<—f—Fe =St T " Pc..cfe— o TFefe_ " f7F fof
goods. The Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP)

is a 10-year capital project plan adopted by GSATS

and SCDOT. The local TIP also includes a three-year

estimate of transit capital and maintenance require

ments. The projects within the TIP are derived from Urbanized Aveas
the MTP.

The Waccamaw Regional Council of Govern- ot
ments (WRCOG) :

Zfeece%o "Ffo
a4 xvxya

o
an

SCDOT
the Rural Long Range Transportation Plan. The TIP is

o' ‘eZ>s f "Zfe ,—— f Do flZ> .. 'ee—
Additionally, it covers other federally funded prot
ect awards designated to a municipality or agency
within rural jurisdictions. These federally funded
projects are typically expected to be undertaken
during a six-year period.

SCDOT partnered with WRCOG to develop the Rural
Long-Range Transportation Plan to identify and
prioritize state highway needs for areas outside
of the MPO. The Rural Long Range Transportation
Improvement Plan covers funded Regional Mobility

Program regional improvement projects that comply
e S el ss 1ot PPEGALZED STUDIES AND PLANS

Beyond regional planning initiatives mandated to
receive federal and state transportation funding,
GSATS and the agencies involved in it have developed
several transportation plans and studies relevant to
unincorporated Horry County. These plans are used
to inform future corridor design and bicycle and
pedestrian needs. The county utilizes these plans

2045 Metropolitan Transportation _ - F
to ensure that development in these areas coincides

Plan Update : :
Adomedoamberfm with the recommendations of the plans.
The Kings Highway Corridor Study (2008) area
‘ ‘ covers the section of US 17 Kings Hwy from Farrow
o ta 4 xvxya Parkway up to the City limits of North Myrtle Beach.
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In the county’s jurisdiction, it addresses the area
known as Restaurant Row. The plan includes rec
ommended projects and design cross sections for
the corridor.

The Northeast Area Transportation Plan (2009)
study area was bounded by SC 22 to the west, SC
90 and SC 57 to the north, SC 9 to the east, and the
Intracoastal Waterway to the south. The study area
also included the Little River Neck area south of the
Intracoastal and east of SC 9. The plan looked beyond
the roadway to determine the effects of growth on
the built environment and acknowledges the impor
tance of balancing the land use and transportation
equation. The plan provides tools aimed at creating

a successful merger between smart growth and the
demands of the roadway users. The plan includes a
Transportation Best Practices Toolbox which pre
vides background information and guiding principles
on access management, collector street planning,
complete streets, and interchange design. It also
provides detailed cross sections, including median,
bicycle and pedestrian, and right of way needs for
portions of SC 90 and SC 9.

The Comprehensive Road Improvement Plan is also
known as the dirt road paving plan. This plan was
developed to address road improvement needs for
the unincorporated areas of the county. It is regu
larly updated by Horry County Council as projects
are completed or deemed infeasible. Projects are
added to the plan as approved by Resolution by
County Council.

multi-use urban spine trail
system

The East Coast Greenway Master Plan (2003) plan

focuses on the 92 miles of trail that will make up the

East Coast Greenway route through Horry County  ._ «f._ »yi.omy,
t

"..t8 ,cetic—>a cata
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and Georgetown County. The plan is being imple ies range in size and design based on the area of
mented through Transportation Alternatives Funds which they are implemented to target. Horry County

that are prioritized and allocated for the devel largely relies on GSATS and the WRCOG to develop
opment of the East Coast Greenway in the GSATSts transportation plans. As unincorporated Horry
region. Sections of the East Coast Greenway haveCounty begins to develop and urbanize, the demand
been completed in unincorporated Horry County, for localized planning efforts will increase. Such

and the entire 13 miles in the City of Myrtle Beach *Z fee<e% ...f* "tDcef fet tIDcet ... rs-
have been completed. Efforts are underway to cen and shape quality growth.

nect existing sections of trail throughout the county.

Horry County has the largest road network of any

Horry County Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan county in South Carolina. It includes federal, state,
_ tfe—<Bcte o _ec_cte "7 9% lpgal and privategoads, The gapacity and condition
for bicyclists and pedestrians, including projects =~ " FS<e—<edho "fT o —TM e <o e DZ—

associated with roadway improvements and trail land use and growth. Transportation strategies that
systems to connect neighborhoods and destinations. Strive to reduce congestion by increasing capacity
“tf-ta —St 'Zfe <tte—<Dcte —SF & making.the grest (ffnalzeady existing capacity are
Forest and Burgess communities. However, there is likely to have the following effects (APA, 2007):
an expressed desire to expand the plan to include all 1. more effective use of existing infrastructure;
the bicycle and pedestrian needs of unincorporated 2. increased single occupancy vehicle trips;
Horry County. 3. excessive pavement;
St ‘fe-— "feec— FTHZ''ete— 7 [ é BXCpSEiVEURaN sprawl;
year plan addressing transit needs in Horry and
Georgetown Counties. Written in 2010 and updat
ed in 2014, the Plan lays out a series of service
and capital improvements for the regional transit
system. Recommendations include several service
co’" "tefe_e <o Z—tco%o FtE feec'e " DIt V' ——1
service to Loris, Longs, and North Myrtle Beach,
introduction of a vanpool program and more tour
ist-based service. The Plan also laid out a series of
capital improvements for the system, including a
bus stop sign/shelter program and replacement
of the system’s operating and maintenance facility.

EXISTING PLANS FINDINGS

Transportation plans and studies are currently

underway in Horry County. These plans and stud
‘—"...ta a xvx{a

265



Horty County Transpottation
Imagine 2040

5. decreased transit and multimodal trips; and f"F —>'«..fZZ> ...Zfee<Dctt ,» =St
6. possibly excessive travel. tTfcZs ="f "D, .f—e— a

Land-use regulations that separate uses and limit When rezoning requests and new developments are
densities are likely to have two effects (APA, 2007): being planned, Horry County evaluates the capacity
of the existing roadway system and those roadways

1. increased congestion; and L
within the proposed development.

2. increased urban sprawl.
New public or private roadways are designed

ROAD CLASSIFICATION to ensure that the roadway will function as
o , intended and will provide «f"t fet £ O«...cf
Horry County maintains a total of 1,577 miles of " Q... + ~thethe public.

county roads, of which 1122 miles are paved and 455 ) _ _

miles are unpaved. Additionally, the South Carolina G€0metric features, such as sight distances for
Department of Transportation manages a total of stopping on horizontal and vertical curves, corner
1,321 miles of primary and secondary state roads sight distances, and horizontal and vertical curves

within the county (SCDOT, 2023)Most roads within ~ 27€ sized and designed in accordance with the stan
new subdivisions are conveyed to the county. Roads 9&rds published in the South Carolina Department
of Transportation Highway Standards Manual or

“ft ZfeecDc.. . f—c's

Street Type Function Guideline Maximum ADT
Major Arterial Artery conveying more than 9000 ADT. 9001+
URIR fZ ="f" E)(... f -1 > TM(—S(‘ I'(Ti‘—<f2 T teet ..<fZ fr if‘ —Sf NI
iZf—< t7> S<%oS ="f B Z—-i- fef ..te e —-’f Do "o fU_f"fZ o— "t le o Z
Minor Arterial free "ttt e—"Fif—ed —e T—e e <o — ’"‘-‘—i -St "'ttt BZ'™8,001 -9000D«¢...a fo e—

parking shall be permitted along and no residences should have direct access
to such roads.

et —mr fef Tl ——Fe "D L E-TMEE. Z'™M3e "ttt fet S<%St a'"ti” .

frr te Zf "%t —="f" D<... “tZ—et f- Sc%S TFITA —e..—cfe gaot et Y 7

Collector D7 ™A SEE R h fr et fot Tt f beo T8 v 200 S04 =55 Ty

prohibited.
. This is a collector road that is usually within a master planned community. The )
Neighborhood Collector road volumes are too high to provide direct access to the street. 2,001 - 4,000

“(tte '\nx._f%o A f ______ Tee ¢ Zx_.é f.T N f (:t. —’f D(._ (o~ fTGE (.(.%0 f ______ :'to
Sub-collector o’ ii—-a Techoodt = .f7""> etef™MGSf_ S %St "fTDc... T'Z50243,000<-S —"f " D«<... Z«

to motorists having origin or destination within the immediate nelghborhood

CCTEe CMte—fY%et T f o fee =0 Z'-eh fef L f"cEe ="f DL §foco%h THemcofocte

Access Street origin on the street itself.

A service road that typically provides access to lots whose primary frontage
is on a collector or arterial status road. On same level as an access street, but -51-00

A FE e e fetf e [ 7oA S'—Zf .t Thechoott —' feoot—"f%
shall not be limited to one (1) access point.

— %S -"f"D...

A non-exclusive and appurtenant easement. The primary function is to provide
Shared Private Driveway access to three or fewer lots. Shared private driveway easements are intended 30
"fTD<.. o't te Zfee —Sfe —te ocZt 't S'—"4

td S'efe o ———ted eata ‘—"..fa 7" ‘—e—>& xvx{a
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Z——< - f —f—< Zfeecoe%o fof —-o

ta "' —eea & "o < fZA& Zf-—co%o f..oeete

f_(‘o e fo"'& oI ‘z
Affect Transportation

tDcoco% [ F%o < ofZ FTtZete— f——1%"e

Regional Planning
Transit-Oriented Development
Corridor Planning

Jobs-Housing Balance
Urban Growth Boundaries
Creating Livable Places
Zoning: Mix of Use and Density
Performance Zoning
Designing for Density/Amenity
Street Connectivity
Streetscape
Providing Public Infrastructure and Services
Provision: Where and How
Pricing
Concurrency/Impact Fees
Miscellaneous Policies
Pricing Externalities
Changes in Property Taxation
Purchase of Transfer of Development Rights

faof—ciem "PDeaicteo— "—% f %t

Zfooco%o oe'..<f—c¢'sd XVV}A

c—i%focte ™M= feot o
o 17817 “%eZcrh o..d

o<t fr.L S

—7.FE oS es "7 -8% I™ 7 feceed cata

the American Association of State Highway and
11](:..1;11_](_(‘. AE)(...(fZ'
way type that will be constructed.

MAINTENANCE

Road maintenance responsibilities depend upon the

ownership of the road. SCDOT is responsible for the

maintenance of State-maintained roadways. Horry
County Public Works and Engineering departments
are responsible for roads within the county’s main
tenance system, both paved and unpaved.

Paved roadways are repaired and resurfaced

with road fee funds. Road fee funds also assist

with the paving of four miles of unpaved roads
a year, largely in rural parts of the county.

100 miles of dirt roads were paved through RIDE
2 funding along with the resurfacing of 67 miles

of existing paved roads. RIDE 3 paved 100 miles

of dirt roads and resurfaced 100 miles of paved
roads. RIDE 4 will fund the paving of 200 miles of
dirt roads and resurfacing of 100 miles of paved

Transpottation

roads through 2050. All unimproved roadways are ing capacity (the number of vehicles per hour the
selected for paving through the priority ranking of  roadway can handle without creating congestion),

the county’s Comprehensive Dirt Road Paving Plan. and estimated or observed vehicle speeds. When
Routine maintenance and scraping of unimproved —S% "‘ft™f> —"f"D«¢... "*Z—ef t§.. 5%
roadways are funded by the General Fund. Private —S$ "' ft™ f>4 —S$ “f...<Z<=> Z'efe - -
road maintenance is the responsibility of the owner ‘"t —"f"D«c... fet ,f.. "¢Fe . ‘e%fe—FTa
or often a homeowners’ association. similar to the A to F grading system used in school.

LEVEL OF SERVICE S<Zt i”fZ—f_—_:t- =" f Db L%
one measure of the condition of roadways and
Based on the Highway Capacity Manual by the does not provide solutions to resolving congestion.
Transportation Research Board of the National Often times, the easy assumption is that a roadway
Academies (TRB), Level of Service (LOS) is a scaléreeds to be widened, when the issue may be solved
used to evaluate how the use of a roadway compares | > —"f "BD«¢... Z<%S— —coce%o ‘7 ——"e¢ Zf
to the number of vehicles it was designed to accom congestion may be relieved through improved road
modate. Transportation planners derive LOS for a Conqectivity_ Understanding driver origins and
TFE™Fs > FSfecece%o <~ =7 f7D<.. .desthatiorsidextrémély important to identifying

fe—fZ-,fett ‘e =St "' f1

Xvwe ‘fT™f> ¢~iz S S T T "t f
‘—r...fa 4 xvxya
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(V/C) Ratio

A <0.5

B >0.49and <=0.74

C >0.74 and <= 1.0

D >1.0and <=1.15

E >1.15and <=1.34

F >1.34
‘—r..t8 '—=S fUtZ«of —f-1™ctt "f7FZ fefet
XV W —Fref . —«< 17tz E F o0
— fa XVXY&
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Volume to Capacity

long-term solutions. The county can assess the loca
tion of major destinations such as shopping centers,
schools, and employment centers. It can also utilize
available information from Bluetooth users to better
understand their travel patterns, especially for vaca
tioners traveling in from out of the region and the
state. Understanding existing and future land use
patterns can inform the need for new roadways and

_”fAD(-.. <.1”‘~¢.:t.—.a
INTERSECTIONS

Signalization and intersection improvements can
sfef%t —"f " Dc«... DZ'™ —* "1t — .

environmental impacts such as fuel consumption
and emissions, and reduce congestion from normal
and unexpected delays.

‘t1Z .. —ete—f-c'e4 cata

(n_ e in "t f
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Failing intersections are a primary cause of
—"f 0. TEZf>e fof "7 $7FZ2 *7

Local jurisdictions will be responsible for taking the
signage to the'next level by ensuring that people can
ings from roadways. A progressive-controlled easily be directed to major attractions and destina

*<%oefZ e>e—te .. fe CTeef =1 = tionS) Ultimately,” Su€h signage should reduce the
along a corridor to allow vehlcles to move S R PR S R NN L

through multiple signals without stopping . D Co fof ‘e " _8t "f%e< o

”fAE)(... '(%o’fZ' f”:t ”fiT f—””"”(f-iZ) foT e>e
chronized so when a vehicle is released from one EMERGENCY VEHICLE PREEMPTION

intersection the signal at the next intersection will Emergency Vehicle Preemption is another method to
be green by the time the vehicle reaches it. Likewise

_ _ _ _ ' alter signalization when an oncoming emergency or
avdaptlve signal control involves continuously col other swtably egwgped vehlcle changlng the indica
Z:t _<.%0 f——‘.f iT (.—:t”.i —( [ —_—

FoukodefZz — %omtte -

" f U%“Q the vglymgs/tolaltqu signal timing and phasing ¢ gesjred travel Preemptlpn improves emergency

wde— [ e tf-t fo-—fZ ”ifz\z?%ﬁéleii‘es ohs® time, refuces vehicular lane and
umes. Adaptive signal control can increase isolated roadway blockages, and improves the safety of the
intersection capacity as well as improve overall cor  » Te'tett e 5 e ‘'ice%y . eDTc.. —<2%

ridor mobility by up to 20% during off-peak periods g ch investments can make the difference between
and 10% during peak periods. Beyond signalization it and death for those needing medical assistance.

improvements, other intersection improvements,
such as lighting, crosswalks, and appropriately ©On November 15, 2024, GSATS was awarded a

Thec%oott ——"e Zfoted .. fo ofet . 3200490 gr tk_)ytge_FFfl-l,\NAso install EVP at inter
in reducing crashes. sections on US 501 and US 17 in Horry County. The

EVP system will interface with existing EVP signals
in the City of Myrtle Beach and improve emergency

o "te'teet "1Sc.. .2t PZ'™ —-S"'— %S -Sg
Navigation to and around the Grand Strand and to decreasing travel times, the project will reduce

Witbi,r’]‘its individual communities can be improved 4 i "Ohote..> "te'test “£8¢.. 7t .. ' eD7<
7 — %S ™MD ceT %o Koo fRFA joibESUA Lo e

ated an origin-destination study to obtain a better

idea of how drivers navigate throughout the Grand

Strand. Despite SC 22 being available, in addition to

the widening of SC 9, the study informed the county

and GSATS that these roadways were still not being

capitalized on by people traveling in and out of town

to visit the beach. This was largely due to navigation

systems not directing people to use these routes

and because there was limited directional signage

leading to and around the Grand Strand. Since this

e——1t> ™Mfe te'Zi-_Ft4 Sfe cooe—fZZF1T ™Mfs5Pce

ding signage throughout the region. §fe'Z%1 7 "<hocom Fe—cof-cte ——1> tet— -t "7
f—r...ta a4 xvw}a
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Emergency Vehicle Preemption (EVP) Corridors SAFETY Countywide Crash and Fatality Trends
fTBan LT feSTEe o7 f ot fe—"1 2018 20190 2020 2021 2022 2023
provide an indicator of where road improvements

are necessary. Unfortunately, Horry County, including Crashes ~ 10,319 10,525 9,459 11,594 11,076 11,109
its municipalities, has led the State of South Carolina

o —=SF e—e 17 " _Vf D, “f-flc—ctolFapRiez TL fZPB . "PeS 0 80 66
fet ysaw™ *~ fZZ -"f " Dc... “f—f2<—<:tAI- H,I:'FR_II-‘v‘(-jiio trszeetrtu

. coNnol Relate
occurred in Horry County urban areas. Fatalities 18 26 18 32 87 28

Distracted driving, people not knowing where they  Bike and Pedes-

] . trian Crashes 172 184 149 187 186 172
are going, alcohol use, and not wearing seatbelts

frdoteste Tftte o U ey B ARRets g[S a0 10
<co—""c. . fZZ>a '""> ‘—e—> "fIO0«. T f=fZ<=<te <o
volving an alcohol-impaired driver constitute Motoreyele 391 398 339 403 364 355
approximately 39 percent of the total fatali-
ties in that county each year. Motorcycle 18 24 10 17 23 12
‘—r...ta 4 XVWYya&XVXXa
Crashes and Fatalities per Population and Vehicle Countywide Crash and Fatality Trends

Miles Traveled (VMT)

‘7. fA "> e—e—> Zfeeco%o foT ‘ece%od f—r...ta a Xvwyaexvxxa
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Streetside Dimensions for Thoroughfares

under Constrained Conditions

Streetside Zone Minimum Dimension

Residential (All Context Zones)

Edge and Furnishing Zone 3 feet
(Planting Strip, utilities, etc.)
Clear Pedestrian Travel Way 5 feet
Frontage Zone 1 foot
Total Minimum Streetside Width: 9 feet

Commercial with Ground Floor Retail (All Context Zones)

Edge and Furnishing Zone 4 feet
(Treewell*, utilities, bus stops, etc.)
Clear Pedestrian Travel Way 6 feet
Frontage Zone 2 feet
Total Minimum Streetside Width: 12 feet

Zfe— teZs oofZ77 . fZ<1” —"FFe z Tofef—1" ™MSte f—.
- o Mfeett"_focte % ceft”ed cATA
In addition, Horry County has a high number of network is a critical factor in ensuring the safe and
motorcycle and moped fatalities. Speeding is exacer f " D«...<fe— —"f"F7Z *° ‘=S "fectFoe—o fo
bated by population growth (WMBF, 2020). Reducing addition, there should be ongoing efforts to ensure
—"f "Dc<... o'ttt > =St T<—<... fZ 1Teeddynavigabiliy.’As purfand tse decisions are made,
walkable neighborhoods (StreetsMN, 2015). careful consideration should be made regarding the
needs and capacity of the transportation system.

The roadway network is the most important aspect COMPLETE STREETS

of Horry County’s transportation system, as it bears Complete Streets are streets designed and operated
the burden of transporting the majority of goods and to enable safe access for all users, including pedes
people throughout the region. The region’s economic trians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all
vitality is dependent on this roadway network, which  ages and abilities. Complete Streets make it easy to
makes the area accessible for commuter, industrial, cross the street, walk to shopping areas, and bicycle
commercial, tourism and other day-to-day uses. to work. Ultimately, complete streets can shape com
munity form and interaction, can improve safety and
" Dc..cte—2Z> f.. ... ‘oo’ tf—t fZZ o' Tt
simultaneously creating a greater sense of place and
fostering quality of life.

This system should be viewed as an indispensable
regional economic asset that requires constant
reinvestment to protect the economic stability of

the region. Maintenance and safety of the roadway
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There is no singular design prescription for Complete
Streets: each is unique and responds to its communi
ty context. A complete street may include sidewalks,
bike lanes or wide paved shoulders, bus lanes, cem
fortable and accessible public transportation stops,
frequent and safe crossing opportunities, median
islands, accessible pedestrian signals, curb exten
sions, narrow travel lanes, roundabouts, and more.

balance safety and convenience

INTERCONNECTIVITY

In many places built since the 1950s, roadway
design usually means a system of widely spaced,
large arterials fed by smaller roadways that rarely

connect with each other. This system concentrates
o' —""coett -"f " D«<...
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which causes longer, indirect trips and limitsoppor  "F T —eT fe...> <o ="fF "D, . f'f .. <
tunities for alternate routes. e—"ft—ed ‘e %Ve TEY f Z'ee " _Vf"E

be tempered with surplus capacity elsewhere.

A network of Complete Streets works best with short

block lengths. Short blocks are important to pedes

trians and cyclists because they reduce the total

distance traveled and provide direct access to prop
— 2. ="fee’ " _f_c'e f7Ze' Sfe f TcehBies. Shdrter-blocks afldWdapd use to evolve and

isolated neighborhoods with only one ortwo entryor  ftf = ‘"3” —<etd " “<tce%o TE 172 ote

exit points. So, people end up driving, even for very

short trips. Connectivity (or permeability) refers to

the directness of links and the density of connections 300

in a transport network. A highly permeable network and 400 feet

has many short links, numerous intersections, and

few dead ends. As connectivity increases, travel dis 1,800 feet

tances decrease and route options increase, allowing e this allows for environmental constraints, it
more direct travel between destinations, creating &  yses not prioritize the need for shorter block lengths

more accessible fand resilient tra.nsportatiorl system.  4nd more walkable neighborhoods. The county also
The concept of interconnectivity is applicable at - joes not require road interconnectivity to adjacent

regional and neighborhood scale. subdivisions or commercial centers, although it

‘oot . —FT e—"Ft—e ... fe "It — .. 1fdoegn@ prohibitit %he Future Land Use Map
> feo frece%o — D fol T E7coflot — D PZ—ae M-S —Sco Zfe L f
Networks of connected Complete Streets can carry interconnectivity in suburban and urbanizing areas.
as many travelers as conventional sprawling road  the county has standards for the number of entry

way design, but do not rely on a sparse network of \avs into a subdivision based on the number of
major arterials. An interconnected network provides

indirect routes lengthen their trips
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units within the development. This is in large part
for public safety purposes for emergency response.

Access management techniques usually control and

regulate the location, spacing, and design of drive

Transpottation

TMf).é .:t-l-(f..é .iT(f. ":t.(.%o.é _”fAD(.-. .(%o.fz.é f.T

freeway interchanges. By varying interconnectivity

and access management standards by urban, subur
ban, and rural geographies, the county could have

a greater capability to incorporate multimodalism,

enhance safety, develop community centers, and

ultimately guide and enhance community character.

Design guidelines with minimum dimensions not

‘e7> tee_—_"1% TMfZOf,,(Z(—) ,— — fZ-‘ Tt —e<P <<t T

landscapes for pedestrian-friendly streets. As shared
streets should accommodate diverse activities,
LteectEf—t " f D L te=""7 fof
be required at multiway intersections. In addition,
network capabilities should be analyzed before
designing walkable urban thoroughfares.

BICYCLE & PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES

Alternative modes of transportation other than the
automobile include such activities as walking or
riding a bike either for recreational or work com-
muting purposes. In Horry County most bicycle and
pedestrian facilities are located within incorporated
municipalities, such as Aynor, Conway, Loris, Myrtle
Beach and North Myrtle Beach. While similar facili
ties exist in the county, there are numerous opper
tunities to strengthen connectivity within adjoining
communities and throughout the region.

integrate bicy-
cle and pedestrian facilities into all its road
projects

This has resulted in an increase in bicycle and pedes
trian facilities in unincorporated Horry County in

—foGco. Vot e foyte mctes fo 7oy
‘7 1A ‘e%o"tee "7 —8F 1™ " fecesd xvw}a

recent years. Bicycle and pedestrian facilities can

be incorporated into most roadway designs, wheth

er in a downtown, along a major thoroughfare or
™c_Sce f of<¢%S, "S*'ta tec%e 'Zf>
role in making an inviting and safe place for walkers
and cyclists. If not designed appropriately for road
width and speed, a sidewalk or bike lane will not
be used. Similarly, if safety measures are not put in
place along off-road trails and greenways, they will
go unused. The design standards for an urban area
should vary from those in a suburban neighborhood,
as the expectations of users vary in each area.

Planning and design of the bike and pedestrian
infrastructure should build upon the existing seg
ments and networks within the region and strive
to implement facilities that attract new users while
linking destination and providing more accessibility.

interconnectivity

These include areas of high bicycle and pedestrian
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demands, integration of Safe Routes to School pfin installation completed by developers.
ciples, and multiple design standards of roadways
to include sidewalks, multi-use paths, landscaped
buffers, and intersection improvements. Beyond
community needs, the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
also addresses regional connectivity through such
routes as the East Coast Greenway. Multiple sections
have been completgd in Horry County._ However, > T 7efee fof fof ‘eS%™ttt 7
the greatest constraint for the completion of the
: : Shared Use Path

East Coast Greenway and other regional bicycle

Arterial (Carolina Forest Boulevard) and pedestrian facilities is the lack of a dedicated Wilderness Lane and Longwood Drive play a crucial
funding source for their construction beyond the role in connecting the nearby residential areas to
small amount that GSATS communities compete the local transportation network, offering access
for each year. In unincorporated Horry County, the between US 17 and SC 544. The planned shared
installation of bicycle and pedestrian facilities is use paths will establish essential connections for
largely dependent upon road widening projects or pedestrians and cyclists from these communities to

the current sidewalks on SC 707 and TPC Boulevard.

In July 2024, Horry County received $4 million
for new multi-use paths along Longwood Drive,
Wilderness Lane, and Salem Roatlhese paths
will offer a safe travel corridor for pedestrians and
bicyclists by segregating motorized vehicles.

Collector (International Drive)

Downtown (Downtown Conway (N Main Street))

Street Typologies Neighborhood (The Market Common) P fZ Treem Foocte T feo ffe TERe™fy o —ece TRt TSt
‘—"..f& -"ti-ec34 xvx{a ‘" t8 fe— ‘fe— "ffe™f>4 eata
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Conway to Myrtle Beach Multi-Use Path T—Tec——"%a U T et D foctee = ot
Corridor space is shared by multiple transportation modes.

This multi-use path corridor, connecting Conway and
Myrtle Beach, consists of three sections with three
different jurisdictions. Horry County is responsible
for a portion runs from Carolina Forest Boulevard
to George Bishop Parkway at the Intracoastal
Waterway. The main users of the corridor will be
cyclists and pedestrians and will be built alongside Streetscaping is often combined with bicycle and

the railroad tracks on the eastern side, spanning a Pedestrian improvements and lighting to improve

total of 12,305 feet, from where the current path safety and provide a greater sense of belonging for

network ends at Carolina Forest Boulevard to Christa 1tS USers. Streetscaping should be done according 5
McAuliffe Street. An 8’ shared use path will extend = = f T .ZfeecDe focie =" Lee—"1 —5S¢
from Christa McAuliffe Street, running alongside the [ ® T ="f"Bc.. of jfT o fe f feetTf-F «-a
western edge of the railroad and stretching all the [ - """<T™" ™c=8S «—="BDc . cfe— "o fo. .

way to River Oaks Drive, totaling 5,550 linear feet. aCCeSS, and onsite circulation may be candidates

_ o for median treatments. A median-divided roadway
As Horry County continues to grow, it will need to it te M fRD DZ ™4 "ttt  te Ce%ofe—c'ed fot

< e

continue to build out its Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Co "t fete =" f D of t—>A <o flfcmc'e = "fco"te—eteo

t_o mcludg all unlr?corporat.ed areas. |t should "?‘e” into a community. While medians restrict some left-
tify creative funding solutions to support growing ” “fete—ed CEUfZ7 —"f D t1Zf>e

disadvantaged areas

-

7 EE "7y fe—e—s Zfeece% o ‘ece%od

) _ ) "+ "tt—... %1
recreational desires of our residents. ThetT e % ' eDZc..—co% “1Sc..7%e "o _8F efceZcota

» 2

Landscaping and gateway features incorporated into
Salem Road Shared Use Path median treatments improve the aesthetics of the
Salem Road is an important connection for the grow  corridor, in turn encouraging investment in the area.

ing Burgess Area of Horry County, providing access
to Highway 707 and St. James High School from vari
ous residential communities. A new sidewalk on the

south side of Salem Road will link pedestrians from

these communities to the existing sidewalks on SC

Horry County has made extensive efforts in recent

years to improve the gateway corridors into Horry

County, including US 501 between Carolina Forest

and Myrtle Beach, US 17 Business in Garden City, and

) ) _ the US 17 & SC 22 Interchange in Arcadian Shores.

707 and to the St. James High School. The project will Fhemc o fZ Ffem—cDc. foc's £77"e f75 —etgrmf, f_

construct a 5’ concrete sidewalk on the south side of the US 17 Bypass & Holmestown Road intersection.
Salem Road between SC 707 and Freewoods Road.

-St” ""Et...—ed e—..S fe =St ff——<Pc...f-<'e " -St
501 corridor between SC 544 and Carolina Forest

Blvd, the SC 544 & US 17 Bypass Interchange, and

In a residential area, this policy allows motorists, the US 17 Bypass in Garden City, are planned.

cyclists, and pedestrians to use the same road space

without designated travel lanes. Residential shared
street design should incorporate signage, street

Residential Shared Street Policy

The Garden City streetscaping project will include

improvements on Waccamaw Drive from Melody
L tA "> e Zfeece%o 1 ‘ece%od
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Lane to the county line and on Atlantic Avenue
between the marsh and Waccamaw Drive, accomypa
nied by pedestrian and bicycle facilities. $46 million
is allocated to this project. While funding can be
secured for the installation, there is no dedicated
T—et<e% o —" . F 7 e—f " Dce% —
tenance costs, such as pruning, plant replacement,
mowing, litter removal, irrigation, and lighting.

Lighting is another component of streetscaping
that can not only improve safety, but also help
people know that they have arrived to a destination.
Roadway lighting needs vary throughout the county
based upon road type, as illumination for a highway
is different from the lighting needs along a boule
vard or park setting. Lighting is funded in special
tax districts in unincorporated Horry County and
Accommodation Tax allocations in Garden City and
Arcadian Shores. If a community desires roadway
lighting, it is best funded through homeowners’
associations or through special tax districts.

Horry County continues to partner with community
groups via Keep Horry County Beautiful to advance
T f=1 L Ff——<Dc. f=<'e £77 " —eq
partnerships can be seen along Carolina Forest Blvd
and River Oaks Drive, where Beautify Carolina Forest
has taken the initiative to plant and maintain the
medians in that community. Horry County assisted
with that effort by providing landscape design and
recommendations. The county has also worked with
other community groups to install gateway signage,
but there are many more community and business
partnerships to be forged to further community
branding and streetscape improvements.

COMPLETE STREETS FINDINGS

employment, and community centers. There are
multiple steps that the county should take to pursue
a complete streets network, ranging from changes
in land use to making improvements along existing
roadways.

“ThetFutdré® Lah#° usE ‘Map, zoning, and Land

Development Regulations serve as mechanisms to
support the development of traditional communities
with complete streets. Additionally, funding and
community partnerships will be needed to foster
unique identities through streetscaping and com

munity signage.

PUBLIC TRANSIT

Public transit is the transport of passengers by
group travel systems available for use by the general
public, typically managed on a schedule, operated
on established routes, and that charge a posted fee
for each trip. Examples of public transit include
buses, trolleys, passenger trains, and airlines. Private
operators, including limousine, taxi services, and
shared ride (Uber/Lyft) are also available through

SutfHorry Gountlyes " —Stet

residents

tourists

Access to jobs, medical care, shopping, recreational
activities, needed services, and all other aspects
of daily life are provided by these options. These
needs increase tremendously during the peak tourist
season and continue through the remaining off-peak

Complete Streets is a common way to enhance and season. As the area’s population has grown, and

create a sense of community, promote active life
styles, and provide equitable access to shopping,
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continues to do so, convenient and reliable transit
service will become an even greater necessity.
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vehicles and 10 paratransit vehicles.

“fe— fZe' *""F"e f D<SFT " ——1 o

Public transit in Horry County is mainly comprised ~NOtels and Broadway at the Beach, known as the
“C DCETT " ——1% fet thefet "feltes Enteptainment Shyittle RQute. With projected increas
riders typically fall into one of two categories — €S In Population and tourist expectancy, the expan
choice or captive. Choice transit riders choose to Sion of this service to the entirety of the Grand Stand
leave their vehicle at home to save time and money €gion could be needed in the future.
or for other reasons, while captive riders use transit ~ « trtra ‘fe— LRt (e DZf %=
because they have no other option. Captive riders g system of designated bus stops with signs. While
include those too young to drive, the elderly, persons some stops in Myrtle Beach and Conway have shel
™c—S tceof ,«Zc—<ted fot —S'et ™ terSandpassenderBadsf theredréno bus pull-offs
means to own and operate a personal vehicle. or shelters in unincorporated Horry County. Many
Waccamaw Regional Transit Authority (COAST Stops, particularly in unincorporated areas, lack
RTA) is the major provider for transit services in Sidewalk access, crosswalks, and ADA accessibility
Georgetown and Horry Counties. Coast RTA is basedfeatures.
in Conway, South Carolina and offers a variety of
service options for residents traveling around the

"fet —"fet fUifA <o...Z—tFce% DcSFta@” ——1f e1" .. te4
curb-to-curb paratransit service and ADA. The
Authority receives part of its operating funds from
Horry County. Beginning July 1, 2018, $6.50 from
registered vehicles in County Road Use Fees goes
to Coast RTA.

Systemwide ridership for the Coast RTA has

increased in the most recent years. In 2024, the

system served an average of 49,875 rides per month,

<o .. Z—Tce% VXAVYW ‘s Dc3Ft "'——%e feof vVaAwrr ‘e
demand-responsive services. Annual ridership

reported for Fiscal Years between 2016 and 2022

is shown in the chart below.

St ‘fe- Ut f-te DSttt ——1 "ft%—Z2f"Z> +...Stt
uled bus services daily, from approximately 4:00
a.m. to approximately 9:00 p.m. depending on the
't . «Pc.. "'——Fa SE"F f'f sr vt ——te —Sf—- """t
service within the City of Andrews, Bucksport,
Conway, Garden City, Georgetown, Loris, Murrells
Inlet, Myrtle Beach, Pawleys Island and Surfside
Fr..8a 8% . —""fe— PZii— teecdle uw BeSET T ——4
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fFrtet <—¢ Oc8tt "' ——ted ‘fo— for the"Coast'RTA Paratransit program will be per
transit Services for persons who are unable cc——Ft =" "<ttt - St ‘fe- b«stt "'—
- f ...... Tee <—¢ OcSTET "'——=Fe <coeFTf' ' Fette—7> f.'l'
safely due to physical or mental disabilities . RAIL

Coast RTA's Paratransit Program is a curb-to-curb As the sole freight hauler on rail, RJ Corman operates
advanced reservation, shared ride, transportation 3 short line Carolina Lines between Chadbourn, NC
*F7TCF8 - <o Eel> fUfCZf, 23— fand Myrtie BedchSCZTHR périion of the line between
fet . ¥"=<DFT > f 3T fZ " T Goniag and My#ilé Behch Is owned by Horry County
of having a physical or mental disability (whether  and leased to RJ Corman. They received a $9.7 mil-
short-term or permanent). Passengers requiring  |ion grant in 2016 through the U.S. Department of
door-to-door service in order to use paratransit - Transportation to upgrade rail lines to increase haul
of> "F—Fe— f 'TDc..f-<"e T —§peadand weight. MyRti€ Beach Regional Economic
scheduling their trips. In such cases, the driver will  pevelopment and the county are working together
provide assistance on a door-to-door basis. Service is to expand business growth along this route. This
provided on a time and space availability basis. Any s further addressed in the Economic Element. As
"frefee MSY fUE L —""F-1> ... " —ypyrades to the fadl9fAe Ad its usage increases,
public safety improvements will also need to be
cftE = L 7teeceYoe fot —"f Dc... oc%osf

Annual Ridership for FY 2016-2024 portion of the line.

Horry County currently lacks any passenger
rail lines. The nearest station is the AMTRAK
2016 476995 3,042 485,076 located in F_Iorence, and there are not any
spur lines to the Grand Strand.

Year Fixed Route Paratransit System Total

2017 501,948 11,875 513,823
AVIATION
2018 509,586 13,695 523,281 Horry County owns and operates four airports.
These include one commercial service airport serv
2019 616,932 20,609 637,541 ing the Grand Strand, known as the Myrtle Beach
International Airport (MYR), as well as three general
2020 328,646 14,639 343,285 aviation airports - Grand Strand, Conway, and Loris
Twin Cities. The Grand Strand Airport (CRE), locat
2021 443,082 23,417 466,499 ed in the city of North Myrtle Beach, serves private
and corporate aircraft. The Conway-Horry County
2022 646,840 27,207 674,047 Airport (HYW), located 5 miles west of Conway,
provides operations and services for the growing
2023 623,478 33,919 657,397 general aviation community in the western part of
Horry County. The Loris Twin Cities Airport (5J9)
2024 539,257 30,020 569,277 is an unattended public use airport that is used for
1A ‘fe- & xvw-m@xvx{a training for practice approaches and landings.
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The Department of Airports is a department of Horry  county’s sole international commercial aviation commercial operations of the airport, with com  Notable Achievements and Projects
County and receives its funding for operations and facility, with 10 airlines offering scheduled air ser mercial operations situated to the east and general . .
. y . g P . y g . P . g In 2020, MYR received the Routes Americas
maintenance of county airports through user fees vice to and from the Myrtle Beach. MYR set a record aviation to the west. The economic impact and . -
. : . . : : 2020 Marketing Awards with its excellent mar
and charges on aeronautical and non-aeronautical number of passengers in 2022. opportunities associated with the Myrtle Beach

keting efforts and earned GBAC STAR¥Facility

are used to support the airports. Primary fundin ‘he number of passengers arg expected to Economic Element Accreditation from the Global Biorisk Advisory
pp ports. y 9  correlate with the local population , the num- : Council (GBAC). At the time, MYR was the only

activities at the airport. No county general fund taxes International Airport is discussed further in the

q fg South Carolina Division of A : the airport, and _tt_e sheer volume of tourists development heights in their approach zones. Title coveted accreditation, ranking eighth in the world.
and from Sou arolina Division of Aeronautics. visiting our area. 55, Section 55-13-5 of the South Carolina State 12021 MYR was ranked best small airort in the
Myrtle Beach International Airport (MYR) is the MYR'’s air service level, as per the 2019-2023 NPIAS, Code of Laws requires that certain development ’ . P

. s ) , ... US.and Iaqnc{wed the Pups Easing Travel Stress
falls under the category of a Small Hub Primary [ Zc..f—<too <o o'F Dttt < - —> ‘efe foe
. . . . Therapy Dog Program (USA Today, 2021). Starbucks,
Deplanements by Year Airport, indicating that MYR serves 0.05% to 0.25% Airport Land Use Zones be submitted to South . . L
. . . . . a new concessionaire, and Southwest Airlines, a
of total U.S. Passenger enplanements. A single asphalt Carolina Aeronautics Commission (SCAC) for review. -
1,725,861 . . . . . . new airline partner, were added. In 2022 and 2023,
runway at MYR is approximately positioned in the The SCAC uses the Airport Compatible Land Use . . .
. i . . Avelo Airlines and Breeze Airways were recruited as
north-south direction. This runway serves as a Evaluation (CLUE) tool to evaluate land use com . . .
hysical barrier between the general aviation and atibility near airports aaditional airline partners. MYR started the Hidden
py g p y p . (.f”(z(_<¢. _.DZLTM:l:H ns%onf. <s
Myrtle Beach International Airport Destinations
‘" 18 >"=Z% tf..8 e—fUef-<'efZ <U-4 xvx{a

Forecast Levels

Base Year Near Term Mid-Term  Long-Term
(2018) (2023) (2028) (2038)

Total Operations 123,659 140,420 154,014 187,289

Passenger
Enplanements 1,255,246 1,690,157 1,873,397 2,315,196

Based Aircraft 60 68 73 83

|\]<

‘—=S fTZeef U= telfo<, 2% fet of TfZ—f-c'e
‘— L FE H>"=Z% tf..S e—FUef—c<'efZ <-4 xvxwa ‘—"..18 ‘—-8 fUZ«of <-4 xvx{a C—r L FA 7= ZF ff .S e—ivef-cefZ <r-a
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named fourth among the US’s Best Small Airports
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throughout eastern South Carolina and southeastern

by USA Today’s 10Best Readers’ Choice AwardsNorth Carolina to job sites along the Grand Strand

In 2023, Republic Airways joined as a new airline
partner, and Republic Airways built Lift Academy,
f PZ<%S— +...S'*74a

Long-range projects related to any expansion
projects - completed:

1. Reconstruction/relocation of Taxiway A
(MYR)

2. Reconstruction of runway and taxiways
(CRE)

3. Expansion of commercial and general avia-
tion fuel farms (MYR)

4. Rental car parking lot canopies and custom-
er/femployee booths (MYR)

5. Renovations to the Customs and Border Pro-
tection Facilities (MYR)

6. Expansion of the outbound baggage handling
system (MYR)

7. Expansion of long-term and cell phone park-
ing facilities (MYR)

8. Runway and taxiway reconstruction (HYW)

Current / Upcoming projects:

1. 2024: Vehicle parking lot, 6-gate Concourse A
Terminal Expansion, T-hangars

2. 2025: Terminal Expansion (continued),
Reconstruct Runway Ph. 1

3. 2026: Reconstruct Runway Ph. 2

4. 2027: Reconstruct Runway Ph. 3

5. 2028: Hangars, Fuel Facility improvements,
Vehicle parking/Curb widening

6. 2029: Maintenance Facility, Remote vehicle
parking

7. 2030: ITAP development, hangars (MYR)

OTHER TRANSIT PROVIDERS

Several private service operators, such as shuttle,
limousine, and taxi services transport residents

area. There are also private ridesharing services,
such as Uber and Lyft, which provide additional
mobility options to those with a smartphone by
allowing them to request a ride through an apph
cation. These private services have the potential to
allow individuals to move throughout the area and
not rely on public transportation services such as
buses or demand response options. There are also
ofe’ ' Pc— o Fe ™S Tt Frrn o
vice for home bound seniors and chronically ill and
disabled students, such as Neighbor to Neighbor.

Coastal Carolina University provides free shuttle
service for its students around campus, including
routes from University housing at University Place,

the main campus and the east campus. They operate
D8t " ——f of" . F t—"¢<o% -St tf>
night. They also offer shuttles to airport and Amtrak

train service stations for breaks and holidays.

Beyond local providers, several transit service pro
viders located outside the GSATS region provide
service in Horry County, including:

1. Williamsburg County Transit Authority

2. Pee Dee Regional Transportation Authority
3. Santee Wateree Regional Transportation
Authority

4. Intercity bus service: Greyhound, Carolina
Trailways, and Southeastern Stages

PUBLIC TRANSIT FINDINGS

A variety of public transit options are available in
Horry County. These options include Coast RTA's
DSt "'——tea Fe—F"—fcoofoe_ "' —_1¢
in Horry and Georgetown Counties. Horry County
should work with Coast RTA to plan and fund
improvements to bus stops that improve rider safety

and ADA accessibility.
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It should also establish design guidelines for public to cost between $2.8 and $3.4 billion-73 South
transit facilities in its land development regulations  would provide an interstate link between the Myrtle
and the design of future roadways and road widen Beach region and 1-95, serving residents, businesses,
ing projects. This is an important step in ensuring and tourists by improving travel times, increasing
reliability for public transit users, in addition to  capacity, and facilitating hurricane evacuation.
expanding the usership of locals and vacationers.

Beyond the bus system, there are private providers

that meet local transportation needs. At this time,

there are no designated places within local cities and

areas with an active nightlife for private transport

services to pick up riders for safe passage home.

Horry County Council voted to allocate $24 million
annually from the Hospitality Sales Tax towards
the completion of this project. RIDE 4 will set aside
$450 million as local match funding provided that
state and federal funding is secured.

Intercity services are limited to coaches to Myrtle
Beach and the International Airport. Additional

growth is expected at MYR, and continued expan
sions and improvements to the airport are expected.

PLANNED PROJECTS

There are numerous transportation projects in the
planning and design phase in Horry County. Many of
these projects have been in the making for multiple
decades and are still working to come to fruition.
While some projects are funded, many lack adequate
funding or funding at all.

Interstate Highway 74 is proposed to run roughly
parallel to the NC/SC border from Interstate 95
and run towards Wilmington, NC before turning
south and heading to Charleston. I-74 is proposed
to continue east to 1-140 through southeast North
Carolina and connect with the northward extension
of S.C. 31 Carolina Bays Parkway.

SC 22 Extension

IMPROVEMENTS With increasing numbers of summer tourists and
year-round residents, the provision of a more con

The Interstate Highway 73/74 Corridors venient evacuation route between U.S. 17 and U.S.
S eofre tfZ —tf . f Tfeercr fSOLfrom we Sou h Strand to areas further inland

has become & neceSS|ty The SC 22 Extension task
force was formed to promote the development of an
Environmental Impact Statement to evaluate alter
natives for providing an additional evacuation route
across the Waccamaw River. The SC 22 Extension is
a proposed 28-mile, multi-lane, limited-access toll

facility that would extend from US 501 near Aynor
The 42-mile southern section of I-73 would use to Surfside and Murrells Inlet.

anew gllgnment from S.C 221n anwgy to 1-951n On January 19, 2006 the South Carolina Department
Dillon via Aynor and Marion. The project is expected ‘v t&

Act of 1991 (ISTEA) designated the 1-73/74 North-
South Corridor as a High Priority Corridor. I-73/73
would run from Charleston through Winston-Salem,
continue north through Virginia and West Virginia,
and split in Ohio with I-74 terminating in Cincinnati
and 1-73 in Saint Sault Marie.
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of Transportation (SCDOT) Commission allocated the
$1 million of state funds required to match at least
20 percent of the $4 million of federal transportation
funds that were made available to this project. RIDE
3 funded patrtial right-of-way acquisition, and RIDE
4 allocates $1.56 billion to complete construction.

f*Zesf foe fre™f>  us

' —St” " ET.. - "t %< e fZ s<%oec<Dc..
sion of Carolina Bays Parkway (SC 31). The southern
connection from SC 544 to SC 707 (just north of Moss
Creek Road), a distance of approximately 3.8 miles
is about 80% complete.

The northward extension of the Carolina Bays
Parkway into North Carolina is expected to con
nect from its existing terminus at SC 9 to US 17 on
the north side of Shallotte, NC. NCDOT is currently
administering the contract to conduct the pre
liminary project development and environmental
studies. NCDOT/SCDOT estimate the cost at $552
million ($185 million in South Carolina and $367
million in North Carolina).

The extension would provide additional capacity for
<02f.'|' -"f"b«... —”f~iz<°%o -8 —
Carolina and Little River and the Grand Strand in

‘— =S [riZeefa - ™2t i
intersection of SC 9 and SC 57 and provide a more
Tt = "t " L fe—fZ ="— ... ="f
North Carolina.

RIDE 3 is funding up to $125 million of the estimated
$185 million construction cost on the South Carolina
portion of the project. RIDE 4 will allocate funding
as needed to fully fund the project. North Carolina
Sfe o'— 5F— <tFoe—cPDcFt L tee—"— -

Both new interstate highways, the extension of
Carolina Bays Parkway, and furthering the design of
The SC 22 Extension will be essential for establishing
better national connectivity to the Grand Strand, thus
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providing not only long-term stability to its tourism
economy, but also providing a vital prerequisite for
fo.Sct co%o of . Feof”s T .. "etec..,
job creation within this labor market. These inter

e—f—1 S<%S™fre MZ7 fZe' fZZ1 <P<TIt-"f"B®%. "CEf —2%fcZZ—Tce% SIr ecZfe '~ t¢"—

congested highways throughout the region.

RIDE Program

The Road Improvement and Development Effort
(RIDE) program was initiated in Horry County in
1996 to determine the short and long-term trans
portation infrastructure needs for the county. We
are now on our third local option sales tax. The
initial RIDE used fundings from the hospitality fee
and raised $1.2 billion towards 23 major projects,
including the construction of the SC 22 Conway

Bypass, SC Highway 31, SC Highway 544 widening

Fantasy Harbor bridge and interchanges, and parts
of Robert Grissom Parkway.

The RIDE 2 initiative was a $425 million effort to
improve 15 projects, including the Aynor Overpass,
continuation of Highway 31, the construction of
International Drive, the widening of Highway 707
and Glenns Bay Road, and other road improvements.
Horry County also utilized $93.6 million from this
initiative as a match to the South Carolina State
Transportation Infrastructure Bank and was award
ed a $235 million grant for design, permitting and
right of way acquisition of the Carolina Bays Parkway
Extension from SC 544 to SC 707.

Horry County collected funds to support projects
within the Ride 3 program between 2016 and 2025.

In November 2016, 69.1% of voters approved
a 1 cent capital sales tax on retail sales, ac-
commodations and prepared food. Groceries
were exempted from the sales tax.

20 more projects have been continuing and some
are at or near completion, including the Palmetto
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Pointe Boulevard extension and Carolina Forest
Boulevard. Horry County received $825 million over

T tef8-yeablife .offthect eerfit Clapital Projects Sales Tax

that expired on April 30, 2025. RIDE 3 consisted of

"tftea
resurfacing 100 miles of paved roads, and 14 major

road construction projects.

On November 8, 2024, Horry County voters, by a
57% to 43% margin, supported a One-Cent Capital
Project Sales Tax for roads. This tax went into effect
on May 1, 2025, and will expire on April 30, 2050.
The RIDE 4 initiative is slated to receive $6 billion
over the 25-year life of the tax.

frZeef

Interchange

fe— (Tt us

f..

This project will provide a new interchange on SC
31 at Augusta Plantation Drive and Revolutionary

7" fr& fet <o <tte—<Dctt <o =St 7fef
Transportation Study (GSATS) Long-Range Plan as
a Recommended New Construction Project. Plans
for a connector at this location date back to the
original Carolina Forest Master Plan from the late
1990’s. Some of the needed right of way (ROW) has
previously been acquired by Horry County. In order
to distinguish this project from others on SC 31, the
project name Carolina Forest / River Oaks / SC 31
Interchange will be used.

"ot THf

Carolina Forest’s access to the larger transportation
network is currently provided at the bookends. This
new interchange would provide critical system
linkages between Carolina Forest Boulevard, River
Oaks Drive, and SC 31 (Carolina Bays Parkway) at
the mid-way point between US 501 and International
Drive. The proposed interchange would:

1. Reduce congestion on existing roadways
2. Reduce vehicle miles traveled in project area
3. ¢ TE " f D Ut f—<tee =S — %S

1-73 Interstate Connector

Hwy 501 Acceleration Lane

Hwy 701 Widening

\ammm

Hardwick Rd Improvements

Cultra Rd Widening

3rd St Off-Ramp

Conway River Crossing

Q:

Barefoot Landing Swing
Bridge Replacement
SC Hwy 90 Widening

Hwy 17 Widening

River Oaks Dr Widening

SC Hwy 31 Interchange
Hwy 17 Bypass Interchange

38th Ave N Widening

Seaboard St Widening >

Big Block Rd Widening

Kings Hwy Improvements

Garden City Resiliency Project

Transpottation

Robert Edge Pkwy Connector

Possum Trot Rd Extension

RIDE IV and Regional Transportation Projects
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system linkages
4. Provide new connectivity for vehicles, pedes-
trians, and bicyclists.

ects, project costs, and funding years. The complete
list of regional improvement projects can be found
on GSATS' website.

OTHER TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

Beyond these major projects, there are sever
al funded and unfunded transportation needs

Bicycle and Pedestrian Projects

Tie—BcET ..
found in the East Coast Greenway Master Plan for
that would improve the region’s quality of life. Horry and Georgetown Counties, the Horry County

Tfee’t N f_cte "IET .. .Z— 14 <Bidyele abd RetlesStrigneRlan, .and the Northeast Area
ipated needs based off growth projections in the Transportation Plan. While numerous project needs
GSATS 2045 Metropolitan Transportation Plan, the "1 <tte—<D<fta Zcec—1F1
2040 Rural Long-Range Transportation Plan, State such improvements, unless they coincide with major
Gas Funded Projects, and additional studies. roadway improvements along the same corridors.

— e (o

Projects with a regional scope are included in the
GSATS 2045 Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP). The TIP includes funded and unfunded prej

Coast RTA

In order to better serve and expand its ridership,

Carolina Forest Blvd/River Oaks Drive/SC Hwy 31 Interchange
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improved bus stop infrastructure is needed through  railroad east of Gardner Lacy Road is deemed not
out the county. Sheltered benches and bus pull off viable, the county and the City of Myrtle Beach will
areas with ADA accessibility are needed at high-rid need to evaluate alternative transportation options.
ership stops. Additionally, a new Coast RTA hub is

needed in a location that is more central to its rider ~ Airports

L2t fet CEtde—rcfe Eship ang dest|f1at|0r}§ Such a facility is best located in Myrtle Beach International Airport's Master Plan

the City of Myrtle Beach and will allow Coast RTAto Tt
expand its service provision and routes within cities.
As Coast RTA grows, it will need strategically located
auxiliary maintenance and bus storage facilities.

lRditoad "~ -

—<Pcte of . Feef"> <o’ "foefe_o
reliability and improve capacity as tourism, busi

ness travel, air freight, and general aviation volumes

% "' ™a "'EfL.. Z—1F o tBbe.. f-
landside infrastructure including additional gates

fef —F7ecefZ o' f.. T4 "f..'eDc%ho—"1%F
Continued improvements along the RJ Corman line passenger access, and runway reconstruction.

are underway to improve the railroad travel speeds.
Improvements east of Gardner Lacy Road may also TRANSPORTATION RESILIENCE

be necessary to attract additional industry. If the  5hsportation infrastructure in the environmen-

— e (o |

Carolina Forest Blvd/River Oaks Drive/SC Hwy 31 Interchange
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tally sensitive areas is likely to be vulnerable to Improvement Districts, Development Agreements
hurricane. 2018’s Hurricane Florence impacted SC or other private investment.

{ fot {r fet eftf”2Z> PDZ'*t%t wrs fet sy

in Georgetown. To address this challenge, the FASTFEDERAL AND STATE FUNDS

Act required MPOs to develop resilience strategies. gjgned into law in November 2021, the Infrastructure

e“fe—efe— fot ‘e -
PLANNED PROJECTS FINDINGS increased federal highway and transit funding. The
Horry County has a vast amount of planned trans D <« fee>t f’a Dsat —"«ZZ«<' e
portation projects. With the success of the previ way funding by 14.8% to $305 billion and transit
ous three RIDE programs, RIDE 4 will construct by 77.0% to $108 billion. The Federal Highway
major widening projects, intersection improve-  Administration allocates funding to the State, which
ments, and multimodal projects including mass allocates it by formula to GSATS. While the 11JA
transit. Other planned projects within Horry County  increased the county’s transportation funding to
include Interstate Highway 73/74 corridors, The historic levels, continued targeted investment will
SC 22 extension, and the extension of Carolina Baysbe necessary after 2026 when the Act expires.

Parkway (SC 31). GSATS is funded by a mixture of Federal and State

While the county has a plethora of transportation transportation dollars.

projects, there are limited funds to achieve the iden

—«D<tt fot " EL.. -t sFtted Sted I Edoorps MeLdilnttt
to be continually reevaluated at the state, regional,
and local level to ensure that they remain relevant,
and to ensure the projects are prioritized based off
of funding availability and need.

$15.7 million per year

Those funds support the implementation of the
2024-2033 Transportation Improvement Program
FUNDING MECHANISMS (TIP) for the GSATS_ area, Which is? a ten-year pro
_ _ gram of transportation capital projects together
ftTEF - T ST f T =< e f 225 vtk afthreedydareStimatdefSransit capital and
federal, state, and local funds primarily derived from  maintenance requirements. While the TIP is usu
taxes on fuel and fees from vehicle registrations. ally approved biennially, the document may be
Transit projects are also funded through federal, amended throughout the year. The TIP may also
state, and local sources, as well as revenue receivedinclude regional highway projects that are being
through fares. implemented by the state, city and county for which
Beyond allocations made by SCDOT and GSATdederal funding is requested. This is to ensure that
transportation funding options include, road fees, the region is eligible for matching grant funds. The

Infrastructure Bank (STIB) and the County Withthe Metropolitan Transportation Plan and the

Transportation Committees (CTC). Privately State’s Transportation Improvement Plan.
funded transportation improvements can include
Impact Fees, Tax Increment Financing, Municipal
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_f_:t oA"fo_"—.“——”:t f" LOCALFUNDS

The State Infrastructure Bank (SIB) stretches tax The Horry County Transportation Committee (CTC)
payer dollars by leveraging federal seed money will manage the remaining gas tax funds to ensure
in partnership with local governments and pri that local transportation improvements and main

vate interests. The South Carolina Transportation tenance is being prioritized locally. The CTC is

Tt T e <% o < Dinfradtructlre Bank was created by Act Number 148 composed of 11 members appointed by the Horry

of 1997. The purpose of the SIB is to select and assist County Legislative Delegation. The members of the
R IBEOffa ScMS o fE " “—fZ<D<tt "CEare appojntet’by CounchDistrict and represent
Z'fee fot ‘—St” Desfo..<fZ feoce—f ealldreasof theeouhty ... — <+ %o

and improving highway and transportation facilities

necessary for public purposes including economic  state gasoline tax
development. The proposed project must provide

"2 yEe iD= <o ted T et 0 S F N7 7™ copal frlddfrm
enhancement of mobility and safety; promotion of
economic development; or increase in the quality
of life and general welfare of the public.

3.99 cents per gallon of the

By law, counties must spend at least 25% of their C

Infrastructure Maintenance Trust Fund

(IMTF)
Every state levied a gas tax by 1929. In 1932, the
Dc"o— of —<'efZ —f8 ™Mfo ' o £°"F . —4 > S{Wra s‘e—

federal and state road spending was funded by gas
oline taxes (APA, 2019). In 2017, the South Carolina
Tef"fZ eofe 7> "feoft <—o PDc"e— %ofe —f5 ¢o..."Ffek
in 30 years, which increased the gas tax by 2 cents
per year from 2017 to 2024. Revenues from that
increase augmented SCDOT's resurfacing efforts
fol ™ e —t o’ "f o 77> TiDc..<toe— ["<t%ofea
improve highway safety, and widen interstates. In
Horry County, these funds were directed to road
safety improvements along SC 9, SC 701, SC 90, and
SC 22. It also included bridge improvements along
Alma Rd, Broadway, Brunson Spring Rd, Good Luck
Rd, SC 134, SC 472, SC 548, Louisville Rd, and Oak St
Extension. The General Assembly has also provided
additional one-time state appropriations, and federal
funding has increased by more than 30 percent as a
result of the October 2021 Infrastructure Investment

and Jobs Act (I1JA). el i

‘—7..f8 >'-Z% Ff..S —e I™e4d xvwed
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funds on the state highway system for construction,
improvements and maintenance. CTC reserves the
right to select all roads and bridges to be funded.
The goal of the CTC will be to cooperate with the
SCDOT in maintaining and resurfacing existing sec
ondary roads in Horry County and to hard surface
as many unpaved roads as practical. Consideration
will be given to roads serving schools, industries
and businesses, roads used for school bus routes,
bridges, sidewalks, and the necessary drainage for
these projects. Projects will be prioritized based
upon a rating sheet prepared in cooperation with

Transpottation

~-St a """ t—e—> e%ocettie "Dt fel fT-1%"

all pertinent information has been reviewed by the
Horry County CTC.

The gas tax allocation to the CTC increased 0.3 cents ™ - fs "—e— —-f

per gallon between 2018 and 2021 to a total of 3.99
cents per gallon. This increase must be used exelu
sively for repairs, maintenance and improvements to
the state highway system. The Donor Bonus alloca
tion goes to counties which contribute more to the C
fund than they receive. New legislation increases that
total statewide allocation from $9.5 million to $17
million. After that amount has been divided among
the donor counties, SCDOT transfers an additional
$3.5 million to be divided among donor counties
within 3 years. Horry County CTC is anticipated to
received $5.8 million plus in FY 2023-24 and also
additional Donor Bonus monies.

RIDE Program

Horry County has already opted to create a local
sales tax to support transportation projects, known
as the RIDE Program. The county is now in its fourth
rendition of the program, which will create new
connections and widening existing roadways. RIDE 4
revenue collections must be used to fund the projects
set forth in the adopted sales tax resolution.

—"...fa a XVvXy,a

Horry County Road Maintenance Fee

Horry County collects $50 on every vehicle reg
istered within the county as a road maintenance
fee. In 2022, the Horry County Council passed an
ordinance that a $6.5 regional transportation fee
will be included in the road maintenance fee. The
funds are used for paving, resurfacing, maintenance
and improving the county’s transportation system.
It can also be used to support public transportation.

OTHER FUNDING MECHANISMS

Road improvements can also be privately funded
through a number of other mechanisms, such
as Impact Fees, Tax Increment Financing, and
Development Agreements. In order to pursue such
efforts, a development project would have to trigger
the need for such improvements and can only fund
the equitable portion of transportation improve-
ments related to a development. While these meeh
anisms are appropriate for arterial, collector, and
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sub-collector road improvements and installation of
multi-modal capital improvements, it is not appro
priate for major road projects.

The development of expensive improvements, like
the construction of new highways and interstates,
can be funded by a number of the previously men
tioned sources. However, new road construction
competes for the same limited funds available for
road improvements and maintenance. The use of
toll roads to fund major projects may be an option

—f et (" etet 0 St e<%oe<D«...

in the county are to get past the planning stage and
move to construction.

CONCLUSIONS

In recent years, planners and community leaders
across the country have observed increased public
interest in reversing the trend of urban sprawl and
its consequences. Their efforts largely are maoti
vated by the impacts of suburban development
patterns: consumption of sensitive land for devel
opment, costly expansion of public infrastructure,

A complete transportation system will not only
address roadway needs, but offer a variety of mode
choices, including pedestrian and bicycle facilities,
public transportation, railroad and airplanes. The
county should continue to develop a consistent cri
teria for evaluating new development and its impact
on the transportation network.

fom "fT UEE -

fel <o .”Ffeco%o —="f " Dc... ...'¢%ofe—c'ed

Throughout Horry County, the distance between
complementary land uses (e.g., home and work,

home and school, or home and shopping) and a lack

of overall street connectivity leads to unintended
consequences for the regional transportation system
— increased vehicle miles traveled and energy cen
sumption, longer commute times, increase in cost of
doing business, increased air pollution, heightened
infrastructure and public service costs, increased
emergency response times, and impacts to mental
and physical health of our residents.

Unintended consequences to rapid growth will
result if changes are not made to better inte-
grate land use, urban form, and transporta-

tion decision-making.
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C h a ter 10 1. Recruit and retain high-quality industries in typical economic development planning efforts that
p order to generate jobs for the citizens of Horry ~ addressed quality of life and services needed to
County; lay a foundation for economic growth. While this

2. Provide a variety of high-quality economic plan was developed through a number of partners,

development products in which new and exist-  follow through of the implementation strategies has

ing industries can locate and/or expand; been limited, as it is not regulatory in nature and no

3. The MBREDC being recognized as a leader agency is responsible for implementation.

in economic development within Horry County
e CO n O I I l I C and throughout South Carolina. SPECIALIZED STUDIES AND PLANS

The MyttlelBeach Chamber of Commerce provides
monthly and quarterly economic indicator publica

manufacturing growth. tions to track trends in development, employment,
eve O p | I l e I I The Waccamaw Regional Council of Governments and h‘_’te' OCCUpar,]Ci/ angl rf';lt?rs]. TGh'S ?jag’: mfgrms
(WRCOQG) is responsible for the development of the €merging economic trends in the tran rand.
Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy In 2013, Clemson University developed the Horry

for the Waccamaw Region. The 2023-2027 plan County Agribusiness Strategic Plan. This plan out
is designed to guide regional economic growth in lines the trends in agriculture in Horry County, the

St . tetec.. f 1Z'efe— Sf'_f” EXISTTNIG REANS Gevorgetownv, Horry and WiIIiamsk?urg counties ”i%of‘o .f°T -St f—f—i‘é fet <T;t_-—<D'
“Pefcte te ecY%oecOc...fo— FTEco—co% é ™ g en 4 —S" —%S E", ..."Ff-<eA f..‘e ec.. fordadribusihess growth i theicounty. Among its
fot fe'Z'sefe— —"feted f.. 'e'ec.: §ever Lf%%” '?% arg It involved in economic develop improved coordination between public and private  recommendations include a stronger focus on sweet
etec. V" _ec—cted - f 7o ‘O f T +7 ¢ meptin ’HOW Coupty, EE‘C|Ud'n9 the Myrtle Beach entities. This plan is required to qualify for US potato and peanut production and processing, the
— fS8'fet feof T <“t"e<”> 7ny .« Replongl Economic Development Corporation, the Economic Development Administration Public Works development of a food hub to service locals and the
Jfefad <o fhte—cie —* < T Te—<">ce% ‘' Waccamaw Regional Cauncil of Governments, the Program and Economic Adjustment assistance.  food industry in the area, and the development of an
,—e<efee %" ™M_S _S"'_9% S i~ ShutteGarelingDegartinent-of Gommerce, Santee _ _ equine show facility to diversify tourism offerings.

Jefec.. fTfZ7ete—  Sfr'—f" " Clobper ¥aridus business associations, and area ;I'heHZOOSCEconomlc Ddevelrpmgnt: Str:at?:?'c Plan

. 1‘ Tfoctoe i —o0k¢C Tee fof Fe'2Z% cﬁambg%p of 68mrﬁe’r’ivce. In addition, numerous edu Iort't Otrr¥ ;unty Was d8\(/:e ope 'tyI;[) € | emsotn EXISTING PLANS FINDINGS

Footetec %o =S L feeto F e .. cafidrfal msttutidhs are invotved with developing the NSULULE Tor =conomic and L.ommunity Developmen

o< T t7¢oe% —St 7't —<te —* S'_ <';édr(f'9§w6rkﬂcofce and zﬁs‘séséng economic growth and the BB&T Center for Economic and Community Multiple plans and studies conducted by govern

fet Zfet —etd " "<t<o%o f o—f,2% 0;5 tuntind * - t f Development at Coastal Carolina University. The ments, business associations, and academic insti

portunitie . ) ) o . .

high quality of life are key components in attracting purpose of this effort was to identify and priori  tutions convey the need to building on the county's g

cf™ fof S fefce%o FSco—codho ,—oc EEORIWV(CZIZLANI{INII NG EBFORTS tize issues surrounding economic development existing economy, diversify its industries, and foster

™ZZ ,F ek feef”s = %o"t™ 77 — > *>a _ in Horry County and to build consensus around a workforce development. Implementation depends
The Myr'FIe Beach Regional Economic Development set of actions that may be taken in the pursuit of a on voluntary efforts of numerous organizations, and
Corporation (MBREDC) serves as a resource for leca collective economic vision. no agency is responsible for overall implementation.

tion and expansion assistance to new and existing o _ _
industries across Horry County. The Myrtle Beach Consensus building through numerous public service

Regional Economic Development Strategic Plan entities and their private partners was conducted to
trtt <tte—<Dcte —8"tf frife " _&¢ collectively identify ways to overcome the barriers

and challenges to continued economic prosperity. LABOR FORCE
This involved an array of strategies extending beyond In 2024, Horry County’s labor force was comprised

Coordination is critical to foster economic develop
ment in the county.

focus, including:
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of 169,496 individuals, indicating a 54.2% labor
force participation rate. Working-age individuals
may be unemployed if they are disabled, applying
for jobs, stay-at-home parents, or early retirees. It
may also indicate that workers commute out of the
county for work.

Horry County’s 61.1% workforce participation
rate for individuals aged 16 to 24 is higher
than South Carolina (60.6%) and the United
States (59.2%).

In contrast, county workforce participation for indi-
viduals over the age of 65 (5.6%) is lower (15.2%

in South Carolina and 16.8% in the United States).

85.7% of the active workforce is aged between 25
and 64 years old.

The chart below compares Horry County’s labor

force statistics to similar counties, South Carolina,
and the United States. Horry County's labor force
has higher rates of individuals younger than 65
with disabilities or lacking health insurance than
peer counties. The rate of Bachelor's degree holders
and per-capita income are the lowest among peer

counties.

EDUCATION AND SKILLS

Expected growth rates for occupations vary by
the education and training required. Total county
employment and employment of high school degree
holders is projected to grow 1.7% annually over the
next ten years. However, employment in occupations
that require an Associate’s to a Doctoral degree is
projected to grow 2.0% to 2.7% annually, 58.8%

Labor Force Comparison to Peer Counties

Horry Charleston

County County

Labor fo(r;:geepigtic)ipation 54.2% 64.8%

(Gﬁdir foees) 2 12.6% 6.8%

Persons V\Em?j:tr ggzltgg;surance 14.7% 9.7%

{56 of patears ags 25+) 9L.6% 92.9%

(9 of parsons age 25%) 25.4% 48.1%
Median household income $59,880 $78,795
Per capita income $34,147 $51,480
Owngﬂ?g(i:aérlljr\)/igl(ljjilgfjsing $235,000 $415,000

‘—"...t&4 fee—e —"If—4 xvxya
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New Hanover Sarasota Volusia South United
County, NC County, FL County, FL  Carolina States
64.2% 48.9% 54.0% 59.5% 63.0%
8.3% 8.2% 11.6% 10.0% 8.9%
10.9% 13.5% 12.8% 11.1% 9.5%
93.5% 94.1% 91.6% 89.3% 89.1%
43.4% 38.3% 26.2% 30.6% 34.3%
$67,515 $77,213 $63,075 $63,623  $75,149
$43,378 $53,149 $35,364 $36,072  $41,261
$320,000 $338,500 $251,400 $216,200 $281,900

Economic Development

summer months than South Carolina and the
United States.

faster than for non-degree holders.

Horry County has a number of specialty programs
fot o 8 7e —8f— . f-1" o't . P PRt —oft"Lpednetfete T* o= "D
tries, including the Marine Science and Wall School that are underemployed and working multiple jobs.
of Business' Hospitality and Real Estate programs Following the Great Recession in 2008, Horry
at Coastal Carolina} L{niversity (CCU). CCU's William County’s unemployment rate spiked to a high in

a 'ftiec ZZI%t T T— .. f=< "Jadualy B101BLS, 20%4a). Between 2008 and 2010
graduate and nine graduate programs with a total hare were a reported 58,769 layoffs state-wide
enroliment of 1,470 students (roughly 13% of the  ;ncentrated in manufacturing, administrative and
entire student body). waste services, and retail trade. While layoff rates
Horry Georgetown Technical College (HGTC) offers decreased from 2008 to 2010 in most industries,
high school students the opportunity for dual enrof  accommodation and food services layoffs increased.
ment, which allows students to transition into higher  Considering Horry County’s high percentage of
education with existing credits. HGTC's International employment in accommodations, food service, and
Culinary Institute of Myrtle Beach offers numerous retail trade, county workers likely experienced

LFT =D f=te fof feer<f—1fe tiBimiatkatesSf— ... fe ZLfT -
career advancements in the culinary arts as well as
many of the other tourism related industries that are
abundant along the Strand. Horry County Schools
has multiple specialty high school options which
can lead students directly into technical careers or
provides students with college credits.

Annual Average Projected Job Growth by Training
Required for Horry County

EMPLOYMENT TRENDS

In 2023, Horry County's labor force was estimated

to include 169,496 individuals, a 3.4% increase

from 2022. The South Carolina Department of

Employment and Workforce (SCDEW) states that

fFe'Z'>efe— Sfe F8 foettT echoocDc...foe—2Z> ""'e s{Ayxr
in 1970, to 118,920 in 2005, to 169,496 in 2023

(SCDEW, 2024).

Unemployment rates provide a snapshot of the

economic health of the region. The graph on the
following page compares unemployment rates in

Horry County, South Carolina, and the United States
from 2008 to 2024.

Horry County's unemploymentrate 07 — ... ——
f—te "t ec%oecOc..fo-Z> F-™MEfs ™
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In May 2018, Horry County's unemployment rates assistance, and construction. Overall underem Underemployment Statistics for 40 Minute Drive Time Labor Shed in Horry County, SC
fell to 3.2%, the lowest monthly rate since the late ployment in the region’s labor shed is 17.9%, four

1990s, when summer rates frequently fell below points higher than the state at 13.8%. Given strong

2%. The onset of the Covid-19 pandemic caused seasonal employment in service-related industries, 17.9% 18,780

the County's unemployment rate toreach an all- —S«<e ... ‘efe feo o' ec%oecD<c..fo— e—"""¢cota Overall Underemployment i
y ploy < feo f <Hoe<D ... f <o (State Rate: 13.8%) Overall Potential Target Workforce

time high of 20.3% in April 2020. Unemployment

: i County underemployment among production and
increased through 2024 to 5.7% in August, exceed

. i distribution workers (20.8%) is higher than state 18.4% 5347
Ing any pre-pandemic August unemployment rate o |5 (16.295). This equates to 5,347 potentially Blue Collar Underemployment Potential Blue Collar Workforce
since 2016. underemployed blue collar workers and 13,154 (State Rate- 14.6%)
While county unemployment initially recov- underemployed white collar workers within a 20.8% 2 244
ered more quickly than the national average 40-minute drive time. As a result, the region is poised Production & Distribution Potential Production & Distribution
(to 4.7% by April 2021), it has not fallen to for employment expansions. Underemployment (State Rate: 16.2%) Workforce

pre-pandemic levels. _
Fueled by South Carolina’s largest workforce devel 17 3%
. (0]

opment database, SC Works connects job seekers wylatie ©llE L e 13,154

ployment . :
to state and local workforce resources. SC Works (State Rate: 13.0%) Potential White Collar Workforce
partners with the SC Department of Employment

By industry, the majority of unemployment claims
in Horry County come from retail trade, accomme
dations and food services, healthcare and social

Labor Force Participation Rate in Horry County, SC Historical Unemployment Rate in Horry County, SC
‘—7 .. 38 '—-=S fU'Zcef ™" ffead xvxza
‘—r...ta a xvxza f—r.fa —"ff— " f,'" —f-<e—<..%& xvxzfa
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and Workforce and 12 Workforce Investment Boards
to help employers post positions and candidates
PceT "fec—<cteed ‘"> F"%et—"™e
(HGTC) has a blueprint for future economic devel
opment in Horry County, which will strengthen our
workforce and homegrown industry opportunities.

While employment data is closely linked to the

price levels for consumer goods and services. When
applied to wages and salaries, the result is a measure

.ofrelativg gurchagingdwer. Horry County's cost

of living is 4.7% lower than the national average.

Average wages are also lower, and rental costs and

Stet "fZ—Fe Sft e<Uhoe<Dc...foe—7> <o, "Ffett oco. % trrra
increasing demand for housing near employment

centers.

In addition, the majority of hospitality positions,

health of the economy, wage and earnings data give with the exception of managers, typically are not pro

some insight into how each sector contributes to
individual and family incomes. The average worker
in Horry County earned annual wages of $46,261 in

"<ttt ™Mc—S StfZ-S ,feiDc—ed Stef .o fVee <o'f . —
both existing and prospective residents who cannot
obtain relevant, highly-paid employment with the

2024, a 3.6% increase from 2023. As acomparison, ,tefBDc—e —Sf> ottt —* e—""""— _St” “fecZ<cted

annual average wages were $72,405 in the nation
in 2024.

High-wage sectors in the county include Management
of Companies and Enterprises ($98,997), Mining,
Quarrying, and Oil and Gas Extraction ($85,951), and
Finance and Insurance ($82,791). Wage growth in
Horry County saw a 3.6% year-over-year increase,
similar to the state (3.7%) and national rates (3.6%).

While the county’s demographic data is very compel
ling for the recruitment and retention of industries,
some existing economic condition provide reason
for concern. The majority of jobs in Horry County
are related to services that support the tourism
business. The county’s largest employment sectors
include Accommodations and Food Services and
Retail Trade, with an average weekly wage of $543
(approximately $13.57 per hour) and $677 (approx
imately $16.92 per hour) respectively.

Because low-wage sectors represent the
greatest share of county employees, theaver-
age hourly wage is $22.24.

COST OF LIVING

The Cost of Living Index estimates the relative

312

COMMUTING PATTERNS

Relative Purchasing Power in Horry County,
compared to South Carolina and the United States
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There are a large number of in-bound and out-bound
commuters in Horry County. An estimated 9.0% of
county employees commute from other counties,
while 7.3% of employment-age residents commute
to work outside the county (Census Bureau, 2020).
83.6% of county workers work and live in the county.

The majority of Horry County residents who com
mute out of the county work in Georgetown (4,332
people), Brunswick (993 people), and Florence
County (669 people). The majority of workers that
commute into Horry County reside in Georgetown
(4,356 workers), Columbus (2,096 workers), and
Brunswick County (2,381 workers).

Commuting patterns within Horry County and its
neighboring counties provides information regard
ing job creation and regional pull. In 2020, 83.6% of

In and Out-Bound Commuting Patterns
in Horry County, SC

314

Number of County Commuters by Commute Time

... ta ™M -—15>4 xvxza

— ffe .7 ot
employed Horry County residents worked in their
county of residence, compared to 58.1% in Dillon,

56.7% in Georgetown, and 41.5% in Marion County.

This data indicates that Horry County is a
regional job creator and employment hub,
which allows its residents to work in the
county and provide jobs for workers from sur-
rounding counties.

County commuters face moderate-length commutes,
with 63.7% of county workers commuting less than

30 minutes and 20.6% commuting 30 to 45 minutes.
Some commuters travel longer than 60 minutes
one-way. Challenges to employment growth include
f Zf..o " e—"Pc...cte—"— Z<¢..
—éi ”i%o("é. fZ"%o TM(—é <°...”if':tT
during the summer.

Horry County’s high disability rate among those of

workforce age, the prevalence of low paying posi

tions, and the high numbers of those without health

— " fe. f f"F e<%oe<Dc...fo— Zcoc—c*o%o
county’s economy. Those who lack health insurance

f "t «'"% ZcoetZ> - % D<°f'...<f22> <"—f,,2i
costs of out-of-pocket health care, any illness or

injury can impact an individual’s ability to maintain

™ "o fot | fe ot i"f7> e—"fco f S'—etS'Zt5
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These limitations create a scenario where a fragile
population lives paycheck-to-paycheck or is only
a few paychecks away from economic destitution.

on higher paid skilled jobs to help mitigate
employment instability.

In addition to maintaining low costs of living, focus
on affordable housing is also necessary. Staving off
economic destitution will also deter crime amongst
residents.

Horry County has a smaller workforce, lower work
force participation rate, and lower average annual
wage compared to peer counties due to its todr

ism-based economy. While tourism supports sales 1nea region boasts strong projected population

and employment, tourism-oriented sectors tend  oqyth and overall high workforce participation
to have low wages. Accommodations and Food among working age adults. However, age, income,

Service constitutes 20.3% of jobs with an average 5 educational statistics are in line or below state
annual wage of $31,612 and the 17.4% of jobs in 4yerages, which limits the continued development
the Retail sector have an average annual wage of ¢ 5 highly skilled workforce. While historic and pre

$27,085. Low-wage tourism-based employment g teq occupational growth statistics are favorable,
has a substantial impact on livability and disposable o era|| concentration and counts of key occupational

household income in the county. sectors may hinder opportunities in the manufae

Horry County needs tofocus economic growth turing and distribution space.

Labor Force and Payroll Comparison

Average Annual

The county has high underemployment compared
to the state average, which provides an opportunity
for companies to leverage latent workers and skills.

Employment However, effective high-wage workforce develop

%o T
ment is contingent on continued and enhanced
O 374,860 $58,830 interaction between employers, local training insti
e, 66 381,750 $54.540 tutions, and the community at large.
Greenville -
S e 422,160 $55,030 ECONOMIC BASE ANALYSIS
e Bree - Caimey - 176,800 $46.150 Economic health and growth are dependent upon a
North Myrtle Beach, SC - NC balance between large and small businesses and a
Spartanburg, SC 159,730 $52,850 T<"Fr oD f=cte 7 ot —e-"cted S«

major employers and industries in the county. It L

also takes a more in-depth analysis of important
sectors of the county’s economy. Horry County has
over 13,247 employers. Of these, 95.6% employ
P o1s0141 47.6% fewer than 50 people and only account for 42.3%
of the active workforce. Employers with 50 to 250
people account for 30.4% of the workforce, while the
remaining 27.2% are employed by large businesses

or governments with over 250 employees.

County Labor Force and Payroll Comparison

Labor Force

SRED Participation Rate

Horry County

Richland County 198,143 61.2%

Charleston County 222,161 65.2%

Greenville County 58.1%

. D(ofo_._:toa

‘—".. Fa 4 xvxz,a —"if— "

259,582
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MAJOR EMPLOYERS

Horry County's top employer is the Horry County
School District, followed by Coastal Carolina
University and the Horry County Government.
<tte—<Bcte —St tr Zce—
Trtet %' "f7eete—fZ "Dc...fe fot
County’s largest employers include hospitals and
chain big box stores, hotels and restaurants. Horry
County’s top employers include:

Adidas America

City of Myrtle Beach

Coastal Carolina University
Conway Medical Center

Food Lion

Founders National Golf
Georgetown Hospital System
Grand Strand Regional Medical Center
Hilton Grand Vacations Company
Horry County Government

Horry County Schools

Horry Telephone Cooperative

Kelly Services USA

Loris Community Hospital District
McLeod Loris Seacoast Hospital
OS Restaurant Services

Publix Super Market

Southeast Restaurants Corporation
Walmart

Wyndham Vacation Ownership

Below are the top Industrial Employers reported

by MBREDC. It is important to note that these are it of N M Beach
10 Z3Y of NpgtyMyrge Beac

oiZA%”i”"_iT o_o”i”o fo"' of) o
trial employers in the County. Horry County’s top
industrial employers include:

Kyocera (AVX)

Apollo Valves/Conbraco
Metglas

Canfor Southern Pine

316

% of Total % Total

Employees Employers Employers Employees Employees
Oto4 _ 8526 64.36% 9,610 5.93%
Z L ) i ki) ° a
5t09 1844 ,  13.92% 12,421 7.67%
—<T e >
10 to 19 1,353 10.21% 18,464 11.40%
20 to 49 948 7.16% 28,158 17.39%
50 to 99 330 2.49% 22,724 14.03%

100 to 249 1.39% 26,562 16.40%

250 to 499 0.27% 12,078 7.46%

500 to 999 16 0.12% 10,467 6.46%

1000 + 10 0.08% 21,457 13.25%

Total 13,247 100.0% 161,941 100.0%

Wolverine Brass

Several large businesses in Horry County have
developed locally and have a major impact on local
employment. Many large to moderately sized busi
nesses in Horry County are directly tied to tourism
and real estate. It is important to note that corpora
tions often own multiple brands, which they report
separately. While there may be additional local
companies that are large employers, the reporting
method may inhibit their ability to make the largest
fTe'Z'>F"e Zco—d& ST T'ZZ ' ™coe%o fF e<%oecDc<
ers not included in MBREDC and SCDEW's lists:

Horry Telephone Cooperative Inc.

orry Georgetown Technical College
Lowes Foods
Lowes Home Centers

STARTUP AND SMALL BUSINESSES

Small businesses make up 94% of all businesses in

-ofportufiifie& td improve availability of information

Economic Development

Horry County. In most cases, these businesses start

as home occupations and blossom into thriving
small businesses in need of commercial buildings. EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY

The Myrtle Beach Area Small Business Development e largest industry sector in Horry County is
Center is located at Coastal Carolina University. They accommodation and Food Services, employing
promote the growth and development of small busi 34 513 workers. The next largest sectors in the
nesses by providing management training COUrses reqion are Retail Trade (26,790 workers) and Health
and one-on-one technical assistance to business care and Social Assistance (15,413). The following

owners who wish to start, grow or maintain their  ~n5rt shows the breakdown in jobs by industry.
business in Horry and Georgetown counties. They

offer marketing analysis, business plan prepara
_(‘.é D(.f..-.(fz Aif.("(Z(_) [
resources to the entrepreneur at little to no cost.

Location quotients are used to identify the concen
+ (t@;iorf fondgsérifl,,secf%s_in ﬁ”l(chl economy rlela

tive to a reference economy. High location quotients

(LQs) indicate sectors in which a region has high cen
Home occupations are a large part of the local ¢entrations of employment compared to the national
economy. In Horry County, a home occupation is gyerage (LQ=1). The sectors with the highest LQs in
TEDodT fo f y—ecodes L ielT— _tﬁeTre%ibﬁ aretAecomimodation and Food Services
a residential dwellllng that IS an accessory use or (| q = 2.33), Real Estate and Rental and Leasing (LQ
structure to the residential dwelling. The business _ 1.91), and Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation (LQ
use must be owned and operated by the resident - 1 g9y while Accommodation and Food Services
owner or occupant. are the largest industry in Horry County, Charleston

e trtva —St"f ™Mttt f ——fZ ‘" sra@asd Bpaufost eeunties;still employ more people
County. Of these, 1,637 were owned by women Within these sectors. Two of three industries with
(15.9%), 799 by minorities (7.7%), and 504 by the highest LQ (Accommodations and Food Services
veterans (4.9%) (Census Bureau, 2024). In order to and Retail) also have the lowest average annual
<o’ "F —St F Dc..cte> feot fe.. - Wapes 22,3540 and $3p, 258 espectively).

of more small and minority businesses, the county
must improve the availability and understandability KEY EMPLOYMENT SECTORS

of business grdinances and requirements. There are There are multiple employment sectors that are
prominent in Horry County. The following employ
es. Clearer information about what types of busi  cyrrent or historic economic base. Some sectors
nesses are allowable in each zoning district should present opportunities for expansion while others
also be available. In addition, more closely aligning 7+ et %o ce% ‘7 Z'ocoe%o *<%os<D<.
%o ' " f"eetfe— ‘"Pc.. . fo ”iZf—<~i —t —ecetee Z<.. . Teece%

and zoning compliance will assist in streamlining TOURISM

the process. . . ,
P Tourism is the most important industry on the Grand

Strand, driving accommodation, food services, and
retail sales. The Grand Strand is considered one of

work towards minimiz-
ing development requirements for temporary
seasonal
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Current 4-Year History

the nation’s top vacation destinations and hosted
17.6 million visitors in 2023 (MBREDC, 2023).
Several industries provide goods and services to

Four Quarters Ending with 2024 Q4 Total Change  Avg Annual % Change

[RIES ISty Employment  “$"f %t «+—fZ A%+ Employment [Region travelers and tourists. In a study conducted by
" Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing 207 46,950 o6 " . Coastal Carolina University, over $4.8 billion in
and Hunting ' : - e.e97 i i i i
direct tourist related spending occurred in Horry
o e, Gy, 211 Ol 69 70.320 0.12 8 2.90% and Georgetown counties in 2015. This had a total
economic impact of $7.0 billion, supporting over
22 Utilities 650 59,856 0.79 75 2.88% 83,000 jobs. It generated $2.2 billion in income for
employees and business owners and a combined
23 Construction 9,363 57,456 1.18 1,664 4.44% -
tax revenue of $484.6 million for state and local
31-33 Manufacturing 3,444 51,840 0.28 468 3.40% governments. $158.8 was local government tax
revenue. (Salvino, 2016).
42 S‘Ztefzt "fti 2,860 60,288 0.49 634 5.54% : .
i i ’ There were approximately 157,000 units
44-45 Retail Trade 26,790 32,496 181 3,501 3.27% available for rent along the Grand Strand in
2024 including hotels, motels, vacation rent-
48-49 Pfeett—f—c'e feot fUES'—ece%3,229 49,080 0.66 856 6.63%
51 Information 1715 69,504 0.62 -18 -0.26% Vacation Rental Average Daily Accommodations Costs
52 Finance and Insurance 3,337 72,288 0.55 374 2.80%
53 Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 4,833 42,432 2.08 684 3.54%
" Cteectef7A ..<Fe—<D<..4
54 &G T ies] Senvites 4,824 64,800 0.47 1102 5.71%
55 Management of Companies 536 74,400 0.21 55 2.57%
and Enterprises ! ) ’
ftoecoce—"f—c"F fof — — fef .
56 Management and Remediation Services é,ogg 41,664 0.92 577 1.78%
‘L FA cec— =7 —fé
61 Educational Services 786 33,360 0.27 431 13.71% #a oo of=2F A 1S B [ofa xvx{]
62 Health Care and Social Assistance 15,413 56,448 0.72 2,774 4.50% Hotel Average Dain Accommodations Costs
71 Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 5,858 24,384 2.13 1,633 6.97%
72 Accommodation and Food Services 34,513 26,064 2.49 5,119 3.71%
Other Services
= (except Public Administration) 3,896 35,376 0.86 908 5.83%
92 Public Administration 1,257 69,480 0.36 133 2.65%
‘"L FA ',e A XVXZA —e, e ottt > —"Ef— 7 f," —f-ce—c..cd SF "= ef’cfe ef—e="> ZfescOc. foc'e >e—te <o —ett =t L Zfeecs —ecefes
foof,ZcoSefome fo. .. tce%e — =81 —>'f T f.tetec. f-<Cc—a Sf ‘Tt o te'cofe o3 2171704 "o 8% f77 <of—e="> 21747 = —S% |@t<%oc— 217174 $F Octem —™¢
T10cet 8% = 21747 . f—f%">& +o ™o fo —8F ot "4 ™S8 o —8f 71717 $Sfeceft o 5o "E v ‘—"..F8 o= »"-Z% #f..S & xvx{,a
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als, timeshares, and campgrounds.

The annual average hotel and motel occupancy
rates on the Grand Strand was 54.6% in 2024, com
pared to 58.7% in 2018 (MBACC, 2024). The annual
average daily rate was $122.79 in 2024 compared
to $119.25 in 2018. During peak seasons, hotels
reach more than 70% occupancy and fall as low as
30% in the off-season. During the shoulder season,
S‘—1Z "f—te [t fZe' e<Hoo<Dc...fo—2Z>
less revenue per room. This is a key indicator of the
need to offer exciting events during the shoulder
season which will increase year-round employment
and spending.

According to the Chamber of Commerce, overnight
visitors to Horry County spend an average of $338
per person per trip, while day visitors spend an

Vacation Rental Occupancy Rate

—7. 8 <<= »>"-7Z% ff..S I> f-fa xvx{fa
Hotel Occupancy Rate
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Total Annual Retail Sales

Year Total Retail Sales
2024 $16,496,773,401
2023 $16,248,748,250
2022 $15,552,237,272
2021 $13,393,078,043
2020 $11,325,889,328
2019 $11,957,865,054
2018 $11,794,717,963
2017 $11,297,018,127
2016 $10,685,625,039
2015 $9,999,531,153
‘f—"..Fa ‘"> ‘—e—>4 xvxza

average of $92 per person per day. The combined
o'tetce%o <o o<hoo<D<...fo— .. ‘eectd
visitors to the county. Because Horry County’s ecen
omy is dependent upon tourism, it is susceptible to
economic downturns. In addition, tourism can also
be vulnerable to tropical storms and hurricanes, as
—PfTEZ L fe L F <o fET > PZUtEY
beaches, and potential lack of power.

While retail sales volumes fell following both the
2008 economic recession (-$1.2 billion) and the
Covid-19 pandemic (-$632 million), sales recovered
quickly.

2024 was a record-setting year, with $16.5

billion in sales representing an increase of
64.9% since 2015.

AIRPORT TRAVEL

The Horry County Department of Airports plays a
tremendous role in the growing tourism economy.
The South Carolina Aeronautics Commission's 2018
Statewide Aviation System Plan and Economic

320

Impact Study announced that the Horry County
airport system’s total economic impact exceeds $3
billion annually, supporting 26,240 jobs and cre
ating $122 million in annual tax revenue. Myrtle
Beach International Airport continues to expand
the number of its service destinations and airlines.
The 2021 Airport Master Plan proposes continued
expansion of the airport to accommodate additional
passengers and freight.

SPORTS TOURISM

Sporting events are attracted to Horry County by the
availability of additional tourism amenities for spec
tators. Top area sports tourism opportunities include
the Myrtle Beach Pelicans, Ripkin Experience, and
more than 30 area Golf Courses. In March 2015,

Activities Participated in at Myrtle Beach
”<.%0 _é:t ._.":tn 0~

Ttft™fsea FUOTET

—" . 38 <<= >"-Z% tf..54 xvxya

the Myrtle Beach Sports Center opened its doors,
featuring 8 basketball courts, 16 volleyball courts,

Economic Development

seniors are of special importance.

According to the United States Bureau of

fef srrarrr «*—f"3 "T1— " "D %o hhs Zifiitich -erfployment in healthcare

numerous indoor events. It joined an extensive list
of existing sports facilities, from Coastal Carolina
University’s Convocation Center to the North Myrtle
Beach Sports Complex. The Grand Strand continues
to expand its sporting opportunities.

HEALTHCARE

Expanded population necessitates the need for
expanded healthcare options and services, includ
ing a variety of healthcare service facilities, physi

L<feie "D<.. .t ‘iT<f2 Zf,,‘"f—”’

cfefU%ofete— Dc’eed «—S vsay’
residents over the age of 55, healthcare services for

occupations is projected to grow 15.2% from
2023 to 2033, adding 2.2 million new jobs
nationwide.

This growth rate is much faster than average growth
and is caused by an aging population and feder
al health insurance policies that increase health
insurance coverage. The median annual wage for
healthcare practitioners and technical occupations in
Horry County was $62,705 in 2024, which is higher
than the median annual wage for all occupations.

I—jéfaglt%cérbtreﬁéted 'bCls_iﬁe.sses in Horry County
work closely with HGTC, which offers dental and
nursing programs, and CCU, which offers nursing,

Horry County Airports Employment and Spending

Airport Employment Impact Annual Payroll Annual Spending Annual Economic Activity Annual Tax Revenue
Myrtle Beach
International 23,474 $688,803,990 $2,003,376,340 $2,692,180,330 $119,872,710
(MYR)
Conway-Horry
County Airport 72 $3,239,860 $5,856,660 $9,096,520 $382,660
Grand Strand
Airport (CRE) 385 $12,334,580 $31,173,930 $43,508,510 $1,824,820
Loris Twin City
Airport (5J9) 2 $70,450 $125,520 $195,970 $7,850
Total 23,933 $704,448,880 $2,040,532,450 $2,744,981,330 $122,088,040
‘7. f8 '—-8 fU"'Z<ef '™ ffed xvxzé
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biology, and health administration degrees. Horry  million Unincorporated and Municipal Residential Units Permitted, 2020-2024
Co.unty Schools, including the Academy for the Arts, Construction growth continues to generally increase
Smence,andTechnoIogy(AAST)andtheAcademyf.T "Dt —e f e—" 0% f.. 'eerd ttcmc efZ cotivef

T F 5 % o L f TR "tiort drthoustng R Be-found in the Housing Chapter.

career majors like pre-medicine, nursing, and health

sciences among several others. Commercial development has also increased in
i ) recent years. In 1992, the greater Myrtle Beach
To match healthcare options to the growing pop FrEf ™fe t4Dcott ,> —8% tee—e fo f ot T fo

ulation in Horry County, Tidelands Health began a
new Family Medicine Residency Program in partner
ship with the Medical University of South Carolina
(MUSQC) in Fall 2016. This program is intended to
provide quality healthcare in medically under
staffed Horry County, as well as keep the residents £0ning and land development regulations are

as practicing doctors local once their three-year & common concem of developers as they often Unincorporated Horry County Commercial Plans, 2004-2023
residency ends. Grand Strand Medical Center has change within overlay zones and can create hurdles.

intitiated an internal medicine residency program to Conversely, there are still needed changes to the land

provide learning opportunities for clinical students. development regulations to support the quality of

However, local hospitals have expressed challenges lifé that people are seeking for their employees. See

associated with recruiting professionals and their the Land Use Chapter for more information about

families to relocate to Horry County because of zoning and land development regulations.

concerns over quality of life and lack of available |nfrastructure has implications for redevelopment.

statistical area, attracting new national retailers to
the region. Population growth will increase demand
for more information on appropriate locations for
new commercial businesses.

jobs for their spouses. Development requires affordable construction
materials which can necessitate expansion of local
CONSTRUCTION sourcing for sand, gravel, and lumber. The demand

—«Ztco%o "F—<"te f “fo— for—e— «forpkilledlaboq ipalso increaging.
human capital. Real estate houses our population, |n addition, the transportation network is impacted
provides places to work and play, and ensures safety, by new development. Increased pressure on urban
wellness and security. Like tourism, construction is  gtreets would require adherence to a complete

Unincorporated Horry County Residential Permits, 2001-2024

reliant upon national economic trends. streets network. Improvements to rail systems to
Construction has boomed in Horry County, surpass import industrial goods, road networks for increased
ing pre-recession levels in 2022. Though county —"— ...*<*% —="f"Dc..a fe ™MIZZ feo — "% "fTFe =" 211" "' f 1

permit revenue decreased by 5.8% from $11.1 ways would need to be examined on a case-by-case
million in FY 2023 to $10.5 million in FY 2024, new basis and in coordination with the redevelopment

Single Family Residential structure permit volume Project. As has been done in other urban areas, the
increased 9.1% from 5,278 to 5,759 permits. increase in tax revenue from redevelopment can

be reinvested into infrastructure and resources for

$1.629 billion to citizens.

$1.535 bhillion grew 149.9% from $614

‘v A "> t—e—s i e%fefe—a xvx{a
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MANUFACTURING

Horry County is home to 25 international compa
nies and US headquarters for such companies as
SURTECO North American NA, DME. Manufacturing
USA, Integra Fabrics, Teknoware, and Canfor The Palmetto Coast Industrial Park is a privately
Southern Pine are located in Horry County. Myrtle owned industrial park with 69 acres and 665,000
Beach Regional Economic Development is the prima SF of industrial distribution space. The property is
ry agency responsible for attracting manufacturing zoned for industrial use and features direct access to

They are fully sprinkled, including dock, well lit with

. . : : Industrial, Manufacturing, and Distribution Centers
trailer spotlights, and substantial truck parking.

St ec—% <o <o £8...F7Z7Fe— . tetc—<c'e ™M_S “"Pc.. e "Ff1
to build to suit.

jobs to the county. There are several sites that are

prime for the location of new manufacturing and
distribution centers.

(%S ™ fse us fol ttd o eofce‘es "—ZDc«ZZefe— . Fe—1%"
and Pepsi bottling plant have occupied the site.

The Waccamaw Distribution Center is a perfect

Cool Springs Business Park is made up of more than location for a business that is looking for a move-

60 acres of available land with access to major road
ways and is a short drive from [-95. The property
is zoned for heavy industrial use. PTR Industries,
f D<"ff7e ofe—"f ... ——"F"4 <o
of the park. The site is equipped with water, sewer,
electric, and telecommunications.

The Loris Industrial Park is made up of 100 acres
located in the City of Loris. The property is zoned
for light industrial use. The site is equipped with
water, sewer, electric and telecommunications.
There are multiple buildings that are move in
ready for new industry and distributors. Both Cool
Springs Business Park and Loris Industrial Park are
located within Opportunity Zones (see section on
Opportunity Zones). Opportunity Zones are areas
where reinvestment is encouraged through reduc
tion in capital gains taxes for those looking to invest.

Ascot Valley is another industrial park site made up
of over 220 acres of ready-to-build land. The prop
erty is located within one mile of Highway 22 and is
zoned for industrial use. The property is equipped
with water, sewer, electric, and telecommunications.

The East Coast Industrial Park is a privately owned
industrial park with 50 acres and 346,488 SF of
buildings for distribution and warehouse needs.

324

in-ready space with great accessibility, lots of space,
and an abundance of other features.

The Myrtle Beach International Technology &

— "AekSsphce PR (ITABY istheFregion’s hub for the

aerospace and technology industry. ITAP is a prime
460-acre aerospace, technology, and aviation park,
just off one of the longest runways on the East Coast,
at more than 9,500 feet. This site is ideal for ava
tion related industry. The Myrtle Beach Academy of
Aviation is a pilot training program that operates in
ITAP. The 84,000 square foot Veterans Clinic opened
in the park in 2019.

The Bucksport Marine Industrial Park is located on
the Waccamaw River. This site is zoned for marine
industrial use. A new roadway from US 701 was
recently completed to enhance access to the site. In
addition, dredging permits to improve water depths
at the site have been approved by the Army Corps
of Engineers.

Siting of new manufacturing facilities can be

challenging in any community. New facilities

require access to major roadways, adequate

utilities and infrastructure, appropriate zon-
ing, and an available workforce.

The greatest limitation to expanding manufacturing
jobs is lack of interstate access. Further details on o tA s —ess

Zfeece%o -

‘ece %o
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planned transportation projects are included inthe In 2022, 598 individuals were employed in farm
Transportation Chapter. In addition, there is a need labor, with $8.9 million in payroll. While few people
for industrial park siting along natural gas lines and are employed directly by agriculture, there is a sig

S fZUEf Y fTf<ZfLZF o Do s, —edB s Yhofpoces Tt Bl feo f— e —ST "1 % < euipmdntsSuécession of farm operations may be an

tions. To attract major manufacturers, large tracts there were 386 jobs in forest-based products (all
of land over 500 acres are needed. forest-based activity, wood product, paper product,
and furniture production) with a direct economic
impact of $17.925 million in earned income and
$19.298 million in gross regional product. Total
output generated $59.749 million, while the total
impact of the sector led to $86.724 million in sales
through the regional economy (Hughes, 2013).

AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY

According to the 2013 Horry County Agribusiness
Strategic Plan there are three main sectors of agri
business in Horry County: farming or agricultural

production, food processing, and forestry-based
business. While only 569 people are employed Agritourism is the fastest growing segment of

Economic Development

The long tradition of living off the land is alive and *<D ... f—<c'ed —'—"<coe@@ fot T fof "’
well today. The greatest challenges to farming are continue to lead in employment growth.

aging farmers and the cost to purchase and maintain 14 meet the needs of existing industries, there are

sectors of the economy that are likely to see job

issue gs futu.re geperatlons_, lose |nt.e_rest in farming, openings due to retirement yet may not have the
meaning heirs might decide to divide or sell the 5. f7 18 f"—<ot - P<2724a —-.8 f

farm considering increasing demand for raw land
near urban areas. While these are constraints, the
availability of prime farmland and the proximity of

sions like engineering and teaching. While historic
and projected occupational growth statistics are

i favorable, overall concentration and counts of key
an available local consumer base present an 0ppor . national sectors in the region are relatively low,

tunity for economic growth. The core strategies and again, may hinder opportunities in the manu
to drive a,grlbus.lness development, as outlined by 5 ¢¢ring and distribution space. However, there are
Clemson’s Institute for Economic and Community a0 that can be taken to foster business growth.

(o [%o"C..—Z7——"tA “"fe_">4 Do Sgri'c%étufm tel&ed busindssin-S6uth Carolina. Development’s Horry County Agribusiness Strategic

number underestimates farmers that are operating ~ %o”<—‘—"cse <o T1Dcott feo fo> f%o"<...— 2 —PlanaeAs folons: ECONOMIC BASE FINDINGS

without a bgsiness license, as USDA Farm numbers ac‘:tj\iity tf‘lat attracts‘ visitors to fagmf anle ra:\ches., ) , L Pro’vide support infrastructure for develop- While specialized economic and strategic plans

are all that is necessary to operate a farm. | — —> fo— X f%"¢—"— < ee '}I"ec—ea —S1t fglocal food system; have been written by many groups, implementation
$105.2 mil- being established in 2016. These farms' primary 2. Pursue a feasibility study for the develop- remains an issue. With top employers in education,

agricultural uses include vineyards, cattle farms,
farm acreage and produce growing (like strawberries, melons,
cotton, and soybeans) and have activities like you-
pick-crops, special events, farm-to-table, weddings,
harvest markets, farm tours, museums, educational
classes, hayrides, barn dances, corn maze, wine
tastings, and more.

lion in crop and livestock sales,

decreased 11.1%

The county ranked 11th in the state in cash receipts
solely from timber harvests with a total delivered
value of $31,436,492. While the total delivered value
was higher in 2013 at $34,439,543 and the county’s
overall rank in South Carolina fell from 6th place, Strawberries, sweet potatoes, tobacco, indigo, rice
the total acreage of private forestland increased to and corn all have historical roots in the county. While
466,925 from 426,871 acres (Clemson, 2001; SCFC,many farms still harvest these products, peanuts are
2022). emerging as an important commodity for farmers
in the county. In addition, other land and water
intensive industries continue to be an important
aspect to the local economy. Early in the county’s
history, the inexhaustible supply of pitch, pine tar
and turpentine provided a continuing source of naval

2022 agricultural sales included $11.9 million in
tobacco, $35.9 million in grains and oilseeds, $5.5
million in cotton, $9.0 million in hogs, and $7.9
million in poultry (USDA, 2022). While the county’s
major crop and livestock types saw decreases in . . _
sales volume from 2017, sales increased for grain, supplies for the ever-growing City of Charleston.

poultry, and a variety of crops, indicating increasing Agriculture is a st.rong economic_drifver in HO”Y
et —cte fTET e D focied o tﬁ%ﬂ‘%%‘{"&?@ﬁ'”ﬁ an.apportunity for economic

were planted in soybeans and 17,713 in corn. growth and preservation of rural lifestyle.
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ment of_a tourist oriented equestrian park; government, healthcare, and utilities, Horry County
3. Work with local peanut producers 1o pursue  peeds to work towards retaining and attracting

investment in peanut shelling facilities; highly skilled and educated residents.
4. Leverage existing export networks to develop

a market for locally grown sweet potatoes;
5. Capitalize on the national trend of brew pubs
and develop linkages with local agribusiness.

greater vari-
ety of jobs available

Horry County has an economy strongly driven by

Reqi | ith the b iob h tourism. Continued growth in accommodation, food
egional sectors with the best Job growth OVer e jice and retail trade is expected. While Horry

-St Zfe- DotEstfTe I X2 _C§unt>’/c hds rbcoVered fréh fhe 2008 and 2020
Assistance (+4,166 jobs), Retail Trade (+2,143), FoTM e

. _ —7"ee ™S te —ete’Z'sete_ o'ceo
anql Construction (+1,291). T_otal employment is cation is desired to maintain economic stability and
projected to expand by 2’_718 JOb_S or +1',7% anit - avoid large increases in unemployment. This can
ally. Health Care and Social Assistance is expectedbe accomplished through increased concentration
to be the fastest-growing sector with 2.2% annual in expansion of sports tourism, manufacturing, and
empl.oymfant gr.owth. Accommodation and Food agricultural opportunities in addition to small busi-
Se.rV|ces is projected to add the greatest numb_er ness growth and local training and education to meet
of jobs (+588), followed by Health Care and Social employment needs and workforce development.
Assistance (+406) and Retail Trade (+338). While
employment growth will support economic diver-

10
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ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES Chapter, it can reasonably be assumed that employ Fantasy Harbor was the home to the former Hard in Hurricanes Joaquin and Matthew led to a rapid
. , L ment and business opportunities must expand at a Rock Park and Freestyle Music Park. Besides thedeterioration of many neighborhoods directly adja
Achievement of Horry County’s economic vision . . -
. . similar rate. Waccamaw Factory Shops and a handful of hotels cent to the Intracoastal Waterway. Its proximity to
requires a long-term organized effort that goes ) _ ) )
. . and area churches, the area largely sits vacant with Market Common in the City of Myrtle Beach makes
beyond entrepreneurial successes. Any economic o : . . . : e .
U f t% s _Sf_ etdee ' " 7DIF (%ON}'\%LIJN”X F\:LEVJTNTI%AFHON abandoned buildings and parking facilities. This this area prime for revitalization and reinvestment.
education, economic diversity, infrastructure, and  The health of a community is often tied to the number area hqs_ great potenthl, asitis Iogated between It.|s also part of a onv to modgrate mgome area with
natural resources must rely on both public and Of vacant storefronts and the aesthetics of existing two thriving areas and is located dlrggtly on thg high levels of Spanish speaking residents.
private partnerships with shared economic goals.  Or former commercial centers. Revitalization is an Intracoastal Waterway. Fantasy Harbor is in a Special rpq et Square Mall in Garden City was repetitively
Assuming Horrv County continues to arow along the approach that can stabilize residential communities Tax D'_St”Ct for adm!SS|ons. The Admissions .Ta.x IS ctte—Dctt > o—""F> "fUoc..<'fo—e fo
populatic?n projyection prlained in thge Popula?ion and foster downtown redevelopment and invest aqthonzed only for improvement of roads within 5,4 rejuvenation opportunity in the South Strand.
ment. The construction, design, and implementation this area (Horry County, 2011). Largely vacant with deteriorating external facade,
of revitalization efforts provide employment oppor- Carolina Forest has potential for redevelopment —S«<e f"3f fZ"%f1> ,fofDc—e "o fo
What areas of Horry County do you want to see  tunities and rejuvenated commercial and industrial relating largely to resident interest in roadway and  rant presence immediately surrounding the mall.
revitalized or redeveloped? centers provide new employment opportunities. —"f " D<... <o’ "ftefe_ed Stet ' E Revitahizativn cgultiticfehse the economic vitality
This in turn can lead to reinvigoration of existing underway. There also remains opportunity for of the entire area surrounding it. It could also serve
residential areas. economic growth near Carolina Forest Blvd and fe f *<%oe<Dc¢...fo— THe—cef—c'e ™MSte to
St vy _e_, trvr —""f> <tte—<D« flighway 501 and the qun Cen-ter area near River from the south.
e—Z2-<2% 2t f-ctes =Sf— .'—27% ,t+1D— O3ksDrige andntgrnational Drive. The Little River Waterfront is another area that has
tion or the redevelopment of community centers. The City of Loris has potential for revitalizationin  ,tfe <tte—<D<ft ,> =SF ... —e—> feotf "
Each of the following locations has unique opper the downtown commercial district. Crime prevern  as in need of revitalization. The redevelopment of
tunities which can strengthen sense of community tion, street and sidewalk maintenance improvements the waterfront could not only increase the vitality of
and cultural experience, as well as economic rein and enhancement of the historical characteristics of —S1 DceSce% <ot—e—">  fott <o —St [’
vestment. These areas may be ideal opportunities the area would greatly enhance the sense of cam provide greatly needed commercial enhancements.
for the integration of residential and commercial ity i i i ' iti T :
9 . i, m“”'ty_ _|n Lqus and its surround_lng communities. The revitalization and reemergence of economic
uses to create live-work communities. In addition, job growth at the Loris Commerce Park

fo.—<"c=> <o —Stet f"Ffe f"f ec%oocD-
character and sense of community. The Future Land
Use Map encourages the revitalization of these areas
and the preferred community form if redeveloped.

could also drive revitalization. The Main Street
Program and Community Assistance Program may
be of value to revitalization of the City of Loris.

Downtown Myrtle Beach, also known as the site The City of Conway has multiple revitalization Other tools, such as overlays, priority investment
of the Old Pavilion, is a thriving oceanfront towr and rejuvenation opportunities. Most frequently, zones, and Tax Increment Financing districts may

ist destination with a boardwalk, promenade, participants in the survey called out the need for assist with the redevelopment of these areas.

beach shops and restaurants. The area directly revitalization of the Downtown Conway area and

e " et (oY% ‘™Me_t™Me _73% ff ... S .. ‘— Ziie rejueMation of the historic area and district OPPORTUNITY ZONES

from increased redevelopment. The Myrtle Beach around the area near the intersections of US-378

Opportunity Zones are a community development

Downtown Redevelopment Corporation is leading and US-701 with 501 Bypass. program designed to encourage long-term private
an gggressive implementatiop schedule for their Cofe—tt — 7t~ frto— 71 _te1D davestments in lDW-.irkaEhe communities. This
Pavilion Area Master Plan which addresses much frontage revitalization, as well as rejuvenation of sur ~ program provides a federal tax incentive for tax
of the redevelopment potential of the area. T et co %A f %o <% *t<%o & "3 tes payerswho teilvEst drreadized capital gains into

C—" . fA ‘"> fe—e—> Zfeeco%o o ‘eco% A xvx{a
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Opportunity Funds, specialized vehicles dedicated
to investing in low-income Opportunity Zones.

Opportunity Zones are low-income census tracts that
offer investors the following incentives for putting
their capital to work in low-income communities:

1. Investors roll existing capital gains into
Opportunity Funds with no up-front tax-bill;

Economic Development

These sites need to bepreserved for large em-
ployers as areas of economic growth.

ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES FINDINGS

Lietec L TeTE e DL f—<te <o [ [teect b

the general economic health of a community as it
insulates the workforce from cyclical trends in the
national economy while helping to maintain a broad

2. D<tertf” S Ztce% "te—Z—+ dask ferégdiifatian access to amenities. By encour

tion in capital gains owed and a seven-year
holding results in a 15% exemption;

3. Investors can defer their original tax bill
until December 2026 or until they sell their
Opportunity Fund Investments; and

4. Opportunity fund investments held for ten
years waive capital gains tax on the invest-
ment's appreciation.

Horry County has six Opportunity Zones in Myrtle
Beach, Conway, Aynor, and Loris.

Some have sitesideal for expansion of existing
manufacturing, while others include areas
residents want to see revitalizatized.

INDUSTRIAL CENTERS

Concentrated areas of high-quality facilities that are
adjacent to complementary retail, commercial uses
and residential areas are needed in Horry County
to further encourage industrial and manufacturing
centers. These centers should have proximity to
major roadways including proposed I-73 and I-74,
as these will undoubtedly be critical components to
lead to future jobs.

Siting such centers can help Horry County becom
more economically diverse, moving away from being
a place just for tourism and capitalizing on the tour
ism market to build complimentary manufacturing
and service industries. It is important that these
areas are not developed as low density residential
or as commercial with low tax return.

aging small businesses through land use policy and
lowering barriers for startups, Horry County can
help to diversify the types and sizes of commercial
and industrial offerings.

Redevelopment is also essential to perpetuating a
sustainable and stable economy. Horry County must
not only encourage redevelopment in urban areas
where available land is limited for new development,
but also in rural and suburban areas where unsightly
vacant and underutilized building shells discourage
new growth and investment. Encouraging develop
ment in opportunity zones through the creation of
industrial and manufacturing centers will not only
create centralized hubs for large employers but will
create a loop of reinvestment into underprivileged

areas of the County.

CONCLUSIONS

Horry County’s economy is heavily dependent upon
tourism, which is driven by the hospitality industry

and retail sales. The warm climate and low cost of
living have also attracted many people to relocate to
the area, resulting in housing growth. Horry County’s

e €conomic growth is dependent on the national

economy and the availability of disposable income.

Lletec . T<TE e c@mecEssaty for any
jurisdiction, as it can stabilize a community
even during economic downturns.

Horry County should foster a stable and competitive
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. business climate to draw business to the region mixed-use revitalization areas. This includes imple
and should support and strengthen the economic mentation of plans for areas that are deemed highest
viability of existing industries. The county should priority.
also encourage business start-ups, including small
business enterprises, minority owned businesses,
high-technology and knowledge-based businesses,
and attract new targeted industry sectors to our
community. Appropriately sized acreage should
be preserved at Economic Development Nodes to
ensure space for industrial, manufacturing and
business park uses.

The airport is essential to maintaining tourism,
and Horry County should cooperate with local
municipalities to increase air service. The tourism
industry can be further enhanced through contin
ued beach renourishment and protection. Tourism
niches should also be encouraged and strengthened
in areas like the City of Conway, Little River, Garden
City, and the surrounding areas. This can be achieved
Myrtle Beach Regional Economic Development through improved sense of community and individ
Department should continue to promote the county ual character as well as by tapping into existing and
and its trained quality workforce, evaluate new eco  new sports tourism opportunities, existing and new
nomic development opportunities as they arise, and agritourism opportunities, and future possibilities
support the other recommendations of this Plan as for ecotourism.

part of the comprehensive strategy for the future

of the county.

A comprehensive economic development
framework and economic development plan
with commitments to implementation is vital.

Continued training will be pivotal in maintaining a
living economic plan that has the adaptability needed
in a changing economy. A strategic comprehensive
growth plan is needed.

Horry County needs to improve the business climate
by enhancing government services and communiea
tion processes. This can be accomplished by improv
ing the Horry County website as well as simplifying
the information distribution process to new small
business and start-up owners. Along similar lines,
Horry County must target the appropriate audiences
for this information.

Horry County must continue to work towards the
development of high-quality industrial land and
building products that attract new and expanding
businesses. By utilizing public input for revitaliza
tion, the county can identify and develop targeted

C—" . fA "> e—e—> Zfeeco%o foT ‘ece%od
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St "< e *TEe—ete— Sf—%" -‘V—C—ZRPI"I%L HVEPROVEMENTS PLANNING
;..:l:..l.iT fa(_fz (.!111"’1:.:’:._0 _Sf_ TM(ZZ ":l:. .:t . )
foof"s “f" _8% ot&— ti..ft1 - .Itfs_ttbe g@ggo.n_sl(b.ll%offtbqﬁnanceand Planning

OEL  _tt T f_cfeed - nu~(TiDep@rtme&ts_tqd?\@_!go&staff-recommended
“f.<Zc—cted S<%Se..e— t*— -1 Lapitaflmproveents Plae (CIP). The CIP provides
of "> =t et 7. ~f .. <2<« ctHorfeGounty Goverpmeftiand e public valuable
“feZf,ZF T—etcoe%o o'—"..fe fet infommnhation-anteath tapital greject, such as scope
f"f ftt7feett <o —Sce "Zfoed fZ'e%hcB%HE&S. f"Fix—0fZt—...4 & -ST Do
T—etce% +S-"fZZed Sce <o”"ef—altwillbf unddrtaken the e6tdl hmount of funding
= cem e T———"% "7 Fe—1 eIt [ edllocated fdr each ptdjec the programmed amount

T—eTce%o ="t fee —F ot —S'et o1y Be&texpended each year, and the approved method
S<Zt —Sce tZ%tefe— <tie—cOcte «fobfunding« FeXIP alsh providesipolicies and guide

C— <o > et e fee [ te’7F 17> ceo.. Zdines curreht fond ratifig, debtaffordability through

fet $“—cefe— otfted fe o'~ fZZ «debiprojecfions,nfl turrent revenue information

Cf=FT P>t f Ot if” —<of "7 pndRantuat basisT c F -

fZe' T Fe o= ""c¢'""c—cet ""ET...-ca fo - ™M _ZT f efe _

ing an assumption regarding the local and nation ©ON November 9, 2004, County Council passed

fZ T..''ex& fof ™M —Zt o' f.. .. « Resalution 158-4 ggaepding A capital improvement
effted fe'f...<fZZ> <o —St t~1e— ‘program pplicyiThis pglicy ig fevised as needed
fTete— <ed S ™ME"E"4 <o—fettt —' cwiththe-A®st regent +efigion Resolution 71-14 on
" "fefe— Zfe folf —Sted <o BEptemBYr1652014s

LERE A St The CIP is a short-range schedule of public improve
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efe— "' ET...—e 'Zfeett —* ‘.. .. —dutlifigd’ withibbadopted @dighs. These projects can
'f7<'ta St f'<—fZ —1% 31— <+ —Shenbe tecommehtedto-CSunty Council.

CIP and includes those projects for which funds
have been appropriated. The subsequent four years
o Z—tEt <o 8% T %"fe "tDZ1
subject to budget approval by the Council, in the
respective future years. These four years are subject
to change annually and should be reviewed each
Do fZ >t f"a

Before Horry County develops a major capital

improvement, it estimates the impacts of the con

tintied Gpkratidnk ahd maiftehanc of the proposed

facility or piece of equipment on an annual budget.

Expansion of capital improvements is often asso

ciated with increased operations and long-term

maintenance costs. However, these factors should

evaluates its needs annually be weighed against the long-term maintenance

cost of not replacing, maintaining or renovating an
existing facility. In addition, some public service

The Comprehensive Plan and other adopted county facilities must be staffed on a part-time or full-time

plans also identify and propose many projects and basis, which can result in long-term budgetary

programs requiring public funds along with areas for impacts of planned capital improvements prior to

priority investment. The selection of projects from €ngagement of construction of a project or purchase

those submitted is based on several criteria. First, Of equipment or land.

the project must be consistent with the most recently

adopted Comprehensive Plan. Second, the project FUNDING SOURCES

must meet the county’s CIP policy guidelines. Last,

~St"f e—e— [ F e—"Dc..cte— "—ete [T fuafiftyditaxes@nd revdnue streams

the project. The CIP is reviewed through several

venues, incluvding the Planning Commission andv For example, in FY2026, Capital Improvement
—wl<. SEfTce%oea T—e—> T—e..Zpafatiesare Anftipaled to be largely derived from

.. f Z > % fdecisio &d.addpts & s Par@of the annual budget. o General Fund and Road Fund, indicating that

Per state law, the Planning Commission has the Horry County relies heavily on a pay-as-you go form
authority to appoint an advisory committee with  of capital improvement funding, as opposed to debt

representatives from all the affected agenciesto D<efe...<e% & Sce <o —* tee "1 _Sf—

assist in cataloging, ranking and developing the low. The following information describes available
CIP and the annual list of priority projects. The CIP sources of capital improvement funds. However, only
is also a vehicle for coordinating bond issues pro a small portion of these funds go towards capital
posed by various public entities such as the Horry improvements as they also support operations.
County School Board, Solid Waste Authority Board

and other autonomous or semi-autonomous groups. GENERAL FUND

eliminate pUb!'C confusion when .severa! groups  npyes and expenditures necessary to carry out basic
propose bond issues at the same time. This process yoyernmental operations in three divisions of the

should occur prior to the development of the annual county, including Administration, Public Safety,
CIP, and should incorporate those needs and projects
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FY 2026 Breakdown of Fund represents revenue and expenditures for the Beach Nourishment Fund ... f—e— T Proefo «f Z "Fet—" .. k-
Capital Budget Revenues - $72,701,878 g *9 " T e "1 7 Fefe— . . isiti i | ' j
p g $ ¥ <teoe%o D<"F 7 f"f 17 fTheiBé;ach Nourishment Fund is used to account acquisition or construction of major capital proj

(pumpers, air trucks, ladders, brush trucks, tankers
and heavy rescue) in the unincorporated area of the
county. Both funds have property taxes as the major
source of their funding. This tax millage is only levied
against areas of the county that are provided with
bt —-f...—<'*a

1M

E-911 Emergency Telephone Fund

The Emergency Telephone System was established
in order to comply with Title 23, Chapter 47 of the
South Carolina Code of Laws, which sets the system
requirements for Public Safety Communications
Centers. It mandates the collection and expendi
ture of funds for wireless and landline telephones.
Monies from this fund are totally restricted to the

9-1-1 system.
and Infrastructure and Regulation. It also is used

" F Lt fZZ Deofe<fZ ="feef ..
be accounted for in other funds.

‘7. tAa ‘" ‘—e_>a xvxid

-Solicitor Fungh* — <"+ T -~

The Solicitor Fund accounts for revenue derived
SPECIAL FUNDS frorrl the State, Horry County,AGeorgeAtown County, i
woZcte— Deote fol “hfe "7e cof"The—cte

The revenues, expenditures and fund balance for all 54 sejzed monies from the Drug Enforcement Unit.
Special Funds are reported in the Special Revenue

—et " fee—fZ Deofe.<fZ "1 - pUBlic DefendersFuldt
exception is the Capital Improvement Project fund
which is maintained by the County Treasurer.
Community Block Development Grants are only
used for CIP projects based on the direction of the
administration and as such are not addressed as
special funds.

The Public Defender Fund accounts for rev
enue derived from the State, Horry County and
Georgetown County for funding public defenders.

Road Maintenance Fund

The Road Maintenance Fund is used to account for
the revenues collected from a $50 fee charged for
each motorized vehicle licensed within the county,
CTC Allocations, and Stormwater fees. Funds are
earmarked for the maintenance and improvement of
the codnty's road shStém, public works operations,
and allocations to COAST RTA.

FIRE FUND & FIRE APPARATUS
REPLACEMENT FUND

The Fire Fund represents revenue and expenditures
TSt e T T Tt o % D
safety education in the unincorporated areas of
the county. While the Fire Apparatus Replacement
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f..—e ‘—=St” —Sfe —S'ef Dcofe. fT > -
Maintenance, Fire Apparatus, Fleet Replacement and
Heavy Equipment Replacement Funds.

for revenues and expenditures for beach renour
ishment projects on the unincorporated beaches
of the county. Beach renourishment is funded from
Local and State Accommodations Taxes and the

Debt Service Funds
General Fund.

Debt Service Funds are used to account for the
accumulation of resources for and the payment of
1 general long-term debt principal and interest. The
"main source of revenue is taxes levied against real
and personal property. Debt Service Funds have
been established for the following functions: General
Debt Service, Special Revenue Debt Service, and
T T %oRide_Irp rovement & Development Effort (RIDE)
Plan Debt Service.

County Recreation Fund

The County Recreation Fund was established July
2001. County Council established a separate millage
to ensure that the current level of commitment to
recreation was maintained in the future.

f-—:t f‘f%o:t‘:t'—
The Waste Management Recycling Fund was estab
lished in 1993 to accumulate the revenues and Horry County Department of Airports
expenditures related to solid waste collection and (Airport Enterprise) Fund
"t Z<o%od 't 'f—c'ee " —Sce "—oF f"f Deofoe..ft ™Mc-S

property tax millage levied on the unincorporated "€ Horry County Department of Airports Fund
areas of the county. is used to accumulate the revenues and expenses

related to the operation of the county’s four airports.

"Ef—ctee fUF Deofoe T o f<Zy ™Mc-&
for services, leases, grants, and other airport related
services.

‘Stétmiater Management Fund

The stormwater Management Fund began operation
in 1999 to account for the revenues and expeRs
es related to the project construction, mainte
nance, and development of the county’s Stormwater
Management Program.

INTERNAL SERVICE FUNDS

Internal Service Funds are used to account for the
Decefo..co% ‘'~ %o''Te 7 eF" <. Fe
department or agency to other departments or

) ) , agencies of the county on a cost reimbursement
Sunday liquor sales licenses and permits are used basis. Expenses of these funds are included in the

for additional recreationavl improvements at various budhgets of the respective departments and agencies g}
’f”..é_ S:t D(.fz T:t_:t”.(.f_(l. [ %‘T ~ .%0

. , hat use The" sefvices.
is disturbed occurs when received by the county.

Sunday Liquor Sales

Internal Service Funds have been established
for Fleet Maintenance and Replacement, Heavy
Equipment Replacement, and P25 Radio System/
Communications Cost Recovery.

Capital Improvement Project Fund

The Capital Improvement Projects Fund is used to
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priority investment

Fleet Replacement Fund & Heavy The Hospitality Fee rate is determined with consid
Equipment Fund eration to the location of the business. Businesses

located outside all city limits calculate the fee at
The Fleet Replacement Fund accounts for the 2.5% of gross proceeds from the sale of food and

r_eplacernent of county vehlclgs including some beverages, 3% of gross proceeds from rental of tran
light equipment. The Heavy Equipment Replacement ;. accommodations, and 2.5% of gross proceeds
Fund accounts for the replacement of heavy-duty from paid admissions and amusements. This fee is

vehicles and equipment. Financing of these funds currently allocated to the RIDE planning department.

comes from fees collected from other county depait

ments based on the life of the asset to be replaced. The chart below shows the percent of taxes collected
that is retained by Horry County within the unin

Communications Cost Recovery Fund corporated areas. In addition, the County receives
1.5% of both the hospitality and accommodations
tax collected by all municipalities within its jurisdic-
tion. This money must be used for tourism-related
expenditures which may include: construction,
maintenance, and operation of facilities for civic

The P25 Radio System and Communications Cost
Recovery Fund began operation July 1, 2016, to
account for the revenues and expenses related to
providing a mission critical radio communications
system compliant with Homeland Security Standards
for Public Safety Digital Radio Communications while
also providing interoperability with thousands of Hospitality and Accommodations Tax Revenue
other responders in South Carolina. Operations of

—Sce "—et fF Deofoe. fT ™S “ffe L ZZF..—fT "7 ef" <.t

from other county departments and municipalities.

The system will also receive a portion of the annual

revenue from the Host Fee paid to Horry County by

the Solid Waste Authority.

HOSPITALITY AND ACCOMMODATION
TAXES

Hospitality and Accommodation tax revenue has
steadily grown as visitation and the permanent
population continue to increase.

Hospitality Tax

The Hospitality Fee is a service charge imposed

on sectors of the hospitality industry that provide

accommodations to transients, collect admissions

—Zf . e " fe—etete_a otZ7 "Y' fUET 7 o't <D<tT
food or beverages, or provide short-term rental of

private passenger motor vehicles. n $E "My e_»r& xvxza
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and cultural activities including access and other
nearby roads and utilities for the facilities; public

facilities such as restrooms, dressing rooms, parks,

and parking lots; control and repair of waterfront
erosion, including beach nourishment.

Tourism and Promotion Fund

The Tourism and Promotion Fund accounts for State
revenue allocated to promote tourism in Horry
County and for other tourism related expenditures.
Revenues are derived from a State 2% room tax dis
tributed to recipient counties, less the South Carolina
Department of Revenue and Taxation administrative
fee and funds withheld for other counties. The local
accommodation tax for FY2025 was estimated at
$6.9 million, with allocations to the general fund,

Prepared Food and

Items Being Taxed Accommodations

Beverages
Remitted Remitted Remitted Remitted
Taxes Imposed to the to the to the to the
State County State County
State Sales Tax 6% 5%
State Accommoda-
tions Tax 2%
Local Hospitality o 0
Foe 2.5% 2.5%
Local Accommoda-
tions Fee 0.5%
Local Capital Proj-
ects Sales Tax £ <+ %o
A AN AT YA 1%

ments(effective May 1,
2025 and sunsets April
30, 2050)

Local Education
Capital Improve-
ments Sales Tax
(effective March 1, 2024
and sunsets February 28,
2039)

1% 1%

Taxes to be

collected 8%

2.5% 9% 3%

Indicates locally

CoTteft —f8Fe 10.5%

12%

" . F& ‘""> ‘—e—>4 XVvXza
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tourism promotion, and beach services.
RIDE TAXES

RIDE 1 (Riding-on-a-Penny)

On November 7, 2006, Horry County voters, by
a 61.4% to 38.6% margin, supported a One-Cent
Capital Projects Sales Tax for roads. This tax went
into effect on May 1, 2007, and increased the level
of sales tax in Horry County an additional penny on
all retail sales, accommodations and prepared food
and beverage. Horry County Council received $425.3
million over the seven-year life of the one-cent
Capital Projects Sales Tax. In 2018, County Council
extended this tax as a fund, which is not limited like
the following RIDE programs. An annual $23 miil
lion of the fund is allocated to funding the county’s
portion of I-73. It is projected that the county will
make these payments from the hospitality taxes for
about 20 years.

RIDE 4

On November 8, 2024, Horry County voters approved
a one-cent Capital Project Sales Tax for roads by a
57% to 43% margin. This tax went into effect on
May 1, 2025, and will expire on April 30, 2050. The
RIDE4 initiative is slated to receive $6 billion over
its 25-year life, which will be used to pave 100 miles
of county dirt roads, resurface 66.87 miles of county
paved roads, resurface 33.13 miles of city paved
roads, widen numerous roadways, and extend and
develop a number of new roadways. Full details are

<tfe—<Dctt <o =St "fee " fc'e
BONDING

Horry County utilizes General Obligation Bonds to
Dcsfe. .t ofE"”

Sfe ,fte <tfe—<PDcttad ,—— <o o'— >f— "

At this time, Horry County has bonds that were

ete_

priority investment

utilized to fund the construction of facilities, such according to land use regulations in existence on
as recreation centers and libraries. the execution date of the agreement.

Horry County may enter into a Development

Agreement with a contractor for the development

of property as provided in this chapter provided

the property contains 25 acres or more of highland.

The General Assembly included a lengthy statement

Grants are subject to available funding from State ‘=~ D<ot <e%oea '—"""ef fof co—Fe— <o

and Federal sources. In addition, county funds need Development Agreement Act. Principal among these

to be available for matching amounts required for was the desire to provide some measure of certainty

most grants. Historically, Horry County has utilized  as to applicable land development law for develop

a small portion of Community Development Block $7¢ ™S* eftf Dcefe..<fZ ..'eeoc—ofe—us
"fe— T—etce%o "7 <o fe—"—  ——"{develgprents..The Act-alsp exptesses the intent to

in neighborhood plans. Parks and Recreation has encourage a stronger commitment to comprehensive

also been able to secure funding through the State’s and capital facilities planning, ensure the provision

Parks and Recreation Developmentand Landand '~ ft1“—/f—% ' Z<... “f..<Zc—<ted 1o,

Water Conservation Funds. Additional grants are use of resources and reduce the economic cost of

available to assist with public safety equipment development.

needs. While grant funding is an excellent way to

secure funding, funds are often less than $100,000, Impact Fees

meaning substantial county contribution remains

necessary to complete major capital projects.

GRANTS

The South Carolina Development Impact Fee Act (S.C.
Code 8 6-1-910, et seq.), enacted in 1999, assigns a
s<Y%oe<Dc...fe— "2% - =St Z2'...fZ Z{
DEVELOPER FEES in recommending to the governing body an impact

The cost associated with public facilities and other fee ordinance. This Act allows counties and muric
capital improvements necessary to meet the needs of ipalities to impose by ordinance a requirement

new development can be conveyed to the developer, for payment of development impact fees by a land
which ultimately trickles down to the purchaser. developer as a condition of development approval.

St .- TiDcete T3 HZ 70— o' f .-
ment for a proportionate share of the cost of system
The General Assembly adopted the South Carolina improvements needed to serve the people utiliz
(~ Lgcal Gf ernment Development Agreement Act ing the improvements. System improvements are
in 1993. (S. CodeTltIe6 Chapter 31, § 6-31-10,T D<ot t feo ... f'«—fZ <o’ " "foeto_0 ¢
et seq.). The Act authorizes binding agreements which are designed to provide service to a service
between local governments and developers for the area. Public facilities include water, wastewater,
long-term development of large tracts of land. A solid waste and stormwater services, roads, public

Development Agreements

11

L fe—fZ <o’ Thefe—e MGt DevelbpritrfeAgreement gives a developer a vested safety, street lighting, capital equipment, and parks
'+ T 4#ght forfthé ferr bthe agreement to proceed and recreation.

345



Hory County
Imagine 2040

The impact fee rate must be based on actual improve
ment costs or reasonable estimates of the costs, sup
ported by sound engineering studies and generally
accepted accounting principles. State law requires
that collected funds be expended within three years
of collection and be allocated to projects that serve
new needs.

Horry County began collecting impact fees in 2022
on new residential, commercial, industrial, lodging,
and institutional development in unincorporated

In Horry County, special tax districts primarily exist
to upgrade and maintain infrastructure, such as
roads and drainage. In some areas, it is used to pay
for street lighting. On the southern end of the county
is the Murrells Inlet-Garden City Fire District which
et fe D" "ol —F of" T e -
Garden City residents in both Horry and Georgetown
County. Another type of special tax district is the
Watershed Districts.

Special tax districts remain a viable option for the

areas. The impact fee revenues are used to fund the areas of the county that would like to have more

capital costs of infrastructure necessary to support
new development, including a public safety service

frrfa .-

on the number of new housing units or square feet
developed.

$15.4 million
$24.4 million

Development Exactions

urban level facilities and services. However, the tax
rates associated with purely residential areas are

—e—>™ctt D"t «1"7¢... 14 dffeh-notfenbuth to tiegtthesdemand for facilities
and solid waste services. Fees are calculated based f ¢t ¢1""<...1s& fo <= "fe—Z—9 <o [ ec%oecDc...

to meet the demand. While it can help pay for capital
improvements, such districts are best to assist with
o — f - -D e %0 f () 'l'

f-t"eStt —eot

This tax in the various watershed districts is levied

in the development approval process to assist in
funding infrastructure and public services for a new

age on adjacent land. The Watershed Fund accounts
for the maintenance of Cartwheel, Buck Creek, Crab

development. These development exactions can take 1ree, Gapway, Simpson Creek and Todd Swamp
several forms. One example of this would be when Watersheds.

a developer divides land along a substandard right
of way. In this situation it is required that land or in

Mt. Gilead Road Maintenance Fund

some circumstances, an easement is given for the The Mt. Gilead Road Maintenance Fund accounts

right of way to be upgraded to current standards.

SPECIAL TAX DISTRICTS

There are a variety of special tax districts in place
throughout the county. The creation of a special
tax district requires a petition of the community
or County Council in order to be added to a ballot,
which is then formally voted upon by those living
within it.
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for revenue derived from property taxes for road
improvements in the Mt. Gilead Community.

Arcadian Shores Fund

The Arcadian Shores Fund accounts for revenue
derived from property taxes earmarked for infra
structure improvements within the Arcadian Shores
Special Tax District.

<ttde ““te ft feo—Fefe.d

The Hidden Woods Road Maintenance Fund accounts
for revenue derived from property taxes for road
improvements in the Hidden Woods Community.

— " L &condnbic devElopment Fund

The Economic Development Fund began operation
July 1, 1998, to account for the revenues and expens
es related to the rental, maintenance, development
and sale of property at the Atlantic Center and 701
industrial parks, which are owned and operated by
Horry County. These industrial parks are market
ed and maintained to encourage future economic
development within Horry County.

Pgn; T ey ouny
[ Z " ( ° %o °

o"'_o—"(fz f"o

‘e % ‘<e%o sfco—tefe.. 1 ottt.aheCoolSpringIndustrial Park was developed in

2005 through the county’s Multi-County Business
Park and Development Agreement with the
Burroughs and Chapin Company. The park is mar
keted and maintained to encourage future economic
development within Horry County.

Admissions Tax Fund

Admissions Tax District established in the Fantasy
Harbor area. These funds are earmarked by state
law for infrastructure improvements in that area.

FUNDING SOURCES FINDINGS

While there are many funding sources available,
many of them limited as to what the funds may
be spent on. Overall the county has more projects
that need funding than the combined amount of
funding that is coming in. As traditional methods of
<o " "fe"— . ——"F Dcofe. . 2% ,f..°
governments have turned to methods that place
"t " —St Deofoe < fZ ,—"Tte " %o”
structure on developers and new residents moving

priority investment

— o T FY 2026 Breakdown of Capital
Budget Expenditures - $72,701,878

—K_'nTia I NG T

into the community.

CAPITAL PROJECT NEEDS

The following pages include the summary FY2026-
2035 Capital Improvements Plan with total expen
diture and budgeted revenues charts, department
projects funded in the Capital Budget, and unfunded
projects.

"iOZi e — L éf"/oo
needs, population growth and development,
and priorities

The following capital improvements lists do not

include road projects, which can be found in the
Transportation Chapter. Most bicycle and pedestrian
projects are outlined in other regional plans and the
cbusty Bicyclefamd.Retiéstdan -Piag. The following
does not include school needs, which the Horry
Clunty &chbe Disttidt is resgonsible for addressing.
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FY 2026 to FY 2035 Capital Improvement Plan—Budgeted Revenues FY 2026 to FY 2035 Capital Improvement Plan—Budgeted Projects

FY2026 FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031 FY2032 FY2033 FY2034 FY2035 Totals Public Safety Facilities Project Cost freed "fc<Zed fet ‘f— [T ce%Project Cost
General Bonds =~ $30,453,513  $66,354,063 $14,815,660 $17,980,002 $18,629,817  $20,600,000 $49,702,550  $218,535,605 Station 9 - Antioch Fire Addition $2,926,080 Stalvey Creek Park $2,002,300
Fire Bonds $3523,465  $4,000,000 $4,119,650 $9,545,395 - $5,783,648 - $6,873,225  $33,845,383 . )
Station 10 - Ketchuptown Fire Replacement $3,886,500 Forestbrook Park $2,677,000
|nterg:o;/gr_:_1<-: $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000  $500,000  $500,000  $500,000 $5,000,000
menta Station 11 - Windy Hill EMS (New) $4,746,300 River Oaks Park $3,974,000
Intergov- . i . i .
ernmental $320,000 $320,000 $320,000 $320,000 $320,000 $320,000 $320,000 $320,000 $320,000 $320,000 $3,200,000 Station 17 - Mount Vernon Fire Renovation $2,787,300 Carolina Forest Recreation Center Phase 2 $2,620,000
Alcohol
Road Fund $12,720,000 ~ $11,250,000 ~ $11,725000  $12,485000  $12,675000  $13,150,000  $13,625,000 $14,100,000 $14,575,000 $15,050,000  $131,355,000 Station 19 - Cherry Hill Fire Addition $2,500,000 Socastee Recreation Park $1,830,000
Gegeeézlrr'i:#gd " $3,603500  $3553500  $3553,500  $3,553500  $3553500  $3553,500  $3,553500  $3,553500  $3,553500  $3553,500  $35,585,000 Station 21 - Maple Fire Expansion $2,500,000 Burgess Area Park $3,390,000
General Fund - Station 25 - Mount Olive EMS Renovation $2,750,000 Sandridge Community Park $970,000
Ore Time $2,000,000 $428,191 $600,000 - - $3,028,191 :
Station 26 - Goretown Fire Addition $2,500,000 Green Sea Floyds Recreation Center $723,000
E911 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000 $5,250,000 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000 $250,000 $7,500,000 Amenities
leiul?qzdio $200,000 . $3,000,000 . A ) $3,200,000 Station 28 - Joyner Swamp Fire Renovation $2,787,300 Aynor Recreation Center Amenities $500,000
N Station 30 - MB Olin Blanton Building Renovation $1,000,000 Pee Dee Park $850,000
Luﬁh $2,479,000  $2,729,000  $2,679,000  $2,529,000  $2,779,000  $2,779,000  $2,779,000  $2,779,000  $2,779,000  $2,779,000  $27,090,000
: Station 31 - Prestwick Fire/EMS (New) $5,406,300 Lewis Ocean Bay Trailhead $70,000
Recreation $1,000,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $5,500,000 ) ) )
Fund Station 32 - North Myrtle Beach EMS $2,750,000 Hardwick Road Trails $200,000
Fire Fund $568,100 $693,100 $693,100 $693,100 $693,100 $693,100 $693,100 $693,100 $693,100 $693,100 $6,806,000 ) . . )
e Station 34 - Red BIuff Fire/EMS Renovation $2,966,000 Trail TBD $900,000
fe=% F* 4340000 $940,000 $2,140,000  $1,040,000  $2,140,000  $1,115,000  $1,115,000  $1,115000  $1,115000  $1,115000  $13,175,000 ) ) . )
agement Fund Station 38 - Floyds Fire Renovation $3,971,500 Port Harrelson Landing $190,000
RIDE Il $672,000  $10,672,000  $672,000 $358,000 $75,000 - - $12,449,00 . . o - )
Station 44 - Public Safety Training Facility $5,000,000 Peter Vaught Sr. Park & Landing $1,011,900
Economic
Dev:'azlgﬁgqent $2,000,000 - $1,000,000 - $750,000 - $750,000 - $750,000 - $5,250,000 Station 49 - Carolina Forest #3 (New) $5,406,300 Pitch Landing $200,000
Station 57 - Bay Road (New) $1,500,000 Lees Landing $120,000
FY 2026 to FY 2035 Capital Improvement Plan—Budgeted Expenditures M.L. Brown - Roof & Rehab $6,600,000 Boat Landing TBD $1,600,000
FY2026 ~ FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031 FY2032 FY2033  FY2034  FY2035 Totals Public Safety Training Facility Phase II $17,500,000 Beach Bathrooms $825,000
Pl::ba"é:“i’izfsety $36,951,978  $70,454063  $600,000 = $12989,310  $900,000  $11761,447  $600,000  $10,631,585  $800,000  $57,175,775 $202,864,158 Public Safety Training Facility Phase III $4,500,000 Parks & Fields - Tourist Related $3,200,000
General Public Safety Training Facility Phase IV $20,000,000 Recreation Facilities Lifecycle $5,000,000
Facilities $5,050,000 = $1,500,000  $3,100,000  $8,028,000  $2,250,000  $16,363,950  $2,250,000  $16,181,880  $22,650,000  $1,500,000  $78,873,830
JRL Detention Center Bow Tie Addition/Renovation $60,000,000 General Government Facilities Project Cost
Infrastructure $1,500,000 = $3,428,191 $18,000 $1,500,000 - $6,446,191
Public Safet JRL Detention Center Phase 2 Renovation $20,000,000 Library Renovations $50,000
Equipmenty $898,100 $698,100 $698,100 $698,100 $8,698,100 $698,100 $698,100 $698,100 $698,100 $698,100  $15,181,000 o
— Animal Care Center Clinic $2,000,000 Gover"me"”*’é‘f‘;‘;ﬁ'sgﬁmer - Rehab & $28,722,500
Bo’;\ ¢ L;: ding£ 248802300  $2,685000  $2,001,900  $4160,000  $2770,000  $3946000  $3373000  $2790000  $4315000  $920,000  $32,853,200
Animal Care Center Improvement $600,000 Council Chambers A/V System $600,000
Ge.neral $1,777,500 $1,777,500 $1,777,500 $1,777,500 $1,777,500 $1,777,500 $1,777,500 $1,777,500 $1,777,500 $1,777,500 $17,775,000 . )
Equipment Mount Olive Magistrate $700,000 DSS Rehab $2,750,000
Stormwater . .
Mngt $2,400,000 = $2,650,000  $2,600,000  $2,450,000  $2,700,000  $2,700,000  $2,700,000  $2,700,000  $2,700,000  $2,700,000  $26,300,000 Aynor Magistrate $700,000 Ralph Ellis Complex Rehab $1,250,000
fe—t Police Sixth Precinct (New) $3,720,000 Agriculture Building Rehab $2,400,000
Management ~ $4,430,000 $980,000 $3,980,000  $1,980,000  $3980,000  $2,235000  $2,235000  $2,235000  $2,235000  $2,235000  $26,525,000
Recycling North Precinct Renovation $546,600 Bucksport Complex Rehab $1,000,000
Public
Transport $13,220,000  $11,750,000  $12,225,000  $12,985,000  $13,175000  $13,650,000 $14,125000  $14,600,000 $15,075,000 $15,550,000 $136,355,000 South Precinct Renovation $546,600 South Strand Complex Rehab $2,500,000
Infrastructure
5 Bond Issuance - Fire $1,097,403 Library Technology $400,000
Mitiit Tati 0{1 *T 672000  $10672000  $672,000 $358,000 $75,000 - $12,449,000
9 Bond Issuance - General $3,094,975 Green Sea Floyd Community Center $1,100,000
‘_"---ia RN L_._)é XVX{é
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UNFUNDED PROJECTS Lifecycle Maintenance Budgeted Funds

FY 2026 to FY 2035 Capital Improvement Plan—Budgeted Projects

General Government Facilities Project Cost t—Zfet <—<%of—c'e Project Cost Rapid population gI‘OWth and development mean lea_ilrf‘(tegxglre‘zce FY2026 Fy2027 Fr2028 FY2029
DHEC - Conway $4,242,150 Land Purchase $10,000,000 Horry County's revenues available for capital Fire $225,000  $350,000 ~ $350,000  $350,000
Conway Library $3,150,000 Maintenance & Monitoring $1,132,000 Improvemer.\ts do not .meet its total need.. Tables  pewenion 250000 250,000  $250,000  $250,000
CB Berry Community Center $711,750 Consultant Implementation Services $375,000 82;2(;:22?1\:,”;?0?:(3856;:12?ii;r;gj;:?ikﬁ)irsojlgt:ﬁ:gs Gg‘a’l’zlrlrl‘t?;gm $1,500,000 $1,500,000 $1,500,000 $1,500,000
James Frazier Community Center $2,343,750 Non-Wasting Endowment Fee $942,000 not include all of the county's equipment, technology, lggélr(esaetlirc])% $500,000 $500,000 $500,000 $500,000
Loris Library $646,350 fo-t fofY%tete- Project Cost or vehicle needs. As facility planning effortsarecom  —»_ta s ‘—«.—54 xvx{a
Socastee Library $3,300,000 Land Purchase $2,500,000 p|eted and population growth ana|ysis continues,
Sanders Building Renovation $1,500,000 New Facility - Forestbrook $2,750,000 the list of unfunded facility and equipment needs buildings and properties need repairs and major
Piver Building $850,000 Replacement - Brooksville $3,000,000 will need to be revised. maintenance.
Economic Development Land Purchase $5,250,000 Expansion - Longs $3,000,000
Infrastructure and Regulation Facilities Project Cost Expansion - Scipio Lane $500,000 I—I FECYCLE MAI NTENANCE COSTS PROJ ECTED FU N DS AN D GAPS
Loris Recreation Center Land Purchase $500,000 Expansion - Red Bluff $500,000 Horry County continuously assesses reoccurring and The current Capital Improvement Plan allocates
Fleet Parking Lot $428,191 Expansion - Jackson BIuff $500,000 lifecycle maintenance needs. This information will the majority of capital improvement expenditures
Fleet Expansion $3,000,000 Expansion - Browntown $600,000 ole—ce—F - D Z — i f - f e f* _tqwaquinffq;stzjgtu_r_eqtan_gi.general government
Public Works Complex Paving $1,000,000 Expansion - Loris $600,000 are needed, new staff are added’ and Horry County facilities. At this time’ HOFI’y County’s CIP Only
Public Works Maintenance Shed $1,500,000 Expansion - Recycle Road $600,000
Public Transportation Project Cost Expansion - Aynor $600,000
Repaving - Engineering (20 miles) $86,250,000 Expansions - TBD $3,600,000
Drainage Improvements - County Roads $1,000,000 Machinery & Equipment $200,000
"foD<.. fZecoe%o @& 'tit —e’e $2,000,000 Technology and Equipment Project Cost
"D, <GhoofZ “—c<eFe— $1,900,000 IT-CJIS security program $1,050,000
Dirt Road Paving (2 miles) $10,000,000 E911 Equipment $2,500,000
Dirt Road Paving - CTC (1 mile) $5,000,000 Fire SCBA Breathing Apparatus $3,431,000
Dirt Road Paving - PW (4 miles) $28,000,000 Communications - Motorola Radios $3,000,000
HC Fiber Line Relocation for SCDOT - County Roads $705,000 911 System Replacement $5,000,000
Prince Creek Parkway/SC 707 $1,500,000 Pleasant View Tower Generator $200,000
Stormwater Management Project Cost IT Servers/Switches/Storage $3,675,000
Pleasant Meadow Swamp Clean out Phase 2 $1,000,000 IT CISCO Core $5,250,000
Cowferd Swamp Clean out $1,400,000 IT Core Network Infrastructure $2,625,000
Legends Pipe Upgrade $500,000 IT Software Upgrades $1,260,000
Contingency (TBD) $13,100,000 IT Data Backup/Disaster Recovery $1,575,000
Condemnation $4,800,000 IT Computer Replacements $1,312,500
Drainage Improvements $4,000,000 Aerial photography $1,287,500
Private Construction $1,500,000 Aerial photography - SW $790,000

‘f—r...fa ‘" f—e—>4a xvx{a

350

[LE N

‘f—e—>4 xvx{a

351




Hory County
Imagine 2040

f—n"...ta ‘" f—e—>a xvx{a

" EL ... —e "t fe—te 7" St D"t "———"F Do fZ >FfreAa —
FY2026 funding levels, not all eligible or necessary

capital projects included in the General Fund, Fire

Fund, Waste Management, and Recreation Fund can

be funded in the near future. Additional population

growth and development will increase the capital

needs dependent on these funds. This will also have

a direct impact on the ability to maintain or expand

existing facilities and limit the ability to construct

new facilities. Additional funding will be necessary

as the county continues to grow.

CONCLUSIONS

s ey Sfe f —"ftc—c'e T ot —et Pcofe. . fZ
management. The county generally uses the pay as
you go method, which generally means it does not
borrow money or use operational bonds. However,
the county is in need of a facilities master plan to
identify both its projects and complete needs. Such
information is necessary to accurately identify mili
age rates to support existing needs.

While the county should be able to fund a portion Your county  your voice our future

of its future growth-related infrastructure require -

ments from growth-related revenue increases, this

may not always be the case. The county should

proactively identify or explore development of addi

tional sources of revenue to fund the gap between

fe—c...<f=%1T "F 7 fe—3F feof <tfe—OcFT "§*—Fe—-ea
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and adopted to be compliant with comprehensive 1. Bennett Loop Neighborhood Revitalization DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS % 1976 - First Land Use Plan Adopted
plan requirements outlined in the 1994 Planning Plan (2015)

cf,.Z<2% tT%o<eZf—<'sa St ™fe —St B<Burgess-Corhmurity Mrea Plan (2012)
Comprehensive Plans, and it addressed population, 3. Highway 319 Rural Heritage Area Plan

Land development requires a great deal of reguJa —>» 1979 - Horry County Planning Commission Established

tory oversight to ensure that public safety and the ¢ 1980

economic, natural resources, cultural resources (2011) surrounding community are taken into consider [ e e ee e
community,facilities housing ar’1d land use elements’ 4. Mount Vernon Rural Area Management Plan ation. These regulations include, but are not lim ™ #9845 e Begusions Aoree
’ ' ' : (—Ft = ,—<Ztce%o ... Tted DZ'* 17 ¥ 198 gpbanZpnipg Adopied azpungd Gopway

It was amended with the 1999 Comprehensive  (2008)

Zfed Sce ™Mfe St Pc”e— Zfe —* 5Racepath N&igifadrhopd Revitalization Plan
implementation strategies and set the stage for the  (2014)
adoption of zoning throughout the county.

stormwater design standards. It also includes land g 1990
development regulations and zoning, which impact | . .. Horry County Beach Management Plan Adopted

the CharaCter’ form, and use of a property and are —2» 1994 - SC Planning Enabling Legislation Passed

The Waccamaw Pottery and Hwy 501 Area Plan further discussed in this chapter. | % 1095 - 1095 Comprehensive Plan Adopted
The latest Comprehensive Plan, Envision 2025, (2003), Highway 17 Business and Highway 17 > 1996 - Zoning Adopted along Major Corridors in Rural Areas
contains many of the same elements as the 1999 Bypass Area Plan (2004), and Highway 57 and Land Development Regulations % 1999 - 1999 Comprehensive Plan Adopted
Plan. The Land_ Use Element frqm Er_1V|S|_on 2025 nghwfay 9 Area Plan (_2004) are no Ionger relevant, Land development regulations, including the tra Iﬁ%?!?%ﬁﬂﬁtpfzdoh”in“é°é’£‘;rvde£?Z’;SQ&EE&?&.‘&Q?S
followed a corridor strategy which highlighted fas their recqmmendatlons have been mcorporated ditional subdivision regulations, are police power @— 2000
urban, subl-Jr_ban, and rural roadways as well as into regulations or adopted as part of this plan regulations. The general intent of land development  |—» 2001 - Remaining Rural Areas Zoned
urba_n, tran_s_ltlonal, and rural areas for future types through the Future Land Use Map. regulations is to provide for the harmonious, orderly 'LF‘?ESa'_DcierYge'gﬁquef\?itsﬁﬁgﬂféﬁgﬁﬁopted'
and intensities of development. The Little River Neighborhood Area Plan (2002) and and progressive development of land as required '%SE,Z%"EEZ‘SQ Boarg 1 county Parks and
An important component of Envision 2025 was the Garden City Area Plan (2006) both resulted in by considerations of public health, safety, economy, [—> 2002 - Little River Neighborhood Plan Adopted
the designation of Economic Activity Centers. the development of overlays and helped retain the good order, appearance, convenience and general |—>» 2003 - waccamaw Pottery and Hwy 501 Plan
Amendments were made to Envision 2025, includ character of these communities. However, these welfare (S.C. Code § 6-29-1120). —> 2004 - Hwy 17 Business and Hwy 17 Bypass Area Plan Adopted

- Hwy 57 and Hwy 9 Area Plan Adopted

i iti i i i ! 7 LN ] A [ ] ! - < < - 7 7 > A —_— S —_—— — " [ ] [ ! [ [ ] . _ . .
ing the addition of the newly re_quwed Priority Zf a T b fZZ a St ¥ fef La%d Jevelop?njéth regulations govern the change of Horry County Board of Architectural Review and
Investment and Transportation elements. to be revisited to ensure they still represent the land use characteristics when raw land is developed |—s 2006 - Garden City Area Plan Adopted
ﬁ\dggizga&y(; Vr\zli)gflfhglimi?éséfn?z SPela'\r;I ;/ve;en . desires of the residents and business community. and when previously developed land is redeveloped. |—s» 2008 - envision 2025 Comprehensive Plan Adopted
P ' ’ b Current planning practice utilizes land development - Mount Vernon Rural Area Management Plan Adopted

THDcoc—ctoe ™ME "t o' fotettta 3. .SpecialyRlans+ f 1

—>» 2009 - Horry County Parks and Open Space Plan Adopted

i ; d neiahborhood ol regulations to control site design, street layout, - Land Development Regulation Revisions
ion of area and neighborhood plans. - .
g P Beyond land use plans, Horry County has a number provisions for water and sewer service and other §— 010
Area & Neighborhood Plans of plans that ta.lrget.cultural and. natural resources, matters related to the development or redevelop |y 011 - 1wy 310 Rural Heritage Area Plan Adopted
. . . such as the Historic Preservation Plan, Parks and ment of land. | > 2012- Burgess Community Area Plan Adopted
Because Horry Courllty is so large and dl\_/erse, it Open Space Plan, and. Beachfront Managemept Plan. Local governments are authorized to adopt land |—> 2013 - Horry County Bicycle and Pedestian Plan Adopted
has several community area plans and neighber These plans, along with the Horry County Bicycle : . - Horry County Beach Management Plan Revised
. . : : development regulations for the following purposes: - Horry County Historic Preservation Plan Adopte
hood plans that are intended to guide growth and and Pedestrian Plan, aim to preserve and create 5 2014 - Racepath Neighborhood Revitalization Plan Adopted
redevelopment in those communities. The Planning a strong quality of life and sense of place for our 1 to encourage the develop.rr.lent. Pf econom- % 2015 - Bennett Loop Neighborhood Revitalization Plan Adopted
Commission and County Council continue to refer residents and visitors. ically _SOUHd and stable municipalities and | » 2016 - Burgess Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan Revised
to these plans for guidance, as they were adopted counties; —> 2019 - IMAGINE 2040 Comprehensive Plan Adopted
as amendments to the Comprehensive Plan. The-fol account for chang- 2. to assure the timely provision of required - Parks and Open Space Plan Created
lowing are those plans that continue to be relevant ing needs streets, utilities, and other facilities and services @— 2020
today and may need to be updated in the future if to new land developments; —» 2021 - Horry County Historic Preservation Plan Adopted
conditions change: 3. to assure the adequate provision of safe and  |—>» 2025 - IMAGINE 2040 Five-Year Review Preparation
LteTtecte— —"f P f... .. Toee fot k22026 IMAGIfiIE20400F e Yedr-R&Giew Adoption
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vehicular and pedestrian, in and through new
land developments;

4. to assure the provision of needed public open
spaces and building sites in new land develop-
ments through the dedication or reservation of
land for recreational, educational, transporta-
tion and other public purposes; and

5. to assure, in general, the wise and timely
development of new areas and redevelopment
of previously developed areas in harmony with
the comprehensive plans of municipalities and
counties. (MASC, 2024).

s ey Pce— fTU 1T
in 1984. The regulations were updated in 2001
and again in 2008. The most recent revisions were
adopted by County Council in 2019.

The Planning and Zoning Department is the division
of Horry County Government that administers the

Land Development Regulations (LDR). However,
Horry County Stormwater, Engineering, and Code
Enforcement are involved in the review of phasing

and master plans, major subdivision plats, minor

plats, and construction plans.

ment regulation developed to protect lower impact
uses and the people who engage in those uses (for
instance housing), from higher impact uses, such as
industry and commerce. Zoning is a legislative land-
based tool, which has derived from the general police

S e —<es fo TEDcott > -8t =8 fet ‘—"_$1.-§

Amendments of the United States Constitution.

A zoning ordinance consists of two parts: the text
and a map. The text sets forth the zoning districts,
the uses permitted in each district, general and spe
B e—fetfrTed feot "V ET—"Fe T frecoece—"f—<"e
and enforcement. The zoning map sets forth the

— , T <7 < dbeatibiband Bfundasies of the zoning districts. The

regulations must be uniform for each class or kind
of building, structure or use throughout each zoning
district. However, the requirements in one zoning
district may differ from the requirements for the
same use in a different district. Within each zoning
district, a local governing body may use the zoning
ordinance to regulate the following:

1. use of buildings, structures, and land;
2. size, location, height, bulk, orientation,
number of stories, erection, construction, recon

CZfo o L8t et tE1Z ete 17 fs.tru_(_:_ti?rl, al&_ergigﬁ,g(?molition or removal in

or recorded unless it is approved by Planning and
Zoning in accordance to the LDR. Additionally, no
building permit may be issued until a plat or plan is
approved. Similarly, a property cannot transfer title
of any lots or parts of a development unless the lot is
approved and recorded in the Register of Deeds. To
ensure that all infrastructure is installed or will be
installed as required by the LDR, a developer must
provide a letter of credit as collateral until such a
time that the infrastructure has been installed.

Zoning

As an extension of land use, zoning determines
the intensity of any given use. Zoning is a govern

360

whole or in part of buildings and other struc-
tures, including signage,;

3. density of development, use or occupancy of
buildings, structures or land;

4. areas and dimensions of land, water and air
space to be occupied by buildings and struc-
tures, and the size of yards, courts and other
open spaces;

5. amount of off-street parking and loading
that must be provided, and the restrictions

or requirements related to the entry or use of
motor vehicles on the land;

6. other aspects of the site plan including, but
not limited to, tree preservation, landscaping,
buffers, lighting and curb cuts; and

e

LN

e _e—»

Zfesco%o fof

‘ece%oa

land use

Phases of Zoning Adoption
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7. other aspects of the development and use Overlays Overlay Zones
of land or structures necessary to accomplish : . . : :
Overlay zones are applied only in conjunction with
the purposes set forth throughout the Compre- . L . .
. . other zoning districts, and may impose a set of addi
hensive Planning Act. : . .
tional requirements or relax a set of requirements
In 1987, Horry County adopted zoning east of the imposed by the underlying zoning district. Overlay
Waccamaw River and around the City of Conway. ce‘efe f"3 fo—f Z<eStt —* """ttt —ecPctt t1°F2°
By 1996, County Council decided to expand zoning ment that promotes a sense of place and provides
in Horry County, starting with the major highway  opportunities to develop or redevelop areas to be
corridors of U.S. 501 West, U.S. 701 North and South,compatible in appearance and use. Overlay zones
the western segment of S.C. Highway 9, and U.S. 378can help protect special features, such as historic
In 1999, zoning was adopted in the Mount Vernon puildings, wetlands and waterfronts, or establish a
and Red Bluff areas. set of stricter designs standards to address public

In 2001, the remaining rural areas of the county were Safety issues.

zoned. Zoning did not come easy, especially in the The county has several overlays, each with their
rural parts of the county. Very generalized zoning own sign, landscaping, facade criteria, and design
that encompassed a myriad of uses were adopted standards. While this can improve and preserve
in these areas. However, Forest Agriculture (FA), community character, it can also be cumbersome
Commercial FA (CFA), and Limited FA (LFA) zoning for developers, especially those seeking to develop
districts did limit densities and concerning land  commercially.

uses, such as industrialized hog farms. .
g Currently adopted overlay zones include the

In 2000, the county introduced a green card like Airport Environs Overlay, Burgess Overlay, CCU
system, where property owners could determine and Neighborhood Overlay, Garden City Height Overlay,
D fZZ> " —te— =St o .. «DHwy & Busiess Sulith.Overlay, Mighway 501
say that this procedure helped undermine later Qverlay, Highway 544 Overlay, Highway 707 Overlay,
comprehensive planning efforts. For example, the Little River Corridor Overlay, Little River Height
many changes to the original FA (Forest Agriculture) Overlay, Restaurant Row Overlay, Socastee Boulevard
®'ece%o ...ZfeecDc..fc'e fZZ'™e "Overlay, Sbeth Kings Had Overlay, and Veteran's
residential and commercial land uses and therefore, Highway Overlay.

under long-range planning aspects is considered

. . There is also a Temporary Vending Overlay Zone to
unfavorable to sensibly plan for explosive popula porary g y

manage the number of vendor permits issued for

tion growth. particular areas of the county during special events,
Without a clear land use vision and strategy like the numerous motorcycling events throughout
at the time when zoning was initially adopted, the year.
the county had little control over the resulting
development pattern and the impact to the Because there are so many overlays within the
natural environment, infrastructure, economy unincorporated areas of the county, many of which AN

and quality of life. have minor variations, consolidation of similar VY
overlays should be considered to simplify the Zoning

=T Fa Ty ft—e—s A "> ‘—e—> Zfeeco%o fol ‘ece%od
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Ordinance, improve the review process, and ensure
that the regulations are clear to the business com
munity. Additionally, future overlays should be
considered to preserve the rural corridors leading
into the county and their beach destinations.

Overlays for agricultural preservation or
™ZT0<"t ~—Z°i”]‘,,<2<—> "It — ... =
considered if further study merits.

PLANNING AND REGULATORY FINDINGS

Zoning and development regulations are still rel
atively new in Horry County. Rapid development
makes it critical that the county remain on top
of needed changes to our land use plans, zoning
ordinance, and land development regulations.
Continual evaluation of the development review
process, zoning violations, business challenges, and
ever-changing community are necessary to ensure
that the county is intentionally planning for our
future.

DEVELOPMENT TRENDS

Since 2000, the county’s permanent population has
increased by more than 172,000 people. By 2040,
an additional 211,000 are expected to call Horry
County their home. Development has increased to
keep up with the demand of retirees relocating to

the area as well as working families to support the

tourism, healthcare, and construction industries.

From 1996 to 2021, approximately 64.6 square
miles of the county's land area were developed. The
percentage of county land developed increased by
59.3%, from 8.4% of the total to 13.4%. The majority
of undeveloped lands lost included forested areas
(26.4 sg. mi.) and woody wetlands (20.9 sqg. mi.)
Development resulted in mostly low-intensity land
use patterns (26.5 sg. mi.), medium-intensity (16.6
sg. mi.), and developed open space (16.4 sg. mi.)

364

Development was largely concentrated in Little River,
Carolina Forest, Forestbrook, Conway, Socastee, and
Burgess and has generally moved inland and into
unincorporated areas over time.

With continued high projected population
growth and low-intensity land use patterns,
« - dandsdevelopment will continue to sprawl.

Land Development Between 1996-2021

land use

Area Developed 1996 - 2021
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REZONING TRENDS Rezoning Cases 2001-2025

Rezoning applications and the acreage of rezoning
requests can provide the County with insight on
development and future development trends. To
date, the peak in rezoning requests was in 2006,
prior to the 2008 economic downturn. At that point
in time, housing was rapidly being constructed
throughout unincorporated Horry County. Though
rezoning acreage was depressed for several years-ol
lowing the downturn, acreage rose rapidly following
the Covid-19 downturn. The graphs below indicate Rezoning Acreage 2001-2025
rezoning trends over time, while the map to the right
conveys the areas with the most rezoning requests.
Understanding rezoning trends can help inform the
future and indicates the need for a comprehensive
approach to land use planning and zoning.

" FA > e Zfeece%o fot ‘ece%od " UFA > e Zfeece%o fot ‘ece%od ‘" fA "> e—e—> Zfeeco%o foT ‘ece%od
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DEVELOPMENT PATTERNS

Municipal Development

While the majority of residential growth is occurring
in unincorporated Horry County, Conway and Myrtle
Beach have recently seen an increase in residential
development. The cities remain the primary loca
tion for commercial development and jobs, which
presents challenges to infrastructure and public
services, including their funding, in unincorporated
Horry County. Major road construction, inclusion
ary housing policies, and economic development
projects will have an impact on future growth and
reinvestment in area municipalities.

allowances for development
disincentivize
<'©(ZZ T:tﬁ':t?__”mim.._

Suburban Development and Density

Research shows perceived density usually is not
related to actual density and the same density or
intensity can look and feel quite different based on
the building or neighborhood’s scale and design.
For instance, most major residential subdivisions
in unincorporated Horry County are comprised of
5,000 — 7,000 sq ft lots. While this may seem dense,
many of these subdivisions include recreational and
natural open space, resulting in the entire develop
ment being 3 — 4 units per acre. More environmen
tally constrained sites may even be as low as 2 — 3
units per acre.

While low density subdivisions are not a cause
for a concern when evaluating their impact on
a case-by-case basis, the cumulative impacts of
multiple low-density subdivisions can put a strain
on infrastructure and services, and in fact, require
more infrastructure and services than more densely
developed areas of the county.

368
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fer 't 7Z% ,¥Z<¢t % tHeec—> ™MZZ ... f—e+t —ef6mmic attivity, and more walkable communities. EXISTING LAND USE

lems, decrease property values, and increase crime.
However, appropriately sited density and distinct
areas for higher density development can result in
“fUcEt St—ece% o—>7Z%ted <o’ 7T

Dwellings

per Acre Location Image
Sandridge Road
1-2 (near Hidden
Ridge Ct.)
James Island
2-8 Ave. (in Charles-
ton Landing)
Mt. Zion Road
8-12 (at Waterfall
Cir.)
Lttle River Neck
12-40 Road
Ocean Blvd.
40-100 (Windy Hil)
—"...ta a4 Xxvvea

These are the same components that many working
families, millennials, and seniors are seeking, yet are
not readily available in our region.

in urban and suburban areas, golf course redevel
opment should be looked at on a case-by-case basis
to meet the Land Development Regulations and
address safety concerns and disturbance to existing
residents.

RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Rural areas are seeing an insurgence of seemingly
misplaced suburban subdivisions. These medium
density neighborhoods do not match the existing
character of surrounding farms and single-family
homes which have largely developed based on
inheritance and subdivision for immediate family.
In most cases, existing homes in rural areas range
from %2 acre lots to large 5-20 acre farms. Many of
these communities desire to maintain their rural
character.

However, the availability of low priced land makes

Understanding existing land uses can inform future
development trends and zoning compatibility. The
following land use inventory is the result of an analy

LA <o L fetT o~ , - ‘
GoIfCours{eRedeveIopment mer @iectdod —fS feedestt —of L TT e
B _ through aerial imagery. It provides an inventory of

* —ST 'ZDceSho <ot —e="> ™fete <o regifbntiglagrituliurali commercial, industrial,
extensive regional competition, lifecycle mainte institutional, public, environmentally sensitive and
nance costs, and the rising cost of land values, many recreational land uses.
golf courses have or are seeking to redevelop as
residential communities. Redevelopment is often
complicated by the narrow and linear nature of golf
fairways.
SCZ¥ fo $8. 422 e— T m—ecms T IR IBFIN LN ZfeecDe. focten .

1. Single-Family Residential: Land area used
for residential structures with a single dwelling
unit not attached to any other dwelling unit.

2. Multi-Family Residential: Land area used

for residential structures which contain two or
more attached dwelling units.

3. Transient Lodging: Land area used for com-
mercial building(s) with guestrooms for sleep-
ing. Rooms are occupied by transients renting
on a daily basis and usually staying less than
seven days. Examples include hotels, motels,
condos, and campgrounds.

4. Business/Commercial: Land area used to
conduct businesses, administrative, trade, and
professional activities or services. Uses include
establishments for retail sale of goods and ser-
vices, restaurants, and entertainment facilities.
Examples include gas stations, barbers, grocery

Tt FZ  ete— ffect” —Sfe "Ft1~F7" etoses, dry eleBnepszclubs, liquor stores, sports/

development in urban areas of the county. This
plan aims to preserve the rural character of western

st e84 ™MSZt to...
in suburban and municipal parts of the county where
public facilities and services are readily available.

‘— " f %o <* %o <« 4Bludewhalesafe amd retail of goods and ser-

tennis shops, furniture, antique and clothing
e—'"Fed .. f" ofZted fotf ——" "D«

vices on or off the premises. Examples include 12
Zf™ “"Pe...fed t ... =" "D«<...fs4
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o “"De..ted "FfZ Fe—f—-1f "Dc...tea .. .T.Agriculture-anc Fotdidandt kdnd area used
Existing Land Use : . . L )
lumber sales, electric and plumbing equipment, primarily for agricultural purposes, such as

and other building product sales. cropland, livestock production, pasture, and

5. Industrial and Utility: Land area used pri- commercial timber.

marily for the manufacturing facilities, process- 8. Conservation/Preservation: Land area that

ing plants, factories, utilities, warehousing, and Is permanently protected areas of natural and
wholesale trade facilities, mining or mineral man-made landscapes. Ownership is typically in
extraction facilities, or similar uses. —St "t T f %o'TtTeste—fZ fe—c—> 7
6. Public or Institutional: Land area used pri- organization.

marily for private, public, quasi-public, elee- 9. Golf Course: Land area used primarily for
mosynary, philanthropic, or other activity private and public golf courses.

undertaken for providing for the social, cultural, 10. Vacant Land: Land area not developed for a
educational, health, or physical betterment of f . «Dc... —ef " foeec%oott f Zfe -
the community. Examples include schools, col- Stet —fo "fTEDcott Zfof —ot L Tfoe
leges, churches, synagogues, museums, hospi- FEDcot =81 " ft o't —"—e " _&% of

tals, parks, and cemeteries. environment. The Current Land Use Map is one

tool used to determine where future growth will
be appropriately accommodated within the Future
Land Use Map in this Chapter. It is important to
% of note that 7.5% of the county's land area consists of
County municipalities and the majority of the urban uses
Single-Family Residential ~ 105,115.3 164.2 14.41%  that many of those living in the unincorporated area
rely upon for shopping, dining, recreation, and work.

Land Use Acres Sqg. Miles

Multi-Family Residential 6,407.1 10.0 0.88%
The remaining area of the county is largely
i i 0, .

Transient Lodging 16315 23 0-22% comprised of rural land uses, such as farms,
Business and Commercial 5,947.7 9.3 0.82% timberland, and large Single'fam”y estates.

Industrial and Utility 12.960.5 20.3 1.78% Most residential areas are located closer to the

beach in areas like Garden City, Burgess, Socastee,

Public and Institutional 6,613.6 10.3 0.91%

Forestbrook, Carolina Forest, and Little River.
Agriculture and Forestland ~ 108,270.3 169.2 14.84% Emerging high-growth areas include portions of
the Hwy. 9, Hwy. 90 and Hwy. 905 corridors and the
Hwy. 701, Hwy. 378, Kates Bay, and other corridors
Golf Course 5,497.0 8.6 0.75% around Conway. Land use acreage was based upon
the size of the parcel, and individual parcels were

Conservation Preservation 66,903.4 104.5 9.17%

Vacant Land 327,627.6 511.9 44.90% i o _ )
not assigned or divided into multiple land uses for
/ \ Municipal Land Area 54,695.2 85.5 7.50% the purpose Of thls anaIyS|S
Other (Road Right of Way,
\ / (Rivers, e%C.) Y, 28,006.6 438 3.84%
Total 729,676.0 1,140.1 100.00%

7 EE U7 e—e—s Zfeece%o o ‘ece%d
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What do you want future residential development What do you want future commercial develop-
in Horry County to look like? ment in Horry County to look like?

Future Land Use section are to achieve responsible

%" ™S fet Pcoe...fZ T " Dc...cte...> <o =SF TFZ<E"> ¢
public services to the current and future inhabitants
 pfHarry County, ..,

f27
Development
Analysis

The Future Land Use Strategy brings together all the
elements of the Plan and incorporates public input to
TiDcot tTHec"tt %Bo" ™M—S "f——F"0ee f a

It addresses all the overarching goals of the plan, The Future Land Use Strategy was developed through
and ultimately conveys the community’s vision for public input, an assessment of existing land use and o
the future. The Future Land Use Strategy expresses — ... ‘*<*% T3 FZ ' 'efe—4 feefeeete— '~ DZ''t+ §ff celpristing
the need to establish and proliferate sensible growth areas and other environmentally constrained lands, Land Use
patterns that preserve and promote a high standard  f*t =S$ fe—<c..<'f—%1 THefet ™" %" ™-S fe +ND (Aga+ys:,|§
of living for existing and future residents. population projections and other trends recognized
within previous chapters of this plan. Population
trepds and changes in public preferences and devel
opment trends should continue to be evaluated over
-St .. ‘—.”-i ‘" -S4t «t8- tF...ftta St "Vpubiig)lﬁputf'
changes occur in all or parts of the county, the Future
Land Use Strategy should be revisited to determine
if any changes are necessary.

proactively guide fu-
ture development

The Future Land Use Map and the contents of this
plan are designed to accommodate the needs of
physical growth until the year 2040 and provide The implementation of the Future Land Use Strategy
a set of Goals and Implementation Strategies that will occur through density and design elements
serve as a checklist to accomplish the Plan. Therequired within the zoning ordinance and land
collective long-term goals and objectives of the development regulations. It will also occur through

Environmental
Analysis

372

What features of the natural environment are
most important to protect?

IMAGINE 2040

Future Land Use

land use

Where would you prefer to accomodate future
population growth over the next 20 years?

overlays, development agreements, and efforts of
the development community.

natural progression from
rural to suburban to urban development

creating a greater
sense of place and attachment.

COMMUNITY INPUT

Horry County had multiple means of collecting
public input to inform the development of this
'Zfed te't ... <fZZ> —-St "T———"F-Zf<t
nitions. Community engagement efforts entailed a
countywide survey, numerous public open houses,
a hands-on land use workshop, public comments,
and public hearings. The different public input
mechanisms allowed for people to provide their
recommendations ranging from the community
scale to the parcel level. It also allowed for similar ¥
questions to be asked in different forums to better
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How would you accommodate Horry County's
projected growth of 100,000 residents by 20407

understand residents’ needs, for example, asking
about desired growth patterns in a survey versus
through a hands-on mapping effort.

Surveys

The countywide survey allowed staff to obtain gener

alized responses on the overall desires of the county, *
but it also allowed for responses to be evaluated by °

the different regions.
relatively consistent answers

For example, how to accommodate population
growth or where to target redevelopment and
revitalization. As highlighted in the Economic
TYEZ e te—
lowing locations for redevelopment, among others:

« Downtown Myrtle Beach
* Fantasy Harbor
° f"‘Z(of ‘”:to_
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In the next 20 years, what do you think will be the
most concerning issue in your community?

ments

In underutilized buildings and areas
* The City of Loris

* The City of Conway

» Socastee Boulevard

Inlet Square Mall

Little River

Along rural highway corridors

Other questions, such as the preferred size and
type of residential development near one’s home,
varied by geography. This information provided
powerful insight into the recommended future land
use patterns within this plan. It was then coupled
with additional input received through other public
forums.

Sf'—3"a "¢’ et te—e it Thepuryey si®yet that most respondents prefer

future population growth be accommodated in
vacant and underutilized properties and compact
developments. In addition, respondents prefer com
(ercial .d,e,v‘eJ(%pment that resembled a downtown
main street and roadside farm stands.

land use

Respondents also agreed on which features of the
natural environment should be protected (beach
es, followed closely by wetlands and forests) and
which issues would be the most concerning in the
next 20 years (safety, followed by mobility, the built
environment, and the economy).

Unsurprisingly, respondents from rural areas (Green
Sea and Aynor) showed a strong preference towards
large single-family residential lots. Respondents in
urban areas (Myrtle Beach and North Myrtle Beach)
showed more interest in residential mixed with
commercial and small-size single-family lots. In sub
urban areas (Carolina Forest, Burgess, Forestbrook,
and Socastee) respondents largely showed interest for jncreased walking paths and trails, some areas
in single-family mid-size lots. Respondents from  ha( differing opinions. Aynor and Galivants Ferry
Garden City and Surfside showed a higher interest prefer that future open space remain farmland. The
in Tiny Homes than any other area. Green Sea area showed equal preference between
™fZeco%o 'f—Sed "foee<c "t "fe fUEf
and playgrounds. Respondents from the Loris and

‘e%oe [UEfe VETEVVET TfUeZfet THY
parks, playgrounds, or amenity centers.

foctfom "o < f—<o% <o =St 't
" fA "> fe—e—> Zfeeco%o fol ‘ece%od

varying preferences for open space

While most geographic areas showed a preference

Open Houses

——tettte 7 —St D<o " —
to identify locations where they desire future resi
dential, commercial, industrial, and open space or
recreational uses. Each participant was given eight
guarter-inch colored dot stickers (two blue repre
senting industry, two red representing commercial,
two green representing open space or recreation,
and two yellow representing residential. Countywide
and local maps were provided based on the open
house attendance area. Maps included current
land uses, as well as estimated single-family and
multi-family units in already approved subdivisions.

f ° T ° :I: O P S ')
Over 100’ méMberd of the piblic attended the
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Public Input Map Public Input Map Legend yvhere Fhey desire futur_e r§5|dent|al, commerqal,
industrial, downtown districts, and conservation
or recreational uses. Maps included current land

uses as well as approved housing developments and
numbers for estimated to-be-built multi-family and

single-family units in each approved development.

LAND SUITABILITY ANALYSIS

As Horry County grows, development should
occur in a manner that is consistent with the
vision and goals of the plan.

Conducting a land suitability analysis is one of the
necessary steps to identify areas that are appro
priate for future growth and where growth areas
of> ..'ePDZc...— ™Mc_S fe (" eete_[7
following conveys the spatial analysis that was

IMAGINE 2040 Land Use Workshop in May 2018.
Participants were grouped at 11 tables with rep
resentatives from a variety of backgrounds and
knowledge to consider future land use patterns
and the potential land implications of growth in the
unincorporated areas in which they live or work.

—%o—o— WX—=S —,Z¢.. Fi-—ce%o <o ‘e™f53

Attendees were asked to identify locationsonamap 7L TL0T L T LU o aea

7 EE "7y eme—s Zfeece%o o ‘ece%d
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Environmental Constraints

&
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Environmental
Analysis
Flood Zones )
Environmental Natural
Constraints Assets
Priority
Land Cover Forestland

Conservation
Areas

Data

USDA Soil Data

completed using Geographic Information Systems in terms of likelihood for future growth.
(GIS) utilizing existing data and input collected in

: _ Areas that are naturally constrained but also
the previous chapters of this plan.

poised for growth have been evaluated to de-
Spatial analysis models problems geographically, termine the most appropriate future land use.
derives results by computer processing, and explores
and examines those results. This type of analysis
has proven to be highly effective for evaluating the Horry County’s developable land is limited by wet
%oit‘%o”f’é( '—<—f,,<2<—> L 13”—]‘('2?‘0.1?}‘&(9'2“'1‘ "ij.codi'i( et ™ <ZtDh "1
purposes. properties and lives from natural hazards, the fol
lowing environmental development constraints were
assessed to determine some of the most naturally
mentally constrained and areas that are best suited COnstrained areas within the county. The following
for growth in the near future. This information is factors were taken into consideration when devel
then compared to the public input that was obtained ©PINg this analysis:

to guide growth in a manner that coincides withthe 1. Regulatory Floodzone

community’s desires, but is also the most practical 2. Poorly Drained Soils

Environmental Constraints

The following analysis was conducted to inform
decision-makers of land areas that are likely environ
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3. Vegetation Indicative of Wetlands
St "ZZ ™ce%o of <tte—<Bcte fEfe 't ZcotZ> Fo7¢
ronmentally constrained. Because all data sources

utilized in this analysis have not been evaluated at
the parcel level and the landscape changes over time,

Economic
Development
Centers

Development
Areas

there is a continued need to update this analysis as Vacant
new data becomes available. In addition, wetland _ Upland

: : : oy : Future Major
delineations of a site may be utilized to determine Subdivisions
the exact location of a wetland. Development

Sfe'2t 0 fef of fo—f"es comfetit > —8F ———"f fet of f°
. ‘—7 . 18 <eoZi>m 'Ue fel ee'.<f-%ea xvvza Trends
Development Potential
A number of factors were taken into consideration
™Ste tEDcoco% f"ffe —Sf— Sf™F =St ete— T lfe_cfz "7 Assessor __‘l
growth. The following factors were considered when The Future Land Use Map, as seen on the next page, Land Use
determining where to focus future growth; however, translates the vision, goals, and policy recommen ZfeecDe,
(— ™fe ot et —* ttDcet -8t o .dagonsinthe rest af,the Plan into a map form. It
of growth: represents a vision for the desired uses in the future
1 Proximity t ) rerial road q and illustrates where new housing, community and _ ..
' porzzlc;nrloﬁd(\)/vg?sj?r artenal roadways and pro- employment centers, and services should locate over nglzr:)gnsinaglsd EXIStlng >> Future Land
’ the next twenty years to achieve that vision. It does

2. Roadway capacity; Yy Land Use Use Map

not convey the ultimate build out of Horry County.

3. Proximity to existing and future major high- _ .
way interchanges; St ———"% fet ot f’ tiDcefe ™MSE"F "—— "¢
4. Water and Sewer Service Areas: development in neighborhoods, districts, along cer Land Cover
5. Areas along major gas lines; "etftTed «oeBDZZ TETEZVete—a " <o fo> TEDoIt TZfoeco %o Data
6. Well drained soils; area is most appropriate. The land use pattern and /\
7. Vacant properties in close proximity to other " .. ‘eefetdt —efe fUE ' ——Zced T <o ST tEDcoc—c'eed \
development; and the mechanisms to achieve the desired form is
8. fet —=Sf—- "fz2Ze Mm-S+ f b1 faupgwithinrthe gogls, objegtives, and strategies of o
( = o ” ‘ A the next chapter. - EX|st|ng Road
TScoe—<o% D" o—f—<‘eea p Proximity to Conditions

9. Properties zoned for major residential subdi- Fire Stations

visions that are incomplete or have not com-

menced construction; and allew fer variation in
10. ;tT;t";tZ".j:._ f":l:foé TiIbcett > ’—,,2(... (pommtépltyform. School Proximi
This is done by addressing density, recommended oNo9 roximity 1o
FUTURE LAND USE . : Utilization Road Projects
Iangl uses, transportation recommendavtlons, and and Capacity
guide Z<o> o—<Tfe.t " Ef..S ———"1% fet ef ID<cec—<'ed f-+" F™X
decisions on rezoning requests, A list of associated plans and example zoning dis Service Area

tricts of similar character are also within each

C— . fA "> fe—e—> Zfeeco%o fol ‘ece%od
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Future Land Use Map TFIDcec—<'ed ing trends and conditions. The Plan may, however,
The recommended land uses provide a breakdown ge amegded t?rough Pllannlng Commission Zr_'d
of primary, secondary, and conditional uses to ounty O;; TFCI ap ip rovTaj; gs neicJ(ra Ssary %c;or "o t
convey a myriad of uses, but also identify those uses e ¢ n? = —f-%+

that may need further review. The Policy Guidance There are common misconceptions of what the

serves as a tool on how to address various land uses, ———"% feT f [’ fet FIDcec—<'ae
including their design and appropriateness. result in. For instance, it is not a zoning map nor does
it change existing zoning, unless requested. When a
Recommended Future Land Uses rezoning application is submitted, the Future Land
&1 —— "t fet ot ' fet tDelE Alaf B BP e fTF —oFT f

with the other chapters of the plan must be reviewed d€cision-making process.

every 5 years to determine if updates need to be The Future Land Use Mapdoes not take away
made to account for changing conditions. Itis  existing development rights granted through
required to be fully updated at least every 10 years ~ current zoning nor does it take away vested
to ensure that the Plan is consistent with the desired ~ (€velopmentrights; therefore, does not con-
direction of the community and accounts for chang stitute a taking.
The completion of major transportation projects
and major developments are examples of when the
Future Land Use Map should be revisited by Planning
% of Commission and County Council. Other examples
R ef> <o Z—1t -8t e Zf—<'e " DO
Scenic & Conservation Areas  282,183.5 440.9 38.67% schools, or the development of a major employment
center.

Future Land Use Acres Sq. Miles

Rural 256,081.6 400.1 35.10%

3rd Reading Amendment:
Rural Communities 54,006.0 84.4 7.40%

Recognizing the fact that the Comprehensive
Rural Activity Center 5024 08 0.07% Plan is a living document that requires mod-
<Oc...f—<'s fot .. Sfe%td —S‘et o ‘7
ating requested changes in zoning districts on
Neighborhood Activity Center ~ 2,010.4 3.1 0.28% the zoning map shall take into consideration
the surrounding zoning and existing land uses

Suburban 63,997.6 100.0 8.77%

Commercial Corridors 4,577.0 7.2 0.63% .
° when deciding whether the requested land
Mixed Use 8,909.6 139 1.22% use districts shall be approved, whether it
o may or may not be precluded elsewhere in the
Community Activity Center  2,513.2 3.9 0.-34% Comprehensive Plan document. Additionally,
Economic Developement 4 g0, ”g 0.95% all zoning requests approved or disapproved
Center by the Planning Commission shall be present-
@ Municipal Land Area 53,090.4 83.0 7.28% T - e 2 7 f TP et Oc«of
N4 disapproval. 12
Total 729,676.0 1,140.1 100.00%

v FE Ty ey A "> ‘e_s Zfesco%o fot ‘ece%a
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SCENIC AND CONSERVATION AREAS  TRANSPORTATION

These areas have limited opportunities for alter
LAND USE AND CHARACTER cfo<"f 7 fee " f_c'ed —eZFee fo ot
Environmentally sensitive and scenic areas, such within a transportation plan or integrated as open

as Carolina Bays, estuarine and forested wetlands, space within a major residential subdivision or

— et EZ2 %t LEf...8" " e—& "7t e—Z puldlie fedretiort fatifity. * &

agricultural lands, and natural recreational and open

spaces. Example properties include the Waccamaw POLICY GUIDANCE

National Wildlife Refuge, South Carolina Department

of Natural Resources Heritage Preserves, and numer portion of a property, it should not prohibit the

ous privately preseryed lands. These areas are remaining portion of the property from being

ol Tofem T SSE f L teede of T de g D gL e 3

s Te™Mf-F" BaZ-Tf-ctea L ZFfe [ ”ZaTﬁteEﬁre'aEEHC;JIJ be dohdidered to meet or
research opportunltles,vand for nature-based recre | tigate open space criteria within major resi-
f=ctea fo 7 =SEed frife fUE FSETPZTT S MZEDCE 0 fy tipcatt ™
prone, so development within and adjacent to these
areas should take these hazards into consideration.

1. If Scenic & Conservation Areas make up a

Development Regulations.

3. If the county pursues the development of a
Density Bonus Program, Scenic & Conservation
DESIRED DEVELOPMENT PATTERN "Efe o8 — 7t . <the—<DctT fo oot
Limited development. If developed, design should  transferring out development rights to higher
use low-impact designs principles to support enwvi density receiving areas.

ronmental preservation and avoid natural hazards. 4. If mining operations or outdoor shooting
Subdivision of land into lots less than 5 acres in size  ranges are pursued, an evaluation of the sur-
for new development is discouraged. In suburban  rounding natural resources and communities
and urbanizing areas of the county, these areas should strongly be taken into consideration.
should be considered for dedication as open space 5. If campgrounds are pursued, an evaluation of
in new development. the surrounding natural resources and commu-

nities should strongly be taken into consider-
RECOMMENDED LAND USES ation. Tree canopy and natural assets should be

Primary Land Uses: Open space, nature-based rec- incorporated into the design. Full-time residen-

reation, timberland, agriculture and agricultural/ cy should not be supported.

forestry support uses. 6. * ...fete ™MSI"F ¢'"f e<—Faee'f. . <D

tion, such as wetland delineations and soil data,

is available to show that a property or a por-

tion of a property is not environmentally con-

strained, that information may be presented to

Conditional Uses: Mining, outdoor shooting the Planning Commission to be considered for

ranges, campgrounds. —efe ‘—St” —_Sfe —Stet tiDcett T
mended land use list or described development

Secondary Land Uses: Permanent and temporary
educational and research facilities, eco-tourism
and agritourism operations.

12
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pattern. The proposed development would

need to be consistent with character of the
community and not adversely impact the sur-
rounding landscape. Development would need
to address natural hazards, stormwater, public
safety, access management, and wildlife through
design, mitigation measures, capital improve-
ments, or other necessary tools.

7. If development is deemed appropriate, it
should incorporate best management practices
for protecting environmentally sensitive areas
and water quality, in addition to avoiding natu-
ral hazards and addressing public safety issues.

RELEVANT PLANS
Horry County Parks and Open Space Plan.

EXAMPLE ZONING DISTRICTS
CP, CO1, AG1, AG4, AG5

RURAL

LAND USE AND CHARACTER

Rural areas should support the preservation of
farmland and prime agricultural soils, in addition
to the preservation of other natural resources,
scenic views, and cultural and historic resources.
Land development should retain the rural character
by retaining large tracts of land, preserving wide
natural buffers between differing land uses, and
discouraging land uses that are incompatible to
adjacent agricultural uses. Commercial development
and services are allowable in Rural Activity Centers,
primarily located at historic rural crossroads.

DESIRED DEVELOPMENT PATTERN

Active working lands, such as farms and forests, and
large single family lots or family subdivisions with

land use

a minimum lot size of 2 an acre or maximum of 2
net units per acre.

RECOMMENDED LAND USES

Primary Land Uses: Agriculture, timberland, and
their support uses and services, including, but not
limited to crop and livestock processing facilities,
stables, veterinary services and farm equipment
sales. Single-family detached houses, including
mobile homes, on individual large lots.

Secondary Land Uses: Agritourism and eco-tour-
ism uses.

Conditional Land Uses: Rural amusement, out-
door shooting ranges, campgrounds, and mining
operations.

TRANSPORTATION

These areas have limited opportunities for alter
of_(~:l: _"foo""_f_(‘oé _oZioo fo ¢t t
within a transportation plan.

POLICY GUIDANCE

1. Protect active agricultural and forestry oper-
ations, prime farmland, and erodible soils, in
addition to other important natural features.
2. Major residential subdivisions are discour-
aged to minimize the impact on public services
and infrastructure.
3. If rural amusement, outdoor shooting
ranges, campgrounds, or mining operations are
pursued, an evaluation of the surrounding natu-
ral resources and communities should strongly
be taken into consideration.
4. If the county develops a Density Bonus

"% "fed —"fZ "ffe eS'—Zt % <
sending areas for transferring out development
rights to higher density receiving areas.
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RELEVANT PLANS should be located in designated Activity Centers to

Highway 319 Rural Heritage Area Plan, Mount minimize sprawling development patterns.

Vernon Rural Arga Management Plan, Northeast RECOMMENDED LAND USES
Area Transportation Plan

Primary Land Uses: Single-family detached hous-
EXAMPLE ZONING DISTRICTS ing, including mobile homes, individual lots or

AG1, AG2, AGA-7, RE, CP, COL, SFIMSF40, SF/MSF g subdivisions.
Secondary Land Uses: Neighborhood commercial

RURAL COMMUNITIES uses and services, including tradeshops.

Conditional Land Uses: Rural amusement, camp-
grounds, mobile home parks.

LAND USE AND CHARACTER

Rural communities that have historically grown at a
higher density than surrounding rural areas dueto TRANSPORTATION

land being subdivided for relatives. Many of these These areas have limited opportunities for alter
communities are experiencing transition because foc™t —"fee' " _f_c'ea § ME“LE ' E
they are located in close proximity to municipalities,
high growth areas, and/or major road corridors.
Individual single family lots and subdivisions are
allowable as long as they do not adversely impactthe po||CY GUIDANCE
existing character of the community. Neighborhood
commercial and services are located along major
arterial roadways and within historic Rural Activity
Centers and at new highway interchanges.

within adopted transportation plans should be
incorporated into future projects.

1. Subdivision of land for single-family

detached housing units are allowable, as long as

it coincides with existing residential develop-

ment patterns and do not impede on adjacent
DESIRED DEVELOPMENT PATTERN farming operations. ) L

2. oD<«ZZ "ftecttoe—<«fZ ¢1¢%S,'"S""t»
provide large natural buffers between differing

land uses and along collector and arterial road-
ways to limit the visual impact on the existing

Single-family residential developments, including
minor and major subdivisions, with lot sizes greater
than 14,500 sq ft or with a maximum of 3 net units

per acre. New master planned subdivisions are community, agricultural lands, and other sur-

allowable, bqt should m|n|m|ze_|mpacts to natural rounding natural, historical, and cultural assets.
and aesthetic resources, avoid natural hazards, 3 ,5.77 "tectte_c F7 o1<%S, "8 T

and provide large buffers between differing land
uses. Neighborhood commercial and services are buffers, and viewsheds, as opposed to develop-

allowable along major arterial roadways and SCDOT ing a conventional suburban neighborhood in a

designated business routes if compatible with the "_UF7 efo—(o%od D27 Tt 17
community and the property can adequately support
the proposed use and development requirements.
Otherwise, commercial development and services

substantial open space, natural features and

zoning may allow for slightly increased density
and lot sizes, as small as 10,000 sq ft lots, in
exchange for the protection of large, contiguous

fet"f—-%tt > t'.f «tdZ»>a
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open spaces and other sustainable development RURAL ACTIVITY CENTERS
criteria.

4. New residential subdivisions, lots, and new  LAND USE AND CHARACTER
accessory dwellings should be served by public
water and sanitary sewer service to protect
water quality and minimize impacts to those
still utilizing wells and septic tanks.

5. The availability of adequate public infra-
structure and services, especially in regards

to public safety and schools, should be taken
into account prior to the approval of rezoning
requests.

6. Housing rehabilitation and redevelopment

is encouraged within these areas to address DESIRED DEVELOPMENT PATTERN

properties in need of reinvestment. o _
7. Neighborhood commercial and tradeshops ~ These centers are located at major intersections

A Rural Activity Center provides opportunities at
major rural crossroad locations for commercial
development and services to meet the needs of the
surrounding rural community. This can include
small feed stores, restaurants, convenience grocery
markets, and similar smaller scale retail uses and
services. Residential uses are not encouraged within
these activity centers in order to preserve these
areas for economic activity.

should be allowable along arterial roadways within rural areas of the county. They typically

and business routes when the parcel is deep already have some commercial uses and services.
enough to support the use, can meet develop- __" fz .-« <=2 Fo—F"e fUF <co—FeTET -
ment requirements without variances, and does radius and be ¥4 mile across. In cases where there

and cultural resources, and nearby farming areas should be avoided.

operations.

8. If rural amusement, campgrounds, or RECOMMENDED LAND USES

mobile home parks are pursued, an evaluation  Primary Land Uses: Feed stores, restaurants, con-
of the surrounding natural resources and nat- venience stores, gasoline and automobile service
ural hazards, historic and cultural resources, stations, and produce stands.

and communities should strongly be taken into

) ) Secondary Land Uses: Grocery and general stores,
consideration.

hardware stores, auto and farm equipment sales,

RELEVANT PLANS tradeshops, and other commercial uses.

Bennett Loop Neighborhood Revitalization Plan,
Northeast Area Transportation Plan

Conditional Land Uses: Rural amusement,
ecotourism and agritourism operations,
campgrounds.

EXAMPLE ZONING DISTRICTS
AG1-AG7, RE, SF/MSF 14.5-40, MRD1

TRANSPORTATION

These areas have limited opportunities for alter
o f—<"f —Vfee’ _f_c'ed —eZFee feo (BB
within a transportation plan.

fef"f—ft > 1.1 <10Z>a

390 391



Horty County land use
Imagine 2040

POLICY GUIDANCE Activity Centers, within Community Activity Centers,
and within unincorporated areas within munici-
palities where there is adequate road capacity and
potential for public transit options. Neighborhood
and regional commercial uses and services are
encouraged at Activity Centers and within Mixed-
Use areas. Smaller commercial uses and services are
allowed along major arterial roadways if compatible
with the community and the property is adequately
sized to support the proposed use and development
requirements.

1. Rural Activity Centers should incorporate
context sensitive designs that locate more
intensive uses away from adjacent residential
properties and active farmland to protect them
from negative impacts, such as light, sound, and
-"f"b«...a

2. Development should be limited to one or two
story commercial establishments on individual
lots.

3. Large scale commercial development that
R de cGhoneD e fom T [T pEGIRED DEVELOPMENT PATTERN
ments and numerous curb cuts are not appro-

priate, unless access management best practic- Residential development should have a density

es are utilized. between 3 - 7 gross units per acre within major
4. Commercial development should not pro- subdivisions and as small as 6,000 sq ft for indi

mote a strip commercial development pattern vidual, single family lots. A mix of residential uses
or fragmented leap frog development pattern and densities is appropriate within neighborhoods;
along road corridors. however, greater densities and commercial activ
ities are encouraged near Neighborhood Activity

RELEVANT PLANS Centers and within Community Activity Centers

and Mixed-Use areas. Developments should sup
ren TMfZ’f,,(Z(—) f..I_ ,,i Ti'<%o'i'|' fu:
natural resources and account for natural hazards.

Highway 319 Rural Heritage Area Plan, Northeast
Area Transportation Plan

EXAMPLE ZONING DISTRICTS Neighborhood co.mmerciz.nll and services may also be
located along major arterial roadways, along SCDOT

AG2, AG3 business and bypass routes and along Commercial
Corridors, provided that the property is adequately

SUBURBAN sized to support the proposed use and development

requirements.
LAND USE AND CHARACTER

Suburban areas include a mixture of housing types RECOMMENDED LAND USES

at suburban densities, providing a transition from Primary Land Uses: Single-family detached
low-density rural communities to more intense  houses duplexes, townhomes.

high-density urban environments. Major subdi ] .
visions should support healthy lifestyles through Secondar)i Land Usesv: Cczmmerual l:I.SGS, sgrwces,A
active recreation, open space, bicycle and pedestrian [ *T =~ Fce<tofZ D ¥ed —ZL-c2@
access, and walkable block lengths. Multi-family ment and condos.

developments are encouraged near Neighborhood Conditional Land Uses: Outdoor amusement and

fet"f-tt > t,1 <102>a
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resort uses.

TRANSPORTATION

New residential development should support
multi-modalism through walkable block lengths
and an integrated road and pedestrian network.
Upgrades to arterial and collector roads may be
necessary based upon the scale of the development
and any associated transportation plans for the area.
Vehicular and pedestrian connectivity between adja
cent developments and commercial areas is encour
aged. Development should be designed to provide
bicycle and pedestrian connectivity throughout,
either through conventional sidewalks or through
greenway and trail access.

POLICY GUIDANCE

1. Major, master planned developments are
encouraged to minimize fragmented develop-
ment patterns and support an internally and
externally interconnected road and bicycle and
pedestrian network, while also minimizing the
need for multiple curb cuts along major arte-

rial roadways. The road network should be

T3 3Z%t <o f %<ttt "f——F"e ¢
pattern with connectivity to adjacent neighbor-
hoods and commercial uses to support walk-
ability and healthy lifestyles.

2. Major, master planned development should
provide a mixture of housing types and lot sizes.
3. Neighborhood open space should be inter-
connected when feasible, and recreational open
space should be easily accessible to all resi-
dents.

4. The protection of mature tree canopy is
encouraged within major subdivisions, on
private residential lots, and within commercial
developments.

5. Floodplains, wetlands, and water quality

land use

should be protected by using no adverse impact

and low impact development practices.

6. Mitigation of open space may be utilized

to support higher net densities through the use

of MRD 2 and MRD 3, provided that multiple
sustainable development standards also met.

7. Commercial uses, services, and profession-

fZ “"De.te of> 1 f "0 f=F f— fie-
major, master planned developments, along

major arterial roadways, SCDOT business and
bypass routes, and Commercial Corridors,

SR e ol —Sf— (— Dc—e M _S¢e _S13
community, the property is appropriately sized

to meet development requirements, is buffered

“Vie feeecocZf" —efed fot frTifects
cerns.

8. If outdoor amusement or resort uses are

pursued, the impact on the surrounding com-
munities should be evaluated. The property

should be adequately sized to meet develop-

ment requirements, substantially buffered from
TcoococZf? —efed fof fTt"tee —"f°D
nuisance concerns.

RELEVANT PLANS
"t DcET %ot _
Burgess Community Area Plan, Garden City Area

Plan, Little River Neighborhood Plan, Northeast
Area Transportation Plan

EXAMPLE ZONING DISTRICTS
SF/MSF 6 — 14.5, MRD 2, MRD 3, PDD, TND, PR1, ME1

NEIGHBORHOOD ACTIVITY CENTERS

LAND USE AND CHARACTER

A Neighborhood Activity Center should provide
the commercial and institutional uses necessary
to support the common day-to-day demands of
the surrounding neighborhood, including neigh

12
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VSt L teedt fZ4 +t" <. f+a [-TRARSPORTATION &
grocery store shopping center is a typical anchor
establishment in Neighborhood Activity Centers,
n—— of> fZe" <o Z—1% eFtc..fZ "
coffee shops, dry cleaners, small banking facilities,
and other convenience retail.

A complete streets approach should be taken into
C srder%tron tQ IIow{or pe pIe to walk and bike to
meet their darly shopplng ne ds. Upgrades to arterial
and collector roads may be necessary based upon
the scale of the development and any associated
transportation plans for the area. Best practices for

DESIRED DEVELOPMENT PATTERN .
access management should be utilized.

Neighborhood Activity Centers are located at major
intersections on arterial roadways and in close PQOLICY GUIDANCE
proximity to residential areas that can support
commercial uses. They have a ¥ mile radius and
are up to ¥2 wide. Neighborhood commercial uses
include, but are not limited to, grocery stores, small

e fZF t's.  Zffefed " T teectefZ "D
bakeries and restaurants, drug-stores, and conve
nience stores. These Activity Centers are intended

to minimize leapfroging development patterns . . . . .
. . intensive uses away from adjacent residential
along corridors. These uses should be integrated . . . )
neighborhoods and protect adjacent residential

to better serve surrounding residential properties . . .
. g . . properties from negatrve impacts such as light,
through pedestrian access and mltlgate noise, light, . T .

—B et me =T fTES L de { Edcess managemen ﬁ)echnrques that
density residential uses may be allowable near these
consolidate methods of ingress and egress as a

Activity Centers. .

means to preserve transportation system capac-
ity are encouraged.
4. Internal circulation for vehicles and pedes-
Primary Land Uses: Grocery store, restaurant, trians should be provided between uses, and
wfra TETete f Z oF"T A& T e o f 2 CRectibify With*abtacent developments is pre-
Coo—c———<'eq oof ZZ “hef— it fZ ferRd, aldry with sharkd parking when feasible.
service, drug store, drive-through restaurants, 5. To increase the vitality of Neighborhood
convenience stores, gasoline stations, and small- Activity Center, these nodes should be oriented
er-scale retail shopping. to face the fronting road corridor, and provide a
face to neighboring developments. Where feasi-
ble, the buildings should be located closer to the
roadway with parking to the rear or centralized
to surrounding uses.
6. Uses that require outdoor storage, such as
those allowed within HC. RE4, may be allow-
able, provided that they do not interfere with

1. Neighborhood Activity Centers should be
designed to integrate with adjacent neighbor-
hoods, providing safe and convenient bicycle
and Qtedestna,n a_gpcqess 85, weII as accessibility
for alitomobiles.

2. Neighborhood Activity Centers should use
context sensitive designs that locate more

RECOMMENDED LAND USES

Secondary Land Uses: Multi-family housing,
amusement, storage facilities.

Conditional Land Uses: Tradeshops and other
uses that require outdoor storage or repair.

396

the character of a community.

7. New development and redevelopment
within aging commercial areas should improve
visual character within the area through tree
plantings and landscaping, architectural fea-
tures, location of parking, and signage.

RELEVANT PLANS

Burgess Community Area Plan, Little
River Neighborhood Plan, Northeast Area
Transportation Plan

EXAMPLE ZONING DISTRICTS
RE1-2, ME1, ME2, PR1, ME1

COMMERCIAL CORRIDORS

LAND USE AND CHARACTER

Commercial corridors include arterial roadways that
Sf™F Sce—""c..f2Z2Z> T+ £ZfT ™«—
and service uses. They do not include established
single-family residential subdivisions that may back
up to the corridor. Commercial Corridors may pre
vide a vertical and horizontal mix of suburban scale
"t—f<Z& ...'eet” . «fZ& '"Dc...ta o’
land uses. These corridors are punctuated by higher
intensity development located at Activity Centers
and within Mixed Use areas where the highest inten
sity and integration of uses should occur.

DESIRED DEVELOPMENT PATTERN

Commercial development along existing commer
cially-developed corridors with opportunities for
<oD<ZZ fot "FtI EZ 0 eFe—a e —
f> .1 tTiIDcett ™Mc—Sce “1"Zf>e

"ETE 7 eter fot oD<ZZ .. teeco

similar community appearance and character. New
development and redevelopment should minimize

land use

access management issues, aesthetics and land
scaping, and support pedestrian-scale, mixed use
formats when feasible.

RECOMMENDED LAND USES

Primary Land Uses: Retail shopping, drug stores,
restaurants and bars, drive-through restaurants,
convenience stores and gasoline stations, automo-
L2t ofZted " feectofZ "Pc.2afed D«
—c'eed oftc. . fZ “"Dc..fed "tVe'efZ oF
Secondary Land Uses: Hotels and amusement
activities. Services, storage, and light industrial.

Conditional Land Uses: Townhomes and
multi-family developments are appropriate along
the corridor, but are preferably developed within
Mixed-Use areas and Community Activity Centers.

TRANSPORTATION

éTranspoq[_t,';ttlon 5fn'?orovergents ihould address the

need for access management |m8rovements bicycle

and pedestrian facilities, bus stop standards, street
o ... f<o%o feof Z<%0S—<*% & fet ...07"7¢"”
within transportation plans.

~

POLIEY BUIHANCE — ¢ *f £

1. New development and redevelopment within
aging commercial corridors should improve
visual character along the corridor through
site orientation, tree plantings and landscap-
ing, architectural features, location of parking,
and signage. Development of standardized site
design requirements to create unique corridors
i,,'l'i “fo<Ze—f—-F f -—»
an& clear tra isitiol rz,]to Aéthlty Centers.
g _Izarger mast? p% ned evelopments, as }
© S %t 17 <ep27
opment projects, are encouraged to result in
consistent design themes throughout, including

12
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architectural features and signage, promote MIXED USE
shared parking, and consolidate points of
ingress and egress. LAND USE AND CHARACTER

3. To increase the vitality of corridors and their
adjacent Activity Centers, new development
should create a main street pattern of develop-
ment, with buildings being closer to the road
and having reduced front setbacks with parking
to the rear where feasible.

4. Vertical mixing of uses along the corridor

is allowable up to 5 stories tall with the tallest
buildings being closer to Activity Centers. This
does not override any Height Overlay standards.
5. Access management techniques that
consolidate methods of ingress and egress as a
means to preserve transportation system capac-
ity are encouraged.

6. Internal circulation for vehicles and pedes-
trians should be provided between uses, and
connectivity with adjacent developments is
preferred.

7. The location of parking to the side or rear

of developments is encouraged. Consideration
should be given to reduce parking requirements
to facilitate redevelopment of underutilized
properties.

"tfe <o Z—1F foe—f,Z<eSET . teed”,
medium to high-density residential developments. It
also includes large undeveloped sites in close prox
imity to existing urban areas or as unincorporated
‘donut-holes’ within municipalities. These areas are
typically located along or off of arterial roadways and
exclude low-density single-family residential subdi
visions. These areas also include prime opportunities
for redevelopment projects. Mixed-use areas should
provide a vertical and horizontal mix of retail, com
et «fZ& "D tA ' TEf-f - S<%Sa
and institutional land uses. Open spaces and parks
are also important uses within Mixed-Use Areas and
often serve as focal points of major developments.
These areas are punctuated by higher intensity
development located at nodes called Community
Activity Centers where the highest density and
integration of mixed uses occurs. Outside of these
nodes, development intensity decreases and the
fringes of these Mixed-Use areas should integrate
into the surrounding, established Suburban areas.
Some light industrial uses may be appropriate, but
industrial uses and services that may have adverse

RELEVANT PLANS impacts on the community are discouraged.

Northeast Area Transportation Plan, South DESIRED DEVELOPMENT PATTERN
Kings Highway Transportation Plan, GSATS 2040

_ Mixed Use areas are encouraged to be developed as
Transportation Plan.

large master planned developments that integrate

EXAMPLE ZONING DISTRICTS a variety of land uses that support both local resi

The—e fof *—" Z* . fZ t..%e' 58 "<t fot
RE1-4, MRD 2, MRD 3, PDD, AM1, AM2, ME1, PRdevelopment patterns with short block lengths are
PR2 preferred over curvilinear and cul-de-sac designs to

support interconnectivity, walkability, and pedestri-

an scale development. Master planned developments

are encouraged to utilize large available tracts or
tef f-tt > 1% <102>a to consolidate smaller tracts into a larger tract in
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order to encourage a cohesive development design

land use

site orientation, road and pedestrian network,

fel "11728 eD<«ZZ Z'—+ ™c(-Sce o—ecand tfrdugh cbnsisent-desipn themes through-

developed to encourage their incorporation into the
municipality. Residential development greater than 7
gross units per acre are encouraged near Community
Activity Centers. Residential development less than
7 gross units per acre is more appropriately locat
ed along the fringe of Mixed Use areas, closer to
Suburban areas.

RECOMMENDED LAND USES

Primary Land Uses: Resorts, hotels, dense

out, including architectural features, landscap-
ing, and signage.

2. To increase the vitality of this area and their
adjacent Activity Centers, new development
should be sited with fronts facing the road or
other site orientations to create a main street
pattern of development.

3. Vertical mixing of uses (stacking) is the
preferred form of development within the area
and generally should range from 2-5 stories,

o7 fecZ> S'—ecoe%od " "teactof svith e _tgllfstépuilgingsfvmmn Activity Cen- ‘
”f._. f.T nf”.é ‘D(’f°...(fz ("—(———_(io”o.é_.fo.iTT(___],c.’ftzy<.%o ‘Afa ..E)(ZZ Tiﬂit
P ted "tTeefZ ot (. ted T"—% be_corisls&erz\fn,tl%ghgSfj[r@undlng heights and

small-scale retail shopping.

Secondary Land Uses: Single-family, detached and
attached, drive-through restaurants, convenience
stores and gasoline stations.

Conditional Land Uses: Light industrial and
tradeshops.

TRANSPORTATION

Developments are encouraged to be planned as
larger master planned developments to increase
access management opportunities and reduce the
number of driveways on serving roads. Internal

setbacks.

4. Access management techniques that
consolidate methods of ingress and egress as a
means to preserve transportation system capac-
ity are encouraged.

5. Internal circulation for vehicles and pedes-
trians should be provided between uses, and
connectivity with adjacent developments is
preferred.

6. The location of parking to the side or rear

of developments is encouraged. Consideration
should be given to reduce parking requirements
to facilitate redevelopment of underutilized

Lieed i —<Te—> F-™1To ...'°°i"..:<f2%r0peggs_',,:l:é fel "%

idential developments should occur. As feasible,
new road improvements and suburban commer

EXAMPLE ZONING DISTRICTS

cial centers should provide safe and easy access toPDD, TND, MRD 3, RE1-3, ME1, PR1

travelers riding the bus and walking from adjacent
developments.

POLICY GUIDANCE

be large master-planned developments that
improve character of the community through

COMMUNITY ACTIVITY CENTERS

LAND USE AND CHARACTER

1. New development and redevelopment should A Community Activity Center should include an
integrated mix of commercial (shopping, services),

"D 1A fot "Tectie—<fZ —eted f”

12
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pattern with an active pedestrian realm where driveways on serving roads, and support use of bus
buildings front streets. The center may include transit. Internal connectivity between commercial,

both vertically (within multi-story buildings) and "D tA feot Ttectte—<fZ tETEZ et
S‘"ce‘e—fZ7Z> +<3ft —efed ™—S s feasiblel n@nAoad imprevements and commercial
fel “"Dc...fe fef S'—ece% ‘e —' 1" EehAterseshoufliuss thedecdnplete streets approach

and greatest intensity of Mixed-Use areas should be to provide safe and easy access to travelers riding
located within Community Activity Centers. the bus and walking from adjacent developments.

DESIRED DEVELOPMENT PATTERN POLICY GUIDANCE

fet"f-%1 .
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Community Activity Centers should serve as a cen
tral location for community activity, including high
density residential units that are integrated into
areas of commercial activity and civic space. These
centers are ¥ mile in radius and up to 1 mile across,
transitioning into less intense uses. Development
should be in the traditional grid pattern fashion and
be focused on outdoor civic space and commercial
uses. The center should be surrounded by residential
areas that support the inner core. The inner core
may support building heights up to 5 stories high.

RECOMMENDED LAND USES

Primary Land Uses: Large and small format retail
centers and shops, grocery stores, restaurants, bars,
personal services, multifamily housing located above

1. New development and redevelopment should
be large master-planned developments that
improve character of the community through
site orientation, road and pedestrian network,
and through consistent design themes through-
out, including architectural features, landscap-
ing, and signage.

2. To increase the vitality of this area and their
adjacent Activity Centers, new development
should be sited with fronts facing the road or
other site orientations to create a main street
pattern of development.

3. Vertical mixing of uses (stacking) is the
preferred form of development within the area
and generally should range from 2-5 stories,
with the tallest buildings within Activity Cen-

e fectieocfZ —ote o 5% %t et B Mgl o% TTE DZZ THTEL

gathering spaces such as plazas.

Secondary Land Uses: Stand-alone multi-family
St—ece%od " TFeectofZ "D, fed fof
uses, including amusement, entertainment, and
tourism related uses.

Conditional Land Uses: Light industrial and
tradeshops.

TRANSPORTATION

Developments are encouraged to be planned as large
master planned developments to increase access
management opportunities, reduce the number of

be consistent with the"surrbﬁnding heights and
setbacks.

4. Access management techniques that
comdiidate néthods 6ff ir?gress and egress as a
means to preserve transportation system capac-
ity are encouraged.

5. Internal circulation for vehicles and pedes-
trians should be provided between uses, and
connectivity with adjacent developments is
preferred.

6. The location of parking to the side or rear

of developments is encouraged. Consideration 12
should be given to reduce parking requirements
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to facilitate redevelopment of underutilized
properties.

7. Density bonuses and reduced development
standards, such as parking, should be consid-
ered to encourage focused development within
Community Activity Centers.

8. Public-private partnerships should be
undertaken on catalyst projects to trigger the
redevelopment process in underutilized com-
mercial areas. Public investments may include
the sale or conveyance of lands and public infra-
structure improvements.

9. Centers should use context sensitive
designs that locate more intensive uses away
from adjacent residential neighborhoods and
protect adjacent residential properties from
negative impacts such as light, sound, and traf-
b«...a

EXAMPLE ZONING DISTRICTS
PDD, TND, MRD 3, RE1-3, ME1, PR1

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CENTER

LAND USE AND CHARACTER

Concentrated areas of high quality employment
facilities, adjacent to complementary retail and
commercial uses and/or residential uses. This cat
egory encourages development of manufacturing,
<0'|'—0—"<f2é Tee—"¢, ——<c'eq of"7¢
in locations that will minimally affect surrounding
properties. Commercial uses are secondary to major
employment uses.

DESIRED DEVELOPMENT PATTERN

Master planned industrial and business parks should
include a mix of uses within single developments,
including employment, convenience commercial and
dining, and housing. These mixed use employment

land use

campuses provide opportunities for employees to
conveniently shop and dine during normal busi
ness hours. Smaller scale, single-use employment
developments located along major roads should be
designed to appropriately buffer manufacturing and
industrial uses from adjacent properties. Secondary
commercial and residential uses should be located
along primary road corridors proximate to employ
ment centers.

RECOMMENDED LAND USES

Primary Land Uses: Manufacturing, warehousing
and logistics centers, light and heavy industrial,
research and development facilities, business parks,
and other major employers.

Tt f7> fet efed fVetefZ o7
(oo—(———('0f oo f77 "tTef— oftc...fZ
service, drug store, smaller-scale retail shopping,
and restaurants. Resorts, large sports tourism or
amusement facilities, and other commercial uses,
such as drive-through restaurants, convenience
stores and gasoline stations, are more appropriately
located near highway interchanges.

Conditional Uses: Multi-family housing, schools, and
other uses that may inhibit the development of these
sites for major economic development initiatives.

TRANSPORTATION

Majnigining yehicgjar acgess andcapacity is the
primary goal within these areas to ensure that trucks
and industrial vehicles have adequate road capacity
to and from employment centers.

POLICY GUIDANCE

1. Industrial and business park uses are the
preferred land use for these areas. Other devel-
opments should be adequately buffered from
industrial uses to eliminate incompatibility
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Issues.

2. To the extent possible, employment centers
should be designed to function as campuses
with integrated pedestrian facilities and transi-
tions to adjacent, less intensive uses.

3. Light and heavy industrial and manu-
facturing uses should be designed to mitigate
impacts on adjoining lower intensity uses, such
as business parks.

4. To preserve industrial uses, residential
uses within these areas should exceed 7 gross
units per acre.

5. All areas along the railroad that are cur-
rently zoned for industrial uses should be
preserved to allow for the return of industrial
activities. Residential and commercial uses
should be deterred from locating along this
transportation corridor.

EXAMPLE ZONING DISTRICTS
MA1, MA2, ME1, ME2, MI, PDD, PA1, PR1, PR2

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Keeping the public informed about county initiatives

What would you volunteer your time to improve?

7.2%

7 EE U7 —e—> Zfeeco% fol ‘eco%ed xvx{a

app. Traditional forms of communication also
need expansion, such as press releases announc
ing upcoming capital projects and projects that are
being completed.

Communication with the public during the develop
ment of a major project is also important, as it lets

is a necessity in order to keep people engaged in them know how things are progressing, even when

the public process and to determine the needs of
the community. Long-range planning is one facet
of county engagement. In addition, communication
with the public regarding rezoning, variance, mining,

telecommunications, and other such requests is
imperative.

In order to improve public engagement and know

edge of county efforts, the county has many opper
tunities to expand its outreach. Such improvements
should include information available on the coun

ty’s website, engaging the public through social
media, and communicating through personalized
information on HCConnect, the county’s mobile

406

they do not see any work underway. Public engage
ment through outreach events like community
forums, community meetings, workshops, summits,
and open houses are also critically important. The
Planning and Zoning Department has committed to
attending many of these such events annually in an
effort to not only improve public knowledge but also
to elicit public participation in the planning process.

willing to volunteer their time

Overwhelmingly, respondents were willing to ded
icate their time to youth programs, neighborhood

watches, environmental protection, litter reduction,

fet Wif——<Dc foc'ed Fe''etfe—e ™IV fZe' ™McZ7¢o%

to volunteer for senior programs and assisting with
Parks and Recreation Maintenance. Utilizing these
volunteers could not only help with facilitating
future community engagement and participation in
future planning efforts, but it would also help foster
a greater sense of community amongst volunteers.

As the county continues to grow, it will be necessary
to host community forums, charrettes, and special
events that engage people in the planning process
and better inform them on how to provide their

Co'——d tE'co% 'TUZF te%of%ott fT—1" f Dc’e— <o’ %o

sion can be challenging, but is a critical step building
upon past outreach successes.

grassroots
organizations and initiatives will develop,

These principles not only apply to the Planning and
Zoning Department, but to many county depart
ments. Coordination and creative approaches with
other departments, agencies, and community groups
IS necessary to effectively engage the public and
continue to remain informed of the community’s
needs, concerns, and desires. The information gath
ered through such outreach will keep county staff

fet "Dc.cfZe oot 0 MEfe 837y fUf

the community that should trigger changes in the
Comprehensive Plan and other associated plans.

S fe%ete <o

land use
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Chapter 13

Goals and
Strategies
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RURAL PRESERVATION
Preserve rural areas and lifestyles, along with natural
resources and assets, through land use decisions
and policies.
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REVITALIZATION, REDEVELOPMENT,
AND INFILL

Encourage and support community revitalization,

goals and strategies

F7FZ f o7 T<TE oDkt fot "HecZe
that supports the recruitment and retention of bust

"ttE EZ 0 efe—4 fot «oDZZ t1717 «tResses gncourages fawdnyestments, capitalizes and

and improves property values, promotes additional
reinvestment, and enhances quality of life for our
residents.

HEALTHY, LIVABLE COMMUNITIES

Foster the development of healthy, livable commu
nities in which residents and visitors alike have
access to a variety of housing and transportation
options, facilities and services, culture and arts, and
recreational and natural assets.

SAFE COMMUNITIES

Protect the health, safety, and welfare of residents
and visitors by providing adequate public safety
facilities and services, enforcing and improving
regulations, and minimizing incompatible land uses.

expands upon our existing niches, and ultimately
results in greater economic stability of our residents
and local businesses.

RESILIENT COMMUNITIES

Establish resiliency strategies and actions and iden
tify resources that can aid in strengthening Horry
County's resilience.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Create an environment in which residents, busi
nesses, and other stakeholders are engaging and
informed of planning efforts, regulatory changes,
infrastructure projects, and volunteer and partner
ship opportunities.

OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES

COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES It is recommended that Horry County implements

Coordinate growth and infrastructure improve-
sfe—e — £ "D cFe—7Z> fof t*—
facility and service needs of our existing and future
populations.

MOBILITY AND TRANSPORTATION

Promote development patterns and fund infrastrue
ture projects that result in a well-integrated and
maintained transportation system.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

Encourage and incentivize sustainable development
activities that minimize and mitigate the impact on
the natural environment and avoid adverse impacts
on existing development.

—f,233By RSy 117

the following strategies within either a short-term

a s«tee—F"s —™'g.
* %o & — i”- E)<“ﬂ;aef " Teaee "t if” -

strategies are intended to be attainable within the

lifetime of IMAGINE 2040. They are serve as strate

gic guidance for Horry County and other governing

bodies, departments and partners responsible for

implementing this plan. The goals, objectives, and

e—"f—F%<te oS'—7% f "ti " fZ—f-t

years to ensure that the county is progressing as

planned and that evolving needs of the community

can be met.
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goals and strategies

As Horry County grows, new communities are emerging and historic and rural communities are experiencing change. In
order to retain and foster community identity and pride, the County should work to strengthen the individualism of our
communities by preserving and enhancing their aesthetics and land use form, preserving and conveying their history, re-
taining rural and beach cultures and lifestyles, and cultivating new and emerging community identities.

Objective 2 Dévelop, update, and implement plans to ensure the character and form of communities are preserved and
enhanced.
Strategy Timeframe
CC-3.1 Revise the Garden City Area Plan. Mid-Term
CC-3.2 Develop a Garden City Downtown Master/Post-Disaster Redevelopment Plan, incorporating Mid-Term
. design and hazard mitigation options.

«Zc—<ted

CC-3.3 Revise the Little River Neighborhood Plan. Mid-Term

Objective ®SEFZ fot <o’ ZFete— f Ltee—ec—s Ff——<Pc..f—c'e fot ["fetce%o "'%o”fea

Strategy Timeframe

CC-1.1  ‘e—ce—3F —' «o’Zfefe— Z'™ ofco—feofe  f Ff——<Dc..f=c'e """ EFContNYously' "> ‘—e—> "f ..

CC-12 F74Z" fet f1 = f .f—e—>™ctE f—F™f> Ff——cDc. . foc'e 2f°sﬁo‘rt_<|—é;r’]’,l‘”¢ FTT™fs fie—St—c..e

along major corridors.

CC-3.4 Reauthorize the Highway 319 Rural Heritage Area Plan, Mt. Vernon Area Management Plan, a

n
Burgess Area Plan. L%ng-Term

CC-13 «Z'— f ,"fet<o%o fot ,3f——<Pc...f=<'e "Zfe <o» =St —"%Fee 'esSherFern
. CC-3.5 Develop other plans and studies, as needed, to establish and preserve distinct community Lona-Term
CC_14 §v'f-"‘ _Si ___‘_o_)T- “_f’f'_.(_) ! of(o_f(. f.T ié’f."' (— o __“'”MTd‘_:i.err%f——(D(...f—(" '”'%o"f'ChaI‘aCtel’. g
—S"—%S TEtc...f—FtT "—et<ce% fof e—f " Dce%a
CC-15 1737 <ot "«t—fZcaett ... 'eo—ec—> "fotco%o fol ,1f——<Dc... f_Lc;ﬁ _'_r%r%..é fe "t“—1t+—1 Objective 2 Révise and simplify Horry County’s sign regulations.
distinct community identities. 9 .
Strategy Timeframe
CC-16  eece— . fee—ec— Jo"'—"e M5 «o'Zfefeo—f—cie 17 =53 "fetceRlofigTerd f ——<Dc.. f-<'+ "&f 448 consolidate sign regulations to minimize duplication of content and inconsistencies between Short-Term
applicable ordinances.
Objective e bavelop and amend regulations that contribute towards distinct community character. CC-4.2 Ensure that Horry County’s sign ordinance can be upheld to Reed vs Town of Gilbert. Short-Term
Strategy Timeframe
CC-2.1 Hogt charrettes to capture preferred forms and designs that can be translated into regulations i o | Objective  ee lm@ease the number of designated historic properties in Horry County.
-Sf—f.... — " f—17> "tDZt...— —ST Tiec e T ot Tct—fZ .. 'ee—sQNOHQUBY _
Strategy Timeframe
CC-2.2 Revise rezoning criteria to ensure rezoning requests are evaluated in accordance to the guidangﬁ ort-Term CC-5.1 Revise the Horry County Historic Preservation Plan Short-Term
in this Plan. ' '
. . S . CC-5.2 Maintain a database of properties, structures, and districts that are eligible for the Horry County, ;
CC-2.3 Consider the establishment of an overlay for the Sea Mountain Highway, portions of Hwy 9, ang,. | - istori i i i istori i Continuously
Hwy 90 to Wampee leading into North Myrtle Beach. ﬁ\md Term Historic Register and National Register of Historic Preservation.
CC-24 $ <ot -St ieco%o teomTcoim = [Zc%oe ™Mc—8 —8f ———"f [LONGTEMTED cocmc'ooa CC-5.3 Blr(setsrgsgeﬁlongotgme?ité?&gr;rtggeljtsrglvﬁgtjsr?ty Historic Register and National Register of Historic Continuously
CC-25 frced "' f—e—ie CUTCFIT O TETZfre —f fee—"E —Sis Ve3> g B Lkt L Ter—*<=> cCB54 Host community education programs on how to obtain an historic property designation and to

aesthetics and result in quality design.

CC-2.6 Consolidate and simplify existing Overlays when feasible and appropriate. Short-Term

CC-2.7 Explore the creation of gateway corridor overlays, extending into rural segments of the county,
to ensure that main thoroughfares to our tourist destinations remain inviting and aesthetically Mid-Term

pleasing.

414

restore and protect their historic structures. Mid-Term
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Objective

2 Expand efforts to educate residents and visitors about Horry County’s history.
Strategy

CC-6.1 Coordinate efforts between the Horry County Board of Architectural Review and Historic
Preservation, the Horry County Historical Society, the Horry County Museum, and other
appropriate partners to identify priority educational signage projects and lead organizations.

CC-6.2 Pursue the installation of new historic markers.
CC-6.3 Add storyboards conveying Horry County history at appropriate public facilities.
CC-6.4 Implement the Horry County Museum'’s Strategic Plan.

CC-6.5 Recognize local businesses that have been in operation over 50 years through the Board of
Architectural Review and Historic Preservation’s Legacy Business Program.

CC-6.6 Ensure that communities and public facilities are appropriately named and signed according to

—SE<” %ot %o f'Scu Z'f—cte T Sce—"c . Dc%ho—"144

Timeframe

Continuously

Continuously
Mid-Term

Mid-Term

Continuously

Continuously

While Horry County is rapidly growing, the vast majority of its landscape remains comprised of agricultural and forest-
lands. Residents in these areas would like to retain their rural lifestyle and community character without impeding their
ability to grow their businesses. To preserve these rural areas and minimize the need for further expansion of public facil-
ities and services, the County should avoid sprawling development patterns and leapfrogging of development along major
corridors. It should also promote economic growth in agriculture, forestry, and agri-tourism and eco-tourism industries.

Objective
Strategy

RP-1.1 Avoid suburban sprawl and leap-frog development patterns from encroaching into rural areas

through zoning and land development regulations.

RP-1.2 Continue to work with rural communities to develop individualized area plans, as needed.

RP-1.3 Establish a list of priority properties and structures in western Horry to consider for the Horry

County Historic Register.

RP-1.4 Add at least 10 properties in western Horry County to the Horry County Historic Register by
2025.

RP-1.5 Assist with the establishment of at least 5 new Century Farms by 2025.

RP-1.6 Pursue the designation of Pee Dee Highway as a SC Scenic Byway.

416

& Peeserve the historic properties, agrarian and natural landscapes, and way of life in western Horry County.

Timeframe

Continuously

Continuously

Short-Term

Mid-Term

Mid-Term

Long-Term

Objective 2 Peeserve the historic properties, agrarian and natural landscapes, and way of life in western Horry County.
Strategy Timeframe
RP-1.7 Encourage agricultural landowners to protect their property’s agricultural use through Mid-Term

conservation easements.

RP-1.8 D<ot —"f7Z e—efote— —ote ™Mc_Sce —SF ‘ece% "FTcofe...f —°
minimize potential nuisances from intense amusement activities that may impact rural areas.

RP-1.9 —<Z<ef <tte—<Dctt ""c¢'"c—> oot " fc'e [ Ffoe <o "—"f7 [ Ffe
bonus derived from more densely developed areas of the county.

Objective & Reevise and simplify Horry County’s sign regulations.

Strategy

RP-2.1 Distribute information to farmers, Clemson Extension, and the local USDA on Horry County’s
agritourism permitting application.

RP-2.2 Support agricultural, ecotourism, and heritage tourism by developing special provisions within
the Zoning Ordinance.

RP-2.3 Partner with area Chambers of Commerce to promote agricultural and heritage tourism.
RP-2.4 Develop a farmland preservation plan.

RP-2.5 Provide educational opportunities for youth and the public to learn about current and historical
farming practices used in Horry County.

RP-2.6 Pursue a formal feasibility study for the development of a multi-use agricultural facility to
support local and regional farmers, equestrian activities, and expand tourism niches.

RP-2.7 Provide support infrastructure for local farmers markets at county facilities.

RP-2.8 Revise roadside stand language within the Zoning Ordinance to support local agricultural
activities and maintain the character of Horry County

Wiy $8¢ -
LongTefm *'f % *<

Timeframe
Short-Term
Mid-Term

Continuously

Long-Term
Continuously
Mid-Term

Continuously

Mid-Term
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Established neighborhoods and commercial centers are the backbone of Horry County. To counteract the cycle of disinvest-

ment and decline that can occur in aging communities, the county will promote investment and redevelopment through Objective ~ @V&'s‘—1 "$ «—fZcoef—<'s fot «oD<ZZ t°"*""—04
its land planning and policies. It will also coordinate Wivth municipalities to ensure tbat unincorporated areas within their 5 5 Strate Timeframe
et frcte fUE TETEZUHET - eft— —8F T——— " %" ™8 "fo—f"e tfe—<Dcit ™Mc—Sco S OMEEHY | .

future annexation of these ‘donut holes.’

RR-4.1 Minimize urban densities in unincorporated Horry County beyond those allowable within
Mixed-Use and Community Activity Centers in an effort to encourage revitalization in Continuously
municipalities.

Objective & Pavelop, update, and implement neighborhood plans to encourage stabilization and revitalization.
Strategy Timeframe RR-4.2 Support TIF Districts or provide other incentives that will spur revitalization of unincorporated Continuousl

] ) blighted commercial areas and municipal downtowns. y
RR-1.1 Implement the Bennett Loop and Racepath Neighborhood Plans. Mid-Term

RR-4.3 Support municipal efforts to provide safe, affordable housing through partnerships and fundin :

RR-1.2 Develop and adopt a Bucksport Neighborhood Plan. Short-Term assﬁgtance provri)ded by Comrr)nunity Development. g gnp P 9 Continuously
RR-1.3 Develop and adopt a Socastee Area Plan. Mid-Term
RR-1.4 Develop and implement plans for other highly distressed neighborhoods, such as, but not Long-Term

limited to, Cedar Branch and Freemont.

Objective 2 Ciecrease the number of blighted residential properties throughout Horry County.

Strategy
RR-2.1

RR-2.2
RR-2.3
RR-2.4

RR-2.5

Establish and maintain an inventory of abandoned and blighted residential structures.
Continue to implement the emergency homeowner repair program.

Pursue abatement orders on uninhabitable residential structures.

Enforce and track property management and illegal dumping citations.

Continue the Horry County Residential Nuisance Abatement Program.

Objective e id@ntify and develop targeted commercial revitalization areas.

Strategy
RR-3.1

RR-3.2

RR-3.3

RR-3.4

RR-3.5

418

Create an inventory of potential commercial revitalization areas and establish a priority.

Develop and begin implementing revitalization plans for the highest priority areas.

Support efforts to pass legislation allowing counties to demolish blighted commercial properties

As Horry County continues to grow, there will be an increased need to provide a variety of housing types and affordable

housing options especially within suburban and urbanizing communities. Community design and infrastructure play a

strong role in supporting and welcoming people of all ages and backgrounds, in addition to attracting economic develop-
Timeframe ment. Horry County’s land use policies and regulations, in addition to its capital improvements and services, serve as the
foundation for creating healthy, livable communities.

Short-Term

Continuously Objective & Ravise the Horry County Zoning Ordinance and Land Development Regulations to support a full range of
land uses and form.

Continuously Strategy Timeframe

Continuously HC-1.1 Revise the Multi-Residential Zoning Districts to allow for greater variation in residential form Short-Term

and density that will coincide with the Future Land Use Map.

Continuously
HC-1.2 Remove obsolete and unutilized zoning districts from the Zoning Ordinance. Short-Term

HC-1.3 Amend the Zoning Ordinance to encourage traditional neighborhood design components for .
W' =S of @' TI " ftZ ete—e fof «oD<ZZ T 1272 7ete—-4 t'F..<fZ22Z> ™hidcEYIM —,—",f°.

Timeframe Community Activity Centers as designated on the Future Land Use Map.

Short-Term
HC-1.4 Discourage residential down-zoning and encourage a vertical mixture of land uses, especially
Mid-Term in Mixed Use and Community Activity Centers, to promote more urban form and support the  Continuously
Future Land Use Map.

to reduce unsafe, nuisance properties. Mid-Term HC-1.5 Revise the zoning ordinance to allow for vertical mixture of residential and commercial uses. Mid-Term
Consider the establishment of Priority Investment Zones that will incentivize commercial Long-Term
,’¢T¢~¢Z‘,'i._ fOT (OD(ZZé g
n:"_:t _Si ...i.L.<-.. TIEm__ e¢— x.:t. A ---‘..i”---(fz f.T '(§¢T e ¢ (ZZ TiN:::Z"'i._ Ce
urban areas. GntindoushP
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Objective 2 Continue to monitor changes in population and demographics, in addition to trends in seasonal
populations.

Strategy Timeframe
HC-2.1 Update the Comprehensive Plan upon the availability of the decennial Census data and the Mid-Term

HC-2.2

HC-2.3

release of new population projections.

Coordinate with local governments, the Chambers of Commerce, state agencies, Veteran's
Affairs, Coastal Carolina University, and other service providers to better understand the

Continuously
o_o":t”oé L teltec—<¢c'eq f.T (ODZ_io.__:to ET e _Si '¢”of.:to_ fo'l'

Share population and housing trend information with County Council, area utilities, Horry

County Solid Waste Authority, Horry County Schools, and others. Continuously

Objective e EAcourage safe, affordable housing throughout Horry County.
Strategy Timeframe
HC-3.1 Create developer incentives to incorporate affordable housing into new developments. Mid-Term

HC-3.2

HC-3.3

HC-3.4

HC-3.5

Direct HUD funds towards the purchase of homes in existing and new developments that are in

close proximity to public facilities, transportation, and job centers. Mid-term

ee (o TM(_S _S:t i._f"Z(oénio_ L f efex’'" ' P(— '"%ofo(wf_(‘o Ti’\/ﬁd-—]‘e[{n_i-r = Af(

and assistance in the region.
fe— f Tf < St ece% fet Dc”e— —<cof Stet st ft— ..

o —"f%F e—Z—<@ " fecZ> «oD<«ZZ fot "ttt " FZ efe— <o —" fo
reduce or eliminate parking requirements, especially when public parking, transit options, and Mid-Term
bicycle and pedestrian networks are available.

Objective & \n@&rease the number of cultural and performing arts facilities, programs, and displays.
Strategy Timeframe
HC-4.1 Work with schools, galleries, and artisans to display artwork and other exhibits in Horry County

HC-4.2

HC-4.3

HC-4.4

HC-4.5

420

government buildings. Continuously

Expand the use of the Horry County Museum, Parks and Recreation facilities, and Libraries to
host additional cultural events, performances, public art, and exhibits throughout the year.

Continuously
Incorporate art and exhibit display space into new county buildings that are open to the public. Continuously
Support the development of a regional public-private performing arts facility. Long-Term

Consider the creation of an Arts Commission to assure arts and culture are addressed in count}i ona-Term
decision-making. 9

CEfetefZ " —Zfocte
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goals and strategies

Objective 2 wéntify active and passive recreation needs throughout unincorporated Horry County.
Strategy Timeframe
HC-5.1 Re-Adopt the Parks and Open Space Plan. Short-Term

HC-5.2

HC-5.3

HC-5.4

HC-5.5

HC-5.6

frafe o " Tcte%o [ ot By

Maintain a Recreation Inventory, cataloging and mapping all recreational facilities, trails, and

properties in Horry County. Continuously

Develop a Recreational Facility Maintenance and Expansion Plan. Mid-Term

Develop and adopt a comprehensive countywide Greenways and Blueways Master Plan which

will replace the Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. Mid-Term

Develop a standardized park and directional signage plan for all county recreation facilities.  Mid-Term

Develop one conceptual recreation facility master plan annually to inform cost estimates,

phasing options, and to leverage grant funding and donations. Continuously

Objective & Easure recreational amenities and programs are accessible for all residents.
Strategy Timeframe
LSO PN B %egé%?iggggﬁr;tsegﬁgftgrggig%k\;\gtrnpotg%(Ia_ggg.Development Regulations to ensure that open Short-Term
HC-6.2 Qgﬁ;iirgnlsocc): ggrrgii ;?ig rrmlev\\//\;tﬁadrlé\sléﬁ))ark expansions and open space by 2_025 through land Long-Term
, pers, and the use of existing county-owned property.
Aaa 10 miles of trails and greenways by 2025. Long-Term
HC-6.4 Coordinate with federal and state agencies and conservation organizations to identify passive Mid-Term
recreation opportunities on existing conservation land.
HC-6.5 Coordinate with area developers and businesses on the donation of land and equipment to Mid-Term

HC-6.6

HC-6.7

HC-6.8

HC-6.9

support future recreational facilities.
Maintain and enhance existing boat landing and beach access sites. Continuously

Consider the development of waterfront parks, walking trails, scenic overlooks, picnic sites,
DceS<e% t°'...

Actively seek grants to help fund the development of new recreational facilities and programs. Continuously

Ensure that playgrounds, parks, and other recreational spaces meet the latest National Safety

Guidelines and ADA accessibility regulations. Mid-Term

421

ced L, f"t™fZesd fot f.. '@Ztf eco%o 18 F"cte.. o w@ERUOUSY, 4

Z:



Hory County
Imagine 2040

goals and strategies

Objective & Easure recreational amenities and programs are accessible for all residents.

Strategy Timeframe

HC-6.10 Conduct recreational programming assessment and fee evaluation to ensure effective use of Mid-Term
fTf<Zf, 2% "—,Z<... o' f..F fet e—f " Dce% """ "F.."Ff—-<'&

HC-6.11 Create a county Parks and Recreation class and program membership that will allow for reduced
costs for unlimited participation in programs; thus allowing for other fee increases for one-time Mid-Term
participation.

HC-6.12 Develop an advertising plan to increase public awareness of facilities, programs and leagues. Short-Term

As the county continues to grow, it will need to ensure that the public safety needs of our residents and visitors are taken
into consideration. Traditional public safety needs should be accounted for to ensure that the county can prevent, mini-

mize, and respond to emergencies of all scales. In addition, future losses should be avoided through regulations and design

standards, in addition to enforcement of existing construction and zoning standards.

Objective & lerfprove Public Safety response times.
Strategy Timeframe

SC-1.1 Ensure that public safety departments are adequately staffed and properly equipped to meet th
needs of the existing and growing population.

%ontinuously
SC-1.2 Develop and implement a Text to 9-1-1 system. Short-Term
SC-1.3 Educate the public about when to call 9-1-1 and availability of non-emergency phone numbers.  Continuously

SC-1.4 Ensure that the 9-1-1 Center is informed of large special events occurring throughout the county. Continuously

SC-1.5 Establish an adequate level of service for all public safety departments to inform funding needs

and inform staff rezoning recommendations. Short-Term

SC-1.6 Add and staff a 5th Police Precinct to accommodate future growth. Short-Term
SC-1.7 Add a 5th Fire Rescue Battalion to accommodate future growth. Mid-Term
SC-18 $73Z f '—,Zc.. of t—> "f..<Zcoche fot o= [ Dce%o foefeeeten d it

improvement and funding needs.
SC-1.9 Strategically add EMS service throughout the county to improve coverage. Continuously

SC-1.10 Transition Volunteer Fire Rescue Stations into Career Stations as merited and funding is

available. Continuously

422

Objective & lerfprove Public Safety response times.
Strategy Timeframe

SC-1.11 Limit new major residential subdivisions in areas of the county that do not have Career Fire

Rescue Stations. Continuously

SC-1.12 Ensure that new development has an interconnected road network, both internal and external

to allow for faster public safety response. " Continuously

Objective e Iindprove the overall feeling of safety throughout Horry County.

Strategy Timeframe

SC-21 "fco "D F"0d ,—<ZT<o%o <ot ...~ "ol fot "Zfeet”e <o "cof ";t"s%r—t_:r‘e;m—é"‘—%oé

Design.

SC-2.2 Develop and implement a comprehensive environmental design crime prevention assessment Mid-Term
and plan for Horry County facilities and public spaces.

SC-2.3 Conduct environmental design community assessments in high crime areas and undertake 0o
fo.—<c—<te =" oc—<%of—F <Tte—<D<tt ...SfZZFte%ota y

SC-2.4 Horry County Public Safety departments will attend at least 20 HOA and Community meetings

each year. Continuously

SC-2.5 Horry County Public Safety will conduct at least four active shooter trainings for the community

each year. This includes tactical training, table tops, community meetings and school tours. Continuously

SC-26 "7y f—e—> ‘Zof FfU—efe— ™ZZ el ffet V[ D Fentades e f
previous year. antmuOUSly

SC-2.7 Each Horry County Police precinct will implement and update their community problem solving

plans annually. Continuously

SC-2.8 Increase the social media presence and communications from departments in the Public Safety yiqTerm
Division.

t8co—co%o fof ""Ef..—Ft1 ...f «—f2
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goals and strategies

Objective 2 Reduce the degree of risk to life and property from disasters through adequately trained staff, educated Objective @V o<t "———"1F DZ't Z'eefe —S"' — %S "t%o—Zf—c<'eed ‘Zc<..<Fed Ft—.. f-
public, and adequate facilities.
Strategy Timeframe
Strategy Timeframe
SC-4.11 Decrease grade changes between existing and planned development as an amendment to the Mid-Term
SC-3.1 Conduct staff training for Horry County’s disaster response and recovery operations. Continuously Land Development Regulations and Stormwater Ordinance.
SC-3.2 Construct a new emergency operations center to meet the county's existing and growing needs.  Mid-Term SC-4.12 Update the Stormwater Ordinance and Design Manual. Mid-Term
SC-3.3 ee—"% o—f"7 frE —"fcodt fof T — < ET — "f <t Z> feotee tfof %o &éntﬁnAUB&s,l f PZ''ta b 1&C24.13 ddpt a riparian and wetland buffer ordinance between development and water resources to Mid- e,
disaster. y fZZ*™ "7 D7t "f—fte—c'e fot —St of——"f7Z D<Z-"f—<'e " 727 il'
SC-3.4 Conduct public education events on natural disaster preparedness and recovery annually. Continuously SC-4.14 Provide incentives for developers to preserve contiguous areas of natural vegetation and Mid-Term
™ME—Zfoete co "foectfeo—ofZ [ tee—ec—cfe 7" PZT "f—fe—c'edq
SC-3.5 Establish a Disaster Fund Reserve so the county does not need to wait on state and federal . 1orm
assistance to begin recovery efforts. L . - . . i
Objective  sewfd..'st f <"1 Tf' —ft1 ‘ee—ec— =8 — %S ™M ZTD"F $t— .. f—c'*d cc—<%of—<¢
SC-3.6 Establish a Waste Management Fund Reserve of a minimum of $10 million for debris clean up Mid-Term el R EnE) CRere iz e,
the event of a disaster. Strategy Timeframe
.~ . . . . . SC-5.1 Crtcefot ™S “Tfe—_"> ‘eecescte —* Grte_ <@ fee—f7 ‘ee—ec_ <ZiP<"f  t-
Objective  sevé@c<ecet "———"% DZ''T Z'eote —S"' —%S "FU%ho—2Zf—<'eed ""Zc..ctea FtT— .. f-c'ed fef —"fcpgyked f f f f Conﬁnuo&sTy
Strategy ICTNe SC-5.2 Assist SC Forestry Commission on the establishment of additional Firewise Communities. Continuously
SC-41 t'— f "$T<eit DZt Sfoef"t feefelt —Sf- o Z—TFe —f-Ft g tHL L %o—f%t fet . fe-fZ e@woe'ed 5 5 5
regulations. SC-53 “‘"fcof—-F ™Mc-S ‘re—"> fet "Fectie—«fZ .fee—ec—cte =" <Te—<"> ™MZTD"T T
opportunities and assist with grant funding applications that support mitigation and community Continuously
SC-4.2  Adopt policy or regulation to prohibit new critical facilities from being constructed in the 100 ¢} 0+ term education efforts.
fet wrr >¥f”" DZ''toe‘+ta
SC-5.4 Work with SC Forestry, existing Firewise communities, and relevant agencies to develop a Mid-Term
SC'43 TL!_ ’,¢~(.iT 'DZHT .fy. f' 1fn_x'\ _é:t ‘DZ“T ‘"T<.f.---¢é ShOI"[-Term - —O—)TM(Ti (ZTD( i :t il—(o zf.a
SC-4.4 Develop a Floodplain Management Plan and Repetitive Loss Area Analysis that meets the o SC-55 =T Lre—eds ZET coc—«f = ) i,' — ke—f,ZcS, =" f,' fe T B TMlj(;u'sf i o2
National Flood Insurance Program’s Community Rating System scoring criteria. Mid-Term fr¥fe =SE e fef MSETE T — ZcL of TR e FTee U0 al__%t_!p & Z > <L
. i il - SC-56 1737 f DZ'f—<e% ‘"F"Zf> ‘et ™Mc—S .tee_"— _—<'s fot tI"FZ, "«—1'«f
SC-4.5 Develop and implement a Flood Resiliency Plan. Short-Term communities that are safer from the start. %horti'l’erm
SC-4.6 Improve the county’'s Community Rating System Score to 6 or lower. Mid-Term SC-5.7 efet —SF fet f FZ" efe— t%ho—Zf—c'oe —' fTT7Fee T3 Feec 7% shberdmf s [ ™ Z1
technique when new development is proposed in close proximity to large areas of forestland. Sler
_ ~ V_ _ _V ~ . 4 _ A e ¢e0 23 ™ _V ._V v Al o = . . o .
SC-4.7 fZ—f—F —=St "ffec,<Zc—> Sc,<—<*% D<ZZ «—S« St bZ Middewms a SC-58 <o —"f%t —SF fUFZ % thecHoe o T<De.. focies —Sfo "tt— . % —8F "t —c i1
5 . ) . s . . _ points of ingress and egress, result in longer block lengths, or smaller cul-de-sacs than require ;
SC-48 fee—fce f— ZIfe— oS F"—<D<kt Z't'Zfce fef% it "o o—f""& Continuously by the Land Development Regulations, especially in areas of the county that include or are in Tontinuously
3 5 5 5 Ztet T Ecec—> =" f"‘Z<-f foe feof ‘—SF” ™MZtPE et “":!:O—Zf ted
SC-49 ‘o — f_ Z:l:fo_ 'o¢ (o_ "on fQTA‘o:E is_i’Lon VDZ"T'Zf(o of.f%oio:to_ —”f,(’(°%0 foo_le_ ~en =_‘AA
fet =St '—,Zc.o = F fM™Mf"F " f7feZf, 2% D2t ec—<%of—<'s "t Contiuoslp ... ++—"— ... —<'sd &g iél!lpfpurt 'S Porestry and SC Department of Natural Resources efforts to conduct controlled

SC-4.10

424

evacuation areas signs at the entrance of all new neighborhoods within evacuation zones.

changes in regulations, and best practices.

Update the Land Development Regulations to require the installation of Know Your Zone

Short-Term

burns of Lewis Ocean Bay Heritage Preserve. Continuously
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Imagine 2040

<te—27> feot 14
To achieve our Future Land Use vision and to maximize use of existing resources and infrastructure, Horry County will s t—esie " fZc—> T Z<FA of Tt fol Ut ——ec—cte TVt tetec, TTE DL f -t
ensure that our public safety, transportation, education, recreation, and utility infrastructure and services are adequately tation network that can easily provide access in and out of the county while also ensuring that residents and businesses
planned for and funded to meet and support a high quality of life for our residents and business community. have multiple modes of transportation available to their needs. As new development occurs, it should take into account

both the local and regional impacts to the transportation network and adequately provide infrastructure to meet those
needs. All means of transportation should be taken into consideration with future development, including the road net-
work, bicycle and pedestrian facilities, and mass transportation. In addition, the long term maintenance needs should be
Strategy Timeframe accounted for when developing new projects or adding to the transportation network.

Objective @sB¥%o—Zf"Z> feetoe 77> ‘o5 TfVeete_je "f «Z<—> fof e—f " Dce% cfited

CS-11 “fZ—f-% —8% D f@>ff" f'<—f2Z " “fete—e Zfe foe—f775 —* Fee—"t ~§f— — <o

with the facility recommendations of the Comprehensive Plan and the changing needs of the ~Continuously Objective 2 $Eovide long term transportation safety and capacity solutions.

community. Strategy Timeframe
CS-1.2 Develop a Facilities Master Plan to better inform existing and projected facility needs, including MT-1.1 Develop a list of transportation projects and cost estimates encompassing GSATS, Rural Short-T

lifecycle upgrades, in an effort to inform priorities and cost estimates of existing and projected Mid-Term Transportation Study, Road Plan, Safety/Capacity Program, as well as other mobility needs. ort-Term

needs.

. . ) ) ) ) MT-1.2 Modify the local road plan to include vehicular and pedestrian related safety/capacity Mid-T

CS-1.3 Analyze and establish base service levels for all countywide services and associated costs. Mid-Term enhancements. ia-term
CS-1.4 Consider the development of an Adequate Public Facilities ordinance. Mid-Term MT-1.3 Allocate local funds for the construction of I-73 and SELL. Continuously
CS-1.5 Consider coinciding the establishment of tax districts and development agreements withthe i 0usly MT-1.4 Establish a permanent source of funding to support the construction of planned bicycle and | p.1

approval of major developments to ensure that public facilities and services can be met. pedestrian facilities in unincorporated Horry County. la-Term
Ob]eCtlve &tai._(") "_.T<.%o l11l11__.(_(:t. «n iAD(---(i.---(i. _ i e tram ...f'<—f2 (.1111"':!:.1:._. ‘fl\./l:l:'l.-%yyht(.“-!.:t_.é._ - f D(... e, — O — 0 f-l—fZZ) > — e .f(o_f(u:t'l'conuﬂlz)msly_ f-T
Strategy Timeframe MT-16 ee—"% —=Sf— fZZ *Zfeett " f1T "™ Et..—c ["F co—t%"f-1T co-* "éo%tin&g)ﬁsiy'(fz Iy

designs are completed to minimize development from occurring in these future Right of Ways.
CS-2.1 Utilize Development Agreements when appropriate. Continuously
MT-1.7 Reuvisit the Future Land Use Map after the completion of major road projects. Continuously
CS-2.2 Evaluate the feasibility of special tax districts within suburban and urban areas to fund higher . 1orm
service levels for public safety, recreation, drainage, and other services. MT-1.8 Host public meetings to ensure the community is informed of the progress of planned

transportation projects. Continuously
CS-2.3 Evaluate the feasibility of impact fees. Short-Term
CS-2.4 Evaluate franchise feasibility for curbside waste and recycling pick up in suburban and urban Long-Term Objective e t@omplete the RIDE 3 Program on schedule.
areas.
Strategy Timeframe
CS-25 #.."%fek —SI o33t 17 1 —TfTDCL o ot e e ke —cZT %00 Lo itinuoush® ~SF T <2 A2 Keep the public informed of the progress of the design and construction of all RIDE 3 projects.  Continuously

information and services on our website.

CS-2.6 Consolidate county buildings to provide better customer service and reduce maintenance costs. Continuously MT-2.2 Post highly visible RIDE 3 signage along all major roadways that will experience improvements.  Short-Term

MT-2.3 Create a wetland mitigation bank to support RIDE 3 and other transportation projections. Short-Term
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Hory County goals and strategies
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Objective & Waintain county road and transportation infrastructure. Objective & Wairsue Complete Streets policies and regulations to support an integrated road network and

transportation options road and transportation infrastructure.
Strategy Timeframe

Strategy Timeframe
MT-3.1 Update local road plan regularly. Continuously . . . .

MT-4.6 $7<et =St fet 17372 ete— 3% —Zf—<toe —" "3 —<"F —Sf- Ti"ig r:JETerm -"FE
MT-3.2 Review local road plan to ensure equitable distribution of road user fee revenues. Short-Term based on future planning horizon of area and corridor capacity.

. VE L e fO . o fo . e o leed ; MT-4.7 Require complete streets within unincorporated donut holes within municipalities when ;
MT-3.3 f'f« <UoefU T TEIDc...cto...cFe fo <TFe—<DcET > < ... —«< a Continuously development and redevelopment is pursued. Continuously
MT-3.4 F'f<” ""=S'Zte ™Mc_Sce —S"tf tfre " <tFe—cDc..foc'e Continuously
MT-3.5 Mow road Right-of-Ways at least two-times per year. Continuously
MT-3.6 Repair and replace major drainage crossings as needed. Continuously Horry County is rapidly growing, in large part to the attractiveness of its beaches and waterways, outdoor recreation, and
_ warm climate. These same natural assets that attract people to move to our county should be protected as development oc-
MT-3.7 Scrape unpaved roads as needed. Continuously o—"ed ———"F T FZ 0 ete— oS — 7t [Tt PZT fet ™M<ZTD<"t Sfaefte fof ecococat
] ) ] ) habltat and wildlife. In addition, new development should minimize their impacts on adjacent developments and surround
MT-3.8 Perform formal evaluations of every county roadway every three-years (rotating basis). Continuously ing communities. In order to do so, the county should encourage and incentivize better site design through its policies and
. ) ) regulations.
MT-3.9 Utilize pavement management system to develop annual resurfacing program. Continuously
MT-3.10 Repair local pavement failures to prevent expansion of damages. Continuously gg{gﬁg}/ign of iealﬁr\?;ralﬁdtshcz Si?]sg.hetlcs and environmental quality of development through the preservation of trees and
MT-3.11 Clip paved road shoulders every three-years. Continuously Strategy Timeframe
MT-3.12 Resurface roads as programmed each year. Continuously ES-1.1 \,Svllmlpr:lfé \tlgﬁell_yasndscape Buffer and Tree Preservation Ordinance and landscape requirements Short-Term
Objective  ze \Pairsue Complete Streets policies and regulations to support an integrated road network and ES-1.2 Remove all invasive plant species from the Landscape Buffer and Tree Preservation Ordinance) ;. torm
transportation options road and transportation infrastructure. and Overlays.
Strategy Timeframe ES-1.3 Expand the list of protected tree species within the Landscape Buffer and Tree Preservation Mid-Term
] ] Ordinance beyond live oaks.
MT-4.1 Update Horry County’s Land Development Regulations to support shorter block lengths in Mid-Term
Suburban Communities, Mixed-Use, and Community Activity Centers. ES-1.4 Promote the use of native plants by distributing the county’s landscaping guide to developers Short-Term
and property owners.
MT-4.2 Update Horry County’s Land Development Regulatlons to establish provisions for the _ _
rgaidwiazs tr;aj'; ;(;mmde EchCOAS'F R-’lt-'& .route_sf —<e =2l Do fZ ,—Midterm "o o fE [T < 'gohi's IN0Edd the Landscape Buffer and Tree Preservation Ordinance to require the planting of tree 0. torm
4 ' every residential lot within a major subdivision prior to the CO of a new home.
MT-4.3  Allocate funds towards COAST RTA annually. Continuously ES-1.6 Revise the Landscape Buffer and Tree Preservation Ordinance to increase the width of Vegetatﬁ)ﬁd-Term
] ] ] } buffers for major residential subdivisions along major roadways.

MT-4.4 Update Horry County’s Land Development regulations to clarify where sidewalks are required Short-Term

external to new commercial and residential developments.

MT-4.5 Update the Horry County Land Development Regulations to require pedestrian connectivity
both internal and external to publ|c and private school properties, in addition to requiring Short-Term
DZfeSce%o .57 @'et scY%oes —* <o’ of "t 54
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Objective & Ménimize habitat fragmentation in environmentally sensitive areas.

Strategy
ES-2.1

ES-2.2

ES-2.3

ES-2.4

ES-2.5

ES-2.6

ES-2.7

ES-2.8

Timeframe

Consolidate the conservation preservation zoning districts. Short-Term

Rezone all state and federal conservation lands to a conservation preservation zoning to betterSh T
"tPZt...— =St —eta ort-Term

Update Horry County regulations to encourage contiguous open space within new major

developments. Short-Term

Update the Horry County Parks and Open Space Plan to identify priority conservation areas an

future recreation sites. ghort-Term

Utilize density bonuses and the Open Space fee-in-lieu program in Community Activity Centers,
Mixed Use, and Suburban Communities to encourage increased development in exchange for Continuously

S % t—FT ec—F fe o f . F Ufef " fo<'ed fo ctie—<D<ET Mc—Sco —SF free fof

Identify and maintain a list of priority properties to preserve the county’s green infrastructure

network. Mid-Term
Distribute conservation easement information to priority conservation properties. Mid-Term
rI\]/Iitigate the impacts of existing and future transportation corridors to ensure that wildlife Continuously
abitat fragmentation is minimized.
Objective & lm@rove the county’s understanding of water quality and drainage problems.
Timeframe

Strategy

ES-3.1

ES-3.2

ES-3.3

ES-3.4

ES-3.5

430

Continue to implement a countywide water quality monitoring program through the Waccamaw

Watershed Academy and the Waccamaw Riverkeeper’s Volunteer Monitoring Program. Continuously

Continue to cooperate with local universities in understanding the effects of our land use

decisions on watersheds. Continuously

Prepare comprehensive drainage maps for the county using up-to-date stormwater

infrastructure, landcover and elevation data. Mid-Term

Coordinate with SCDHEC, Grand Strand Water and Sewer, and local governments to identify
and map the location of septic systems throughout the county and require connection to sewer Long-Term
systems when septic systems fail to perform properly.

Develop a Stormwater Capital Improvements Plan. Mid-Term

Objective & Maintain and improve water quality in Horry County.

Strategy Timeframe

ES-4.1 Continue to implement an illicit discharge detection and elimination program based on the

county National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Phase Il Stormwater Management Platg?OntInUOUSIy

ES-4.2 Continue to implement a Construction and Post-Construction Site Runoff Program based on th

county NPDES Phase Il Stormwater Management Plan. PContinuoust

ES-4.3 Work with known sources of point source water pollution to maintain and reduce pollutant

discharges. Continuously

ES-4.4 Coordinate with SCDHEC and local governments to develop and implement TMDL and 319

watershed plans to provide a course of action to improve impaired water bodies. Continuously

ES-4.5 Continue to work with the Natural Resource Conservation Service, the Farm Bureau and local .
"fe f .1 zé%"«..—z——"fz Zfet ™ef”e —* ftt"fee coo—Fe _Sf— "1, — ™Q@ontiduduslyf Z<—>4 <
f edgllng operations, buffering, and irrigation.

ES-4.6 F%es %o"fo— "—etco%o "~te fot "$11"fZ f%fe..cte = "fettcf—t ™Mf_t" “—.f]
M Zfesd o— S fo "fcZco%o of'—c... ere—teed Zifeco%o —oTE" %" Comtmuouslyf %ot - f -
sites.

Objective & Bngourage development techniques which maintain and improve water quality and
drainage maintenance.

Strategy Timeframe

ES-5.1 Cooperate with public education providers through the Coastal Waccamaw Stormwater
Education Consortium to provide water quality education, workshops, technical trainings, and Continuously
publications to a variety of audiences.

ES-5.2 Incorporate low impact design techniques into future county facilities to serve as a model for

private developers. Continuously

ES-5.3 Provide for the inclusion of low impact development techniques in the Zoning Ordinance,

Overlays, and Stormwater Design Manual. Continuously

ES-5.4 Provide incentives for developers to incorporate low impact development techniques into their

developments. Mid-Term
ES-5.5 Reduce the use of impervious surfaces and encourage the use of pervious surfaces through Long-Term

amendments to the Zoning Ordinance. 9
ES-5.6 Update major subdivision regulations to ensure that drainage on the periphery of a subdivision ¢y )t Torm

is platted as common area and prohibited from being located within residential parcels.
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ObLectlve @X@e1" "t —St teefe—«fZ ZZ——<'s D<Z-1"<o%0d Bo" —eT™f—-f" "t ...Sf"%ta feT Sf, Objective e Re&duce litter to protect the county’s habitats, wildlife, and recreation spaces.
DZ“t'Zf<eea

Strategy Timeframe
Strategy Timeframe
ES-8.1 Track county and volunteer litter reduction efforts annually to assess changes litter patterns andContinuousI
ES-6.1 Work with conservation partners to strategically conserve land along the Waccamaw and i . . the need for targeted community education and enforcement. y
«<——2%t tf tf <<tve " St T—fZ e T M <o %o T ... ZCWRKNUQUENY > e<%oe<D«<...fe— Sf «—f—e fof
L] L] L] L] 0 - —_—— — ” Lt ¢ LN ] L] . . . . -
Cococorce o 1 P2t 2 -4 ES-8.2 Maintain year-round litter reduction crews and enforcement efforts. Continuously
ES-6.2 Encourage the establishment of local wetland mitigation banks for local developers and road . . - . - .
construc%]ion projects to mitigate their wetland impgcts within the county. P Continuously ES-8.3 Support volunteer-led litter cleanups by providing clean up supplies and safety training. Continuously
ES-6.3 Continue to apply the Horry County Open Space Inventory to earn credits with the National . 5 ES-8.4 Educate residents and visitors about the impacts of litter on the environment and property Continuousl
ZliT oo f “.i nl(ynf.l. L.._.<_) f_(.%o )._i.a _S:t”i,, A yviqoﬂtlnPQQS)cx DZ“T <.._”f.---:l: ”f\laiueé' y
ES-6.4 Encourage the creation of interstate and intergovernmental compacts which address watershed . term ES-8.5 Actively engage busmesses churches, and community groups to lead and support I|tter, .. Gonfinuously . ,
issues for the Pee Dee, Little Pee Dee, Lumber, and Waccamaw Rivers. 9 TPt — e fef Ef——Dc fo<'s cocmcf—c fe ft™f>-a e T = Fooe

ES-8.6 Establish minimum dumpster sizes and the inclusion of recycling dumpsters within the general
provisions of the Zoning Ordinance for commercially reviewed developments, including multi- Mid-Term

Objective e préserve and enhance existing dune systems, beaches, and marshes to provide habitat for wildlife and family developments.

protect coastal property.
Strategy Timeframe Objective e lg@ntify renewable energy opportunities that may be harnessed by local businesses, industries, and
residents.

ES-7.1 Work closely with property owners and Government Agencies to maintain the protective, Continuously Strategy Timeframe

ecological and recreational functions of the beach/dune system.

ES-9.1 Identify incentives, credits and opportunities related to the installation and use of solar panels, Mid-T
ES-7.2 Update the Horry County Beach Management Plan. Short-Term wind turbines, or other types of renewable energy sources. 1a-ferm

ES-7.3 Develop strategies for erosion control and beach/dune restoration that will protect, preserve, v Tarm ES-9.2 Explore off-shore wind industries as an economic opportunity for the Grand Strand. Continuously
restore and enhance the natural character of Horry County’s beach/dune system.

ES-9.3 Adopt language in the Zoning Ordinance to clarify the regulations for the installation of solar Mid-Term

ES-7.4 Pursue available state and federal funding for beach and dune restoration. Continuously panels, solar farms, and small wind energy systems.
ES-7.5 Coordinate with natural resource agencies and trained volunteer organizations to protect and - ES-9.4 Participate in the regional Air Quality Coalition led by the Waccamaw Regional Council of .
restore critical habitats for threatened or endangered species. Long-Term Goverr?ments. g Quality y g Continuously
ES-7.6 Partner with local rental agencies and hotels to develop an outreach program to educate touristEOn Term
on Horry County's unique and fragile coastal ecosystem. 9
ES-7.7 Coordinate with natural resource agencies and trained volunteer organizations to protect and Long-Term

restore critical habitats for threatened or endangered species.

ES-7.8 Partner with local rental agencies and hotels to develop an outreach program to educate tourist

on Horry County’s unique and fragile coastal ecosystem. Bong-Term
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i
Horry County is highly dependent upon the tourism industry and should continue to foster its growth. In addition, the
county and its partners should work to diversify its employment base and provide the infrastructure to support such Objective 2 Dévelop a variety of high quality industrial land and building ‘products’ that can attract new and/or
growth. By expanding employment sectors, Horry County will offer livable wages, support retention of a skilled labor force, expanding business.
and ensure that the local economy can bounce back in the wake of a national economic downturn or natural disaster. Strategy Tt
Objective e Bévelop an economic development framework for Horry County with a consortium of key stakeholders EG-4.1 Continue to work with GSWSA and Santee Cooper on the development of the Bucksport Maring. ;i osly
and county staff. Park.
Strategy Timeframe EG-4.2 Continue to work with Santee Cooper on the development of Ascott Valley. Continuously
EG-1.1 E;)(rancwgrl:g?n%%rgggrfufnl?ggseconomlc development stakeholders to analyze and inform the countyg ¢ e EG-4.3 Seek additional strategically located properties and construct spec buildings to attract new gy Term
' industries.
EG-1.2 Develop a comprehensive Economic Development Plan. Mid-Term EG-4.4 Attract new industry, expansions, and reinvestment to locate in Economic Opportunity Zones. Continuously
Objective e tréiprove the business climate by enhancing government services and communicating processes to the EG-45 "$e:""% fUfe " —SE . '—e—>8 fe «tie—<Dctt ‘o —SF ———"% fedntinubusy @ " T
business community. and expansion of existing industrial, manufacturing, and distribution centers and uses.
Strategy Timeframe
Objective & WsBist in infrastructure investment and development efforts that spur economic development.
EG-2.1 Improve county website by adding/maintaining businesses and economic development pages. Mid-Term
Strategy Timeframe
- ” e¢e? . "tet 7 o TtV oF TM —ecoeteedy o — S e 1T fTM __¢ ! id- ecoetee] 7 ¢ ™ S f" 4
EG-2.2 feocodo fo1 7% ¥ ¥ ” ¢o¥eea S fe tMifiTesme o3 o0l D2 S fEG-&l Work to establish interstate highway connectivity. Long-Term
EG-2.3 mgﬁt%jtp%?gnﬁgll?n\gvpk()alé?rlrr\]:r?%Stgrgllf;?\égng;rr]g\;vtprl?n and construction approval processes and Mid-Term EG-5.2 Complete and implement the Horry County Department of Airports Master Plan. Short-Term
EG-5.3 Complete the TIGER Grant to upgrade the R.J. Corman rail line improvements. Mid-Term
Objective & Ingprove awareness of the local impacts of economic development activities.
Strategy Timeframe Objective & KLantinue to foster the development of tourism throughout the county.
EG-3.1 Develop an economic indicator report and present annually to County Council. Continuously Strategy Timeframe
EG-3.2 Present economic trend analysis every quarter. Continuously EG-6.1 Increase air service to Myrtle Beach International Airport. Continuously
EG-3.3 Share economic trend reports and analysis to interested parties. Continuously EG-6.2 Continue to aggressively market MYR to prospective airlines. Continuously
EG-3.4 Make information available and easily accessible on the county website. Continuously EG-6.3 Keep costs and fees as competitive as possible. Continuously
EG-6.4 Complete the Myrtle Beach renourishment project. Short-Term
EG-6.5 Continue working to secure funding for future beach renourishment. Continuously

EG-6.6 Support resort and tourism uses that are appropriately sited according to the Future Land Use

Map. Continuously
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St "t.."—
S,

Objective & €éordinate resilience-related efforts within the county and across jurisdictional boundaries.
Objective 2 D&ersify tourism niches throughout Horry County. S Timeframe
Strategy Timeframe RC-1.3 Continue to identify and pursue amendments to existing county policies and regulations
R "ot B oM e " ee ofTet_ o T o & _ a0 _t e, i 51+, _&f_ inclu ut, not limited to, the Floodplain Management Program, All Hazards Mitigation Plan,
EG-7.1 to{Jrn;ments. s+ coeefted T %o 2% S=cotho S wmgrbmd 2 F - PetZTe -Sf Stongvr\}gtg Ordinance, Building Ordinance, and Zoning and Land Development Regulations ~ Continuously
Ordinance, to improve the county’s resilience towards long-term stresses and acute disasters,
L . . . . . using the best available data to inform decisions.
EG-7.2 Expand the number of agritourism permits to foster our agricultural industry and heritage. Continuously
. . - . . RC-1.4 Continually monitor local, state, federal, and private initiatives and recommendations regardin ;

EG-7.3 Establish conditional uses within the zoning ordinance to allow for seasonal, temporary uses, resilience.y P g 9 Continuously

such as guided hunting expeditions, agritourism, and paddling tours, within rural areas of the Mid-Term

county without requirin ical commercial development standards that are inconsistent with . . . I o

the usyes and cha(rqactergotfy&e area P RC-1.5 Utilize the knowledge gained from the COVID-19 pandemic to maintain and enhance re5|I|ence|v"d_.|.erm

' towards health-related disasters.

EG-7.4 ﬁg&f&ﬁgﬂg&aﬁgr?egig‘sbe;ﬁrgfcﬁgﬂm;,{ﬁeef,oeﬁ{so_mme area agritourism, ecotourism, and Continuously RC-1.6 Develop a contact database of resilience related agencies and organizations. Short-Term
EG-7.5 Explore the development of franchise agreements at boat Iandmgs and beaches for the rental %Id Term RC-1.7 Develop and implement a system for outreach and coordinate with these stakeholders regardin%hort—Term

etepe'—""coeft ,f—c& D<*Sce%o FT“—<c'ofe—-4 fet %o—<tFt —*—" resilience related efforts.
EG-7.6 Consider the development of a Multi-Purpose Agricultural/Equestrian Center to host large scaIeL T ) i B )

equine events. ong-ferm RC-1.8 Develop a public education and outreach strategy for all resilience related efforts. Mid-Term
EG-7.7 Serve as a partner and host of major events to attract tourism to areas beyond the beach. Continuously RC-1.9 Continue to monitor local, state, federal, and private initiatives and best management practices

Avoid or reduce the potential for life loss, injury and economic damage to Horry County residents from hazard events,
increase the ability of the county government to serve the community during and after hazard events, protect the unique
character, scenic beauty and values in the natural and built environment from being compromised by hazard events, and
encourage mitigation activities to increase the disaster resilience of institutions, private companies and systems essential

to a functioning Horry County. Strategy
RC-2.1
Objective 2 €éordinate resilience-related efforts within the county and across jurisdictional boundaries.
Strategy Timeframe RC-2.2
RC-1.1 Continue to identify resources to implement strategies, administer programs, pursue funding
opportunities, and provide standards to coordinate resilience-related efforts of county RC-2.3

departments, municipalities and adjacent jurisdictions, applicable regulatory agencies, and Continuously

regional partners.

RC-1.2 Continue to create, implement, maintain and assist in public information programs in order RC-2.4
to educate citizens about resilience practices including, but not limited to: assisting business
owners with developlng continuity of operations plans; educating the public, including

ScZtr e fLi—— L te="¢, ——<*%o ="e TEZf—fT -t DZ''t "<ee€Cantinupuslyt "t Z "<etd feot RBDLXE
environmental impacts; creatlng targeted messaging that is understood at all educational levels,
ages, and nationalities to better inform the public; and incorporating K-12 educational efforts to

promote resilience, mitigation and disaster preparedness at the school-aged level.

RC-1.10 Develop an asset management plan, lifecycle cost analysis, and risk register for county owned

Objective
systems resilience) in the development of resilience projects, plans, and policies.

related to resilience strategies. Continuously

utilities and facilities. Mid-Term

& t@onsider all categories of resilience (natural resilience, health resilience, energy resilience, and food

Timeframe

~+ £ M1ld Termi "y

t ™ fLodyTerD < ...

Review the location, frequency, and severity of hazards to set forth recommendations that
oDZ—tfe..t tE 200t —Sf— tife o' o Efef Tcoee =t Z4

o___‘_”f%oj: .:tTM s‘_o(.%o —e¢—o "' ”:l: oi_&wi"‘ :to:t"%o) fo (i.—é
Implement programs to reduce and mitigate potential health hazards in older homes, such as

lead pipes, mold, and carbon monoxide, and encourage environmental sustainability in housing_ong-Term

stock and residential construction.

feq " (oo

fet —'tf—F "t%—Zf—c'oe —* ""'e'—t DZ' T TEE—.
stormwater management, renewable energy, and energy resilience, among other practlces

- antﬁ'licfusly "Zfet

Suppart the ‘Strategic Framework for Improving Community Health, which seeks to improve
public health outcomes while promoting equity across a range of social determinants that

Continuously
include health, race, gender, income, age and geography.
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Objective  ze t@onsider all categories of resilience (natural resilience, health resilience, energy resilience, and food
systems resilience) in the development of resilience projects, plans, and policies.

Strategy Timeframe

RC-2.6 Develop guidelines for new development and substantial land improvements that consider the

goals and strategies

Objective & iEBhance natural resilience through responsible land use and preservation.
Strategy Timeframe

RC-51 ‘fe—ce—% —* f17 . f—% "7 =St "tef " f—c'e T ™Mi_Zfete fot DZ I T fcoe —S”" — %0
amendmenth like wetlands protection and buffer ordinances. Con%rruously
<eT &

—S U f= C ef——"f22> ‘.. ... 7 ce% e—"fes'"e fol Sfoafrte ié%oéﬂ_%na_?e‘rh’ru%oé f8§—"fet Stf—a fof ™

determine potential impacts to assets over the expected life cycle of the asset, and identify cos
effective risk-reduction options.

RC-2.7 Promote an increase in tree planting and vegetated spaces landscaping to reduce stormwater
runoff and mitigate urban heat islands, including the expanded use of green roofs in new Mid-Term
construction and adaptive reuse, and the application of tree and landscaping standards for
parking lots and other large paved surfaces.

RC-2.8 Develop resilient design principles for historic and cultural resources, with guidance on

resilience planning and project implementation. Mid-Term

RC-2.9 Support development of a system of food hub and processing centers where nutritious and local

U fe Lt [%o % t%e f-tTA of £Z> "E f ita fet $ Dc..<te—2> tLongTegm—FT —'

persons experiencing homelessness.

RC-2.10 Identify best practices and potential locations for food hubs, food business incubators, and
community kitchens to expand healthy food access and food-based economic opportunity

in under-served areas through co-location with job training, business incubation, and Mid-Term
entrepreneurial assistance programs.
Objective @ IE&amine economic resilience in depth.
Strategy Timeframe
RC-3.1 Investigate the economic impacts and bounce back capabilities of previous disaster events in Short-Term

Horry County.

RC-3.2 Build an understanding of localized economic vulnerability through focused discussion and datak/lid-Term
analysis regarding business continuity.

RC-3.3 Examine tourism occupancies and revenue throughout the year to include hotels, campground

and RV parks, vacation rentals, and second homes. Examine employment in the tourism sectoﬁhort—Term

Objective @ VGonsider social vulnerability in all preparedness, mitigation, and disaster recovery projects.
Strategy Timeframe

RC-4.1 Conduct targeted outreach on resilience in socially vulnerable areas. Continuously

RC-4.2 Sponsor a workshop series for all residents of Horry County to engage in environmental

education and learn about opportunities to positively impact their county. Long-Term

RC-4.3 lIdentify the needs of the entire community, particularly vulnerable populations or people with
characteristics such as age-related and health conditions that make them more susceptible to Mid-Term
pollutant exposures. Incorporate these needs into plans, programs, and investments.
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RC-5.2 Limit the increase of impervious surfaces to prevent increased runoff into county tributaries and

worsening impacts from heavy rainfall events. Long-Term

RC-5.3 Pursue a free study though the Trust for Public Lands to develop a strategy and explore fundinq\/lid-Term
options for land conservation.

Objective & Ndentify vulnerable infrastructure.

Strategy Timeframe

RC-6.1 Plan for the impacts of sea level rise within the county, ensuring that all future projects considerMid_Term
T+ [+ Tsedlévétrise adaptation in their planning.

RC-6.2 &'fet o—""e™f_£7 "7 feoco%o fof <o " fo"—  ——"F —* ec—<%of—1 Z'tE <ol f L —e M.
green infrastructure techniques. {?_gng T’erm

RC-6.3 «f —St ie DPZ''t "fecZcte..f ...St...eZce— —" fee—"f —_St . ‘—ep "fecZcte—
f'T n(~:tu(.¢ DZ“T('%Oa ST\OI’th’eI’m

Objective & yWhpdate and adopt the Horry County All Hazards Mitigation Plan.
Strategy Timeframe

RC-7.1 Participate in the update of the Horry County All Hazards Mitigation Plan and adopt the most

recent plan. Short-Term

RC-7.2 Annually review the current strategies of the Horry County All Hazards Mitigation Plan and

consider implementation. Continuously

RC-7.3 ldentify opportunities for integrating mitigation and resilience strategies into other county

programs, plans, and policies. Continuously

Objective @& Adentify funding opportunities for implementing mitigation and resilience strategies.
Strategy Timeframe

RC-8.1 Develop an inventory of federal, state, and local funding opportunities. Short-Term

RC-8.2 Assess the feasibility of using hospitality tax funding for implementing mitigation strategies to

protect vulnerable hospitality and tourism assets. Continuously
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Because Horry County is a changing and dynamic community, there is a constant need to engage the public in planning
efforts, regulatory changes, and infrastructure projects and inform the community of ongoing county efforts in which the
may be interested in being involved in. By engaging the public through meetings, public forums, and online resources,
Horry County will create a more inviting and transparent atmosphere in which the community feels more engaged in the
process, is educated about important topics, and likely to be involved in volunteer and partnership opportunities.

Objective e dricrease community engagement and communications.

CE-1.1 Maintain and coordinate Horry County’s social media pages. Continuousl!

Develop and maintain a listserv of community groups and businesses that can be shared with aé!h ort-Term
departments for communication and public engagement.

Conduct or participate in four community meetings annually to ensure that concerns can be
addressed and that the county can provide updates on important capital projects.

Maintain the Capital Improvements Dashboards on the Horry County website so the public cal Continuousl|
follow the progress of major projects. y

Continuously

Install signage in areas where major capital improvements are being conducted so the public i%

aware of how their tax dollars are working to make improvements. Continuously

Conduct community surveys to gauge public opinions and obtain input on important planning

efforts. Continuously

CE-1.7 Begin advertising volunteer opportunities on the county’s employment website. Short-Term

Objective & tMake information readily available to the public in regards to future development and development
proposals.

Create an online map showing all active rezoning, variance, mining, and telecommunications Short
proposals. or

Develop and track all major subdivisions and remaining units to be constructed in tabular and Short-Term
GIS format and make publically available.

Upgrade Municode Contract by FY20 to allow for immediate upload of regulatory changes to ; i
Jograde Municoge Contract by Y20 o ajlow for immediate ypload of reglatory changes fo. Your county  your voice our futuwe

-Term

Revise the public notlcmg malllng process to include noticing of all addresses, in addltlon to th
_nn:l:._ M :t _( .(y l"lli"_) ITM.:l:n. TM( S(. f ° :l:
m|n|ng telecommunlcatlons and agrltourlsm applications.
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Resources

Your county  yousr voice our future
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Resources

INTRODUCTION

City of Cayce. (2020). Comprehensive Plan
Resilience Element. https://caycesc.gov/com-
prehensiveplan/resiliency.pdf

Municipal Association of South Carolina.
(2021). Including All Elements of
the Comprehensive Plan. https://
www.masc.sc/uptown/04-2021/
including-all-elements-comprehensive-plan

POPULATION

Census Bureau. (2018-2022). American
Community Survey Five-Year Estimates.

....... (2019-2023). American Community Survey
Five-Year Estimates.

....... (1990-2016). American Community Survey
Five-Year Estimates.

...... (2010). Decennial Census.

...... (2020). Decennial Census.

444

A444884 trtv & <% t” <of Sf iD<Zf-3 ”,,,J-?th'ﬁéc‘:@

2020. https://www.census.gov/geographies/

Horry County Schools. (2024). Academic
Acheivement (2024). https://
www.horrycountyschools.net/
about-hcs/annual-report-2024/
academic-achievement-2024

Horry County Solid Waste Authority (HCSWA).
(2022). Waste Management Plan.

Horry-Georgetown Technical College (HGTC).
(2024). About HGTC. https://www.hgtc.edu/
about_hgtc/

...... (2025). HGTC Announces Historic 11%
Spring Enroliment Increase Amid National
Downward Trend. https://www.hgtc.edu/
about_hgtc/news_center/2025/hgtc-an-
nounces-historic-11-percent-spring-enroll-
ment-increase.html

. (2010). Health and Restorative
Dc—e 7

ef ' co%om@BDcZte —cotametcte %ot — <% I MirtleBgaph ArgaChamber of Commerce

html

Centers for Disease Control (CDC). (2024). Places

Project. https://www.cdc.gov/places/index.
html

Coastal Carolina University (CCU). (2017).
Medicaid Secondary Data Study.

...... (2023). Coastal Carolina University Master
Plan.

...... (2024). CCU Board of Trustees Celebrates
Total Enroliment Milestone of 11,000-Plus
Students. https://www.coastal.edu/news/
ccutrusteescelebratetotalenrollmentmilesto-
neofl11000-plusstudents/

D.K. Shiffett & Associates. (2025). Statistical
Abstract for the Myrtle Beach Area. Myrtle
Beach Area Chamber of Commerce.

(MBACC). (2016). Myrtle Beach Economic
Impact Study.

aaaaaa trtua "f"tZ cec—'" "D«

visitmyrtlebeach.app.box.com/s/
uvf45lons2sz51g6rthswOwcpbgjagmk

Myrtle Beach Area Convention and Visitors
Bureau (MBCVB). (2024). Visitor Volume and
Spending, 2023.

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. (2016). Culture
of Health Blog: 6 Reasons Why Parks Matter
for Health.

South Carolina Department of Education
(SCDOE). (2023). State Dropout Data.
https://ed.sc.gov/districts-schools/
school-safety/discipline-related-reports/
dropout-data/2018-2023-state-dropout-data/

South Carolina Department of Public Health

Resources

(SCDPH). (2013). Horry County Obesity Fact
Sheet.

...... (2022). South Carolina Vital and Morbidity
Statistics 2022. https://dph.sc.gov/sites/
... 1T'S DcZte ott<f aetrtta’ t°

South Carolina Revenue and Fiscal Affairs
"Pe...t a trtv & " —Zf—<'s
Estimates and Projections. https://rfa.
sc.gov/data-research/population-de-
mographics/census-state-data-center/
estimates-projections-dashboard

United States Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD). (2006-2010).

Visit Myrtle Beach. (2023). Travel USA
cec—'" "'P<Zt " »"-7%t ff..Sa ”
by Longwoods International. https://
visitmyrtlebeach.app.box.com/s/

<F™ce% fete..f Fe& uvf4blons2sz51g6rthswOwcpbgjagmk

CULTURAL RESOURCES

Adventures with Karen and Kelly. (2014). L.W.

%U(!i Li§irlg_l—,|i.story Farm - Syrup Day. https://
adventureswithﬁarenandkeIIy.wordpress.
com/2014/11/19/l-w-paul-living-history-
farm-syrup-day/

Bureau of Labor Statistics. (2023). Time Use
Survey.

Burroughs, Ben. Horry County Historical Society.
Horry County Archives and History Center.

Carolina Thread Trail. (n.d.) Pee Dee River
Blueway. https://www.carolinathreadtrail-
map.org/trails/trail/pee-dee-river-blueway

Carolina Country Music Festival. n.d. 2025 on Sale.
https://carolinacountrymusicfest.com/news/
ccmf-2025-on-sale-next-week/

Chicora Indian People of South Carolina. (2018).
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http://www.ChicoralndianTribe.org

Clemson Cooperative Extension. (2025). Ag + Art
Tour. https://www.agandarttour.com

Colleges of Distinction. (n.d.) Coastal Carolina
University. https://collegesofdistinction.com/
school/coastal-carolina-university/

Fotospot. (n.d.) Myrtle Beach SkyWheel. https://
fotospot.com/attractions/south-carolina/
myrtle-beach-skywheel

Horry County Historic Preservation
Commission. (2025). https://www.horry-
countysc.gov/boards-and-commissions/
historic-preservation-commission/

Horry County Historic Resources Survey. (2007).
Survey Results.

John Coletti. (n.d.) Myrtle Beach. https://
www.gettyimages.com/detail/photo/myr-
tle-beach-south-carolina-royalty-free-im-
age/604557189

Life Made Simple. (2023). Chicken Bog.
https://lifemadesimplebakes.com/
one-pot-chicken-bog/

MyHorryNews. (2020). A hard row. https://
www.myhorrynews.com/news/local/
horry_county/a-hard-row-wet-weath-
er-new-development-and-covid-19-
create-tough-times-for-freewoods/
article_c130edb8-cceb-11ea-a8e5-
D,uvvf,z ' uuzaS-«7

...... (2023). June festival will celebrate Gullah
Geechee culture in Atlantic Beach.
https://www.myhorrynews.com/
news/june-festival-will-celebrate-gul-
lah-geechee-culture-in-atlantic-beach/
article_40242b46-e9f1-11ed-abeb-
bb2d94224781.html
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Myrtle Beach.com. (n.d.) Art Museum of Myrtle
Beach. https://www.myrtlebeach.com/
things-to-do/art-museum-of-myrtle-beach/

Myrtle Beach Online. (n.d.) 23rd Annual Cultural
Arts Festival and Pauwau. https://www.
myrtlebeachonline.com/news/local/arti-
cle43625916.html

Myrtle Beach Vacation Rentals. (n.d.) Myrtle
Beach History. https://www.myrtlebeachva-
cationrentals.com/myrtle-beach-history/

National Citizens Survey (NCS). (2015). Horry
County, SC: Community Livability Report

..... (2017). Horry County, SC: Community
Livability Report.
..... (2017). Horry County, SC: Dashboard.

..... (2017). Horry County, SC: Technical
Appendices.

..... (2017). Horry County, SC: Trends over Time.

..... (2017). Horry County, SC: Results by Council
District.

National Golf Foundation Survey. (2013). Golf
Participation in the United States.

New York Times. (2019). At the Country's Oldest
Stump, a Presidential Twist. https://www.
nytimes.com/2019/09/16/us/politics/
galivants-ferry-stump.html

North Myrtle Beach Golf. (n.d.) Crow Creek.
https://www.northmyrtlebeachgolf.com/

Pee Dee Indian Tribe. (2025). About. http://www.
peedeetribe.org/about.html

RunMyrtleBeach, (n.d.) Home. https://www.run-
myrtlebeach.com/

SCIWAY. (n.d.) Native Americans in South Carolina.
https://www.sciway.net/hist/indians/

Resources

Carolina. SC Wildlife and Marine Resources
Department. Nongame and Heritage Trust
Publications.

...... (2018). Chicora Indians- Native Americans in
SC. https://lwww.sciway.net/hist/indians/
chicora.html

...... (2018). Waccamaw Indians- Native Americans Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM).
in SC. https://www.sciway.net/hist/indians/ (2016). https://www.boem.gov/BOEM-Fact-
waccamaw.html Sheets/#Renewable Energy Fact_Sheets

South Carolina Department of Natural Resources Center for Watershed Protection (CWP). (2003).
(SCDNR). (2016). Deer Harvest Report. Impacts of Impervious Cover on Aquatic

South Carolina Hall of Fame. (n.d.) Home. http:// Systems. Watershed Protection Research

M TME St D, fZe.. 822" f«3aMOnQgraph No. 1.

City of Myrtle Beach. (2023). Myrtle Beach
Awarded Beach Renourishment from Federal
Government. https://www.cityofmyrtlebeach.

com/news_detail T6_R1776.php

South Strand News. (2018). Local Tales Told By A
Story Teller.

Strange Carolinas. (2022). Horry County Museum.
https://www.strangecarolinas.com/2022/07/
horry-county-museum.html

Ted Gragg. (2018). Guns of the Pee Dee.

The Fish Site. (2023). RAS expansion granted
for crab project in South Carolina. https://
—~StPDceSec—Fa..'e f'—c...Z%Fe "fe
ed-for-crab-project-in-south-carolina

Clemson. (2014). Kudzu Bugs. http://www.clem-
son.edu/extensionkudzubugsindex.html

Clemson Institute for Economic and Community
Development. (2008). The Economic

Development Strategic Plan: Horry County, SC.
&ié’ oo(‘o&%o” o —
Colbert-Busch, E., Carey, R. T., and E. W. Saltzman.

(2012). South Carolina Wind Energy Supply
Chain Survey and Offshore Wind Economic
Impact Study.

Visit Myrtle Beach. (n.d.) Ocean Lakes Family
Campground. https://www.visitmyrtlebeach.

com/listings/ocean-lakes-family-campground _ .
Daily, G.C. et al. (1997). Ecosystem Services:

FetDc—e —"'Zc¢tt - —efe it
Natural Ecosystems. Issues in Ecology.
Number 2, Spring 1997. Ecological Society of
America.

Teeced A4 & trru a "ff—<e% <Z1TDc":
Zones. Colorado State University Cooperative
Extension. Natural Resources Series No. 6.302.

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). (2017).
Urban Runoff: Low Impact Development.

...... (n.d.) Miniature Golf in Myrtle Beach. https://
www.visitmyrtlebeach.com/things-to-do/
attractions/mini-golf

Waccamaw Indian People. (2025). Tribal Grounds.
https://www.waccamaw.org/

NATURAL RESOURCES

Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force (ANS).
(2005). Apple Snail. http://www.anstaskforce.
gov/spoc/applesnail.php

Bennett, S.H. and J. B. Nelson. (1991). Distribution
and Status of Carolina Bays in South

...... (2024). EnviroAtlas Interactive Map.
https://enviroatlas.epa.gov/enviroatlas/
interactivemap/
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Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). National Land Cover Database. (2008).

(2021). Horry County Flood Maps. https://
™ TM TMZ " f e f 4 %0 " DZ“T&'f"

Grand Strand Magazine. (2019). History and
Life Along the Grand Strand's Intracoastal ...
Waterway. https://grandstrandmag.com/
feature/history_and_life_along_the grand_
strand_s_intracoastal_waterway
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2008 Land Cover Products. https://
www.usgs.gov/centers/eros/science/
annual-national-land-cover-database

(2021). 2021 Land Cover Products.
https://www.sciencebase.gov/catalog/
item/649595d8d34ef77fcb0ldcal

National Park Service (NPS). (1995). Economic
<" Flinpdgcts efProtecting Rivers, Trails, and

Greenway Corridors. Real Property Values. 4th
Edition, Revised.

Grande Dunes. (2019). Grande Dunes Announces National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

New Waterway Trail Along the Intracoastal
Waterway. https://grandedunes.com/
grande-dunes-announces-new-water-
way-trail-along-the-intracoastal-waterway/

Holland, A.F. and D.M. Sanger. (2008). Tidal Creek
Habitats: Sentinels of Coastal Health. SC Sea
Grant Consortium and NOAA.

(NOAA). (2024). Sea Level Rise Viewer.
https://coast.noaa.gov/slr/#

(2025). Relative Sea Level Trends. https://
tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/sltrends/

(n.d.) Coastal County Snapshots: Horry County.
https://coast.noaa.gov/snapshots/

National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).

Jones, Steve. (2014). Feds to Talk About Next
Steps for Wind Energy in SC in the Fall. The
Sun News.

(2025). Web Soil Survey. https://websoilsur-
vey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/

Oceana. (2021). Gov. McMaster Signs State Budget

Lesikar, B. (2008). Septic Tank/Soil Absorption
Field. Texas A & M.

Lothian, A. (2010). Health and Restorative
FefDe—e 7 «Ef™ce% foete..f'tea

Extending Offshore Drilling Infrastructure
Ban. https://usa.oceana.org/press-releases/
gov-mcmaster-signs-state-budget-extend-
ing-offshore-drilling-infrastructure-ban/

Miller, J. H., Chambliss, E. B., and N. J. LoewensteirDutdoor Industry Association (OlA). (2012). The
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of Invasive Plants in Southern Forests. USDA
Forest Service.

Musial, W. and B. Ram. (2010). Large-Scale
Offshore Wind Power in the United States: An
Assessment of Opportunities and Barriers.
National Renewable Energy Laboratory.

Myrtle Beach Sun News. (n.d.) Tobacco Day at the
L.W. Paul Living History Farm.
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—<«tt "7 =St t1.-@adoarReereation Economy: South Carolina.
Pee Dee Land Trust (PDLT). (2025). Horry County

Properties. https://www.peedeelandtrust.
org/conservation-work/protected-places/
horry-county

Resource Environmental Solutions (RES). (n.d.)

Independent Heritage Preserve Wetland
Mitigation Bank. https://res.us/projects/
independent-heritage-preserve-wetland-miti-

gation-bank/

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (2010). The
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Facilities and Walkable Community Design.
Active Living Research.

Santee Cooper. (n.d.) Solar at Home. https://www.
santeecooper.com/programs-incentives/
empowersolar/solar-home/

...... (2021). Grand Strand Solar Station Celebrates
10 Years. https://www.santeecooper.com/
global-news/2021/041421-Grand-Strand-So-
lar-Station-Celebrates-10-Years.aspx

South Carolina Conservation Bank. (2014).
Conservation Bank Grants by Region- Coastal.
http://sccbank.sc.gov/grantscoastal.html

South Carolina Heritage Trust. (n.d.) Find a
Heritage Preserve. https://heritagetrust.dnr.
sc.gov/properties.html

South Carolina Department of Health and
Environmental Control (SCDHEC). (n.d.) SC
Watershed Atlas. https://gis.dhec.sc.gov/
gisportal/apps/webappviewer/index.htm-
[?id=5748b81cf2d84668be4175eed2511654

...... (2004). Beach Monitoring Program, Quality
Assurance Project Plan.

...... (2009). State of the Beaches Report.

...... (2012). State of South Carolina Integrated
Report for 2012. Part Il: Section 305(b)
Assessment and Reporting.
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